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To the RIGHT HONOURABLE 

JOHN EARL of HYNDFORD, 

YifcQW* INGI»E$BURY, and GRANGE, 

Lord CARMICHAELfc of CARMICHAELL, 

Knight of the moft ancient order of the thistle, one of the' 
lords of his majesty's bed-chamber, lord-lieutenant, and 
principal meriff of the county of Lanark, one of his 
MAjESTvVmoft honourable privy-council, and one of the 
lords of the police in Scotland, 

Mr Lord, 

THE protecHon I received under your lordship's mi- 
niftry at the Russian court, authorifes this teftimony 
of my gratitude. The countenance of perfons in your lord- 
ship's 
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ship's high ftation, is a circumftance which ought to afford 
pleafiire in the reflection ; particularly when providence has 
prospered our labours abroad, and enabled us to return to 
our native country, there to live under the happy govern- 
ment of that good prince, whom your lordship fb wor- 
thily reprefented. 

The firft part of this work gives an account of fbme points 
of moment to the commerce of this nation, which fell 
within the compafs of your lordship's miniftry. I was a 
witnefs then, and ftill have the iatisfaction to remember, with 
what zeal and attention your lordship endeavoured to fyp- 
port the trade of this nation over the Caspian sea. 

This volume which I have now the honour to prefent to 
your lordship, is the remit of my enquiries in Persia. It 
contains the hiftory of great military atchievments, and events 
that feem to have excited the attention of the whole world : 
indeed the memory of them, will, to all appearance, be pre- 
ferved to the lateft pofterity. I am entirely fenfible that 
how glorious fbever fuch atchievments may appear to vulgar 
apprehensions, there can be nothing truly great, that is not 
confiftent with the laws of God, and the happinefs of fociety. 
The purfuits in which your lordship has been engaged, and 
the important negotiations you have conducted, were calcu- 
lated to promote and protect liberty ; not to enflave or op- 
prefs mankind. Thefe my lord have been the object of 

your 
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your care : in- theie you have been long exercifed with great: 
honour and fuccefs ; and by thefe you have gained' the affec- 
tion of foreign princes, as well as of our own fovereign* 

* 

Politenefs joined with dignity, a jufl: difcernment with aw- 
eary addrefs, and a facility of expreffing the nobleft fenti- 
ments in the moft becoming language, are endowments uni- 
verfally allowed to your lordship : fuch qualities have juflty 
recommended you to the efteem of that prince, who makes-; 
the welfare of his fubjects the great end of his government. 
May your lordship long enjoy, under his happy reign, all. 
the pleafures and advantages which are due to your diftin?- 
guifhed merit* I am, with great refped,, 





My lord,. 




Your LORD6HIP's- 


London* 
January, 1753^ 
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moft obedient 

humble fervant,, 




Jonas Hanway. 
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THE 



BIRTH and LIFE 



O F 

NADIR K O U L I, 

From 1687, 

Till his putting TjEHMAS SHAH 
in possession of MESCHED in 1727. 

CHAP. L 

The name of the perm an ufurper, bis birth, captivity robberies ; and 
employment in the fervid of a beg, whom be murders*, be marries the 
daughter of the deceafed, and tetires into the mountains : bis engage- 
ment in the fervice of the governor of khor asan : be commands an ex- 
pedition againjt the ousbegs, acquires great honour, and is afterwards 
difgraced. 

THE Sovereign of the univerfe, who fixes the periods of empires, 
and reftrains the wild ambition of princes, had now prepared 
an inftrument of his Vengeance to chaftife the Afghans, whofe 
cruelties had filled Persia with blood. Their triumphs drew near aa. 
end : the hour approached, in which the Persians were to take ample fa- 
tisfa&ion for all the ravages committed by thofe ufurpers, from the death 
Vol. IV. A o£ 



2 THE HISTORY OF Parti. 

*7 2 7< of GURGBiN khan *, to their invafion of Persia b , and for all the dread- 
ful c^amltks ^tliey^liad occafioned during that period c . 

■ ■ 

About thip tiroq appeared, with a more diftingui(bed eclat, nadir 
kouli, the hiftory of whofe life and aftions will ever feerii wonderful, 
becaufe they are really fo, and not the fictions of romance, or the flat- 
tery of panegyrifts : chara&ers like his, will excite the curiofity, and 
Commapd the attention of pofterity, fo long a$ the lives of great men, 
and accounts of great- afl: ions, continue the objed of historical enquiry. 
We fhall here find a man, whofe birth and beginning were fo obfcure, 
as with difficulty to be traced out ; conducting to an iffue, with amazing 
refolution and fteadinefs, opportunities he had worked out for himfelf ; 
planning with deliberation and fofefight, the fabrick of his future fortune j 
and carrying his defigns into execution, with an unwearied application, 
till, like other mighty conquerors before him, he became. terrible to asi a, 
and the undoubted arbiter of the eaft. He changed his name, as he 
changed the fituations of his fortune, which has occafioned fome per- 
plexity : his real name was nadir koul, or nadir kouli d . Nadir, 
both in the Turkish and Persian languages, fignifies wonderful ; which 
epithet is ufed by the mahommedans to defign the particular attribute 
of the deity, as we ordinarily fay the Almighty ; tho* the ufe and cuftom 
of Persia gives it to people of the lowcft rank of life. When sham 
TiEHMAS made him a khan', as we fhall have occafion*to relate, hie ho- 
noured him with the addition of his own name ; and this laft is one of 
the higheft dignities that can be beftowed by the monarchs of Persia. 
He was then tahmas kouli khan* j and tho 9 koul fignifies a flave, 
in -this fenfe it is the higheft badge of honour in the eaft. Afterwards, 
when he became the fovereign of Persia, he reafiumed his name nadir, 
with the addition of shah ' ; tho* as he muft be ever confidered as an 
Ufurper, the name by which he has been moft known, and probably 

will 

* In 1709. * In 1722. c Till 1727. 'Koul, in Turkish, is a flave; and 

v ad i* kouli, fignifies the flave of the wonderful : for the idiom of the language fixes the genitive 
on the antecedent noun, fo that inftead of h adiri koul, they fay kadi* kouli* * Noble 

er chieftain. f Which fignifies the lord, who h a flave of tahn *»• • Nadjk. m am, 

fir madik the king. 
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will continue to be known, to pofterity in Europe, is tjehmas* kouli 
khan. 

Though authors feem at length agreed about his original name, their 
accounts differ in fome particulars with regard to his birth, his family, and 
fir# appearance in life. As to himfelf, he fometimes boafted of the mean- 
riefs of his extradtion ; at others, policy or caprice induced him to claim 
a relation to ginghiz khan, the great turkuman conqueror, and alfo to* 
Tamerlane. I have not yet feen any account fo fatisfa&ory and confident, 
as what I received in Persia ; and I am the more inclined to acquiefce in 
it, becaufe, tho' there are very few reports of things, in which the Persians 
agree \ yet in the circum fiances I am now about to relate, people of th£ 
moil under flan ding, and of the belt intelligence, unanimoufly concurred. 

According to thefe accounts, nadir was born in the jear 1687, at a 
village, or more probably in a tent, a few days journey k to the fouth-eaft 
of mesched, not far from k^lat ! . He was defcended from the af- 
shars, who are a tribe of tartars, and fubjefts of Persia : they live 
for the moil part by hufbandry, and fupply the Persians with horfes 
and cattle. The name of nadir's father was imam kouli, whofe filia- 
tion of life- was fiich, that he earned his bread by making caps and fheep- 
fkin coats, which is the apparel of the loweftof the common people in 
* Persia. Nadir himfelf was bred up to no other employment than that 
of a fhepherd, and being only thirteen years of age when imam kouli 
died, he was left in fo poor a condition, that he was obliged to gather 
flicks in the woods, for the fupport of himfelf and his mother, and carry 
them to market on an afs and a camel*, which were his only patrimony. 

It 

* This orthography feexns moft agreeable to the Persian pronunciation : J>ut this, as well as 
other oriental, words, are varioufly wrote by different authors, as t am as, tahmas, &c. 

1 Whether it has been from this caufe, or that few people have travelled in Persia, I find the fe- 
veral accounts which have been written of tjehmas kouli khan, are, for the moft part, very erro- 
neous ; fo that in the profecution of this work, I fhall chufe rather not to fay all that I have heard, than 
to advance any thing, of the truth of which I am in the leaft diffident. k A day's journey is 

commonly reckoned 24 miles. ' I do not find this place in the maps ; but I (hall have frequent 

occafion to mention it as a ftrong hold, and the repofitory of the trcafure taken from the mochols. 

m Jn proof of this I was told an anecdote, pretty remarkable, and much to his honour. After he 
was exalted to the throne and fovereignty of'pERsiA, a pcrfon named saidar, who had been his 

A 2 ' * companion 
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It is recorded of him, that when he was returning in triumph from 
his conqueft of india, he happened to pafs near thef place of his nativity, 
where he made a fet fpeech to his chief captains, in which he related in 
what manner he had palled the early part of his life 5 and, in particular, 
mentioned the feeding his father's camel, concluding to this effedt : " You 
" now fee, to what a height it has pleafed the Almighty to exalt rfc 5 
" from hence learn not to defpife men of low eftate." 

1 704. About the year 1704, when he was 17 or 18 years of age, the ousbeg 

ta&tars made an irruption into kh or as an, where they put many of 

the inhabitants to the fword, and carried others into slavery ; among the 

. laftwere nadir kouli and his mother: (he died in captivity, but he 

1708. made his efcape in 1708* and returned to khorasan. From this time 
we hear no more of him, till with fome of his companions he robbed a 
flock of fheep"; the money which this produced, enabled him to retire 
into the mountains : however, we do not find that he continued the pro- 

J712. feffion of a robber for any length of time, but entered into the fervice of 
a beg, by whom he was employed as a courier. He was once charged 
with difpatches of importance to the Persian court at Isfahan, and 
fent in company with another courier, as is frequently pradifed in per* 
si a. Whether nadir was ambitious of being the fole carrier of thefe 
difpatches ; or whether his fellow-courier did not travel fad enough 5 or 
for fome other fecret reafon, he killed him. After his arrival at Isfa- 
han, he told his ftory fo well, that he procured admittance to the 

miniflers 

• 

companion and fellow-labourer in tanging the woods, was created a khan, and granted the privilege 
of wearing the black heron's feathers on the left fide : this is one of the higheft marks of favour in 
ibrsia, for their kings wear thefe plumes npon the right, as a badge of their fovereignty. This 
. man died at kislar, on anembafTy to Russia. Nadir, upon conferring thofe honours upon him* 
Tpoke thefe words, M Do not grow proud, but remember the afs, and the picking of (ticks." And 
folate as 1745, *slik *bc, a yurbafhi or captain, declared, that nadir, kouli, having formerly 
borrowed of him 50 barmans of wheat, which is about the value of thirty (hillings of our money, 
he had often importuned both nadir kouli and his brother, who was afterwards ibrahim khan* 
(or payment of it ; and that at length they did repay him thirty batmans of the fifty. What is (till 
more remarkable, and more convincing of the truth; after he afcended the throne of Persia, he 
took notice of this incident in a public manner, and reproached kblek beg for his unmerciful im- 
portunity, but did not pay the ballance of this debt of poverty, nor take any further notice of the man* 
» Not of his father's, as fome writers mention, for he was already dead ; nor do we find (tho* hk 
■nde might be in better circumfianccs) that his rather was ever matter of a flock of iheep. 

Z 
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minifters of shah sultan hussein, to whom he affigned fiich plaufible 1712. 
reafons for his conduit orr the road, that he was Dot only acquitted, but 
received prefcnts, and was fent back with anfwers to the letters he had 
brought. His mafter, however, received him with fuch a countenance, 
as gave reafon to fufpeft that he meditated his deftru&ion. Nadir per* 
ceiving this, refolved to kill his mailer 5 to which he was the more in* 
duced, from a violent paffiorj, he had conceived for his daughter, whom 
he had demanded in marriage, but was refufed. After the murder was 
perpetrated, he took the lady away, and retired into the mountains. One 
effed of this enterprize was the birth of riza kouli mvrza, whofe 
genius and difpofition had fo great a refemblance with his father's. This 
defperate adtion having acquired him a reputation for courage, fome of 
the domeftics of his late matter, the beg, joined him, and they became 
robbers : in this ftation they continued for fome time, as favourable op- 
portunities occurred. Nadir at length offered his fervice to babulu khan 
governor of khorasan % by whom he was accepted in the capacity of a 
gentleman ufher *. 

It may feem flrange, that a chief of a. gang of free-botters, fhould be re- 1714* 
ceived into the family of a governor of a province, and have an honourable 
office beftowed on him. But this will not appear fuch a matter of furprizc, 
if we confider the great extent of country, and that nadir's robberies were 
for the moft part in maz ander an, which is three or four hundred miles 
. diftant from mesched; add to this, that a man of perfonal ftrength and 
bravery generally meets with a favourable reception in Persia, without be* 
ing much queftioqed concerning his manner of life. Be fides, the revolt of 
mir vais had alarmed the eaftern provinces, as it gave occafion for the 
tartars to make frequent inroads 3 fo that men of a promifing figure, 

or 

• He had alio the title of bicler beg, or lord of lords. Thefe I have had occafion to ex- 
plain ; there are not above three or four in the empire ; of whom one it always fixed in khora- 
san : this province has been generally confidcred as a kingdom, and the government given to the 
king's fon, or neareft relation : fome ages are paft fince a wall was built along this frontier, to .pre- 
vent the incurfion of the t a r t a a s, of which there are ftill fome remains ; but shahabas the great 
removed feveral thousand families from other provinces, and brought them hither, alledging that a wall 
of flefti was the mofl effectual barrier againft an enemy j and wader after this example fixed feveral 
families of jews and christians, as well as mahommbdaks, in mrschrd, to tome of whoa 
he lent money to trade, to others lands were affigned to cultivate. » Esik agassi. 
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1714, or remarkable for their gallant behaviour, were fure of being acceptable; 
and thus we may reconcile the conduct of the governor of khorasan. 

The persjans are all fuppofed to be foldiers upon occafion ; and it 
may be prefumed, that nadir's reputation for courage and great perfonal 
ftrength, were recommendations more prevalent than virtue, or any polite 
accomplifhment. But without being bagd at court, from the flrength of 
his own genius and difcernment, he was a matter of the arts of addrefs, 
and having a mind unreftrained by any moral confideration, he infinuatcd 
himfelf into the affe&ions of thofe, whom he afterwards made no fcruple 
to deftroy. He behaved fo well in this new fervice, that he won the 
heart of his matter ; and, under the fpecious pretence of defiring to plede* 
he concealed his ambition. The fatisfa&ion he expreflcd in his prefent 
fituation, induced his companions to believe, that to be faithful in the 
caufe he efpoufed, was the virtue he afpired at moft ; however, he af- 
fected a particular zeal for fome, whilft he fhewed a coldnefs for others, 
as they feemed more or lefs inclined to pleafe him. 

j 7 17. The dittrefies 4 * of Persia increafing, he had not been long in the fer- 

' vice of babulu khan, before a command in the army was given him, 

* in which he behaved with great intrepidity, in feveral fkirmifhes with 

the tartars of khieva and Bokhara, who frequently made inroads on 

17 1 9. the frontiers of khorasant. ezadallah being already matter of he- 
. rat, and the kourds in the weft making incurfions into irac acemi ; 
thefe tartars r , who are generally called ousbegs •, came this year in a 
body of above 1 0,000 men, and began to lay watte the moft fertile plains 
of khorasan, plundering the inhabitants, and carrying many thoufands 
into captivity. In this emergency babulu khan colleded all his forces, 
which did not exceed 6000 men, and of thefe part were infantry. His 
officers (hewed a reludtance to try their fortune with fo unequal a force, 
againft a people of fuch known bravery as the tartars. Nadir kouli, 
•however, had different fentiments of the matter, and from his experience of 
the valour of the khan's troops, he offered his fervice to march at their 
head againft thefe ravagers 1 declaring at the fame time, that he would en- 



• * See Vol. HI. page 62, 63, &c. f Of independant tart art. 

have mentioned to fignify free' and independant. 



gage 

• This word we 
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gage his life upon the event Nadir's military virtues were evidently fu- 17 in, 
perior to tfiofe of the officers about the khan, though he was not then 
above 3 3 years of age. The khan was fo fenfible of this, that he had al- 
ready given him the command of 1000 ' , and not having the leaft doubt of 
his fidelity, he accepted the offer, and conferred upon him the command 0^ 
his troops, during the intended expedition, whilft himfelf remained in the 
city, to keep good order, and prevent the inhabitants from following the 
example of thofe of herat, who had revolted three years before. Several 
of the officers refufed to adl under this new general, but their place was 
foon fupplied by others, whom nadir approved of* 

The ousbegs were already advanced to the banks of the river tedjbn, 
within a few days march of mesched. Nadir having with great appli- 
cation provided what was neceffary for the expedition, marched at the head 
of his troops in fearch of the enemy, who were pillaging at large ; how- 
ever, the news of the approach of a Persian army brought them toge- 
ther, and they prepared for battle ; their numbers being almoft double to 
thofe under nadir's command. We have no particular account of this 
ad ion j but in general terms, that the tartars, according to their ordi- 
nary cuftom, charged with great fury. Nadir having feledted a proper 
ground, and encouraged his men, flood the fhockj and when the tar- 
tars by their own impetuofity were in fome difordcr, the Persian troops 
made a general difcharge of their fire-arms, then falling on with their 
fabres and battle-axes, put them to flight, deftroying near 3000, and re- 
taking all their plunder and captives, which were very confiderable. 

Nadir, elated with this his firft vidtory, returned in triumph to mes- 
ched, where he was received with great expreflions of joy. The fire 
of his ambition now began to blaze, nor could he fupprefs the confciouf- 
nefs of his fervices, but demanded to be confirmed in his office of general, 
under the command of babulu khan : this governor afiured him that he 
would write to court in his favour, and that nothing fhould be wanting 

on 

• Commanders of loop are called mim bashjs. As few readers can' retain a remembrance of the 
explanation of Persian words, I {hall avoid them as much as poffible j but when they neceflarily 
occur, 1 (haft occafionally mention their fignification, tho* the fame words mould have been already 
explained in othe* parts of this work. - 
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on his part, to reward his merit. Whether it was that babulu khan 
did not aft ingenuoufly and agreeable to hi$ promife ; or that the weak 
adminiftration of shah sultan hussbin evaded the promotion of nadir, 
is uncertain^ he was however much incenfed at his difappointment. 
What added to his refentment, was to fee a perfon much younger than 
himfelf, and. a relation of babulu khan, without either experience or 
abilities, placed in his command. Under thefe circumftances, nadir 
demanded of the khan the reafons of fo unjuft a conduct ; and with a 
ferocity peculiar to him, made no fcruple to declare his opinion, that the 
khan had not afted as a man of honour. This infolent behaviour obli- 
ged the governor to alter his condud ; fo that from the higheft com- 
mendations of nadir's valour, he condemned him to be beaten, in the 
fevereft manner, on the foles of his feet c . What contributed to this dis- 
grace, was the envy of nadir's abilities as a foldier, among feveral offi- 
cers of diltin&ion in the Persian troops. It is eafy to imagine that a 
man of fo imperious a fpirit, could but ill brook fuch indignities > he 
therefore retired from mesched to feek fome new adventure. 



C H A P. II. 

Nadir retires to kjblat, and is well received by bis uncle. From thence 
he retreats to the mountains, where be forms a Jirong party, and robs 
for federal years. The Afghans take Isfahan. Sef o din beg 
deferts shah tjehmas. Nadir'j uncle obtains a pardon for bis nephew 
of the shah. NadirV treacherous conduft infeizing kjelat •, be beats 
a Jirong party of the Afghans, takes nichabur, and reinforces bis 
army with 1000 men. 

j 7 19. ^^T ADIR being thus turned loofc into the world, applied his thoughts 
1^1 immediately how to retrieve his fortunes, and do himfelf that 
juftice^ which he could not obtain of babulu khan. His uncle*, a 

chief 

« TJiis is common to pcrfons of the higheft rank in pb mi a. See Vol. L page 256. ■ It 

JXmy perhaps feem ftrange, that it adiVi father ihould haver been a cap -maker, and his ancle chief of 
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chief of one of the tribes of the afshars, commanded at ktjelat, a 1719. 
ftrong hold, about ten days journey from mesched : to him he applied* 
and complained of the hard treatment he had met with in the king's 
fervice. His uncle entertained him for fome time, till by his intrigues 
he began to difcover ambitious defigns ; and nadir thus becoming an . 
objeft of jealoufy, was obliged to retire. 

Nadir was now determined to feek a fupport by the arte of violence, 
in which he was a thorough proficient ; experience having taught him, 
that he could not procure a fubfiftence in a manner fuitable to his vaft 
defires, by any other means. It is probable, he had already planned a 
defign of getting pofleffion of kjel at ; however, he retired, for the third 
time, into the mountains, where he returned to his old trade of robbery. 

Maghmud having invaded Persia, and compelled the unfortunate 1722* 
hussein to yield up his capital, together with his diadem, the provinces 
were involved in great confirfon and diftrefs : this afforded the better op- 
portunity to nadir, to collect a body of men of defperate fortunes, many 
of whom had already ferved under him as foldiers. After robbing feveral 
caravans, he foon acquired riches enough to bring together the number of 
feven or eight hundred men of approved refolution ; and having fixed a 
rendezvous in the mountains, they made incurfions into khorasan, and 
the adjacent provinces, laying the country under fuqh contributions as they 
pleafed to impofe. 

The Afghans, though in pofleffion of Isfahan, were not diffidently * 
numerous to make a rapid conqueft of the whole empire; feveral pro- 
vinces and cities in the heart of it, as well as the frontiers, refufed to fubmit; 
and thereby cut them out work for fome time. As to TjEHMas, the 
fourth fon of hussein w , who made his efcape from Isfahan, and was 

now 

H tribe, and governor of k je l a t ; bat not fo flrange as. n a d i r's own fortune. When, and by what 
means, the uncle became chief of a tribe, I know not ; but it is not fo difficult to comprehend, how 
r one brother may be in eafy circumftances, and the other poor 5 whilft we fee fo many revolutions in 
human affairs in burope, and many more in asia. v His firft fon was seffie myrza, 

whom the minifters of shah hussein had once caufed to be confined, from an apprehenfion that 
he had too much courage and fagacity to fuffer that infamous adminiftration, for which they were fo 
diitinguifned ; and it is prefumed that this prince was afterwards put to death by the Afghans. 

Vol. IV. B 
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1722. now considered as the lawful heir of the Persian monarchy, he was 
rather a fugitive himfelf, than in a capacity of 1 upporting order and go- 
vernment in thofe provinces not yet fubjetted to the Afghans; and was 

1724. now content with an obicure life, in the province of mazanderan. In. 
the interim, the turks feized upon the provinces in the weft and fouth 
weft; and the Russians conquered the weftern coaft of the Caspian, in- 
cluding great part of ghilan. However, as foon as t^hmas was infor- 
med that the king his father had abdicated his right to the fovereignty ; 
he, in quality of fuccefibr, took the title of shah, by which name we 
(hall call him, tho' he can hardly be faid to have been more than a no- 
minal king. 

1726. Whilft he was negotiating fecret treaties with the provinces that pro- 
feffed any fidelity to him, or fending embaflies to implore the afliftarice 
of the neighbouring ftates, nadir "extended his lawlefs fovereignty in the 
eaftern frontiers, living on fpoil, and exadting what he thought neceflary 
for the fupport of himfelf and his followers. 

1727. About five years pafled under thefe circumftances j when, at length, 
TiEHMAS collected a little army; but his father's fortune ftill purfued him. 
One of his principal generals, sef o din beg, a chief of the bayots x , 
having given fome offence, and being apprehenfive of punifhment, fled 
from TiEHMAS's camp with the troops under his command, which were 
no lefs than 1500 men, and joined nadir kouli, who was then in the 
fame province of khorasan. The union of their forces compofed a 
body of 2 or 3000 men, which the adjacent country was compelled to 
fupport : this formidable body was within 30 leagues of KjElat, fo that 
nadir's uncle began to be much alarmed, left his nephew fhould attempt 
to diflodge him from his ftrong hold : in order, therefore, to fupport a 
good underftanding, he wrote to him in very obliging terms, intimating^ 
that he had now a fair opportunity of making his fortune* by engaging 
in the fervice of his lawful fovereign shah t^hmas ; who, he was fure 
would pardon him, and all his followers. Nadir fecmed to relifh the 
propofal, and defired his uncle to procure the king's pardon, which he 

would 

* Thcfc arc the inhabitants of dist bay ad, adiftriftin kouhestan* 
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would gladly accept: accordingly the uncle reprefented the cafe to the 1727. 
shah, who, tho' he knew nadir to be a raoft notorious offender, yet as 
he was in great need of fo brave and experienced an officer, with fo con- 
fiderable a body of men, immediately figned his pardon, and fent it to 

KifcLAT. 

The uncle no fooner received this writing, than he difpatched it to his 
nephew; upon the receipt of which, nadir kouli fet out for k^lat, 
in company with sef o din beg, under an efcort of 100 men of his beft 
troops. He had now a convenient opportunity of exerciling his genius 
in the art of treachery. His uncle received him with great kindnefs, and 
entertained him and his followers as perfons to whom he had done a 
fignal fervice, and from whom confequently he apprehended no harm; 
at the fame time he fhewed them all the honour and regard due to per- 
fons of rank and condition. Nadir, on the other hand, had not forgot the 
indignities offered Jiim five years before ; neither was he ignorant of the 
motives of his uncle in procuring the pardon, nor of the kings views in 
granting it : but whatever moral considerations ought to have influenced his 
conduct his thirft of power filenced the dictates of confcience : fo that he 
determined tQ.embrace the opportunity of an hofpitable reception, and the 
Ipscious pretence of an obliged gueft, to make a facrifice of his bene- 
factor. For this purpofe he had left orders that 500 more of his beft 
men fhould follow him the next day, and conceal themfelves near the 
fortrefs of k-^elat, and there be ready at a fignal appointed. 

Having thus concerted his meafures, the fecond -night after his arrival 
he ordered his 100 men within the caftle to kill the centries, and fhiit 
up the reft of the garrifon, to the number of 200 men, in their bar- 
racks, whilft he went himfelf into his uncle's chamber and murdered 
him. As foon as he made' the fignal, his 500 men were let in at the 
gates, and he became abfolute mafter of the fortrefs without fhedding 
much blood. Thofe of the garrifon,. who did not chufe to fhare his 
fortune, he fet at liberty. The next day he difpatched meffengers with the 
news of his fuccefs, ordering the remainder of his men to join him j and 
now inftead of changing his refidence continually, as the apprehenfions 

B 2 of 
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1727. of aft enemy, or other reafons of convenience might render neceflary, he 
eftablifhed his head-quarters in this fortrefs. Kalat includes a con- 
fiderable fpot of ground, the natural fituation of which, with the affiftance 
of fome art, has rendered it almoft inacceffible* He continued there for 
. teveral months, levying contributions. The fuccefs of this enterprise was 
the more grateful to him, as this place was not far diftant fropx that of 
his birth ; his poor relations and friends in the neighbourhood were re- 
lieved by his bounty, and the humanity with which he treated moft of 
the inhabitants of the adjacent country, induced numbers to enlift them- 
felves in his troops ; fo that from this time he in fome meafure appeared 
as an independent fovereign, efpecially as shah tahmas's authority was 
not acknowledged at mesched, meluck maghmud, an abdollee chief, 
having got pofleffion of that city. 

Nadir being thus become formidable, carried his views beyond the 
plunder of defencelefs peasants : he afpired at the delivery of his country 
from her foreign enemies, particularly the Afghans, who had lorded it 
over the Persians with the utmoft barbarity for five years : but altho' 
he appeared as a fovereign, he did not pretend to wage war againft the 
Afghans in any other name than that of shah tahmas. As he was 
confcious that the shah muft have greatly refented his killing his uncle, 
under pretence of accepting the royal pardon, he refolved to do fome 
fignal a&ion in behalf of the king, that might obliterate tfye remembrance 
of his conduit at k<£LAT, 

With this view he prepared for an expedition againft the Afghans, 
who were matters of the neighbouring city nichabur y , where they had 
a garrifon of above 3000 men. Nadir's forces exceeded this number, 
but being unaccuftomed to fieges, and defirous of action in the field, he 
determined to make ufe of a ftratagem to draw the enemy out of their 
garrifon : the Afghans, who confidered nadir rather as a free-booter, 
than the general of a formidable body of forces, apprehended no great 
danger from his neighbourhood. Their troops, to the number of 600, 
were fecurely marauding, when nadir detached about that number 

of 

y NicHABtR, fometimes called Irak, was formerly the capital of KH9RA8AN, till abas the 
«trbat eftablifhed the torib of imam kovm ii£a at miicmid* 
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of his cavalry, who attacked them unexpectedly, and cut them' to pieces : 1727, 
upon this, the governor with his whole garrifon iflued forth to fall upon 
the Persians, who immediately retreated towards banrahad, a* defile 
in the mountains, which feparates the provinces of khorasan and astra- 
bad ; this was the rendezvous appointed. The Afghans purfued them 
for feveral leagues'; till they came to this defile : nadir, in the interim, 
marched with 1 500 of his men, and under the favour of a wood, which 
covers' thefe mountains, he concealed his men at the entrance of the 
pafs. The Afghans, not fufpe&ing any other enemy to be near, fol- 
lowed the 600 men with an impatience of refenting the lofs they had juft 
fuftained at nichabur. As foon as they had well entered the defile/ 
which is very narrow, the 600 Persians faced about, whilft nadir with 
bis body of 1 500 men, fell upon them in rear, with fuch impetuofity, 
that the aftoniihed Afghans incapable of ading with their cavalry, and 
fufpe&ing themfelves furrounded by a great army, became an eafy prey, 
and few of them efcaped the daughter. 

After dividing the fpoil taken upon this, occafion, nadir returned 
to nichabur, the gates of whigh were opened to him : he took pof- 
feffion of it in the name of shah Tj£Hmas, charging his troops not to 
injure any of the inhabitants, declaring that his intentions were to deliver 
them from the tyranny and ufurpation of the Afghans, and to fupport 
them in their fidelity to their true fovereign * as he knew that neceffity 
only had induced them to fubmit to their late mailers. The effeds be- 
longing to the Afghans he divided among his foldiers ; and the humanity 
with which he treated the inhabitants, was fo remarkable, that without 
forcing a (ingle perfon to join him, he obtained a reinforcement of near 
1000 men. 

* The entrance of this defile is about eight or ten leagues difiance from nichabur. 
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CHAP. III. 

Nadir kouli hears of the dijtrefs of shah t^hmas at farabad ; defres 
' his pardon, and obtains it. He joins • bis forces with thofe under the 
command of fatey ali khan, whom he afterwards kills, and acquires 
the fole command of the army. He condutfs shah t.chmas to nicha- 
bur, and from thence to mesched. Shah t^ehmas'j devotion in that 
city. 

* ■ * 

2727. X \ J HIL S T nadir was preparing at nich^bur for new expeditions, 
V V he received intelligence that shah t^hmas was reduced to great 
^extremities. This prince had been pent up in mazanderan, as a kind 
of dependant on fatey ali khan khajar*, who had during the. 
troubles taken pofleffion of that province, which being fortified by the 
mountains that furround it, the inhabitants refufed to iubmit to the do- 
minion of the Afghans* Tjehmas in the mean while treated with the 
turks and the Russians, but he was fo far from receiving fuccours from 
either, that they had divided greajt part of his dominions, as already men- 
tioned: he was therefore obliged to take up his quarters at farabad 1 "; 
from whence, in cafe of danger to his perfon, he could embark on the Cas- 
pian sea. Thefe circumftances were favourable to nadir, who made no 
doubt of procuring a full pardon for all his offences: this he had the more 
reafon to expeft, as his lad a&ion againft the Afghans had increafed his 
piilitary reputation, and made him considered, in fome meafure, as the in- 
flrument of providence for the delivery of his country. Having therefore 
caufed his forces to advance to the confines of mazanderan, he ferit to 
acquaint the shah of the affair at'NiCHABUR, and that himfelf and .his 
troops were entirely at his majefty's fervice ; adding, that he defired to 
have the honour of waiting upon the king, to whom he would give an 
account of the reafons of his condudt at the fortrefs of k^lat, which 
he held at the king's orders. Tho' tjehmas had received impreffions 
jnuch to the difadvantage of nadir, propofals of this nature feemed to 

promife 

* This khan was a native of astrabad, whofe inhabitants, as I have explained in Vol. I. page 
J02, arc dift inguifhed by the name of k h a j a rs. b This is the place mentioned in Vol. I. page 209. 
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promife fome happy event, and were highly fatisfa&ory 5 he therefore 1727. 
made anfwer, that nadir might come with all fecurity, and fliould be 
received as his faithful fervant. Accordingly nadir, leaving his troops at 
fome diftance, fet out with an efcort of 100 Cavalry for farabad. 

Fatey ali khan; khajar c having, ?s already mentioned, taken pof- 
feffion of the province of mazanderan, as alfo of astrabad, headed a 
ftrong party of k ha jars, who are a very warlike people. Tahmas 
fent a body of forces againft him, whom the khajaks repulfed: but 
upon the king's taking a folemn oath to pardon them all, and that he 
Would never, upon any con fid era tion, touch the life of fatey ali khan 
khajar, but always treat him as a faithful fetvant; the khan on his 
part fwore allegiance, and the khajars, who were naturally attached* to 
the seffie family, became the only fafe-guard of the king : they even en- 
gaged, that fts foon as a favourable opportunity fhould offer, they would 
recover mesched out of the hands of the rebel meluck maghmud. 
For this purpofe fatey ali khan had recommended nadir to the 
king, as a very gallant officer, and one whofe afliftance was much to be 
defired; he therefore received nadir with open arms, and. offered his 
fervice to introduce him to his majefty. Nadir's efcort made but a con- 
temptible figure with regard to their apparel and accoutrements, their 
merit confifting only in their ftrength and valour. He faw that the khan 
was treated with the refpeft of a fovereign prince, whilft t^hmas had 
only the name of fuch $ and tho' he naturally confidered his own merit 
as much/uperior to that of the khan, yet, # not to appear his rival, he 
affc&ed great humility, and would not even fit in the khan's prefencc 
without great importunity. 

Nadir being introduced to shah t^ehmas, acknowledged the greiat 
obligations he was under to his majefty for the free pardon which had 
been granted him 5 that however ftrange his condudl might appear, the 
death of his uncle was fo far from being a contempt of the royal clemency, 
that it ought to be confidered as an expreflion of his gratitude* to the king j, 
for that the caftle of k-selat was now at his majefty's command, which 

he 

e This is the father of mahommed hassan, by whom I was robbed in 1744* of whofe conduit 
there is an ample account in Vol. I. Page 30 1» 
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1727. he had very good reafon to believe it would not have been, had his uncle 
remained in pofleffion of it. He then related the affair of tf ichabur, 
in which he made it evident, that he had given fuch a (hock to the 
power of the Afghans in thofe parts, that it would very much facilitate 
the conqueft of her at ; and that he did not doubt but in a fhort time 
fatey ali khan KHAjAR and himfelf fhould reftore the kingdom 
to their majefties, the true defendants of the seffies, whom thofe fa- 
vage invaders the Afghans had fo highly injured. 

This difcourfe was uttered in fo refpedtful manner, mixed with fo noble 
a boldnefs, that the shah could not but exprefs his fatisfa&ion, and told 
him, he hoped the hour would come, whefc he fhould be able to re- 
ward his fervices in a manner fuitable to. his great merit. Nadir then 
obtained a pardon for sef o din beg and all his followers, telling his 
majefty, that tho' he could not commend the appearance of his troops, 
he would anfwer for their experience, valour, and fidelity to their true 
< fovereign. * 

Matters being thus adjufted to the mutual fatisfe&ion of the shah and 
his new general nadir, his troops, which nowconfifted of 4 or 5000 
men, were ordered to enter the province of mazanderan, and to join 
thofe of fatey ali khan khajar, fo that the whole conftituted an 
army of above 8000 men. Nadir made it his fludy to cultivate a good 
correfpondence with the khan, and by his humble deportment infinuated 
himfelf fo much, that there feemed to be no jeafoufy entertained of him ; 
whilfl the fuperior genius which he demonflrated, gave him an apparent 
afcendency in the efteem of the shah. 

In the interim nadir, whofe ambition could not bear an equal, much 
lefs a fuperior, had fecretly inftigated his creatures to complain of the 
conduit of the khan, with refpeft to the good ordef and payment of 
the troops, and the extravagant price of their cloathing. He alfo watched 
the khan very clofely, and finding the king had already received im- 
preflions to the difadvantage of this general, he took a favourable op- 
portunity of acquainting his majefly, that he had difcovered a treacherous 
correfpondency between the khan,, and meluck maghmud the rebel- 

2 governor 
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governor of mesched ; and that, under pretence of conducing the shah 1727, 
to the conqueft of that city, as had been concerted, his intentions were to 
deliver him toMELUCK maghmud, on condition, that whilft the latter was 
to continue matter of that city, together with the whole province, which 
their joint forces were to fubdue, the kha*} fhould remain in pofleifion of 
the fouthern coaft of the Caspian fea; and as a proof of what he advanced, 
he produced letters of the khan, which he pretended to have intercepted. 

It feemed improbable that the khan fhould really have held fuch a 
correfpondency, after having had t^hmas in his hands for fome time $ 
nor is it believed, that any change of circumftances induced him to take 
fuch defperate meafures: however, it was not the fortune of tjehmas 
to be much wifer than his father hussein $ .and he gave the eafier 
credit to the report, as he recollected that the khan had been in arms 
againft him not long before ; and that nadir, who had given fuch re- 
peated proofs of his fidelity, could have no intereft in deceiving him, to 
the ruin of that very man, who had fo lately made a point of recom- 
mending him to his favour. Nadir affe&ed a great concern, reprefent- 
ing to the shah, that his duty to his fovereign was prior to all other 
considerations - y and moreover, that it was impoflible his majefty could, 
with any confiftency, entertain hopes of recovering his dominions, whilft 
he cherifhed a ferpent in his bofom, and trufted himfelf in the hands 
of men devoid of fidelity. 

Tjbhmas, at length, believing the fad, was much perplexed with 
regard to the oath he had taken, never to hurt, much lefs to touch the 
life of, fatey ali khan. To which nadir replied ; " If your ma- 
" jefty has taken an oath, I have not;" and thus, by a tacit confent, 
the ruin of the khan was refolved. This general, not fufpe&ing fuch an 
intrigue againft his life, came to court as ufual > when nadir ordered a 
colonel d , who was one of his creatures, to take an opportunity of killing 
him : but fo great was the reputation of the khan, and his pretence fo 
majeftic, that the colonel was fo much awed, that he put this bufinefs 

on 

4 This was the perfon whom I have mentioned in Vol. I. page 308. 

Vol. IV. C 
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1727. on his fervant. Nadir having the* executed this pretended fervice to his 
mailer, carried out the head on a fpear, and prefented it to the foldiers, de- 
claring the reafon of the khan's death, and that thofc who meant to he 
faithful to their fovereign, could not difapprove of the death of a traitor: that 
for his own part, he was refolved to Sacrifice all the confiderations of friend* 
fhip and private intereft, to the good of his Country, and the reftoration of 
his majefty to his dominions. Thefe declarations, in fome meafure, fatisfied 
thofe who were moil attached to the deceafed ; fome who affe&ed to mur- 
mur, as if there had been foul play, and that the khan had been cut off 
through the intrigues of nadir and his creatures, were ieized and confined. 

1728. Nadir having thus removed the bar to his ambition, as a reward for 
this fignal fervice was conftituted a khan e , and had the command of the 
whole army given him : he now began to difplay all the talents of an able 
minifter and a great general, fo that t^hmas trufted entirely to his con- 
duit. He was a mafter of the art of improving advantages, and knew 
that his fecurity, as well as the future advancement of his fortune, de- 
pended on that army, of which he was now the chief. As one of his 

» 

peculiar chara&eriftics was a piercing knowledge of men \ he foon re- 
folved which officers to difcharge, and whom to pat in their place : he 
gained the affections of the common foldiers by an unwearied attention to 
every circumftance that could tend to the promotion of their intereft, par- 
ticularly with regard to their being paid punctually, and buying their cloaths 
at an eafy price. His firft care was to engage his mafter to march his 
army into &horasan, where he allured him the inhabitants were ready 
to take up arms againft the common enemy. 

The proper meafures being taken to fecure the pafs of banrahad, the 
army marched towards nichabur, the king himfelf commanding in per- 
fon. Tjehmas made his entrance there the 15th of May; on which occafion 
the inhabitants proclaimed their joy in the (Tncereft manner. Their wifhes 
feemed to prefage his reftoration, which they were the more inclined to 
believe, frcrtn the pleafure they received in being the firft city that was re- 
lieved 
1 

• This made him nadir kovli khan, but we do not find him called by that name, becaufe he 
foon afterwards was honoured with the name of the ihah, and was called tjehmas kouh khan. 

8 
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lievcd froin the yoke of the Afghans, at a time when they leaft expeSed 1728. 
(0 happy an event. It was an acceffion to their joy, th*t this revolution 
was brought about 'by a pcr&n whom they had considered only as a robber, 
and whofe power as inch they dreaded equally with that of the apghans* 
but who was ;iow verifying the afTurance? he had given them a few months 
^before, that he meant to reftore the Persian diadem to the true heir of 
shah sultan bussein. The Afghans in thofe parts, difheartened by 
the great lofs they had fufFered in (he affair of banrahad, and unable to 
recruit, retired from the neighbourhood of nichabur, without attempt- 
ing to fuccour their ally meluck maghmud, . governor of mesched. 

Under thefe cii'cumftances, nadir found no difficulty tp augment the 
shah's army $ the anxious wi&ee of the people* to fee themfelves free 
from the yoke of the Afghans, and their defire of efta&Jifljiog their law- 
ful fovereign, foon brought a ftrong reinforcement, fi> that this general 
was now at the head of near 1 8,000 men, a larger army than had for a 
long time appeared in thofe parts.. 

Nadir was impatient under every unnecef&ry delay, and prepared 
immediately to march with all his forces agawft the apdollees, who 
under the command of melucx maghmud* had taken ppffeffios of mes- 
ched : they no fbaner heard of the defeat of the Afghans in the defile 
of banrahad, and that shah tjehmas had entered krorasan with a 
numerous army, than they began to prepare for a defence. But mesched 
being a pkee of little or no ftrength, and the inhabitants intirely averfe 
to the rebel government, they retired from that city $ fo that when nadir 
arrived there with his troops, the shah made a. triumphant entrance, 
without efFufion of blood. The citizens, delivered from oppreffion, re- % 
ceived t^hmas with the higheft demonftrations of joy j and nadir, who 
was perfonally known in that city, where babulu khan had fome years 
before treated him with great indignity, was now loaded with honours. 
The prefent^ fituation of T-ffiHMAs's affairs, rendered him incapable of 
making his acknowledgments to nadir in a pecuniary way; yet he was 
in the higheft degree prodigal of his authority, as if he already meant 
to constitute him his fovereign, rather than his general* And as the 

C 2 higheft 
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1728, higheft mark of dignity which he could confer on him, according to the 
cuftom of the Persian kings, was to give him his own. name, from hence 
forward he ordered him to be called T&HMAf Kouia khan f $ by which 
name we ihall diilinguifh him, till he wrefted the diadem from his mafter, 

T^shmas thus lavifh of bis favours/ may be fuppofed to have aded 
upon principles of gratitude, as men of probity are generally inclined to 
think this a duty * but where the expreffioh of this .virtue is alfo an ho- 
nour conferred on him who receives it, nothing cap be more reafbnable* 
than to expedt a fuitable return. However, he feemed to be ignorant, 
that when princes have nothing left to beftow, they feldom receive any 
return for thofe favours they have already conferred $ nor is it ftrange 
that it fhould fo happen with regard to princes, when we find it fo iU 
moft every day in common life. 

This prince, who partook much of the genius of his father, with re- 
gard to the religious turn of his mind, rejoiced at fo favourable an op* 
portunity of paying his devotion at the tomb of imam * riza ; for it had 
been long obferved as a duty of the kings of Persia b , to make a pilgri- 
mage once in their life-time to this tomb, as the turks do to mecca 
and Medina. And the perils which he had gone through fince the battle 
of gvlnabad, with his providential restoration, by means of his general 
Tjehmas kouli khan, naturally infpired his mind with a deeper fenfc 

of gratitude to heaven. 

PART 

r Some authors mention this event after the battle of daw coon the next year ; bat it is probable that 
he might now have a double motive betides that of gratitude, as generofity, or policy, to make his name 
known in that of the general ; which, if we judge from the event, was however a very falfe policy. 

s One of their prophets or chief expounders of their religion. * Shah aaas the cheat, who 
was an able politician, as well as a great foldier, obferviog that the r ersi a>n s carried great wealth out 
of his country every year in their pilgrimages to mahommbd's tomb, employed all: his art to refrore the 
reputation of iu ma r i z a ; and not only difcredited the notion of going out of their own country upon 
fo long a journey, which in ibme meafure was interdicting thefe pilgrimages, but knowing that his 
people had, as is indeed common among chrjftians, a fond inclination to afcribe a more peculiar (anc- 
tity Co fome particular place; in order to fhew them an example, he caufed a very magnificent mofque 
to be built on the tomb of this prophet at mbscrid, and made the pilgrimage him&lf with ail his 
court. By thus (hewing an example, mbsched became a place of great reforr, and journeys id 
Arabia were out of faihion. The kings his fucceffors made it a law to themfclves, to begin their 
reign by a pilgrimage to this tomb ; and in procefs of time, it was very rare~for any Persian of the 
feftof ali to make the pilgrimage of mecca or>upiKA. 
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PART II. 

FROM THE 

« 

Recovers of the whole province of 

KH OR AS AN in 1728, 

T O T H E 

Expulsion op SULTAN ASHREFF our op 

ISFAHAN, in 1729. 

CHAP. IV. 

Ti€HMAs kovli KrtAN reduces khorasan and herat. He returns in 
triumph to mesched, with the bead of the governor of herat* Shah 
TiEHMAS fends an emhajador to the ottoman court. The turks fend 

SULIMAN EFFBNDI into PERSIA. AsHREFF defiroys SA1ID ACHMED 

khan governor of kherman, and prepares to attack t^ehmas shah. 
Ashre£f marches to damgoon, and is defeated ; be retreats to Isfa- 
han; and encamps bis trooops at mourtchakhor. 

♦ 

WHILST t^ehmas shah was offering up his prayers to the i 72 8/ 
deity, t^ehmas kouli khan prefented incenfe to his idols 
of ambition and military glory, the only deities he feemed to 
reverence. Reafons of policy might juftly induce TjEhmas shah to re- 
main in mesched, till his army fhould be in a condition to march towards 
Isfahan : and it was natural for his general TiEHMAS kouli khan, to. re- 
commend this ftep, as it left him at liberty to aft with the more bound* 
lefs authority in the army. The country of KHORASAN.was well known 
to him in every part, in confequence of the many excurfions he had made, 
as an officer in the army, as well as the chief of a band of robbers. The 

beginning 
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1728* beginaing of this year he marched at the head of a confidcrable body of 
forces, to reduce the other cities and towns of the province, which had 
revolted, and eftabltfhed an independent government, or fubmitted to the 

AFGHANS. 



' -. 



The news of shah t^hmas having entered mesched in triumph, where 
he now took up his refidence, facilitated the enterprizes of t^hmas kouli 
khan ; fo that the greateft part of the towns and villages fent deputations, 
and profefTed themfelves entirely devoted to the intepeft of their lawful 
fovereign. Before this year was ended, we find all the vaft country of 
khorasan fubjefted, and the Afghans obliged to retire, without daring 
to give battle. Nadir returned to mesched, not fo much out of incli- 
nation, as to make an appearance of refpedt for his matter, and to con* 
fult about the future operations of the war. 

It was about ten years fince the inhabitants of her at, which is near 
the frontiers of khorasan, had in confequence of the victory obtained by 
the young ezadallah, fliaken off the Persian yoke, and ere&ed them* 
Selves into a kind of republic 1 , together with the whole province of that 
name. It does not appear, that this young ufurper yet remained in that 
government, which he had been the great inftrument of forming, tho 9 he 
hod for fome time maintained the chief office in it. It is certain, however, 
that th'$ republic became formidable to the neighbouring country, and was 
at this very time meditating the invafion of khorasan : but the fuccefs 
which TjCHMas kouli khan had againft the Afghans at nichabur, 
and afterwards through the whole province of khorasan, put a bar to 
the execution of their projeft. 

Tjehmas kouli khan having reprefented to the shah, the facility 
with which he could reduce herat, obtained a permiffion to march to 
that province, with about 12000 men: he no fooner encamped under 
the walls of the city, than the inhabitants naturally inconftant, and diffi- 
dent ef their ability to oppofe the fortune and valour of t^ehmas kouli 
khan, fubmitted to him, and delivered up their chief, together with the 

garrifon. 

1 It it prcfumed, as they were in alliance with the Afghans, whofe feat of empire was Isfa- 
han, and that the abdollibs of herat were in fome raeafure tributary td them. 
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garrifon k . The Persian general having caufed the former to bfc be- 1728% 
headed, left a garrifon in her AT; he treated the inhabitants with fo ju- 
dicious a mixture of mildnefs and fe verity, according to their different 
circumftances, that he feemed to have fecured their allegiance -, he then 
prepared to march back to mesched, agreeably to the orders he had re* 
ceived from the shah. Being returned victorious, with the head of the 
late governor of herat, he began to form a more important enterprize, 
than that of marching Southward through the deferts of segestan, as 
the Afghans had dtfne five years before. 

In order to detach the Turks from the intereft of ashreff, whom 
they had with great relu&ancy acknowledged as fovereign of Persia ; 
tjehmas had in the mean time fent an enibaflador to the ottomans 
court This minifter was received with more regard than he expedted ; 
for the news of tjehmas kouli khan's exploits having reached Con- 
stantinople, gave the Turks a good impreffion of the ftate of the 
affairs of shaht^hmas. Tho' their intereft was concerned to fee Per- 
sia humbled, yet they did not much incline to fupport an ufurper, whole 
imperious fpirit had carried him fo far as to pretend to an equality with 
the grand feign i or. But in order to be informed more minutely of cir- 
cumftances fo interefting to them, they fent suliman effendi, an offi- 
cer of truft, into Persia ; of whom they foon learnt, that t^hmas 
.already mailer of khorasan and herat, with a confiderable army of 
choice troops, and a general of great reputation at their head, feemed to 
promife an approaching change in the Persian empire. 

In the mean time ashreff, after giving a check to a Turkish army, 1729J 
tho* it was the effect of accident rather than military ftrength, dreaded no 
evil from the fugitive tjehmas : he often mentioned him in terms fo 
comtemptuous, that to appearance he had perfuaded himielf of the im- 
poflibility of being molefted by him. 

After a tedious fiege, he had at length made himfelf mafter of yezd, 
which at different times had coft the Afghans much blood; kherma- 

" v nia 

k This a&ion has been reprefented as a battle, in which the abdollees had 30,000 men ; but 1 l 
could never find any authority for that report, a3 a fourth part of that number in fuch a province 
would be confidered a great army, under fuch diftrefled circumftances as the empire was then in* 



*4 THE HISTORY OF Part IL 

1729. kia had alfo fubmitted to him. Saiid achmed khan, who was a near 
relation of the royal blood of the sheffies, during the troubles had efta- 
blifhed an independant fovereignty in kherman j'a, of which ashreff had 
not leifure to difpoffefs him by force of arms; but saiid being in want of 
money to pay an army, and the impoverished Hate of the province making 
it impoffible to raife fufficient contributions for that purpofe, his forces at 
length deferted him. He then fubmitted to ashreff, who was not only 
the nearcft potentate, hut the only one who feemed to have any regal au- 
thority : defiring him, however, to remember that he had only aded upon 
the iame principles as ashreff himfelf, and therefore hoped to be re- 
ceived with the refpedt due to his quality, and with all fecurity to his 
^perfon j upon condition of which he profeflcd an entire devotion to the 
fervice of this Afghan prince. 

Ashreff promifed the khan his protection, under the fandion of fa* 
cred oaths, and let him know that he might repair to shir ass, with the 
people under his command, in all poflible fecurity : but no fooner was 
lie arrived there, than the governor fent him prifoner to Isfahan, where 
he was 'beheaded. The province of khermania, and the country on 
the fea coaft quite to bender abassi, thus becoming fubjedt to ash- 
reff, his dominions were extended farther than he had forces to guard 
them; for the cruelties and depredations committed from the Afghan 
invafion till this time, having impoverilhed the inhabitants to an ex- 
treme degree, he was in no capacity to maintain an army fufficiently nu- 
merous to fupport his authority over fo vaft a tradt of country. As to 
the Persian foldiers, they were as reludtant to enter into the fervice of 
the Afghans, as the Afghans were diffident of their fidelity j and from 
jcandahar recruits could hardly be expected in great numbers ; for 
hussein KHAtf, the governor of that province, fince the murder of his 
brother mir maghmud in Isfahan, confidered ashreff rather as an 
enemy than a friend; and prefuming that he might fhortly be driven 
out of Persia, he would hardly fend him recruits, left by that means he 
might retire into kandahar, and with the fame authority that he put 
maghmud to death, claim the fovereignty of that province, 

£ Spiritual 
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Spiritual and temporal power being interwoven in the clofeft manner 1729. 
by the m ahommedan law, the grand fignior is fuppofed to reign over 
the turks in quality of imam 1 , and fucceflbr of the Caliphs.; From 
hence he claims an authority over all mahommedans of the fed: of 
the sunnis, fo that ashreff, who was of that fed:, could not wjth any 
confiftency refufe to acknowledge him as fuch, without affetting an inde- 
pendent power. However, he artfully contrived to make his fubmiffion 
procure him what was more eflential; for he obtained from the turks 
the acknowledgement of his being fovereign of Persia, arid of his holding 
that dignity and power according to law : and having thus made a puiflant 
protedor of a formidable enemy, he lulled himfelf into a fecurity, as if 
his dominion was built on the moil folid bails. He had given rechid 
basha, the Turkish embaflador, the kindeft reception, and (hewed him 
many marks of honour, during his refidence at Isfahan. 

Not to be wanting in a fuitable return, the turks made great prepa- 
rations for the reception of the embaffador of ashreff, who arrived at 
Constantinople in july this year. Greater rejoicings could not have 
been made for the reception of a fovereign prince returning in triumph. 
It is however very remarkable, that this Afghan affeded a contempt of 
all the grand appearances, the military (hews, and the roaring of cannon ; 
for without looking on one fide or the other, *s he entered Constanti- 
nople, he continued to read his khoran. It is natural to prefume from 
this incident, that he endeavoured to raife the reputation of his country- 
men for great fandity, and a divine zeal for the m ahommedan law, as 
pradtifed by the turks : this fort of conduit had been the chief caufe, 
a fhort time before, of faving his mailer ashreff, together with the 
Afghan army, from deftrudion $ but the embaflador now over-aded his 
part, and gave the turks impreffions to the difadvantage of his nation. 

Ashreff in the mean while enjoyed the fweets of peace. The love 
of pleafure is natural to mankind, and freedom from toil is generally 
fuppofed the beft means to arrive at it. This prince was certainly a man 

of 

1 Chief of religion. 
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1720. of parts, very circumfpeft, and an intrepid foldicr: but like moft other 
oriental warriors of diftindtion, he had no fenfe of any moral obliga- 
tion. He feemed now to be arrived at the higheft point that the nature 
of his affairs would admit; and therefore it was natural to give fome 
indulgence to his favourite paffions. However he kept part of his troops 
in the field, whilft he followed the exercifes of hunting, and gratified 
his inclination in building. As to the pleafures of women, they are but 
an ordinary confequence of mahommedan voluptuoufnefs, efpecially 
when it is fupported by an unlimited authority. 

This prince, who had hitherto confidered nadir kouli in no other 
light than as a robber, began now to look upon him as a formidable 
enemy. Shah t^hmas had been fo much the ridicule of the court of 
Isfahan, that the news of his fuccefles in the eaftern parts of the empire 
did nof feem to give the leaft alarm to the folders, nor even to the officers 
of the army. They gave him the name of sek zade, in allufion to the 
word cHEiK m ZADE, the latter being fon of the king, and the former foa 
of a bitch : at the fame time they expreffed great fatisfaftion, that they 
fhould at length have an opportunity of getting him into their hands. 
However proper it might be to encourage the common foldiers to think 
thus contemptibly of their enemy 5 ashreff, who had certain intelligence 
of his force, and the valour of his troops, thought it high time to provide 
for the ftorni that threatened him : he therefore caufed all the forces, as 
well thofe on the frontiers, as in the heart of his dominions, to be joined 
to the garrifon of Isfahan. And in order to prevent any infurredtion in 
favour of T-ffiHMAS at cashan, koom, casbin, ,t^;hiran, yezd, and 
other great cities and towns in his jurifdidtion, he ordered all the Per- 
sian inhabitants, who were capable of bearing arms, to leave their habita- 
tions and retire, under pain of death : he did the fame at Isfahan. 

Having made this difpofition, his whole force did not exceed 30,000 
men, fome of which were darguzzis * and hassarais" ; a force, how- 
ever, not much inferior to that by which his predecefibr had obtained the 

PERSIAN 
« Che ik bidar was the firft founder of the seffi* dynafty. a I perfume, the inhabitants 

of dbrghesin in the. neighbourhood of hamadan, • Thefe people are fuppofed to come 

from the eaftern parts of cabvl. 
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Persian diadem. About the beginning of September, he encamped his 1/29. 
army without the walls of Isfahan 5 in which city he left 200 of his 
men in garrifon, thinking that fmall number fufficient to keep this once 
vaft capital in awe : for fo miferably was this unhappy city reduced, by the 
inceffant maffacres committed by maghmud and himfelf, that few of its 
inhabitants were left,, except old men, women, and children. In a few 
days he began his march, with the ordinary pomp of a Persian king. He 
dire&ed his courfe by cashan and koom, to the plains of damgoon, 
in the province of coumas ; where he arrived towards the clofe of the 
month, after having marched about 400 miles °. His intention was to 
have proceeded towards khorasan, and by attacking tjehmas in his 
new-eftablifhed empire, prevent his accumulating more ftrength. 

Tjehmas kouli khan had employed the greateft part of this year in 
augmenting and difciplining his troops. In the former he met with fome 
difficulties, for the people not having yet worn off the impreffions, which 
the valour of the Afghans had made on them, and knowing that they 
were to come to adlion immediately, joined him but flowly. He had, 
however, collefted an army of near 25000 p men; in the compleating, 
as well as difciplining of which, he had given fuch proofs of his abi- 
lities, as infpired his mailer with the greateft affurance of fuccefs. The 
meafures which ashreff had taken, to prevent any revolt in favour of 
tjehmas, had occasioned many to offer their fervice to this prince 5 fox 
as thj?y had been turned out of their habitations, refentment "as well as 

ncceffity, carried them where they were fure of being received. 

__ • 

The shah, thus upon the point of being reftored to the throne oFhis 

anceftors, and urged by an impatient defire to revenge the difgrace of his 

father, and the blood of fo many thoufands of his fubje£ts, had propofed 

to march to Isfahan, and compel ashreff to give him battle; but this 

defign was laid afide. His fagacious general reprefented to him, the in- 

conveniencies that would attend the length of the march ; and moreover, 

that the meafures which ashreff had taken at Isfahan, were certain 

D 2 indications 

• When I write miles without diftin&ion, I mean eholish miles. ' Some writers « m fet 

them much under this number, and fome much above it. 
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1729. indications tjiat he meant to feek his majefty; and confequently, that the 
Afghans would be more hurt by the fatigue of their march, than bene- 
fited by the junction of frefh forces, feeing that ashreff had already col- 
ledted all in whom he thought it fafc to confide j he obferved likewife, 
that the further he came from Isfahan, the more difficult and the more 
dangerous would be his retreat. However, not to bring the war into 
khorasan, nor lofe any advantages which his majefty 's faithful fubjeds 
the khajars, bayots, or any of the neighbouring countries might afford, 
it was determined to make fome advance to meet ashreff. After flow 
marches, he accordingly arrived with the king, and the whole army, near 
the city of damgoon, before ashreff had entered thofe plains. This 
fituation was not far from that vaft ridge of mountains, which run eaft- 
ward along the fouth coaft of the Caspian sea, which being well known 
to kouli khan, in cafe of an extremity he could make a fafe retreat. 
Having leifure to chufe his ground, he had already encamped his forces, 
and refreshed his men for fome days, when ashreff approached with his 
whole army. 

The Afghans had been accuftomed for fome time to daughter the 
Persians, rather than to engage with them ; and to put them to flight 
by their fhouts, and the fiercenefs of their attack, rather than by their 
fuperior ftrength and knowledge of arms. As they were now equally con- 
fident of victory, they urged their general to begin the attack. Ashreff 
however foon difcovered from the advantageous fituation of the Persian 
army, that he had to do with a general of experience, and againft whom 
he muft proceed with great caution, efpeciatly as his fate feemed to depend 
on the ifliie of the battle. Whilft he was thus unrefolved, his officers 
reprefented to him, that upon the firft report which flbould be fpread of 
their being afraid to attack the Persians, the peafants would no longer 
bring provifions to their camp, and that they fliould be compelled to 
fight hereafter at a greater difad vantage* 

Ashreff having therefore made a proper difpofition of his forces, on 

the 2d of October attacked the Persian army with that impetuofity* 

which the Afghans had generally found fuccefsful. The Persian 

troops 
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troops ftood the (hock, without giving way in the leaft, returning their *7 2 9* 
fire with perfect order, fo that the Afghans could make no imprefiion 
on them. Ashreff furprized, tho' not difconcerted, at the difcipline 
and filence of the Persian troops, brought off his fquadrons from the 
charge, and had recourfe to the expedient which he found of great 
ufe in his late adion againft the turks. He detached two bodies, 
each of 3000 men, commanded by the moil experienced officers in his 
army, and ordered them to take a circuit, and charge the enemy in rear 
and flank, whilft he attacked them in front. T^hmas kouli khan, 
. watchful in every quarter, prepared to receive the enemy ; and repulfed 
them with fuch valour, as flung them into great confufion. After a ge- 
neral discharge of his artillery, it was his turn to attack 3 and falling fu- 
rioufly upon the Afghans, he obtained an eafy victory. 

What lofs was fuftained on each fide is uncertain. It may be pre* 
fumed that of the Afghans was very confiderable * : their camels, harque- 
* bufies, with all their tents and baggage, fell into the hands of the con- 
queror. The Afghans fled to t^hiran, which they reached in about 
two days, tho' the diftance is near 200 miles ; from whence, after pilla- 
ging the inhabitants, and refreshing themfelvcs, they made forced marches 

tO ISFAHAN. 

The day after the arrival of the Afghan army, ashreff commanded 
all the people of his nation, inhabiting that city, to retire with their e£ 
fefts into the citadel* : thefe orders were executed in fuch a tumultuous 
manner, that it appeared as if the city had been taken by aflault : the 
Afghans drove the other inhabitants from their houfes, deftroying moft 
of their effe&s which were not portable, and pillaging the fhops of every 
thing that was valuable. After which, ashreff retired with his troops 
to mourtchakhor r , where he encamped in an advantageous Situation. 

P As they carried off only 1 2,000 men from Isfahan, their lofs here mu ft have been near 10,000. 

* An inciofed building, which had been made fihee the invafion of the Afghans. 

* This place is about 25 miles eaftward of Isfahan, according to report ; but dilmlb does not 
mention it in his map. 

CHAP. 






jo 



THE HISTORY OF 



Part II. 



*7*9< 



CHAP. V. 

TifiHMAS kouh khan engages the shah to remain at tehiran. The 
battle of mourtchakhor. Ashreff murders shah Hussein, and 
flys from Isfahan. The city taken by the Persian army. The Per- 
sians revenge themfelves on the Afghans. Shah tahmas enters Is- 
fahan, and gives bis general Tj£HMas kouli khan, the power of 
raifing money. 

T./EKM AS kouli khan, now jealous of his glory, proceeded with 
the utmoft care, to prevent a reverfe of his fortune. The shah, 
thinking himfelf fecure of viftory over the fugitive Afghans, impatiently 
defired to fee Isfahan. Tjehmas kouli khan, oh the other hand, 
feemed to aft as if he was apprehenfive, that his fovereign would come 
in for too great a (hare in the reputation of his viftories, and that his 
foldiers would confider themfelves as afting rather under their king, than 
under their general. This neither confided with his define of indepen- 
dency in the command of the ahny; nor with his ambition and thirft of 
applaufe. He therefore took occafion to reprefent to the shah, that 
his majefly's prefence was no longer neceflary to encourage his troops, 
fince it was evident from their fuperiority at damgoon, that the enetny 
was rather to be defpifed than feared ; and he did not make the leaft 
doubt, that he fhould foon exterminate them ; that fo much depended 
en the precious life of their fovereign, that fhould any misfortune happen 
to him, his fubjefts could have no fecurity of being relieved from the 
tyrannic yoke of the Afghans j that the courage which his majefty 
demonftrated, at the fame time that it engaged the love and admiration 
of his fubjefts, made them more anxious for the prefervation of a life, 
of fuch ineftimable value -, that this was the fenfe of the army in general, 
which humbly intreated him to remain at t-sbhiran, with a guard of 
fix or eight thoufand men, 

Thefe reafons made an impreflion upon the shah ; he had an entire con- 
fidence in his general, and therefore fuffered him to gather thofe laurels, 
2 which 
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yrhich.be might indeed have juflly claimed as deliverer of his country, 1729. 
had he adted upon honeft principles. He accordingly marched without 
obftruttion, proclaiming his vidtqry in the name of shah t^hmas, and 
was every where received with acclamations of joy. He foon found his 
Ipops considerably augmented by crowds, who now voluntarily offered 
their fervice, to give a finifliing flroke to the ruin of the Afghans. 

In the mean time, ashreff, expe&ing to be attacked, had made every 
preparation neceffary to receive the enemy : not only his fovereignty, but 
his life depended on the event In the flattering hopes of repairing his 
lofs at damgoon, he exerted all his fkill in the choice of a proper fitua- 
tion for his camp ; in eredting batteries for his cannon j in covering- 
them by intrenchments ; and making the raoft advantageous difpofition 
of his troops. 

The 13th of November, early in the morning, t^hmas kouli kha# 
appeared with his army in order of battle: the Persians, marched up 
to the Afghans, and fuftained the whole force of their mufquetry, and 
part of their cannon, without diforder. Being come clofe to the enemy, 
they, in their turn, gave a general difcharge. So regular and intrepid 
an attack, might have difconcerted troops enured to the fevereft .disci- 
pline. The aftonifhed Afghans feeing fuch numbers fall, that hardly 
a fingle bul 1 et failed of execution ', thoijght only of fa ving their lives by ' 
flying precipitately from the field of battle. The lofs they fuftained on 
this occafion, was not lefs than 4000 men. The greateft part of the 
Afghans whp fled, reached Isfahan by three in the afternoon, and 
ashreff himfelf, with a fmall number, returned at night. They pre- 
tended to have obtained a vi&ory, but the cries and lamentations of 
their women and children in the citadel, foon difcovered the contrary. 
There was alfo great confufion in other parts of the city, infomuch 
that the miferable inhabitants, remembering the threats of the Af- 
ghans, in cafe a misfortune fhould at any time befal them; expedted 
nothing lefs than a general maflacre. But the panic which had feized 

the 

• The pbrsians are excellent markfinen, and when they keep good order f they take aim, and 
xnuft neceffarily do great execution. 
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$729. Ae Afghans, diverted them from any fuch cruel purpofe, if they ever 
intended it. 

■ 

Ashreff, however, found time to glut his revenge, by imbruing his 
hands in the blood of shah hussein. This unfortunate prince, whom 
mir maghmud with all his horrid barbarity had fpared, at length fell a 
facrifice to the difappointment and rage of this cruel Afghan* Others 
of the royal blood are fuppofed to have fallen alfo on this occafion ; as to 
the daughters and female relations of hussein, he took them from the 
harram, determining to carry them off with him. 

The Afghans, having now no other expedient, prepared for flight, 
and were bufied in collecting their fpoil. Befides the number of beafts 
of burthen, to accommodate their women and baggage, they loaded feve- 
ral mules, and near 300 camels, moftly with the treafures and rich effects 
of the royal palace. As foon as night came on they left the city, in 
number about 12900, after having reigned as conquerors of Persia* feven 
years and twenty one days. Ashreff perhaps ftartled with the groans 
of the dying hussein, or having his whole mind employed in collecting 
his treafure, or providing for his own fecurity, had forgotten that the in- 
.activity of the Persian general, afforded an opportunity of glutting his 
revenge by fome more fignal cruelty j but he had not marched two leagues, 
when he fent back his athemat doulet, with a chofen party, it was 
fuppofed with orders to fire the city, and maflacre all thofe who might 
come in their way. This party was advanced to the royal gardens, within 
a mile of Isfahan,, when fome among the common people, concluding 
they were not come for any good purpofe, colledfced feverai drums, which 
they beat in fuch a manner, that the Afghans, apprehenfive that the 
Persian troops had already entered the town, fled back without doing 
any mifchief, and continued their rout towards shirass. 

This precipitate retreat having left the capital unguarded, the peafants 
of the neighbouring country, as well as the inhabitants, began not only 
to pillage the houfes which were abandoned, but alfo to rob one another : 
which unbridled licentioufnefs created art infinite confufion. Two days paft 
under thefe melancholy circumftances, in which the weak were obliged 

2 to 
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$0 yield to the ftroiig, tvithout any recourfe to either civil or military 1729* 
authority. 

' The 1 6th of* November, tjbhmas kouli khan detached a body of 
1500 men, to difperfe the mob, and take pofleflion of the royal palace, 
"and gates of the city, in order to his own entrance. It may feem dif* 
ficult to account for his not following the Afghans, after the battle of 
mourtchakor, which might have prevented their carrying off the riches 
of Isfahan : but we are to confider tjehmas kouli khan, as unbiafled 
by any particular affedtion for the Persians ; that his glory was not ar- 
rived to maturity ; and that, befides the duty of a general to ad cautioufly 
with fo artful an enemy as the Afghans, if we may judge from his 
condudt after he arrived at Isfahan, it is reasonable to conclude, his 
defign was to hufband the war, that his office as generaliffimo might not 
become unneceflary. 

. As foon as the khan entered the city, he took the proper meafures 
for quieting the tumults of the people, occafioned by the pillage already 
mentioned ; and ordered a diligent fearch for all the Afghans, whom 
neceflity or choice had induced to remain there. Of thefe, numbers 
had concealed themfelves in the houfes of their relations or friends, in 
hopes to elude the fearch. Many of them were brought into the public 
places and executed : thefe were a kind ofj vi&ims to the fouls of thou* 
fands, who had been ftarved to death by the ambitious policy of magh~ 
mud, or for the fame reafons butchered in cold blood, during the reign 
of the Afghans. It is remarkable however, that tjehmas kouli khan 
pardoned all thofe, of whom the inhabitants of the city made a fair re- 
port, with regard to the humane manner in which they had executed 
their refpedtive offices. In the interim, he received a deputation from 
the Afghans of casbin : thefe not only offered their allegiance to shah 
tjehmas, but alio their fervice as foldiers, and to engage immediately in 
his army. Such a reinforcement could not but prove agreeable to the 
Persian general, fo that in the name of his mailer he promifed them a 
kind reception. 



. «. 



x m. 



a Vol. IV. 



The 



34 THE HISTORY OF Parti*. 

17 2o; The fpirit of revenge did not ftop with the daughter of the Afghans. 

of Isfahan : the people were furious at the fight of everjr objeft that 
could raife in their minds the leaft remembrance of their paft Sufferings. 
Maghmud, when he was near his natural death, was taken oflf by vio- 
lence as related * yet, as he was the founder of the dominion of the af- 
ghans in Persia, they had at a considerable expence ere&cd a magnifi- 
cent maufoleum to his memory. This edifice, according to the cuftom- 

of the eaft> was built in a gjrpvcv .aod indofed with a wall. Tho' this 
prince had been fo inhuman a murderer, yet the fuperftition of the paru 
ners in his victories, induced them to ofier their prayers at his tomb. 
This increafed the indignation of the inhabitants of Isfahan, and added 
to their defire of dcftroying it. Having obtained the permiffion of the 
khan for this purpofe, they lcvelPd this edifice to the ground, with tlie 
fury of an enraged mob ;. they would not even fuffer the repofe of hi* 
bones ^ and, to add yet a greater mark of contempt and abhorrence, in. 
the very place on which this maufoleum had been erected, they built a. 
public jake*. 

Shah tJehmas, who was ftill at t^hir an, having received notice 
of what had palled at Isfahan, prepared to take pofleflion of his ca- 
pital. He marched at the head of the greateft part of the forces which 
were left with him, and arrived the 9th of December following at: 
gaze, a village about fix miles diftance from Isfahan. Here he was met 
by his general t^bhmas koulj khan ; whom the shah no fooner faw, 
than he alighted from his horfe, as if he meant to pay him homage z 
the general difmountcd alfo, and ran to him in a refpedful manner, to 
prevent this great mark of condefcenfion $, but the shah infilled upon 
walking a few paces with him, declaring that he could not fhew too* 
great a diftindion to the perfon who- had delivered his country, and 1 
driven his enemies from Isfahan. After a ihort conversation he mounted 
' again, preceded by his running footmen * ; the k« an. following juft be- 
hind him at the head of his troops* 

Ti£HMA$ now made his entry into Isfahan, and was received with 
all thofe demonftrations of joy which the fuddea change, from the exe- 

cr^blr 
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crable tyranny of the ufurper ashRbff, to the gentle deportment of 4heir 
tegal fbvereign could infpire. The remembrance of his misfortunes added 
aft the tendernefe of affectionate fubjc&s, to thte religious refpefi: for the 
periba of Kim Who now appeared as the only furvivof of the seffie fa* 
ttily. But the tranfports of his joy were in a great tfieafure fuppreffed, 
When he Heard of the fate of the king his father, and faw the palace, 
which eight years before contained all the fplendor of a court, exhibiting 
only naked walls $ the remembrance that he was reftored to the throne of 
his anceftors, was not fafficient to fiience the dictates of humanity, iri a 
bread formed to gentle impreffions * and tho' a king, he was not afhamed 
to weep. As foon as he entered the harram, an old woman threw her 
arms about his neck in great tratifports of joy t as he knew that ashreff 
had carried away his fiUere and other relations, he Was the more fur* 
prized to find this perfon to be his mother. This lady had, ever fince 
the invaflou of tHe Afghans, difguifed herfelf in the habit of a flave, and 
fubmitted to all the offices of drudgery,' which are ordinarily impofed On 
perfons in that fituation. 

The king, after enjoying the fatisfadtion to find one of hie parents alive* 
prepared himfelf for the duties of a fdverejgn prince* He received all 
thofe who appeared before him in fo affable arid obliging a manner, that 
he won them entirely to his intereft $ and though their poverty was very 
great; they contributed as liberally as poffible to the fupport of the artay, 
which was increafed to near 40,000 men. TahmAs, whofe tendernefs 
of nature became his crime, inftead of commanding his general to purfue 
and extirpate his enemies, gave way to a melancholy turn of thought, 
TmhM&s kouii khan took occafion from hence, to represent to him 
in a refpe&ful manner, that his prefent fituation, ought to efface all re- 
membrance of paft difgra<ses-$ the shah replied to this effed : . " How 
is it poflible that my heart fhould be open to jqyj. are my own 
misfortunes, and thofe of my people to be forgotten, fo long as the 
murderers of my father and brothers are yet at shir ass, where my 
fifterg, and other female relations, are held in flavery by the vile af- 
GflASs?"" This was, in faft, to reproach t^hmas kouli khan for 
his inactivity j for it was in his breaft to have purfued them, without 
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1729. giving them the lead time to form any future project ; but this general* 
true to his own principles, forefaw that the remembrance of his ferviccs 
\Vould wear out of the minds of die people, unlefs to the office of gene- 
ralifllmo, he could add that of a prime minifter, or at leaft poffefs a 
power adequate to it. He therefore took this occafion to reprffent to the 
shah, that he was very ready to march againft the enemy, and finifli the 
bufinefs of reftoring to his majefty all his dominions ; but that he knew 
an army was not to be kept together without pay > and mdrtover, he had 
learnt from the experience of j-utf ah khan, towards the clofc of the 
unfortunate reign of his father, that the intrigues of a court often baffle 
the moft glorious military operations; therefore, if his majefty meant tt> 
compleat the work which was fo happily begun, a power muft be granted, 
him to levy money for the payment of the army. 

. The king, who already defigned to give his aunt in marriage to this 
general, and had adtually made him kegler beg of khorasan, was 
ftartled at his demand of this extraordinary power of levying money ; 
being fcnfible that fuch a ftep was in fome meafure to yield up the fove^ 
reignty. He oonfulted however with fome of the principal officers,; if 
there was any proper perfon to whom he could give the command of the: 
army. Whether thefe officers were m the intcreft of the general or not, 
they declared their opinion, that the foldiers would not willingly ferve 
under any other perfon than Tj£HMas kouli khan ; and confequently,. 
that it would be beft to comply with his demand for the prefent, and re- 
lent his infolence hereafter, when there fhould not be any fuch preffing- 
occafion for his ferviccs. The khan, thus obtaining his point in fo im- 
portant an article, profefied an entire devotion to his matter's fervice : as 
a proof of which, he offered to take the field immediately, and go in* 
fearch of the Afghans. Accordingly before the end of December this 
year, the Persian army began their march towards shirass. 
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FROM THE 

Total defeat of the AFGHANS m 

January 1.73 o, 

TILL 

T^HMAS KOULI KHAN is chosen on& 

IN MARCH 1736* 

CHAR VI. , ' 

Ashreff Jhps at shirass* TifiHMAS kouli khan marches and defeats 
the Afghans the 1 £tk of jauuaky 173 a. Flighty dijirtfsj and death 
0/* ashreff- Tj£hmas kouli khan marches againji the Turks* and 
takes hamadan and tavris ; be makes a truce, returns to her at, re* 
duces that province, and marches into khorasan. The shah marches, 
to erivan, obtains fome advantages over the turks, and is afterwards 
defeated near the aras, and again at hamadan. 

ASHREFF did not entertain the leaft thoughts, that the a&fvft l 7*<f 
TifiHMAS kouli khan would remain long at Isfahan 5 on the 
contrary, he expected to be clofely purfucd. He had, befidet 
his army; a numerous caravan, of which part confifted in camels loaded 
with the plunder of Isfahan $ yet the firft day he marched fixty miles* 
His intentions were to have taken the rout of kherman, but hearing that 
the balouches were in arms, and concluding they would have no regard 
to him as a fugitive prince, pofleffed of great riches, he determined to 
inarch to shirass. When he was informed that the fersi an army was 

loitering; 
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1729. loitering in Isfahan, he had leifure to plunder and ravage the province, 
as well as the city ; and gave a toofe to all that barbarity, which the com- 
plicated motives of revenge and avarice can fugged to a mind naturally 
cruel. To this he was the more induced, by the conduit of the Per- 
sians in Isfahan towards the Afghans, 

Tjehmas kouli khan having fupported the rigor of the feafon with 
great conftancy, after a march of twenty days arrived near astakharA 
His troops had fuffered very much by the feverity of the feafon, and want 
of provisions, the Afghans having laid the country wafte ; fo that the 
Persian general found his army condderably diminished* by mortality 
and defertion. The Afghans having fixed their camp in an advan- 
tageous Situation, determined to try the fortune of another battle. The 
Persian troops, on their part, were impatient to give a finishing Stroke 

^730. t0 ^ e AFGHANS. The 15th Of JANUARY, TJEHMAS KOULI KHAN at- 
tacked the Afghans with all bis troops, with the fame vigor as he had 
done at mourtchakor, andf put them inftantly to flight % infomuch that 
he was apprehcnfive, left by fb feeble a refinance they ftieant oftly td 
draw him into an ambufcade. He Bad adopted it as a maxim, not to fe- 
farate his troops ; being fenfible that when a detachment fo routed, their 
flight often throws a whole army into confufion ; and that the fpeed with 
which the vanquiihed fly, is but a precarious fecurity to them, fince the 
conqueror muft overtake them at laft. 

An cxcefs of caution, may bring on the fame confequences as raShneSsi 
&e khan's- great circutrifpedion^ upon this occafion, gave the Afghans 
an opportunity to concert meafures for their fee ure retreat, with all their 
valuable eflfafte* The houfe** gardens, and narrow pafliges about the 
cky ef Shiran, were foch atf rendered the approach difficult * and die 
khan refolved to put nothing to an unnecefiary hazard, fince it was 
plain that the pride of the Afghan* was humbled to the duft. 

Thefe people fcad however taken a refolution, to defend a paffage in the 
north fide of the mountains, which leads to the city \ and dividing their 



; This city is near the ruins of the antient pirsipolis; 
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men into platoons, made fcveral discharges on the Persian army*: finding l 7Z°* 
this did not .hinder the Persians? from marching on in regular order, they 
€ed to shira&s. Ashjrbff being now reduced to the laft extremity, fent 
two of his principal officers to t^ehmas kouli khan, with offers of de- 
livering up the princefies,. alfo the treafure and other effeds belonging to 
the crown,, on condition that he and his troops fliould retire out of Persia 
unmolested, and carry with them their families, arms, and baggage. To- 
this the khan replied, that he would not comply with fueh propoials ; on 
the contray, that if they did not deliver up ashrefe, he would put alL 
the Afghans to the fword.. Thefe officers then pretended, that if the 
khan would grant them quacter, they would deliver up their chief:, 
* to this no definitive anfwer was given, but the deputies were permitted 
to retire. 

In the interim ashreff, who was not ignorant that he had nothing, 
to expeft but a cruel death, if he fell into the hands of the Persians,, 
marched off in the night, and was got to fome diftance before the khan 
was informed of it. It may be prefumed, that it did not give him any 
great concern that he had: miffed the recovery of the prinpeffes of ther " 
royal blood, however he might be affedted with regard to the treafure.. 
In order to facilitate their retreat, the Afghans feparated into- different 
bodies y it therefore became the more difficult to prevent their flight*. 
The jKHAft was not perhaps fo much concerned about this,, as his army 
. imagined ; fince evety circuinftance of his conduct proved that he was in^ 
his heart a tartar, and more difpofed to favour that nation than the na- 
tives of persxa; and thus we may, in fome meafore, reconcile a condu& 
feemingly fo contrary to* the natural activity of his genius. However, qq< 
his arrival at shir ass, he caufed feveral of the Afghans, whom he founds 
there, to be put to death : thofe of any diftin&ion he fent prifoners *o> 
Isfahan* with the news of his victory. 

Altho' ashreff had made a fudden and fecret flight, fome of the parties* , 
which the khan detached after him,, overtook the Afghans, and a fkir- 
mUh enfued J( but the Persians were obliged to retreat. It is not eafy tp> 

8 figure: 
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I 73°* figure the difficulties which ash reff encountered; his riches fcrving only 
to increafe his danger : befides the great diftrefs he was in for provifion 
and forage, in the dead of winter, he was perpetually attacked on every 
-fide by the peafants, till at length he was obliged to abandon his baggage, 
and after that to drop all the Persian women and children, whom he 
was carrying into captivity. Some of his followers, tranfported with rage 
and jealoufy, killed their women, to prevent their falling into the hands 
of their enemies. 

. Under thefe circumftances, it was impoffible for them to keep together 
in any considerable body : their divifipn gave an opportunity to moil of 
their captives to efcape , and among thefe were the aunt and filler of shah 
t^.hmas. As foon as thefe ladies returned to shirass, they were conduc- 
ed honourably, to the court at Isfahan, and the former was given to 
T/ehmas kouli khan in marriage. Hunger and thirft, cold and fatigue, 
With incefTant fkirmifhes, having difperfed the Afghans ; ashREpf had 
with him only 200 men, when he was attacked by a body of the ba- 
louches w : he made a very gallant defence, but at length he and his people 
were cut to pieces, 

. Thus ended the ufurpation of the Afghans, but not the calamities of 

persia. The death of ash reff was but a prelude to thofe mifchiefs, 

. which nadir, that fcourge of heaven, was to bring on this unhappy 

country. The weaknefs of hussein's reign, had been the firft apparent 

caufe, which by a chain of effe&s could hardly fail to plunge this, mifer- 

able nation into further misfortunes, not inferior to thofe it had felt under 

the cruel Afghans. 

* ■ - 

T^hmas kouli .khan remained about two months in shirass, and 

refre&ed his army. As foon as the ipring approached, he direfted his 

courfe towards hamadan : his name was already fo formidable to the 

TURKS, 

w There are different accounts given concerning the place where this afchan chief ended his 
life, but as the defert of secbstan was his rout to kandahar, it may be prefomed that he waT 
sot very far advanced in that country when this event happened. 
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Turks, that from his valour and experience, they dreaded the lofi of thofe 17$^ 
dominions, which they had conquered during the late troubles in Persia* 
If he was an objett of terror to them, his conduct alfo gave umbrage at the 
court of Isfahan j the afcendency he had obtained by means of the 
army under his command, rendered him already too great for a fubjedt 

Shahtahmas had no foooer made a difpofition of his interior govern- 
ment, than he fent an embaflador to the port, to acquaint the grand 
fignior of his re-eftablifhment in the government of the Persian empire j 
ttnd that he defired to live in perfodl amity with the turks ; demanding, 
however, the reftitution of his dominions, Which they had taken during 
the troubles, and alfo all the Persian prifohers. The cmbaifador had 
hardly opetied his commiffion, when news arrived at Constantinople, 
that the Persian army had already taken hamadan. The Turkish mi* 
niftry enraged at this proceeding, declined any further conference. The 
embaflador declared, th&t he believed the news was not true, or thit thofe 
hoftilities had been committed contrary to his taaft&r'S intentioii, by fome 
rebellious fubje#6 : hoferever, the Tukxs refolved immediately to declare 
war againft the Persians, and accordingly made great preparations to 
cany it on with vigor. 

r 

In the mean while, tjehmas kouli khan had by his arbitrary pro- 
ceedings, and the abufe of his authority, rendered his fecurity abfolutcly 
inconfiftent with peaceable % meafures $ or, indeed, with any other fitua- 
tion than that of being at the head of an army. He had, in &&, beaten 
abdallah basha, and taken hamadan, gnd following the turks to 
kermanshah, compleated the defeat of that army. After putting gar- 
rifons in thefe places, he marched for tavris and ardeville f , which 
the basha kouproli was ordered to defend with 40,000 men 1 how? 
cvfr, the khan having out-marched him, took thefe place*. The 
turks being thus terrified at the progrefs of the persiaHs, dfcotianded a 
truce, to which Tjehmas kouli khan confented the more readily, as 

the 

* This city had been famous for the fepulchres of the ? t n s i a n king!, for colleges richly endowed, 
and mofqnes with co% ornamenti in filver \ but the TttkKf daring the troubles alienated the lauds, 
tad pluader'd the riches. 

Vol. IV. F 
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1770. *^ e ABDOtLEBS of herat had revolted, and formed a* considerable army* 
Upon this he returned back with a large body of his troops, and by a 
laborious march entered the country of esferain, and defeated the ab- 
dollees in a pitched battle. He then blockaded herat, which being 
unprovided for a fiege, was obliged to fubmit. He put the governor and 
all the principal perfons concerned in the rebellion to death, and leav- 
ing a garrifon of his own men, he marched to mesched. 

Tjehmas shah concluded that the truce with the port would not ter- 
minate in any accommodation : the Turks took advantage of the abfence „ 
- of kouli KitAN, and great preparations were made for the march of the 
ottoman armies. The shah therefore left Isfahan in October, with 
an army of about 20,000 men, directing his courfe towards ta vris, where 
he joined the troops left by his general t^ehmas kouli khan. From 
thence he marched over, the mountains of Armenia, in the height of 
173 1. winter, by which he loft a considerable number of his men: and about 
the end of February he reached erivan. Ali basha, seraskier of 
that province, had taken care to fiipply the city, not only for a fiege, but 
alfo to aft offenfively againft the Persians when a favourable opportunity 
fhould offer : accordingly hecaufed 6000 of his me/i to march out of the 
garrifon to attack the Persians, with inftrudtions to retreat at the firft fife* 
This order was executed fo well, that the Persians having the apppearance 
of a viftory, followed the turks, and fell into the fnare 5 for a mafked 
battery of cannon was played on them fo furioufly, that they loft a great 

w 

number of men. The basha at the fame time marched out of his camp, 
and attacked the Persians in flank,' fo that the battle became very bloody 
on both fides; however, the Persian valour was fuperior to that of the 
turks, who were driven back to their entrenchments. The shah then 
laid fiege to the* caftle, but the TrukKS- having laid the country wafte, he 
foon found his army in diftrefs for provifions, and was obliged to raife thd 
fiege. The Persian army then directed their courfe towards tavris. 
Ali. basha followed them, arid foon met and joined the forces of basha 
tcouproli. The union of the Turkish troops having rendered them fu- 
perior to the Persians, they attacked the Persian army near the city 
astabat, and defeated them, pufhing fomejof their troops into the river 
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zergui?; many of them were drowned, and a great number taken pri- 173 iv 
fbners. Among the latter was seffie kovli khan, a general of diftinc- 
tion, wha had been formerly the athemat doulet of shah husse in. 
This pcrfpn, now about 60 years of age, was , remarkable for his know- 
ledge and bravery. When he was brought prifoner to const antinople, 
the grand fignior demanded of him, why at the late fiege of tavris he 
had fuffered the chief mullah and his family to be maflacred ? He an- 
fwered in an undaunted tone, " There are rafcals in Persia as well as in 
tursby 9 and when a place is taken by aflault, it is impoflible for 
commanders to prevent diforders." Whatever might be the reafons 
which induced the ottoman court to behave thus cruelly to this gallant 
officer i he was conducted richly cloathed, with his hands tied behind 
him, to a pUce near the feraglio, where the grand fignior glutted his, 
refentment in feeing his head cut off.. In the mean time, the Persian 
embafladors had been very ill treated* and even plundered on the road* fo 
that the turks feemed to obferve no terms with their enemies, but de- 
termined to lay wafte the borders of Persia with fire and fword. 

• • • 

Ti£HMA$ shah had, before his defeat near astabat, refolved to aban- 
don tavris, in order to provide for the fecurity of ham ad an, to which 
achmed basha was preparing to lay fiege. The Persian army reached ' 
the plains of hamadan in September, being reduced from 50 * to left 
than 30,000 men. With thefe were joined the garrifon of the city j and 
a bloody battle enfued between the two armies, in which the turks were 
vi&orious. The shah returned with his fcattered forces to casbin 5 and 
hamadan fell again into the hands of the turks. Thus the ottoman 
army gained this year, what they loft the year befbre. 

During thefe tranfc&ions in the field, the fituation of affairs in turkey 
was changed by inteftine commotions. As they had moreover much to lofe, 
without a profped of making any further acquisition, peace was become 
very defirable. Achmed, basha of bagd at, in confequence of the fucceft 
of the Persians the preceding year, had received orders to make a peace 
with them on the beft terms he could. Ibrahim basha, the grand 

F 2 vizir,: 

7 This river falls into the aras, a little below astabat. s It ma/ be prefumed that 

he collected a great number of forces in his march through pbrsja into the Turkish dominions, 
befides the forces he found at tavris* 
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vizir, Wat apprehenfive that if fiiccefe attended the arms of die Persian* 
in reconquering the provinces wrefted from that monarchy, during the 
invafion of the Afghans, fuch an event would neceflarily render hi* 
fkfety the more precarious, as he was already odious to the people. 

The end of September the preceding year, a great revolution hap-- 
pened at Constantinople ; and as this event was attended with re- 
markable circumftanccs, it will not be foreign to our fubjed, to give a^ 
fuccindt account of it* 



1730, 




CHAP. VIL 

An account of the revolution in turkey. *Hbe grand vizir, andjeveral 
other great officers put to death. Achmed the Hid dethroned.* Ma~ 
hommed advanced to the government. The extraordinary adventures of 

m patrona kalil, chief of the rebels* 

T off en pleafes ;tbe wifebm of providence to accomplish the greatest 
ends by ignoble inftruments. Patrona kahl, a native of Alba- 
nia, who had been a common failor, and was now only a fimple Janif— 
fary, became the inftrupaent of dethroning achmed the III. the grand 
fignior, in refentment of the evil adminiftration of the government, and. 
the rapacious avarice of ibrahlm basha the grand vizir.. 

Patrona appeared in arms the 28th of September, at the head of a few 
defperate fellows. It was agreed this fmall body fhould divide itfelf into 
three companies, and taking different routs they were to meet at atmei- 
dan % which was appointed their general rendezvous* This difpofkion. 
being made, patrona began his march, difplaying a fmall ftandard 5 hi* 
companions, with fabres in their hands, cried out, that all fhopkeepers and. 
mechanicks fhould (hut up their (hops, and every good muffulman fhould 
follow their enfigns to atmeidan, where they would communicate the. 
juft caufe of their appearing in arms againft the prefent government. The 
two other .companies having done the fame, the whole city was in an alarm, 

and 

I ? A plain juft without the city. 
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and the feop$ were Quit up. The turks who did not join them, confined 173 $ 
themfelve* to they: houfet. The grand fignior, and his vizir ibrahim, 
*pere at their country palaces at acuTARi ; and the keys effendi k was 
aifo at one of his country houfes on the canal which extends to the blacks 
sea. This minifter, being given up to his natural indolence, treated the 
account which was fent of the tumult as a matter below his attention ; 
fo that there was no perfon of authority to quafh this commotion in the 
aity, except the aga of the J&nifferies, and the kiaya c of the grand 
vizir. The laft,. apprehenfive of danger, retired ; whitil the aga pot? 
hirnfelf at the head, of his guards, defigning to difperfe the mob. He 
loon found that his very guards were corrupted;, and inftead of being 
difpofed to aft offenfively againft the promoters of the fedition, they be- 
gan to complain o£ his not jpiniqg with them to obtain juftice of the 
grand: vizir.. 

Things being thus circumftanced, he was intirely at a lofs what mea<- 
fores to take, till news was brought him that a party of the rebels were 
gone to plunder his, palace >. upon which he retired to provide for his 
own fecurity;. The mob increafed every moment : they obliged all the, 
Turks they met to join them, threatening to kill thofe whorefufed ; and* 
fbme unhappy perfons, who had no inclination to embark in fo defperate 
an enterprize, a&ually, fell a facrifice to their fury. They now broke 
open all the prifons, and made flaveaand malefadors the companions of 
their fortune. As their number augmented^ thofe whom fear rather, 
than inclination had hitherto reftrained, became the partners of their re- 
bellion. Thus the fire of fedition had already made a great progrefs,, 
before the grand vizir had received any exalt information of it j fo that it 
was not till four in the afternoon that the mufti 4 , the kaimakhan V 
and the kjaya, with feveral other principal officers of ftate, came to> 
inform him to what a height the infurredtion was arrived. Immediately, 
a council was held, which lafted till night without any rcfolution, but 
that they fliould hold another council at the palace of. the grand fignior.. 

Here 

b Secretary of ftate. c This is the great uiher of v tke hou&old, the vizir as well as the 

grand fignior has one. * The firft ecclefiaitic, or chief of the law. * The deputy of 

the grand vuir, who a£b as governor of c©M3Tantihopi«i. 
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1730. Here it was refolved that the caurt fliould immediately go to Constan- 
tinople; and they accordingly embarked in a yatch. They were no 
iboner arrived, than the grand vizir, with the other minifters, began to 
deliberate what mcafures to take under fuch prefling circumftances, which 
were of fuch a nature, as feemed already to baffle the utmoft of their fkill 
and authority. They refolved however unanimoufly, that the only ef- 
fectual method was the force of arms, and therefore a body of troops 
fhould be collected. This indeed feemed to be the only expedient ; but 
the grand fignior being informed of their refolution, was unwilling to try 
fuch defperate means. As foon as it was day, his highnefs fent one of 
the principal officers of the bos tang is « to atmeidan, to command the 
rebels in the grand fignior's name to retire ; and to acquaint them that if 
they did not (hew a ready obedience, his highnefs would be obliged to 
have recourfe to arms. They made reply with great unconcern, that they 
were aflembled for the honour and welfare of the ftate, and would not lay 
down their arms, till the fultan redrefled their grievances. 

The grand fignior highly incenfed at fo infolent an anfwer, gratified 
his refentment in reproaching his vizir ibrhaim as the caufe of the dis- 
order. The vizir laid the fault on the kaimakhan, loading him with 
the moft heavy reproaches in the prefence of the fultan ; turning towards 
whom he faid, " Will your highnefs fuffer that a wretch fo vile and de- 
(C fpicable as this fhall longer enjoy the light/ 9 The fultan (truck with 
the manner in which his vizir accufed the kaimakhan, caufed him im- 
mediately to be arretted : and then afTuming a compofed air, difcourfed 
with the vizir upon the fituation of their affairs. Ibrahim who was an 
able, tho' not an honed minifter, found the advice his matter gave was 
impracticable ; therefore, without amufing him with vain projects, he re- 
commended force as the only expedient to reduce the rebellion. " I 
" fee," continued he, " in this crifis of the empire, only two expedients ; 
" either that your highnefs put yourfelf at the head of your houfhold 
<c troops, and fall upon the rebels, or that you permit me to go in your 

place. I flatter myfeif that I am fufficiently beloved by the foldiers to 

form a confiderable party, as foon as I fhall appear/' 

The 

* Thefe are a fpecies of militia in turret, bat they alio fcrve as guards of the feraglio. 
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* 

The timorous fultan relifhed neither of thefe propofals, but ftill vainly 17361 
endeavoured to avail himfelf of the right he derived as fovereign of the 
people. He therefore caufed the ftandard of mahommed to be forthwith 
difplayed at the gates of the feraglio, and ordered a proclamation to be made 
from the ramparts, that evtery foldier who would come under this banner, 
to affift him in reducing the rebels, fhould receive a gratification of 30 
crowns h $ and, moreover, that their pay ihduld be augmented two afpers. 
He foon found that thefe fair promifes were ineffectual, and therefore gave 
orders that the bostangis fhould be affembled ; but neither were thefe 
orders practicable, for thofe who were capable of bearing arms concealed 
themfelves, having no inclination to fight in behalf of a miniftry, which 
had been long odious to them. His next application was to the marine * 
but before any number of men could be colle&ed, patron a kalil, at the 
head of a body of rebels, fell upon the arfenal, drove the captain bash a 
from it, and threatened the foldiers of the marine, if they perfifted in de- 
fending the court, he would grant them no quarter, but would burn their 
houfes, together with all the fhips and gallies belonging to the fultan. By 
this means, he difperfed a great number who had already received money 
for enlifting, and brought off others to join his party ; at the fame time, he 
augmented his forces with all the Turkish malefactors and flaves, who 
were in the gallies and baths. 

At length the grand fignior fent a deputation to the rebels, demanding 
what thdr intentions were $ they anfwered, that they defired the mufti, 
the grand vizir ibrahim basha, the kaimakhan, mustapha basha, 
and mahommed the kiaya, might be delivered to them : with regard to 
his highnefs, they were fatisfied with his reign, and wifhed him profperity. 
Upon this anfwer,. the fultan immediately caufed the two laft to be ar- 
retted, and fent to acquaint the rebels that they fhould be put to death.* 
but that, in confideration of his compliance fo for, they ought to be con- 
tented with the banifhment of the mufti and vizir. The rebels con- 
fented to fpare the mufti, but ftill perfifted in their firft demand in re- 
gard to the vizir ; infomuch, that the fultan found his own fecurhy 
would be endangered by his refufal. 

• -In 
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1730. In the mean while patron a conduced himfelf whh all the dignity 
and good order of a commander in chief, exa&ing an oath from his com- 
panion^ that they fhould commit no kind of excels. <For the better 
fupport of their difcipline, fome, who had committed thefts and diforder% 
were actually puntfhed with death by a confent of the leaders of the re- 
bellion : by which means the city was fupplied with provifions as ufuat 
The Jantflaries, who had invoked long before in their hearts, joined the 
rebels at atmeidan, where they formed a regular camp. This ftcp fcem- 
ed to render the affairs of the court defjrcrate ; however, the faltan made 
another effort to obtain the life of ibrahim basha : to which the rebels 
made no other reply, than that they had already done enough in pardon** 
ing the mufti. The grand vizir* and other great officers already men- 
tioned, were accordingly condemned to die, and the 30th of September 
the delinquents were concluded to kAPir^)RAsi k . The approach of death 
fo terrified the kiaya, that he rendered up his foul without the hand of 
the executioner* The kaimakhan performed the offices of devotion* 
and received the abfolution which is ufual on fuch important occafions, 
in a very compofed and regular manner. The vizir did not exprefs left 
fortitude and compofure, but he neither faid his prayers, nor received 
abfolution ; obferving, that as his life was fo near an end, he would not 
give himfelf that trouble. 

How far the grand vizir had mUbehaved, during the long adminiftra- 
tion of twelve years, may be judged from the immenfe riches which he 
. left behind him. One of the gentlemen of his bed-chamber *, who had 
been in his fecrets, riow confefled that in a vault under the pigeon-houfe, 
which this minifter had caufed to be built in one of the courts of the fe- 
raglio, his riches were deposited. From hence were taken four iron chefts, 
of which three contained 1 8 long leather bags, with 60,000 fequins " fun- 
duklis in each, and the fourth contained a great quantity of precious ftones. 
The ki ay a of Ibrahim's harram, who had a perfedt knowledge of hi?af- 
fairs, confefled that a great part of thefe riches was the price of injuilice^ and 

that 

* Tiie apartment in the fcraglio, where prifoncn of ftate are putto death. > Am act a a 

4olar. • At 9/. \4. the fequin is 1,512,000/. which feems to be ranch too large a ftua 

to be aniafled by any ainitor in any country, without very great corruption indeed. 
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that he had himfclf been employed in the moil fecret manner, at different 1739. 
times, in conveying money ipto thefe chefts. 

The riext day in the morning, the bodies of thefe three great officers, 
without any funeral rites, and almoft naked, were conveyed in a cart to 
atmeidan, followed by a crowd, whoexprefled great contempt and re- 
fentment of the condudt of thefe minifters by infuking their remains, and 
declaring with loud acclamations, that they hoped all the enemies of their 
religion and country would meet with the fame fate. When the bodies 
were brought into the camp ; the rebels were loud in their expreffions of 
refentment,.that the grand fignior had not delivered the traitors alive, as he 
had promifed. It was urged, on the other hand, that the fultans had 
never been accuftomed to deliver their minifters alive into the hands of 
their enemies ; and that they ought to be fatisfied with the great con-- 
defcenfion which his highnefs had {hewn upon this occafion. 

The rebels having carried their point thus -far, were intoxicated with 
their own fuccefs; and began to declare without referve, that they would 
depofe the sultan achmed III. and fet his nephew mahommed on the 
throne. They confidered that achmed was naturally cruel, and had 
caufed all thofe to be put to death who had dethroned his brother musta- 
pha II. in 1703 -, and confequently, they could exped very little quarter 
from him, fhould his power be again eflablifhed, as they had been the . 
authors of the death of his near relation ibrahim : on the contrary, fhould 
they chufe mahommed, who had been confined for feven and twenty 
years, there was great reafon to believe he would acknowledge their fer- 
vices. Achmed, in reality, had given them no remarkable caufe of com- 
plaint, except his great favour to ibrahim basha; fo that it was in fome 
meafure difficult to find a fjrccious motive for this laft ad of violence on 
the {late. * They pretended, that the body of the vizir ibrahim was not 
among thofe of the delinquents j however, after hanging the bodies of 
thtf kaimakhan and kiaya, each upon a tree, as fpe<3acles to the peo- 
ple, they dragged the third, which was really Ibrahim's, at a horfe'e 
tpil to the gates of the feraglio. 

Vol. IV. G Here 
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*73 ' ^ ere ^y demanded with the raoft clamorous infole&Ce, that the real 
vizir with all his creatures fhould be delivered to them alive, as alfo th* 
keys effendi ; adding, that as they could not depend on the. promifes 
of achmed, who contrary to all laws, perfifted in protecting a villain, 
whofe avarice had plunged the ftate into the greateft diftrefs," he was 
no longer worthy to reign : at the fame time they proclaimed mahom- 
med. , Achmed tried every expedient to quiet them, offering them con- 
fiderable rewards, and to deliver up all thofe whom they demanded ; 
but they were inflexibly bent on dethroning him. On their return to 
atmeidan, they threw, the carcafs of ibrahim into the common road, 
near a fountain, where this minifter had eredted an elegant flrudture 
about two years before, as an embellifhment to the city, and for the ufe 
of the people. 

The rebels having plunged themfelves fo deep, began to find the ne~ 
ceflity of fome perfon, fkilled and experienced in politics, to condudt 
them in the completion of their work. Ispiri zade, one of the fultan's 
chaplains, though he had often received the higheft marks of the royal 
bounty, had the ingratitude to abandon his mafter, and join in the con- 
fpiracy. This man had concealed his ambition under the cloak of piety 
and mortification, and was now fecretly become their chief advifer. The 
ift of October he entered the feraglio, where he found the minifters of 
achmed under a great confternation, not knowing what would be the 
iffue of the rebellion. As foon as this treacherous prieft entered the apart* 
. ment, the minifters inquired impatiently what was paffing in the city. 
He anfwered with the air of a man deprefled with forrow : " The rebels 
will not upon any account fubmit that achmed fhall reign over them 
any longer j all my endeavours in favour of the fultan are rendered 

* 

abortive, by the fiercenefs of their animofity. It is in vain to flatter 
ourfeives any longer, that we fhall be able to alter their refolution." 
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At thefe words,, the whole aflembly became motionlefs, and unable to 
utter a word. The perfidious ispiri zade, obferving that there was 
no body who dared to acquaint the fultan with this news, went himfelf. 
As foon as he entered the royal prefence, achmed faid, " Are the rebels 

" yet 
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" yet at atmeidan ? why do they not retire ? I have fhewn them more 
c< favour than I ought : I have offered to do them juftice on thofe of 
cl whom they complain ; and 1 have promifed them large prefents ; what 
if would they have more?" Ispiri zade replied, in a bold but cora- 
pofed tone, " Thy reign is finifhed ; thy revolted fobje&s will no longer 
" fubmit to thy dominion." Achmed, ftarting up, replied, " Whence 
c< comes it that you have delayed to give me this information ?" Then 
running immediately to the "apartment * of mahommed his nephew, he 
took him by the hand, and conducting him to the throne, placed him 
there himfelf, and was the fir ft who faluted him as emperor. Among 
many tender things, he fpoke to this effect : <c Remember, that your fa- 
ther 16ft the place in which you are now feated, by his blind com- 
plaifance for his mufti feizoulLah efffndi ^ and that I lofe it my- 
felf, by having trufted too much to my vizir ibrahim basha. Learn 
from our examples not to confide in your minifters without due cir- 
cumfpeftion. If I had always followed my old maxims, I ftiould' 
1' never have left mine fo long in place, or omitted to have demanded 
frequent and regular accounts of the affairs of the empire. Perhaps I 
might have then finifhed my reign as glorioufly as I began it. Farewel .; 
I wifh that yours may be more happy ; and I hope that you will have 
a proper regard for me and my children, whom I recommend to your 
care." Immediately the unfortunate achmed retired to thofe apart- 
ments which his nephew had juft quitted. 

s 

After the ceremony of the inauguration of the new fultan was per- 
formed with the ufual pomp, and he had received the honours due to 
this high dignity; his curiofity excited him to fee patrona kalil, 
who had been the inftrument of his exaltation to the throne. This man 
appeared before the grand fignior in the habit of a common Janiffary, 
with his naked knees. He advanced with a bold air to the fultan's throne, 
and kiffed his hand. His highnefs faid, " What can I do for thee ? 
" Thou haft a right to demand of me any favour." This artful wicked 
fellow, now gave marks of more noble and generous fentiments, than 
could be expedted from his birth and paft life, and anfwered the fultan 
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1730. to this purpofe : " As to theprcfent time, I am arrived at the higheft point 
," of my wiihes, in feeing your highnefs on the throne of the ottoman 
empire. With regard to the future, 1 know I have nothing to expe& 
from you but an ignominious death/' The grand fignior replied, " I 
f fwear I will never do you any harm ; tell me only what recompence I 
i( can make you, and I grant it before you afk." " Since your royal 
" goodnefs is without bounds/' replied patron a, (C I defire that you 
u will fupprefs all the new impofts with which your iubje&s have been 
" loaded under the late adminiftratioh." 

* 

This was a dangerous requeft, as it feemed to increafe the popularity 
of this fellow \ however the grand fignior did not hefitate to comply, and 
orders were immediately given to fufpend the collection of thofe taxes. 
In the interim the rebels, far from difbanding, committed many out- 
rages, particularly in pillaging feveral houfes of perfons profcribed, which 
had been fealed up with the royal feal. The new fultan could not but 
have a quick rcfentment of fo great a mark of difrepedt, 'as well as viola- 
tion of the laws 5 however, as he was not yet fecure on his throne, he 
dcfired that they would refrain from fuch kind of executions ; representing 
at the fame time, that as they had placed him on the throne, they ought to 
leave the power and authority of punching to him, in the manner which 
he (hould think moft convenient. Thefe gentle remonftrances, though 
founded in the higheft reafon, did not prevail on the bafe and undis- 
ciplined minds of the rebels ; on the contrary, they renewed their in- 
fiances that the keys effendi {hould be delivered up to them. Tho' 
this minifter had not been fo guilty as the other officers of ftate, yet he 
thought proper to retire and conceal himfelf. But had he been prefent, 
the new fultan feemed in no difpofition to comply with their extrava- 
gance, the gratification of which might have only ferved to increafe their 
tumultuous fury. 

The rebels proceeded in rifling the houfes of thofe who were moft 
obnoxious to them : the plunder of the grandees, together with the 
riches of the vizir, enabled patrona to make a plentiful diftributioa 
of money to gratify all his followers, among whom even children and 

old 
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old men were admitted, as by this means he increafed hk popularity. 1730. 
The lieutenant-general of the Janiflaries, tho' chofen by the rebels, was 
confirmed by the fultan ; he therefore took the liberty to reprefcnt, that 
fo profiife a liberality to perfons fo little intitled to it, ill fuited with juft 
government, in the caufe of which they had taken up arms: but this 
unhappy officer, for his indifcreet zeal, was cat to pieces on the fpot. 

The grand fignior, obferving that it woulcl be Impoffible to eftablifh 
peace whilft patron a appeared in arms, propofcd to give him a rich 
government, or a fum of money to retire. Patrona knew well that 
he could have no fecurity but in arms ; however he continued to chafttie 
thofe who committed any outrage without his permiifion. All. the new 
officers of flate, out of fear of his lawlefs power, paid him the greateft 
refpedt. 

Patrona at length refle&ing, that the chara&er of a difinterefted 
patriot, in which he had hitherto appeared, would not fupport him, when 
the lives of the inhabitants of Constantinople, together with their 
wealth fhould ceafe to be in his power ; began to accept bribe?, and to 
fell his favours for money. His companions being informed of it, ex- 
p re fled their refentment with fome bitternefs, as he thus violated thofe 
principles, in defence of which they had taken up arms. The matter 
was but too apparent, and tended much to weaken his intereft ; however, 
he dill pretended that all his paffions and deiires centered in the public 
good. , 

Their plundering and profcriptions Hill continuing, the fultan convoked 
a council, compofcd of his new mufti and principal officers of ftate. In 
confequence of this, the mufti prepared bis religious artillery, by fending 
his *etfa to the rebel camp at atmeidan, by the istamboul ef- 
fendi °. This was a humorous whimfical fellow, who having from the 
beginning taken the part of the rebels, was in great efteem amongft them* 
and played his part fo well, that the*moft fenfible among the Janiflaries 
confented to retire to their quarters, and to fubmit to the ful tan's pleafure. 
At the lame time the rebels were threatened, that if they did not retire, 

the 

• Lieutenant of the police in con*ta»tin©pi£. 
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173°* the ftandard *f mahommed would not be hung out in vain, feeing that 
there were thoufands in Constantinople ready to fhed their blood 
in defence of it. Upon this they fubmitted, on condition that none of 
them fhould be put to death, and that they fhould have three ftandards 
difplayed, by which means they might unite in their own defence in 
fcafe of need. Extraordinary as this propofal may appear, the court 
thought proper to fubmit to it, for the prefent, for fear of worfe confe- 
quences. 

The blaze of this rebellious fire feemed thus to be extinguished. The 
court thought it unfafe to proceed to the execution of any of the chiefs, 
though it could hardly be expected that the Janiflaries, after fo licentious v 
a life for fourteen days, would fubmit to the proper difcipline of that 
body, in whofe chambers it is not permitted to drink wine, nor com- 
mit any fort of debauch. During their feditious practices, patrona 
jcalil had poflefled iiimfelf of money fuflicient to maintain him in a 
genteel manner 5 but his greateft diftin&ion in his own efteem, was de- 
rived from being the chief author of the revolution. 

He now took a houfe contiguous to the chambers of the Janiflaries, 
and 400 of his followers well armed continued about his perfon. They 
fpent their time in debauches, and fcveral murders were committed in 
broad day. Grown hardy in their imaginary fecurity, they made no fcru- 
ple to vifit the new grand vizir, as if they considered him as their creature. 
They demanded the banifhment of feveral perfons of diftindtion ; that 
others fhould have their employments taken from them ; and they named, 
at the fame time, thofe whom they would have preferred. Among the 
latter, patrona carried his infolence fo far, as to demand that a certain 
greek: butcher called YANAKi,.to whom he had been much obliged for 
trotting him with a great quantity of provifions, fhould be made prince 
of Moldavia. The ceremonies of the inveftiture of this butcher prince 
were actually performed ; but as he was not able to raife the funds necef- 
jfary on this occafion, and his friend patrona, confeious of the wild- 

abfurdity 
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abfurdity of his condu&, had.deferted him; the imaginary principality 1730. 
df this vain g-reek was changed into a prifon. 

This, and other fuch extravagancies, began to make the Janiflaries 
^fhamed of efpoufing the caufe of fo defpicable a wretch. Patrona's 
pride was then a little humbled; he therefore wefct to pay his court to the 
kadileskier p , a man of Angular probity. He received him with great 
coldnefsj however, patron a with an air of dignity, addreffed him as 
follows: " X ou know, great effendi*, that God has been pleafed to 
<c make ufe of this feeble arm, to deliver his people from the oppreffion 
" of the late miniftry. You, who are wife, and can fee. into the hearts 
<c of men, know that my defigns are good i however, I find that fonn 
" ill-intentioned perfons mifinterpret my adtions, and endeavour to repre- 
" fent them as criminal to our mailer the fultan , for whom I have fo 
" often expofed my life* If thefe calumnies continue, I beg you will be 
" my advocate with his highnefs." The kadileskier anfwered, " That 
<€ he held fahhood in the higheft contempt, and fhould never be afhamed 
cc to tell the truth, and that he might be allured if his opinion was afked, 
< c he fliould declare what he thought/' Patrona tfas willing to inter- 
pret this ambiguous anfwer in his own favour, and kifling the hand of 
the kadileskier, he retired, and gave a handful of fequins to his do- 
meftics; which the kadileskier ordered to be thrown into the fea be- 
fore patron a's face, as- a mark of his contempt and indignation. 

Patrona was yet at the head of a party fufficicnt to fkreen him from 
the refentment of the court, which now meditated a fair occafion to cut 
him off. The 6th of November, as deputy of the Janiflaries, he con- 
voked a grand council, at which the khan of the crxm tartars, the 
grand vizir, the mufti, and other great ^officers of ftate were prefent. He 
opened the aflembly himfelf, and addreffing himfelf to the khan, fpoke 
tt> this efieft : c< The prefent iituation of the empire has occafioned the 
" convocation of this council ; I know that our affairs in Persia are every 
" day falling to decay. The Russians are continually fending fuccours 
cf to the Persians ; therefore my opinion is, that we ought to declare 

<c war* 

9 Chief jaftke. * The name common to thofe vcrfed in the law. 
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*73o. «' war, to prevent greater evils, and to revenge ourfeives on 'them for the 
.« blood of muflulmen, which they have been the caufe of fpilling. Let 
" us immediately fend a great army againft them, whilft the tartars 
" invade the country of thefe infidels on the other fide, and bring the 
" inhabitants into flavery. I think alfo that there is an abfoiute neceffity 
" to curb the bafhas on the frontiers, in their evil practices j fo far from 
" taking care of the troops, and regarding the Janiflaries as the fure fup- 
" port of this monarchy, they treat them ill, and retain their pay for 
* { their private ufe, and to gratify their own creatures." 

He made feveral other remarks in as wild and indigefted a manner, 
whilft the whole aftembly, with hearts full of indignation, deplored the 
wretched fituation of the ftate, that obliged the great council of the or* 
toman empire to hear this defpicable wretch prefume to give laws. At 
length the khan of the tartars, tired of hearing his impertinent dif- 
courfe, faid, " You, who fpeak fo much of war, do you know what it is ? 
" What reafons are there that his bighnefs fhould declare war againft the 
" Russians ? Do you not know that the court is at peace with them ; 
u and that without juft caufe we ought not to break that peace ? Before 
" we proceed to fuch extremities, we ought to know the truth of the 
" extraordinary reports which you make. After this, upon mature de- 
" liberation, we might refolve whether peace or war is moft for the ho- 
" nour and advantage of the empire. Thefe are not fuch light matters 
" as you feem to imagine : tell me by what rout you would penetrate 
" into Russia? " By what rout," replied patron a, c< that is a plea- 
" fant queftion indeed ; why can't we go the fame way as we did before, 
" you on one fide, and we on the other?" The tartar prince, with 
an air that plainly (hewed he thought it below his dignity to make any 
anfwer, otherwife than as the circumftances of the ftate rendered it ne- 
ceflary to temporize, fpoke to this efied: " Formerly we pafled through 
" Poland, becaufe we were then at war with the polanoers, but 
" at prefent we are at peace with them. Is it juft to fpread defola- 
" tion among people, againft whom we have no caufe of complaint ? 
" Po you know that an army of an hundred thoufand tartars, can- 
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" not march into a country without ruining it? It is true that war is the 1730; 

" proper occupation, and the real fource of the riches of my fubje&s : 

cc (hut up in the plains of the crim, as we have no trade, we decline 

" into poverty $ but we had rather facrifice our particular intereft, than 

<c juftice, equity, and the laws of nations. We know that wars are the 

c< chaftifements of heaven ; and we ought to reflect maturely before 

we take up arms, that we may not repent when we are obliged to 

lay them down again. Thefe are not affairs to be refolved on in 

a hurry." Patrona replied, "" I fee no harm in carrying defola- 

tion into the country of infidels $ and as to our deliberations, I did 

not expedt this council fhould have been compofed of more than you, 

* 

cc mouslouk aga r , the grand vizir, a few other perfons, and my- 
felf ; and for the future, if you pleafe, it (hall be fo, that we may 
condud our bufinefs with more fecrecy$ otherwife the infidels, being 

c< informed of our refolutions, will difconcert our meafures." " When 
the bufinefs of a council/' replied the khan, <c is to confult of war 
or peace, it is a maxim eftablifhed among us, to have numerous af- 
femblies, that we may know the different fentiments of men upon fo 
weighty a concern. You fee that ibrahim basha, ambitious of go- 
verning alone, not only perifhed himfelf by an ignominious death, but 
was near drawing on the ruin of the empire. It is aftonifhing, that fo 

€C recent and terrible an example does not inftrucfk you to avoid the danger 

w of directing folely -, but I declare, if that continues, I will fupplicate 
. " his highnefs to fend me into the remoteft banifhment, rather than be a 

" witnefs to the violation of his honour, and the ruin of the flate." 

So bold a declaration as this, could not but filence the formidable pa- 
trona. The council broke up, and nothing was determined. Many 

entertained 

* This was another Jan! flary of the fame (lamp a9 patrona himfelf, who had forfeited his life on 
feveral occalions. This fellow, during the tranfadions of the late revolution, went with an imperious 
air into fome of the tribunals in Constantinople, and without referve difcatched his emiflaries 
who attended him, with ordt.s to kill fifth and fuch perfons $ letting thofe who were prefent knoiV 
at the fame time who he was, and that he had the gift of ,difcovering the hearts of men ; that he 
loved 'honeft men and luted rafcals ; bidding them look to themfelves. Such was the power of th« 
Janifiaries at that time, and the terror which they fpread through the city. 
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entertained the moft ardent wishes to fee the (Jeftrudion of the rebels ; 
who, on their part, concerted meafures to put their own creatures in 
pofleffion of the principal offices of the government, as the only means 
of fecaring themfelves. 

Two days afterwards, the grand fignior invited patrona, mouslouk, 
and the aga of the JaniiTaries, to court, deiiring to be informed of the 
effeft of their conference, and to confult with them what meafures to 
purfue in regard to the affairs of Persia, as well as the interior govern- 
ment of the empire. At 1 1 o'clock they attended, with a retinue of 
fix and twenty perfons, whom they left in the firft court, and were them- 
felves conducted to the chamber, where the ottoman princes are cii*- 
cumcifed '. Here they found the khan of the, tartars, the mufti, 
the grand vizir, with.othter great officers of the crown, feated according 
to their rank: there were alfo many officers of the bostangis, and 
other perfons, Handing. The rebels took their feats, without feeming to 
fufpeft any danger, as the bostangis are confidered as domeflics of the 
feraglio. 

The grand vizir opened the aflembly, and addreffing himfelf to pa- 
trona, faid, c< The grand fignior has made you beglirbeg of ro-, 
maniaS and gives you the command of 30,000 men, with which 
you are to join achmed, basha of bagdat, and to aft in concert 
" with him againfl the Persians/' He next fpoke to mouslouk aga 
in thefe terms : <c His highnefs has appointed you beglerbeg of na- 
" toli a, with a body of troops under your command." And then turn- 
ing \§ the aga of the Janiiliries, he acquainted him, " That he was 
" appointed basha of three tails?' Thus he was going on, when mus- 
tapha a<ja • cried out aloud, " Let all the enemies of the ftate be ex- 
" tirpated " and immediately thirty of the officers of the bostangis 

fell 

* They call this the sunnet odassi. * The antient thrace. This k one of the richefc 

governments in the neighbourhood of Constantinople; it is a fruitful country, bounded on the 
ibuth by the archipelaco, near 300 miles long, and more than half as broad, covered with high 
mountain*, which are natural bulwarks againfl an enemy. ° This perfon had in his youthful 

age been a creature of the khan of the tartars, and was a captain of the 17th company of the 
Janiflaries when the fedition broke out ; but being devoted to his old mailer, he now took the fide 
•f the court, and behaved with the moft approved fidelity. 
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\ 

fell with their fabres upon patrona kalil, mouslouk, dnd die aoa 173^ 
of the Janiflaries. The firft was drawing his dagger from under his furr 
to defend himfelf, when mustapha aga cat his arm with a ftroke of 
his fabre : mouslouk threw his robe over his face, and refigned himfelf 
to his deftiny like a cssar. 

It may appear extraordinary, th/£ thefe traitors left their guard in the 
outward court $ however, the difficulty is reconciled, when we confider 
that the bufinefs they were ta treat of, was of an important nature, and 
that they had, in the fond preemption of their imaginations, flattered 
themfelves into a belief that the grand fignior had adopted their icqti- 
raents $ not only with regard to the affairs of the empire, but alfo in re- 
fpeft to the fecret manner in which they propofed to hold thek councils, 
agreeably tQ what patrona had recommended in the laft affemWy. 

As foon as thefe rebel chiefs were put to death, their bodies wero, 
thrown into the court before the apartment where die cataftrophe hap- v 
pened. A meflenger was immediately fent to acquaint their guard, that 
as the grand fignior had been pleafed to prefent their chiefs with a coat 
of honour, his highnefs intended alfo to give them each a caftan " ; and 
for this purpofe they were to enter three or four at a time, that the cere- 
mony might be. performed with decency. Thefe deluded wretches were 
no fooner arrived in the interior part of the Jecond court, than they under* 
went the fame fate as their mailers : fome of them, in the outer court at 
length began to fofpeft, as none of their companions returned, that they 
were enfnaced, and attempted to iave them&lves : but the gales were foot 
upon them, and they were Slaughtered in the fame manner as the others. 

c 

The report now prevailed in the city, that patrona, mouslouk, and 
the aga of the Janiflaries, had been a long time in the feraglio, all the 
gates of which were fhut. This brought feverai of the party thither, 
who began to murmur, and threaten violence $ but as foon as they faw 
the gates opened, and feverai carts brought forth loaded with the bodies 
of their chiefs reeking with blood j they were feized with difmay and 
£ed. All thefe mangled carcafTes were expofed £a the ftreet for two 

H 2 hours i 

w This is tho twm for thofc veft»cote which are prrfentod *$ marks of feroun 
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1730. hours; after which, the court, apprehenfive that fo hideous a fpeftacle 
might conjure up fome new frenzy among the people, caufed them to be 
thrown into the fea. 

A numerous body of guards were now ordered to patrole the ftreets, 
to keep good order, and prevent any defperate attempt to fire the city j 
for patrona had often declared, that this would be the confequence of 
taking away his life. At the fame time, feveral of the rebels were feized 
and put to death 5 and the butcher yanika furvived his patron but one 
day. Public thanks were then ordered to be given to the Almighty, for 
his Angular mercy in delivering the ftate from fuch imminent danger. A 
general pardon was publilhed to all the rebels, except certain perfons 
< who were deemed the chief conductors of the confederacy -, but their 
punifhment alfo was changed into banifhment. Befide thefe ads of cle- 
mency, large donatives were prefented to the Janiflkries, Spahis x , and 

other orders of the foldiery who had been concerned in the revolt. Such 
marks of a generous difpofition in their fovereign, converted their refent- 
ment into wifhes for his profperity and happihefs -, fo that by the end 
of November, the city was, to all appearance, reftored to its former 
tranquillity. 

jy^ I# The flames of fedition were not however extinguifhcd. The blood of 
patrona kalil, mouslouk, and their other companions, like that of 
the hydra, nourished new monfters, which in lefs than four months grew 
to a formidable fize. The great diffipation of treafure which this revo- 
lution had caufed, together with the want of condudt in the new mini- 
iters, not only occafioned the Janiflkries to be in arrears for their pay, but 
alfo created a fcarcity of provifions in Constantinople. Towards the 
end of February this year, people began to murmur aloud, and predict 
Another revolution. 

The number of loofe and abandoned fellows, whom the late rebellion 
had brought together, was great. Thefe from their natural difpofition > 
and from their idle manner of living, were ripe for any defperate enter- 
prize. The partizans of achmed, the dethroned fultan, fubmitted with 

relu&ancy 

* Theft ait cavalry of the Asiatic dominions of turkey, 
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reluttancy to the deftiny of their late matter; fo that thd fpirit Of rebel- 17*1. 
lion was fecretly fomented. The court feemed, however, to have no 
fufpicion of it, when news was brought the 25th of march, that a body 
of people had aflembled at ajtmeidan, the ordinary rendezvous of male- 
contents, who, after pillaging feveral fhops, had colle&ed a number of 
arms. Thefe being joined by a party 9f the Janiflaries, broke open and 
plundered the houfe of the aga of the Janiflaries, who with difficulty 
. efcaped with his life. 

The aga immediately acquainted the grand fignior ; and his highnefc 
ordered the grand vizir, the mufti, and other great officers to be aflem- 
bled. The experience of September laft had taught them, that fuch 
lawlefs force can hardly be fupprefled but by military juftice : accordingly 
they inftantly colledted what forces were at hand, during the night; and 
left neceflity fhould oblige them to call for afliftance, they carried out the 
flandard of mahommed. The turks imagine that thofe who die in 
defence of this flandard, are entitled to the crown of martyrdom. As 
foon as day broke, the aga of the Janiflaries at the head of one party, 
and the grand vizir with another, fell on the rebels at atmeidan. A 
fmart fkirmifli enfued : the flandard- bearer was difmounted, and in dan- 
ger of lofing his flandard, which might have had fatal confequences. 

The rebels being at length put to flight, retired to the chambers of the 
Janiflaries, who/ though they had not taken arms in any confiderable 
numbers, were ripe for rebellion. The grand vizir therefore prudently 
declined following the rebels, left the violation of that azylum, which the 
quarters of thefe foldiers are efteemed, fhould furnifh a reafon for a revolt, 
and plunge the city into the fame diforder, as it had been expofed to four 
months before. They contented themfelves with killing about 200 in 
the flight, and taking 60 prifoners. As foon as thefe laft had made con- 
feflion of their accomplices, they were ftrangled, and their bodies thrown 
into the fea. 

The coffee-houfes and taverns were immediately ordered to be fhut $ 

and the greeks who fell wine had their veffels ftaved, that no fuel might 

be 
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173 1 • ^ »fc*fcd *° ^t the brains of a defpemte mob. A conftant parole 

was kept in the ftreete> and the leaft fufpicion rendered the party criminal, 

a fo that numbers of innocent perfons fuffcred death. This fcverc method 

Of curing fb dangerous a diforder in the body politic had its effaft, and 

prevented the flames of rebellion from fpreading. 

There were feveral parties of the rebels difperfed in different quarters 
of the city. Some thoufands were determined to have joined the camp 
at atmeidan : had the grand vizir therefore been in any degree lefi 
a&ive, it is probable another revolution would have fucceeded, with cir- 
cumftances more Moody and fatal than the former. It was imagined that 
fatima, daughter of achmed the III, and widow of the late grand 
vizir Ibrahim bash a, who Was ftrangled, had corrupted the Janifikries, 
in hopes of revenging the death of her huiband. Whether this lady was 
guilty or not, is a queftion which has remained unrefolvecL In order to 
quafli this fpirit of (edition as much as poffible, a confiderable number of 
Bosnians, Albanians, and lats r , were banifhed out of the city. The 
grand vizir alfo omitted no means of humbling the rebels. All thoie 
who were ftrangted or beheaded, were thrown into the fea ; and floating 
about with the waves as fpedacles of terror, became a prey to birds, and 
fifli, infomoch that people of any delicacy, would not eat &h for fome 
time. 

It was reckoned, that in thefe different rebellions more than 10,000 
men perifhed by the fword or the bow-firing. Above 30,000 were driven 
out of Constantinople 5 and the Janifiaries were quartered in different 
parts to prevent their cabals. Thoie of a feditious fpirit were obliged to 
leave the city ; fb that the public tranquillity was at length in a great 
meafore reftored. The turks however fuffered very great in conveni- 
ences from thefe diforders, not only by unhinging their government, and 
giving occafion to a continual change of minifters ; but alio by the dHfr- 
pation of their treafure, which rendered them Iefs capable of fupporting 
a war againft the Persians. 

CHAP. 

y Thefe are a people who inhabit the coaft of the black iea, who are robbers and murderers 
by profef&on. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, negotiates a peace with the Persians in 
January 1732. TjEhmas kouli khan augments bis army in kho- 
rasan. He dif approves of the peace with the Turks, and enters into 
intrigues with bis officers. He makes bis Jon governor of khor as an j . 
arrives at Isfahan in august 1732, and endeavours to -vindicate bis 
condutt to tbe shah. 

DURING thefe inteftine commotions in Constantinople, ach- 1731. 
med, basha of bagdat, received full orders to treat with the 
Persians for a peace, from an apprehcnfion that a defeat of any of their 
armies in asia would unavoidably bring on further revolutions. The 
lofs which TiEHMAS shah lately fuflained, in a great meafure facilitated 
this undertaking. This prince had alfo many private reafoos, with re- 
gard to his interior government, which rendered peace as defirable to Jam 
as it was to the turks. Achmed basha was too able a minifter, W be 
ignorant of any material circumftance relating to Persia, the intereft and 
power of which he perfe&ly underftood j and particularly, that the return 
of t.*hmas kouli khan might render the fuccefs of another campaign 
very different from the laft. The grand fignior had trufted him without 
refer ve, to make the beft terms he could. He therefore ferit to the per- 
sian king to acquaint him, that notwithftanding the great fuccefs of the 
ottoman arms, his mafter the grand fignior was ready to eftabliflf a 
firm and lading friendfhip with him. 

The shah, who was at casbin, received the news with the more 
fatis&dion, as he was under fome apprehenfiont, that if the turks had 
refolved to march to Isfahan, that city muft have fallen a prey to them j 
for there was no army between hamadan and his metropolis, which 
could make head againft them. The alarm in that city was ib great, 
that when a detachment of the Persian troops arrived there to main- 
tain tranquillity and order, numbers of the inhabitants were preparing 
for flight. 

2 Achmed 
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173 1. Achmed basha being apprehenfiVc that his court might rife in her 
demands, in confequence of the late vidtory, was defirous to bring on an 
accommodation with the Persians as foon as poffible. Experience, and 
the light of his own genius had inftru&ed him, that a war with persix 
could hardly be attended with any good confequences to his country; and 
that it muft certainly hurt his own particular intereft ; bagdat, the capi- 

/ tal of his province, having long been an objedt on which the Persian 

kings had caft their eyes with earned wiflies. . 

1772. Towards the clofe of the laft year, the plenipotentiaries on the part of the 
Persians arrived at the Turkish camp near hamadan. The conferences 
being opened the 1 6th of January following, the preliminary articles 
were figned. The river aras was appointed as the boundary of the Per- 
sian dominions; fo that the shah yielded his right to Armenia, eri- 
van, and Georgia. The turks thus remained poffcffed of a country 
near two hundred leagues in extent, which formerly belonged to Persia. 
It jva* however ftipulated, that their joint forces (hould be united in cafe 
of *£ed, to compel the Russians to evacuate ghilan, shirvan, and 
derbend, with the reft of the weftern coaft of the Caspian fea. 

During thefe tranfa&ioris, T-ffiHMAs kouli khan, being poflefled of 
the royal authority to raife money, eftablifhed already a kind of inde- 
pendency ; for the fupport of which he engaged in his fervice a confi- 
derable number of abdollees, Afghans, ousbegs, and turkumans. 
If we may judge from confequences, and the general tenor of his con- 
duit, he forefaw from the beginning, that the only method by which he 
could awe the Persians, and arrive at the object in view, would be to 
form a large army, compofed chiefly of tartars. For thefe not having 
any prejudices concerning the hereditary right of princes, were moft likely 
to be at his devotion, fo long as he paid them well, which the power 
he was inverted with, enabled him to do. He employed his time in 
khorasan in putting mescbed in a iituation of defence, and took other 
meafures to prevent the incurfions of the tartars. 

As fopn as he heard that the shah had loft two battles againft the 
Turks, and was entering into pacific meafures with them, he wrote im- 

■t mediately 
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mediately to his majefty in the ftrongeft term6, defiring that he would 1732, 
- perfift in demanding the restitution of all the conquered provinces $ ad- 
ding, that he fhould join him feon with an army of victorious troops,* 
before whom the turks would fly> as the Afghans had lately done ; 
that in the mean while, he need only keep on the defenfive. 

The shah, who in a great meafure inherited the peaceable difpofitio* 
of his father, found more joy in rcpofe than in conqueft. It is probable, 
however, that he was a&uated by motives of policy ; for having now no 
enemy to contend with, his numerous ftanding army would become un- 
neceflary ; and he might have a fair opportunity of reducing the enormous 
power of his general, by either totally diibanding his forces, or reducing 
them to a fmall number. To this might be added, that Persia having 
groaned fevcral years under the fcrvitude of the Afghans, the people were 
very much impoverifhed, and required fome refpite to cultivate the earth, 
and rebuild their ruined houfes. 

After the conclufion of the peace, tahmas marched with his forces 
from casbin to Isfahan $ where he ratified the treaty, diibanded fome 
of his troops, and feftt others into their refpe&ive quarters. He then 
wrote to his general tmmas kouli khan, acquainting him, that he had 
thought proper to put an end to a war fo chargeable to his people ; and as 
he had no enemies foreign or domeftic, that disturbed the repofe of the 
ftate, he ordered him to difband the army tinder his command, and to 
repair to Isfahan, to confult with him concerning the domeftic (Eco- 
nomy of the government, and the welfare of his people. 

Thefe pacific meafures were by no means confident with the ambitious 
projects of the Persian general. He, who in a lower rank of life had 
been accuftomed to follow the di&ates of his own paffions, unreftrained 
by any law human or divine, could hardly be expected to fhew a pafiive 
condud at the head of a victorious army, intirely devoted to his fervice. 
He had already acquainted his chief officers of the king's ill fortune againft 
the turks, and the peace which had been made in confeqtience of it: 
he reprefented this conduit as inglorious, impolitic and pufilanimous; and 
as that which would draw on the misfortunes of the preceding reign, and 

Vol. IV. I t plunge 
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'73 Zm P^ un g e l ^ c empire i nt0 *^ e f ftmc diftrefs as it had been In under the 

ghans. He further made them fenfible, how muchfuperior their valour 
and knowledge in the art of war was to that of the turksj but that 
pacific meafures, after thus roufing themfelves to a martial fpirit, were 
the lure way to enervate their minds, and difqualify them for tbe duties of 
a foldier , and confequently prepare them to become (laves again : that 
. the turks, in the mean while, being fullered to poffefs fo fine and ex* 
tenfive a tradt of country, would increafe in p«Mr, and Persia would 
be expofed to the greater ruin hereafter: moreover, that fuch meafures 
muft certainly have a more direct aim at himfelf and them, whofe mili- 
tary virtues rendered them objects of jealoufy at court; and the experience 
of hussein's reign had proved it to be dangerous for Persians to diftin- 
guifh themfelves in the fervice of their country. 

Difcourfes like thefe carried with them the appearance of honour and 
integrity $ and many who meant well to the royal family, had their loyalty 
fhaken under the fpecious pretence of the public good. But not to throw 
all the odium on the king, KAdir artfully insinuated to thefe, that the 
minifters, whom their fovereign had employed to negotiate this peace, 
•had been falfe to their truft; or Persia, fupported by their vi&orious 
arms, would certainly have obtained terms lefs difhonourablc. As to 
the common foldiers, what offended them moil, was the consideration 
that no particular gratuity was promifed them on their difinifiion, after 
their great and fignal fervices. 

• 

Under thefe circumftances, a man of lefs art and refolution than nadir, 
might have tainted their minds with rebellious fentiments ; however, it 
was n^ceflary to condudl his defigns to an iffue with great circumfpedion, 
fincc there could not be wanting numbers in his army, who were much 
snore inclined to diiplace their general than their king. Things were not 
yet arrived to maturity $ nor could any certain judgment be formed of the 
ftate of aflkirs at fo great a diftance. The court was diffident of the ge- 
neral, and the general jealous of the court, fo that neither knew exafily 
what the other intended. 

Nadir 



Chap.Vffl. % NADIR SHAH. 67 

Nadir wa$ not at a lofs to find pretences for delaying his return to I73*< 
court, and fome time was rfeceflary to plan his fcheme for the increafe 
of his power. It is hard to fay, if the ftrong impulfe of felf-prefervation 
had not aim oft as great a (hare as ambition. The eafy credulous nature 
of tahmas might have forgiven all that was paft, with regard to the 
infolence of his general, in demanding fo extraordinary a power as that 
of railing money, and 4iis imperious conduct in the ufe of it. But fe- 
deral of- the great mdHPttbout the king's perfon, fome from a knowledge 
of nadir's boundlefs ambition, and others from private refentment, were 
fo defirous of feeing him humbled, that they could not keep their own. 
council: They difcovered their opinion and defigns to thofe, who were 
fecretly in the intereft of the general. Of all thefe intrigues apd private 
commotions, the general was made acquainted; alio of Jthe, conduit of 
fome, who fpoke difrefpe&fully of the king himfelf. He was therefore 
the better qualified how to a& his part, when he ihould return to court. 

He had employed the end of the laft year, and the beginning of this, 
chiefly in levying men, and difciplinipg his army ; which now amounted 
to near 70,000 men, the greateft part of them tartars. The parti- 
cular regard he had for the province of khorasan, engaged his attention 
in every inftance that could promote the welfare and fecurity of it \ and 
as a natural effect of his power, as well as to ftrengthen his intereft in 
that country, he gave the government of {|^f>rovince to his fon riza*' 
kouli. And tho' this ftep was prefumed to be with the king's appro- 
bation, yet as this province had generally "been given to one of the royal 
blood, his conduit in this inftance feemod to demonftrate a defpotic au- 
thority. 

« 

Having made this difpofition, he fet out about the month of June, 
making flow marches towards Isfahan, where he arrived in august, 
' The people, as well as the king and his court, feemed to dread his ap« 
.rproach. All perfons of difcernment faw that he could mourjt no higher, 
without feizing the diadem. The king himfelf hardly dared to name 
any perfons to fill up the firft employments of the empire, without the 
confent of his general, TjEHMas kouli khan ever took occafion td 

I z reprefent 
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73 2 • reprefent the neceffity of fupporting a great army* and that the national 
revenues ought to be appropriated to that purpofe, prior to any of thofe 
large falaries, which he pretended were unncceflarily annexed to the great 
offices of the crown. Indeed he was the fpirit that ^animated the whole 
army ; he entered fo intirely into the bufinefs of it, that hardly the meaneft 
common foldier committed any offence, deferted, or died, but -he was 
immediately acquainted ; and the great ftrength of his memory enabled 
him to a£t in every circumftance of the military oeconomy. 

Tjehmas kouli khan was how to {hew a mafter-piece of policy. 
Direded by thofe principles which had been inftrumentai to his ad- 
vancement to his prefent height of power, he was if poffiblc to make 
the shah fubferibe to his own ruin. As foon as he arrived near Isfa- 
han, and encamped his army, he wiited on the king to inform him in 
what manner he had been employed, and how much he had his majefty 's 
intereft at heart. He reprefented at the fame time, that his majefty had 
been very ill advifed with regard to the peace he had lately concluded 
with the turks, fince he was morally certain, that the army under his 
command, if they might be permitted, would foon drive the turks to 
their antient confines, and perhaps make the grand fignior tremble in his 
capital i fo that thofe minifters, who had advifed his majefty to this ftep* 
were certainly no friends to their country, and could not have the glory 
of their fovereign at heart ; adding, he had too much reafon to believe, 
that fuch men were his own enemies alfo; and that he was informed 
fome of them had gone fo far, as to adviie his majefty to imbrue his 
hands in the blood of that man, whom he had been pleafed fo highly to 
honour ; whofe fervices he had fo often acknowledged ; and whofe only 
happinefs it was to devote his life to his fervice. 

The shah, who had for fome time diftembled his refentment, was 
now inclined to believe that his general had been mifreprefented to him* 
The khan, who watched every motion of his heart, found it a proper 
feafon to regain his mailer's good opinion. The shah denied that any 
perfon had recommended to him to deprive his general of his life. Kouli 
khan, in very tender pafHonate terms then reprefented to him! how much 

his 
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his majefty was a prey to evil counfellors j and as tJiQ treacherous courtier) 1732, 
of his father, by their intrigues would have cut off jlvtf ah kpa*, at 
the very time that the army under his command might have faved the 
empire ; fo they were now playing off the fame diabolical engines, to ruin 
his majefty. He then produced the letters already mentioned, which he 
had received from feveral perfons at court, whiift he was in khorasan % 
sod begged his majefly would be pleated to read them, and judge from 
thence of the fidelity of his minifters. After this, afluring the king of 
his own readinefs to devote his life to his fervice, he retired. 

TiEHJMAs shah having read the letters, of which it is probable fome 
were real, was aftonifhed to fee the'perfidy of feveral of thofe in whom he 
had placed a confidence. But as this treafonable correfpondence feemed 
rather to argue a contempt of his perfon, than a defign againft his life 
or crown ; the gentlenefc of his mind naturally difpofed him to forgive-, 
nefs, at ieaft to diffemble his refentment for the prefent. 



C H A P. IX. 

«• 
Kouli khan feizes shah t^shmas. The infant abas eleMed king* In- 
trigues of " KOULI KHAN. Ti£HMA8 SHAH removed tO SEBSAWAR. The 

two Jons of kouli khan nominated to the principal governments. His 
manifejlo dif claiming the peace with the turks. Topal osman pasha 
appointed seraskier of the Turkish army. Kouli khan marches to 

BAGDAT. 

THE diffractions of the preceding years feemed to have bani&ed 
all fentiments of virtue from the hearts of the Persians ; inlbmuch, 
that the unfortunate shah tjehwas had really no friends, or none who 
were men of abilities. The only perfons who had been about him fince 
his reftoration, remarkable for their honour and capacity, were myrza 
daudam, a Georgian prince, who had been married to one of his 
lifters in his father's time; and sepfie kouli khan ; the fir ft of thefc 
was killed in the late adlon at erivan, and the latter being taken pri- 

a fooer> 
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)7 2 3* foner, fell a facrifice to the refentment of the turks, as already related. 
It^-probable, that the general aimed at the definition of thofe, whom 
h^lpprehended would be the greateft bar to his ambition. Whether 
he meant to procure their removal, or only to gain the confidence of his 
matter, that he might the more eafily get him into his pofleffion, is not 
material; this conclufion we may draw from the shah's paffive c6ndu<£t, 
that it probably encouraged kouh khan to proceed farther than he at 
firft intended. w % 

It is certain, however, whgn he difcovered that the letters produced 
no dfed with regard to the perfons whom he defired to deftroy, he natu- 
rally concluded that he was himfeif marked out for deftruftion ; for he 
could not be ignorant in what degree his conduft had rendered him ob- 
noxious. He acquainted the chiefs of his army with his apprehenfions, 
and poflefled them with an opinion, that their intcreft and fafety were 
infeparably connected with his own. The fentiments which they had 
previoufly entertained of the king and his court, together with the 
late peace concluded with the turks, confirmed them in an opinion, 
that the king had refolved to difband the army, and to call the general 
and his adherents to a fevere account Tjehmas kouli khan artfully 
infinuated, that there was an expedient by which they could not only 
preferve themfelves, but alfo fave their country from the confequences of 
this ruinous peace. 

He then communicated the project he had formed, of depofing tjbh- 
mas, and putting that prince's fon, abas myrza, an infant of fix months, 
in his place ; and fince there was no other method, he would, with their 
approbation, enter immediately on this important bufinefs, the conduct of 
which they might leave to him. The matter being thus agreed, under 
an engagement of the mod inviolable fecrecy ; the next ftep was how to 
prevail on£he shah to leave the city, and afford him a fair opportunity 
of«{ecuringshis per fon. 

.Whatever defigns the shah might have, he diflembled them for the 
prefent, without feeming to be fufpicious > and tho* he had deftroyed the 
treafonable letters, yet they made fuch an impreflion on him, that he 

A. thought 
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thought the general at leaft as faithful as his'other courtiers * and there- 
fore made no fcruple to accept an invitation te fee his army in review. 
The evolutions and appearance of his foldiers gave him great fatis&dlfi), s 
arid might have afforded him a fair opportunity of removing thfcjgencral. 
.The fight of their prince naturally drew the attention of the fubalterns 
and common foldiers : as he rode through the ranks, many of them de- 
clared aloud, " That if he had any particular command they wtre ready 
" to execute it." The boldeft trakor, -whilft a plot is ripening for exe- 
cution, muft feel fome tremors, when there is any ground to think his 
treafon is difcovered. The general, in whofc hearing this declaration was 
made, was at firft furprizech but recovering himfelf, he defired the shah 
to tell them, " That as the command of the army was given to him, the 
<c proof of their obedience to their fbvereign was to obey their general." 

After the review was over, the khan invited the shah to a re- 
paft. This crafty afshar, as if he had learnt from that mafter of 
treachery mir vais, how to carry his treafon into execution % though 
his purpofe was not bloody ; had prepared this fiiare to entangle his fb- 
vereign. Whether fatigue or the infufion of a drug helped to overpower 
the king ; a fmall quantity of wine intoxicated him. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, this unhappy prince was an object of the derifion of the 
general's creatures > and in this condition he ordered him t&be removed 
to an apartment in the gardens of hazarjerib, there to be kept under 
a ftrong guard. The king's attendants, who infifted on the right of 
taking charge of his majefty's perfon, were feized by the guards, and put 
under confinement. 

Tjbhmas kouli khan having corrupted the great officers of ftate, as 
well as his own generals, called an affembly the next day, which he ha- 
rangued to this effedt: (< All the world knows how much I have the 
" interefl of my country at heart, and how prodigal I have teen of my 
" life to advance the welfare of it. We have fcen, by the late reign, the 
" fatal confequences which attend a weak and pufilanimous conduit : and 
" (hall we be idle fpe&ators of our own ruin ? Shah tjbhmas has a!- 

" ready 

* S« Vol. III. page 47. 
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1712. " rcsw ty g ivcn ^ a proof of his incapacity to govern. Could a prince, 
u infpired with a common refolution, or in any degree fcnfible of the in- 
<c j|fccft of his fubje&s, have made fo fcandalous a peace with the Turks; 
" a people, who have adopted it as a principle of their politics, as well 
" as religion, to pillage and lay wafte this country ? There is no king 
' " but he, who being worthy of a crown wears it with dignity ; let us 
u haften to dethrone a prince, whofe weaknefs and cowardice will foon 
<c plunge us into thofe misfortunes, out of which we are but juft re- 
" covered. We have in bis fon an heir of the true line, who undet 
" the conduit of wife tutgrs will learn the art of government In the 

" mean while the kingdom may be ruled by a regency, who have the 

■ * 

cc honour and intereft of their country at heart." 

. This di&ourfe met with all the applaufe from thofe who were intirely 
his creatures, which his moft fanguine expectations could fugged: he 
• then demanded of the aflembly, what £hould be done further with the 
king ; this queftion alarmed them a 1111169 fearing a defign of putting him 
to death, which they would hardly have been wicked enough to confent 
to. They made anfwer, that nothing more was neceflary to be done ; 
however, upon maturer deliberation, to prevent the diforders which might 
arife from his being near Isfahan ; it was agreed, that he fhould be re- 
moved to fomc remote part in the eaftern provinces of the empire $ and 
he was accordingly fent to sebsawar •, under a ftrong convoy of* ous- 
begs and Afghans of the sunni religion. 

The next debate turned upon his fuccetibr. As they fet out on pre- 
tended principles of equity, and the general himfelf had declared, he 
meant to preferve the diadem to the royal line in the perfon of the young 
abas, it could hardly be expe&ed, even in this corrupt aflembly, there 
fhould be a iingle perfon who dared to propofe any other than the in* 
fant prince* Some of the moft abandoned however, declared- there 
was none fo proper as the general himfelf, as the circumftances of the 
ftate. required a prince who was capable of conducting an amiy. The 
HHAN rebuked them with an air of indignation; alledging, that the 

hereditary 

■ 

* A city in khoka&a*. 
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hereditary rights of princes were facred, fo long as they took no ftep to 1732.' 
injure the people whom they govern. He was indeed already poflefled 
of an unlimited power, and might have embraced fo favourable a con- 
juncture to grafp at the crown ; but he could not be ignorant, that fuch 
an attempt would be attended with fome danger. There muft have been 
great numbers in his army, who were not yet entirely devoted to his fer- 
vice 5 nor could the reputation of his exploits have fo firmly eftabliflied 
his charadter, as to countenance fo daring an attempt. We cannot fay 
that his ambition yielded to his policy, but that hd feafoned both with 
patience, till his army {hould be more accuftomed to his authority, and 
receive more demonstrative proofs of his abilities. 

The apprehenfions of an infurre&ion had induced the general to caufe 
a proclamation to be made in the city, that no perfons {hould ftir out of 
their houfes ; but as foon as he difcovered that the neighbourhood of the 
army kept the people in fufHcient awe, and that the unfortunate TjEhmas 
had no adherents who dared to oppofe his pleafure, he revoked thofe 
orders, and bufinefs went on as ufu?l. Preparations were now made for 
the inauguration of the young prince abas. T,*hmas koulj khan en- 
tered Isfahan with great pomp, and going direcftly to the palace, caufed 
public notice to be given, that the khan and the great officers of the 
crown had declared shah tjehmas incapable of holding the reins of 
government; and therefore they had chofen his ion abas, the third 
of that name, emperor of pe rsi a. ' 

The young infant was accordingly brought out in his cradle, and the 
diadem fixed to the right fide of his head, as a mark of his fovereignty ; 
the general himfelf firft took the oath of allegiance on the khoran, and 
proftrated himfelf in homage to the new king ; all the other great officers 
followed his example. 

% 

Kouli khan and his creatures now gave the law, not fo much in 
form "of a regency, as in confequence of their offices. He had ac- 
quired the afcendehey, and was in fa£t the fovereign. Orders were fent 
to all the provinces, to notify the acceffion of abas III. to the throne ; 

Vol. IV. K and 
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and fuch officers were appointed for the refpediive governments, as 
fluted the pleafure and intereft of the general. He then celebrated his 
nuptials with the aunt of the dethroned shah. His eldeft fon, riza 
kouli, we have obferved, was appointed governor of khorasan ; and 
his fecond fon, nezr ali, was now jnade governor of herat. His 
elder brother ibr ah im, one of the followers of his fortunes, was made a 
khan, and the government of tavris was afligned him* Kherman 
was conferred on his next brother. Befides thefe, many other difpofitions 
of the like nature were made, and the feveral offices of moil importance 
were given to perfons devoted to his intereft. He then confulted for the 
further advancement of his own fortune, and the gratification of his paflion 
for military glory. All thefe events paffed in the month of august. 

Thus did thi6 great wicked man, under the fpecious pretence of pro- 
moting the honour and intereft of his country, prepare the way to afcend 
the giddy heights of his ambition. He feemed already to look down on 
thefe inftruments of his pride, as wretches who were affiduous in forging 
their own chains. 

m 

m 

The activity of his genius fuffered not a moment to be loft. In 
order to give the greater fan&ion to his condud, upon the principles of 
national love, he published a manifefto, disclaiming the peace which had 
been lately made with the tu&ks. It \yas in a more particular manner 
addrdfed to the basha of bagdat, and conceived in thefe terms: 
" Be it known to you, the basha of bagdat, that we claim an ind^i-r 
bitable right of vifiting the tombs of the imams,' ali, gherbellai, 
mahallade, mouza, and hussein \ We demand the delivery of 
all the Persians who have been taken prifoners in the late war : and 
€i as the blood of our, countrymen yet fmokes, and calls upon their fove- 
reign for vengeance, there ought to be fo much fhed of the fubjedts 
of the grand fignior, as thefe have fpilt of the fubje&s of the king of 
Persia. We make thefe our fentiments known, that you may not 
accufe us of the dishonour of taking you by furprize. We are going 

<c foon. 

Thefe are prophets who are held in. veneration by the Fia^iANs, andwhofe tombs are near 
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cc foon at the head of our vi&orious army to breathe the fweet air of the "* 
u plains of bagdat, and to take our repofe under the (hadow of its 
" walls/' • 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, immediately acquainted the ottoman 
court of the extraordinary menace which had been fent him. The turks 
being thus alarmed, the grand vizir and the mufti were difgraced, as having 
been the chief advifers in making a peace with the Persians, at a time 
when the ottqman armies were vi&orious. .On the 6th of October, the 
horfc's tail, which is the fignal of war, was hung out at the feraglio at 
Constantinople ; and the divaa declared war againft the Persians with 
the ordinary folemnities. Orders were alfo fent to equip a fleet of fhips 
on the black sea, to tranfport a large body of Janifiaries and Spahis to 
trebi sonde, together with all kind of ammunition for the fecurity of 
the ftrong places in Georgia. The bashas of natolia and Egypt were 
ordered to fend their quotas of men to the fuccour of bagdat. At the 
fame time, achmed basha put himfelf in a condition of holding out & 
long fiege. 

In the beginning of march this year, topal osman, late vizir, and 1733* 
now basha of trebisonde, was appointed generaliffimo of the ottoman 
army, which confided of near #0,000 men. Tho 9 the caprice of the 
turks had rendered it neceflary to deprive him of his office of vizir, his 
great valour and integrity, joined to a large experience, gaf e him the 
higheft place in the efteem of his mailer the grand fignior : and the great 
fhare he had in recommending the late pacific treaty with the Per- 
sians, created in him a quicker refentment of their violation of that 
treaty. 

• The grand fignior acquainted the European courts of the caufe of 
his military preparations, in con&quence of the ufurpation of t^hmas 
Kouli khan, under pretence of electing the infant-king abas. The 
Persian general affe&ed great unconcern at the menaces and preparations 
of the turks ; for tho' he knew they could fend large armies into the 
field, yet he fcrupled not to declare, that the fortune of war did not fo 

K 2 much 
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733. much depend on numbers, as on the valour and experience of foldiers* 
He thought it his intereft however to cultivate a good underftanding with 
the Russians, and fent an embaflador to acquaint them of the acceffion 
of abas the III. to the throne of the Persian empire. The court of 
ST. Petersburg received this embaflador with all the honour due to mi- 
nifters of his rank ; and tho 9 the depofing of shah t^hmas was in itfelf 
a circumftance ungrateful to them, yet the natural intereft of Russia 
could not but render it agreeable, to find that the turks were threatened 
to be humbled by the victorious troops of TjCHMas kouli khan. 

In the mean time, the Persian general having collefted all his forces 
from the eaftern provinces, and engaged alfo a body of Arabians, the 
plains of hamadan were appointed for a general rendezvous. The army 
confifted of near 80,000 fighting men j and as the fortune of kouli 
khan, and the bravery of his men promifed fome remarkable fuccefs, 
the provinces fent in their refpeftive quotas of troops with great alacrity. 
Of the grandees of the* court of Isfahan, fome through hope of pro- 
motion, and others through fear of the refentment of kouli khan, were 
induced to accompany him in this war ; which anfwered a double pur- 
pole to him, as it prevented their caballing in his abfence, and by means 
of their influence, in their refpe&ive provinces, put him in a better capa- 
city of carrying on the war with vigour. 

' TjEHmas kouli khan at the head of this formidable army, began 
his march from Isfahan in the month of February, directing his courfe 
towards hamadan. As foon as he arrived on the plains near that city, 
he made a general review of his forces, and encouraged his men by allur- 
ing them, that he did not doubt before it was long, he (hould fix his 
ftandards on the ramparts of Constantinople. 

* 

The firft operation of the campaign was the fiege of kermansha V 
Shah t^hmas had certainly erred in his politics, in yielding up this 
place to the turks, as its vicinity to Persia muft neceflarily have occa- 
£ooed great jealoufies between the fubje&s, as well as the governments of 

both 



* This is a great city, which db Lista'i nap 
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both countries. A great part of the inhabitants were Persians $ fo that l 73Z> 
TiEMAs kouli khan was hardly arrived there with his whole army* when 
the inhabitants opened their gates to him. The unfortunate governor was 
put to death, in return for the violence on seffie kouli khan at Con- 
stantinople ; this execution was performed in the fight of the whole 
army. Several other turks had the fame fate d . After appointing abdal 
baki khan as governor, and leaving a garrifon df his own people in this 
city, tjbhmas kouli KhAN began his march towards bagdat. This 
was the favourite objcft he had in view: he knew that achmed, bash a 
of that city and its dependencies, had made the neceflary preparations for 
its defence -, but he flattered himfelf, that by taking the field fo muck 
earlier than the turks could colled an army to oppofe him, he fhould 
bring the basha to a fubmiffion. 

The turks had the precaution to fend detachments of their forces to 
guard the defiles on the Persian fide, which cover the plains towards the 
frontiers of bagdat. Thefe however were eafily forced ; the turks 
having neither (kill, courage, nor numbers to ftop the progrefs of the 
Persian army. Traverfing the great foreft between the cities mendeli 
and nezereth, he paffed the river synnee, on the banks of which the 
turks had in vain ere&ed feveral batteries. Then coming into the plains 
of bagdat, he crofled the river kentoul, which is a branch of the 
Tigris, and after a march of twenty days, he arrived the 10th of April 

under the walls of bagdat. 

» 

4 I cannot help remarking, how fond fome writers of htforical account* of Persia are of fhed- 
cfing blood : if any number of perfons are put to death, they make whole cities matiacred. Again, if 
an army confifts of 50,000 men, they mention them as i#o,*oo ; but this laft error fecms to artfo 
from the numerous foDowers of the camp. - 
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CHAP, X, 

Defcrtptim of bagdat. This city is bejieged. The wndu& of kouli 
khah. The vigilance of achmed basha. Stratagem of topal os- 
man. The Persian army defeated with great fiaughter. Letter of 
achmed basha to the grand fignior. Great rejoicings at the otto- 
man court for the victory over the Persians. Topal qgman fends 

. bis army into quarters. 

1733. T")EFORE we enter upon any circumftance relating to die fiegc of 
mJ bagdat, it may afford fome light to the fubjeft, to give a fhort 
account 0/ this famous city, in the neighbourhood of which formerly flood 
the metropolis e of one of the moil antient and moft potent monarchies 
in the world. The place is generally called bagdat or bagdad, tho* 
fome writers preferve the antient name of babylon. The rcafon of 
thus confounding thefe two cities is, that the Tigris and Euphrates 
forming one common ftrearn before they difembogue into the Persian 
gujph, are not unfrequently mentioned as one and the fame river. It is 
certain that the prefent bagdat is fituated on the Tigris f , but the an- 
tient babylon, according to all hiftarians facred and prophane, was on 
the Euphrates. The ruins of the latter, which geographical writers 
place about fifteen leagues to the fouth of bagdat, are now fo much 
effaced, that there are hardly any veftiges of them to point out the 
fituation. In the time of the emperor theodosius there was only a 
great park remaining, in which the kings of Persia bred wild beafts 

for the amufement of hunting. 

Bagdat, 

c Babylon, the feat of the kings of Assyria. f The waters of this river, which is 

called didoblib by the tvrrs and Persians, are reckoned extremely wholefbme, and not left 
agreeable to the tafte. This river iflues with a great noife from a cavern to the north of the city 
diarbekir, aear which there is a very good ftone bridge over it. Before it reaches this place it 
takes in feveral other rivers, and running to the eaftward is augmented by the hbini, pbrdcil, 
bichbri, and others which come from the eaft. After paffing bagdat it receives a great increafe 
from the diala, and meets the buphratbs not far from dcenasir. Near vasit it divides 
into many branches, aud forms feveral iflands, called the iflands of the Arabian river. At corn a 
it again joins the Euphrates, and difembogues itfelf into the Persian gulph below bassora, 
its whole coorfe being computed 400 leagues. 
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Bagdat, formerly the feat of the abbassinban caliphs, is the 1733; 
capital of iraoarabi. This country is reckoned 120 leagues long 
and 80 broad, though great part of it is very poorly inhabited. It in- 
cludes feveral diiiri&s, and is one of the mofl important governments in 
the ottohan empire. The city is fituated on the eaft fide of the Ti- 
gris, on the; banks of which it extends about two miles. It was built 
on the ruins of the antient seleucia, near the year 760. The govern* 
ment of the calipbs being extind, the city was united to the kingdom 
of Persia about the year 1250, but was taken by amurath the ivth 
in 1638, and has remained under the dominion of the ottoman em- 
pire, notwithflanding the repeated efforts of the Persian monarchs to 
recover it. 

The fortification is compofed of lofty thick walls of brick, covered 
with earth, ftrengthened by great towers in form of baftions placed at 
certain distances, and protected by a deep ditch, which can be filled at 
any time by the waters of the' Tigris. The citadel is on the north tide, 
and commands the river. The whole fortification is furnifhed with near 
200 pieces of cannon *. The garrifon generally confifts of a body of 
ten thousand men, and in time of war more than twice that number, 
befides the ordinary militia, which is 1 2,000 men. From hence it is 
eafy to conceive, that under an experienced commander this place could 
hardly be taken by an eaftera'army, any other wife than by famine. Its 
happy fituation on the Tigris is an advantage which enables it, upon 
the apprehension of an enemy, to lay in a large fupply of provifions. 

The fuburbs being very extenfive, and raifed on both fides of the Ti- 
gris, there is a communication by a bridge of boats, the only one which 
that river will admit of, as it is broad and deep, and in its ordinary courfe 
very rapid. At certain feafons it fwellsto a prodigious height, and over- 
flowing the country, occauons many morafies on the fide oppofite to the 
city.' Among thefe are feveral towns and villages, whofe inhabitants are 
faid to be the antient caldeans. Thefe people are of a particular reli- 
gion* 

t Thefe were formerly only fix pounders, but of Ute fome of them liave been exchanged for 
heavier. 
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1733* gi° n > which they pretend is that of seth : there are atfo a great number 
of arabs in this neighbourhood/ who render travelling dangerous. The 
advantage of the Tigris is fo confiderable with regard to commerce, that 
altho' the climate is exCeflive hot, and in other refpe&s far from being 
~ agreeable, yet there are a great number of inhabitants in this city. The 
grcateft part of thefe are Persians, Armenians, and jews. The two 
lad occupy near half the city, and drive a confiderable trade with bas- 
sora h , and the inland parts. The jews are the more engaged to live 
here, from a reverence to the fepulchre of the prophet ezekiel, which 
it is pretended is a day's journey from the city. 

Tjbhmas kouli khan having found means to corrupt fome of the in- 
habitants of this important city, made his advances with great confidence. 
However, he was in want of artillery, and of courfe in no capacity to 
make regular approaches, had he poflefled the fkill of an European ge- 
neral. His great bufinefs was to invert the city, and force the inhabitants 
to a fubmiffion by famine, or fubdue them by firatagem. Myrz a khan, 
an; officer of great valour and experience, who had been an early follower 
of the fortunes of kouli khan, was fent with 10,000 men a league up 
the Tigris, and palled the river near the fuburbs of kouch kalessi \ 
This detachment executed their bufinefs without any confiderable lofs : 
after pillaging the town, they fixed their camp in that neighbourhood k . 
Here they found a piece of cannon of a very great fize, which the bash A, 
nothwithfianding his great circumlpe&ion, had neglected to bring away, 
or render ufelefs. But this was the only battering cannon in the Persian 
army, and was by no means fufficient to make a breach, tho' it was ufed 

with fome fuccefs, and helped to intimidate the inhabitants. 

Bagdat, 

* They have cover 'd veflels called teknbs, in which they bring the produce of india and other 
countries up the Tigris. There are alfo others call'd daneks and gurabs. 

1 Signifies in arabic the bird tower. k It is reported that the waters of the ticris foon 

after fwell'd to a great degree, and cut off all communication from the main body «f the pbrsia* 
arfny : that the turks took the opportunity to attack this officer, who maintained his ground very 
gallantly ; but being over-power'd by numbers was obliged to retreat after a confiderable lofs. And 
that this circumftance, in a great meafure, contributed to the defeat of the pirsi am general fome 
time after. But what turks thefe were who defeated him is not (aid, unlefs it was after the battle of 
rirkoud ; and as topal osma n, as well as achmid basha, are £lcnt on this head, I muft 
leave myrza khan to be difpoftd of as the reader pleafes. 
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Bagdat was now clofely blocked up on both fides the Tigris, by an 1733/ 
army of 80,000 men, fo that neither troops, ammunition, nor provifions 
could be thrown into the town. The Turkish garrifon within the walls 
_confifted of about 20,000 men, befides the militia. They laboured how* 
ever under the great inconveniency of having a number of Persian inha-' 
bitants, fome of whom might be fuppofed in the intereft of the PERsrAM 
general , fo that achmed had his attention divided both within and with- 
out the walls. But in order to prevent any evil confequence from hence, 
tho' the majority were much more difpofed to live under the Turkish* 
government than the Persian ; he caiifed fome of the principal among 
them to take up their lodging in the citadel, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their countrymen. Tjehmas kouli khan having thus 
cantoned his army, and blockaded the city, expected to oblige achmed* 
basha to a furrender by famine : nor could he well have failed, if his 
vanity had not got the better of his prudence.. 

Topal osman basha, though an able and experienced officer, and 
zealous in the laft degree for the glory of his mailer, and the welfare of 
his country; would hardly. have been able to relieve bagdat, and pre- 
vent its being difmembered from the ottoman empire, had the Per- 
sian general been lefs confident of his fuccefs. When this basha was 
appointed seraskier * of the ottoman army, his credit at the port was 
very great ; yet the fuccours and reinforcements of money, troops, and 
ammunition, which were promifed him, were fent only in fmall propor- 
tions, and in a very irregular manner, fo that he was unavoidably obliged 
to remain feveral months in a Hate of ina&ion. 

* During this interval, t^hmas kouli khan, already anticipating his 
triumphs in imagination, wrote to the basha of Mosul, fummoning him 
to furrender, adding words to this effed m : " I am informed that a certain 
c < Turkish general, whofe flow advances give me no great idea of his 

« courage, 

1 General in chie n Meffages of defiance nave been long difufed among European 

generals^ nor would I have inferted thcfe,but to give fome idea of the charaftcr of tjehmas kouli 

KUAN. 
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*733* u courage, has been a long time in march, intending to oppofe my con* 
" queft. Let him know, that I defire he will make more (peed * and, 
* " in order to fhorten his way, I will meet him with part of my forces, 
" Avhich are fofficient to make him repent of his rafhnefs. I will not 
u only take his little army, but himfelf alfo as a child in his BtecmK * " 
Topal osman being informed of this meflkge, replied : " The grand 
" fignior my mailer has armies as numerous as the fands of the feas, and 
" many chiefs to condud his forces * but he has chofen my feeble arm, 
*' with only a fmali army, to confound thy pride. It is true, I am lame ; 
" old, and fickly, but I hope by the afliftance of the Almighty, that 
" thou wilt meet the fate of nimrod *. u 

In order to facilitate the jun<ftior> of his troops, as wdl as to advance 
~ nearer bagdat, topal osman decamped from diarbekir, and marched 
along the banks of the Tigris ; he palled this river at mosul, and con- 
tinued his march towards cherchesene. This province is fubje<a to the 
ottoman empire, and had been laid wafte by the Persians. He then 
directed his courfe to kerkoud% a city forty leagues diftaat from motoi* 
where the basha of the province reiides. He had feveral confideraUe 
branches of the Tigris to pais, befides the rivers hazir, jarb, and al~ 
tun } over fome of thefe he was obliged to transport his troops on floats* 
which retarded his march ; whilft this army was forming, by the feveral 
detachments and fmall parties which joined him from different parts. la 
this fituation, if kouli khan had put himfelf at the head of a body of 
his beft troops, and at the fame time left a Sufficient number, which he 
could have done, to flop the communications to bagdat, in all pro- 
bability he might have rendered the utmoft efforts of the seraskier in- 
effectual. But his vanity betrayed him : elate with his fucceffc, which 

hitherto. 

■ This word figniies oadle and litter ; toval cmmam on account of hit infirmities being obliged 
to life the Utter. * Topal in the Turkish langujge figoifies lame, and was an *ppellatipn 

given to osman, according to the cuftom in turkey, in conference of a wound he received* 
which realjy lamed him, the circumftances of which I (hall relate hereafter. P The turks 

.have a fabulous tradition, that the pride of KiMAan, who «jualled himfelf with coa, was cbaftjfcd 
^ by a lingular providence,, in a Ay creeping up his nofe to his brain, with which he died in exceffive 
pain; and the basha here cxprefles himfelf with humility, by way of contrail to the infolence of 
*oulikhtan. * This place is alio called chiraiouk, and is generally efteemed the capi- 

tal Of KOUROUTAW. ' y 
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had met with no interruption, he atiedcd to treat the turks 1733. 
as enemies not in the leaft formidable. 

* 

While the Turkish army was forming, Kouli khan created two 
forts about two leagues from bagdat, one on each fide of the tygris, 
which communicated by a bridge of boats. He then caufed a great num* 
ber of houfes to be built upon the banks of the river ; in fome of thefe 
the principal officers r elided, and lodged their wives and houihold : 
other? were occupied by part of the foldiery, or ufed by Cutlers and ar*. 
tificers, with (hops well fupplied. The fame abundance feemed to reign 
here, as in the richeft city in the heart of Persia. 

It is probable, that kouli khan was a&uated by motives of policy, 
in building thefe houfes ; for on the one hand, this was likely to excke 
his troops to the greater bravery, in order to fave their ef&ds from being 
plundered, and their wives and children from captivity ; and, on the 
other, the Turkish garrifon might be driven to defpak, by feeing the 
enemy build a city under their walls. However, it is certain, by fueh 
methods, and by his threatening fummons, the inhabitants were intimi- 
dated to a very great degree. He let them know continually, that they 
fhould have quarter and good ufage, if they fur rendered 5 adding, that 
topal osman was absolutely unable to relieve them } and, if they obli- 
ged him to give an affault, he would make a general maflacre, or fell 
into flavcry all who fliould efcape the fword. The extreme neceflhy the 
town laboured under occasioned foch murmorings, that it required all 
the addreis of achmed basha to prevent an mfurre&ion. He was there- 
fore obliged to punifh fome, and to fboth others ; feigning falfe exprefles 
froin topal osman, that he was in full march, and juft. on the point of 
relieving them. 

The inhabitants were likewife intimidated by the ftratagems of kouli 
khan, who often fent from his camp in the night detached parties of 
feveral thoufands, both horie and foot, with orders to make a long round, 
and enter the camp another way, with colours flying, as if they were 
freih reinforcements. To infiilt the mifery of the inhabitants, as if he 

L 2 knew 



8 4 THE, HISTORY OF Part III. 

1733. knew their diftrefc, he font achmed basha a prefent of fome carts load 
of water melons, defiring him to divert his hunger. Achmed returned 
his compliments, and fent a handfome prefent of the beft bread j obferv- 
ing, that with fuch he made a fhift to gratify his own hunger, and that 
of the citizens. Indeed the basha played his part fo well, that kouli 
khan was really Ignorant to what an extremity the city was reduced. 
The vigilance and abilities of the governor, had hitherto defeated the 
arts of the Persian general ; but matters were at laft brought to fuch an 
extremity, after being blocked up three months, that no kind of necef- 
faries could have been procured for four days longer ; fo that the town 
muft have inevitably fallen into the hands of a cruel and enraged enemy. 

Topal osman, having now increafed his army to near 80,000, in his 
march to kerkoud had taken two Persian prifoners. He ordered 
them to be brought before him, treated them civilly, and enquired if they 
were well acquainted with the by-roads and private ways to bagdat\ 
Upon their anfwering in the affirmative, he told them, that as upon that 
account they were much fitter for his purpofe than any of his own people, 
who would certainly be taken ; if they would undertake fo bold an adion, 
and deliver a letter into the hands of achmed basha, the governor of 
bagdat, he would give each of them a thoufand fcquins before they fet 
out $ and that they might expert greater rewards if they proved faithful, 
as the letter was of the greateft confequence. However he demanded 
of them to fwear fidelity to him, to which they confented. The letter 
was to this effe& : cc As I have not yet been joined by all the troops I 
c< expeft, I am obliged to march very flowly, in order to give die reft 
time to come up, before I am too near to tjehmas kouli khan, 
againft whom I am not yet able to make head ; therefore I defire you 
will have ftill fome farther patience : keep yourfelf clofe within your 
walls, and hufband > to the beft advantage* what provifions and necef- 
faries are yet left/* 

The two Persians were no hohefter than he expefted : they receiyed 
their fequins, and haftened to the camp of kouli khan, in hopes of a 
further reward from their own general The letter produced all the effefis 

the 
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the seraskier could, defire. The expectations o£ t/bhmas kouli 
khan fwelled to the higheft degree ; and in the triumph of his imagi- 
nation he looked upon the seraskier as already vanquifhed. 

By the firft motions of topal osman's army towards kerkoud, it 
feemed as if he had intended to go diredly to bagdat ; but as he muft 
have been obliged to pafs thro* a barren defert, where the troops would 
have fuffered greatly, he returned to the all an, where that river dis- 
charges itfelf into the Tigris : the army then marched by the moun- 
tain of geobar along the Tigris, till they came to duljeiluck r , 
about twelve leagues from bagdat. 

T;ehmas kouli khan having advice of the march of the Turks, 
detached thirty thoufand men, moftly cavalry, hoping that the enemy, by 
the favour of the night, as they were pitching their tents, or decamping, 
might be furprized. The general of the detachment having taken two 
♦Turkish prifoners, who- reported that topal osman had an army of 
above 100,000 men j this determined him to acquaint kouli khan of 
his information ; and that not being willing to venture againft a force faid 

» 

to be fo powerful, he waited his orders. Kouli khan, upon this, im- 
mediately marched at the head of his forces > which were near 70,000* 
leaving a confiderable body of his men ' before bagdat. 

Tl^e Turkish army decamped the evening of the 18th of July, and 
marched towards kerkoud, near which the seraskier propofed to en- 
camp. About fun-rifing, the advanced guard of the Turkish army, 
commanded by boulad achmed, basha of adene, met a detachment 
of the Persians, and a fkirmifli enfued. Had the seraskier been dif- 
pofed to adt on the defend ve, the antient bed of the Tigris was before 
him, which formed a deep foffee ; but he chofe to favour the fpirit of 
his troops : and tho* it was attended with fome difficulty, he. pafled this 
ditch with his army and artillery. Having reached the plain, he ranged 
his forces in battalia, in the form of a crefcent, dividing them into five 

different 

9 Called alfb DucKuRtr. • This body is faid to have been 10,000, and we accordingly 

>£nd they were put to flight immediately when the tu hks (allied out. 
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different bodies. He himfolf camaanded the troops of Romania* in 
the centttji ab*>allah aGa w» at the head of the tight wing with the 
Janiflaries ; the cqurds, aod other ctttfaag troops* coder ikrahim, late 
ijasha of conje, forming the left wing. Mahommed basha com- 
minded in the rear. 

Txhmas kouli khan had hardly time to toake a difpofition of his 
forces $ and his ground was full of hillocks of land : however, he divided 
his men into ben different columns. As he had intended to make the 
attack, he was a little difconcerted in feeing the basha of ADENfi, with 
the Turkish cavalry that compofed their van-guard, advance upon him 
with great fury ; yet his prefence of mind was not wanting : he animated 
his then, and expofed himfelf fo greatly to danger in the heat of the 
a&ion, that he had two horfes killed under him. 

At length the Turkish cavalry gave way, and were pu(hed as far ad 
their infantry $ but thefe made fo good a countenance, that the fury of 
the fersiaks was flopped. The Persians thus appearing fuperior, fome 
t>f the torkish officers counfelied the seraskier to make a retreat to 
his ca*np 5 to which he declared, that he would rather periih than d* 
any thing that had the appearance of flight. He then ordered the troops 
of Romania in the center, and the Janiflaries in the right wing, to be 
led up again ft the center of the Persian army, confiding of 15,000 foot, 
which Jbon gave way. 

The kourd9, and 6ther different people, who tompofed the left 
wing of the turrish army, and whofe chief attention was to wait 
an opportunity of pillage, were now induced to fall on the fight 
wing of the Persians ; thefe maintained their ground very gallantly 
for fome time. Nadir had taken the precaution not only to break 
np the ways towards Mosul *, but alio to fend a detachment of 3000 

ARABS, 

1 Thefe European tuucs are eftemed the braveft. * Near this place is a very remark- 

able rain, m which is an arch, that appears to have been the frontifpiece of a great temple, which 
the inhabitants, who deal in the marvellous, imagine to be part of niniveh, and that it was built 
t>y minus the fon of balo*, or be l us ; they (hew in the neighbourhood the place where the pro- 
phet Jonas inhabited, in honour of whom they have built a little chapel, which they vifir wj& 

devotion: 
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Arabs", fupparted by as many Persians, to guard the paffcs on that 1733- 
fide, againft the bash a of that place, in cafe he {hould attempt to affift 
topal osman : but the bas»a advanced, and having found means to 
corrupt the arabs, thefe not only abandoned the pafs, but joining the 
turks, obliged the Persians to retire; and then advancing with him, 
fell upon the main body of the Persians in flank, whilft the whole 
Turkish army were already engaged. The Persians could apt fup- 
port the fhock : t^hmas kouli khan did all that was poflible to rally 
them, but in vain. The ftandard-bearer * either through fear, or being 
clofely preffled* rode off the field * and a total rout enfued* 

* 

The fcene of this adion being a fandy plain, and the duration of it 
not lefs than eight hours,, the Persians were fo much fatigued, that 
their flight was rendered the more difficult. Clouds of duft, with thd 
fcorching heat of the weather, without a poffibility of getting water* 
added to their diftrefs, and expofed them the more to be Haughtered bf 
their purfuers. Their lofs upon this occafion, was npt U($ than 30,000 
men, cavalry and infantry ; with 4U their bagg^gft, thfir camels and s 
harquebufies. The latter did very little execijtiop, in compari£?a (a thr 
Turkish artillery. 

The number of prifon^rs taken by the tvrks amounted to about 
3000 : their vidory however coft them dear, for they loft near as many 
men as the Persians. Topal osman afcribed the glory of this day to 
the bravery of abdaixaw, the kiaya, and die Janii&ries, whpm he 
led on to adion* Abdallah being quite fpent with fatigue, feinted ia 
the field * r the good topal osman fupported him in his arms, and when 
he recovered, aflured him that the grand fignior ihould be informed of 
his merit, and how much the vi&ory, under Cod, had been owing to 
him, and to the bravery of the fojdiere he commanded. The smslasxiek 
thea difpatched mef&ngers to diarbekir^ Bagdad and Other govern- 

menj&. 



dctotion: their tw&hm «RC*ning the propfctt 4ifes n<* pucfe fcp ihtf pf &* fcfrtmt. 
* Thjp circumihuKc is not mentioned by thofe who #re of the Turkish inteptft, but k J&ot> I 
believe, without foundation ; becaufe, we do not find that *api& otjt afterward* ehofe their 
alliance, * See Vol L page 248.. 
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*733- ments > M wc ^ as t0 Constantinople, with an account of the fucocfa 
of the ottoman arms* 

In the mean while, achmed bashA, v/ith his garrhon at bagdat, 
fallied out, and attacked the Persians, whom kouli khan had left in 
their entrenchments : they made a gallant defence, but were at length 
obliged to yield to numbers. Here the befieged found a fupply of corn 
and other provifions, which was in the higheft degree welcome to them 
after fo much diftrefs. 

Achmed no fooner received the joyful news of topal osman's fignal 
vittory, than he alfo difpatched a meffenger to Constantinople, to 
inform his mailer the grand fignior of the ftate of affairs in that great 
city. As this letter appears to be genuine, and gives an idea not only 
of the circumilances in which the turks were, but like wife of the 
oriental manner of writing, it may perhaps be acceptable. 

<c May God be ever praifed and blefled ; for, by his grace, the com- 
u mander of the fultan's armies, the ever invincible topal osman 
€C bash a, on whom may the moft high ever fhed his bounties; and 
<c may he find mercy before the throne of God, at the founding of the 
trumpet. He has delivered us from the afflictions we have fuffered, 
fince we were befieged by the Persian armies. The diftrefs of the 
garrifon and inhabitants of this city was incredible ; and is beyond de- 
fcription. We were furrounded ; we were blocked up ; we were en- 
compared for the fpace of a whole league. During three long months, 
tjehmas kouli khan, with a body of his troops, pitched his tents 
" at iman azem, on the fide of the Tigris towards Persia, about half 
" a league from the city, where he fortified himfelf with ftrong line6 and 
" redoubts ; and ufed all means to frighten us to a furrender. 

" Sometimes he detached part of his troops, without our being able 
Ci to perceive it ; and ordered them to enter another quarter of his camp, 
" with drums beating, and colours flying, and with the found of trum- 
l € pets, as if they were frefh forces coming from all quarters to his af- 

4 " fiftance. 
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* fiftance. He built forts on each fide the Tigris, well mounted with 1733. 
" artillery; fo that all communication was cut off. He was continually 
cc fummoning us to furrender $ offering good terms if we would capitu- 
" late, and threatening us with the fword and captivity if we delayed - 9 
u endeavouring to excite the people to mutiny. Your (lave took every 
" method to keep up their fpirits $ I held aflemblies of the people of 
<c war $ I told them from time to time that I had advice from the invin- 
<c cible topal osman basha, on whom may the bleflings of God de- 
" fcend, that he was at fuch a place, and would foon come and pour 
41 upon the enemy the irrefiftible force of the ottoman arms, ever 
" victorious, and we fhould foon be delivered. 

." On the firft day of the moon seper ■, the vizir topal osman 
" basha fent me an exprefs from kerkoud, by which I received his 
" high commands, letting me know that he was arrived at that place. 
" I immediately read his letter publicly, that all the people and inhabi- 
€C tants might be acquainted with the news j they would hardly believe 
" the letter to be genuine; I was obliged to (hew it to every one, that 
" they might with their own eyes view the feal and hand- writing of the 
" great commander, and prevent their defpair. 

" On the fourth of * seper in the morning, t^ehmas kouli khan ranged 
c< his army in battle array, and marched towards vugium, leaving a Urge 
" body of his troops behind him to block us up. As foon as our garri- 
" fon and the inhabitants of the city were informed of this, their anxiety 
" was renewed. Sometimes they were clamorous to have the gates 
" opened, that they might fally forth : fometimes they were determined 
" to wait for further news : every one, men and women, young and 
" old, continued without intermiffion, their hands clafped, and their eyes 
" turned to heaven, befeeching God and his prophet to grant fuccefs to 
c< our arms. 

" On the ninth k of sefer, juft at break of day, as we were lying in 
cc the duft, offering our prayers to God, we perceived on the fide of the 

" defart, 

* The 13th of July. • The i6thof july. » Thi 21ft of july. 

Vol. IV. . M 
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z 733« " dcfiut, anc * towar ^ s ( h e gate k aran i capsi, an officer with twenty- 
" five horfe-men, with their fabre6 in their hands. They cried with a 
" loud voice, and faid, open to us the gates, for we bring good tidings 
<c to achmed bash a. At firft your flave believing them to be fpies, 
" doubted to give them entrance. But as the aga who commanded them 
was known to feveral people from the walls, I caufed the gate to be 
opened. As foon as he was entered, they began to call aloud, O in* 
habitants of B agdat forget your forrows and rejoice, for the great and 
mighty commander topal osmam basha, has entirely vanquished the 
army of the Persians ; he has cut in pieces 60,000 of the enemy c : 
t^hmas kouli khan is fled undiftinguifhed among thofe whom our 
" fabres could not reach. 

" The officer then delivered to me the letter which the invincible vizir 
€ < had wrote, imparting to me the news of his vidory. No fooner was 
this fpread abroad, than the whole city feemed as people rifen from 
the dead : they faid with one common voice, let us fall upon the re- 
u mains of the Persians before they haye time to fly. The garrifon 
<c aflfembled with the principal inhabitants of the city, and your (lave at 
" their head, fell upon the Persians j we poured in upon them like 
" the mighty torrents, like the thunder of the waters of the Almighty ; 
<c they refitted for fome time, but at length gave way to our vi&orious 
(c arms, and fell under the edge of our fabres. All their artillery, am* 
<c munition and provisions, which were in great abundance, by the fa- 
" vour of the prophet came into our poffeflion. 

" A great number of people who had no horfes, and others who were 
*' too old to bear arms, bowing their heads, and crofting their arms, 
" and covering themfelves with the drefs of the grave, having in a moft 
€< fupplicant manner cried for mercy 5 my bowels wete moved with com- 
c< paffion towards them, I pitied their condition, and ordered that quar- 
" ter fhould be given them, with liberty to retire. As for thofe who 
" fled over the plains, it was no longer a fight, it was a hunting in the 

" foreft, 

c We may allow people to magnify their fuccefs extremely on fuch an eccafion as this ; and this 
happens to be doable the number which the p£rsja»* really loft. 
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* c foreflt, a dhaee of the beafts of the defart. Our victorious troops cutting 1733 
,c down every thing before them, purfued the enemy with the fword. 

The next day we returned thanks to God and his prophet : we 
planted on the walls the ftandards of the vanquifhed enemy, with all 
" the other trophies of our vidlory. After the public rejoicings and 
thankfgivings were over, we buried in their tombs fuch of our people 
as had the glory to receive the crown of martyrdom. We then cut 
off the heads of all the enemy who were (lain ; we piled them in 
" heaps on the field of battle j and threw the bodies into the Tigris. 
cc The day after, the great and mighty conqueror, topal osman basha, 
" arrived with his victorious army at imam azem, the fuburbs of bag- 
" dat, whither the people of all ranks, young and old, ran to lick the 
" duft of his feet 

* The day following, I, your flave, accompanied by the bashas and 
" great officers here, with my whole retinue, and all the principal in- 
" habitants of bagdat, went with the great seraskier, and returned 
" thanks in the inofque of imam azem, for the victories obtained, and 
" for the end of our great affiiftions, I fend you this account, under the 
" providence of God, by chassoucar aga, whom may the Almighty 
" fafely condu<a/' 

Topal osman remained with the Turkish army two days on the field 
of battle burying the dead : this vi&ory qoft very dear, not only by the 
death of fo many common foldiers, but alfo by the lofs of many perfons 
of great diftindtion# The wounded, who were in great numbers, he 
fent to mosul. Among thefe he found the father-m-law and nephew 
of kouli khan, whom he treated with great generality ; and after their 
wounds were dreffed, he fent them to the Persian general, with fome 
propositions concerning a peace g . To the latter no reply was made 5 but 
he acknowledged his obligations to the seraskier for the humane treat- 
ment of his relations, and that he hoped 'ere long to return the obliga- 
tion after the fame manner. 

M 2 The 

* Others mention their having been fent to cohstahtuvofli ; bat I beficvo topal osma* 
fought to appeafe rather than to enrage jcovli khan. 
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, 733 ; ^ e TURKISH general no fooner received a report of the ctrcumftances 
of his own army after the battle, than he fent one of his favourite * officers 
to Constantinople with the news of his vi&ory, which was received 
with all poffible demonftrations of joy, and magnified beyond the truth. 
The fpirh of the court however was a little damp'd, when a fecond mefien- 
ger from the general arrived eight days afterwards, to acquaint the grand 
fignior, that the army was in great diftrefs for want of provifions, the coun- 
try round bagdat having been ruined by the Persians ; and moreover, 
that tho' he had been victorious, yet his loffes were fo great, that he re- 
quefted an immediate and large fupply of recruits 5 that as for himfelf, his 
age and infirmities were fuch, that he begged his highnefs would give the 
command of the army to one more able to ferve him, as the duty required 
all the ftrength of youth, as well as the experience of old age 5 for he 
forefaw that kouli khan would foon return with a numerous army, 
when he fhould not be in fo good a condition to receive him as before. 

This news was however fuppofed to be in a great meafure owing to 
the modefty of the bash a ; fo that inftead of making fuch provifion as 
had been reprefented as necefiary, they loaded him with new honour* 
which he did not defire. His fon-in-law was made beglerbeg of 
Romania, and his fon a bash a of three tails : he had alio leave to difpofe 
of all military employments, and to diftribute rewards according to the 
merit of his officers $ and if he fhould think it mod for the honour and 
fafety of the empire, he might alfo negotiate a peace. To thefe great 
honours and fignal hiftances of the confidence repofed in him, were added 
the higheft commendations of his valour and conduit 

In the mean time, the court would not be perfuaded, that after fb 
fignal victory there could be fuch a neceffity of fuccours as the basha 
reprefented: the fight of the three thoufand Persian prifoners filled 
their mind fo much with the idea of conqueft, and a fond perfuafion of 
the diftreffed condition of the Persian army, that a fufficient care was 
not taken to anfwer the demands of the sekaskler. The great diftance 

of 

* On thefe occalions the Turkish generals give their meftengers a golden ornament, in form of 
a plume, with three points, by which means the people where he paffes are to nnderftand he it th* 
meffcnger of victory or good news. 
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of the army, and the poverty of the ftate, was a farther reafon why the 
court was fo remifs, whilft their general feemed to be the only man who 
knew how much the ftrength and valour of the enemy was to be dreaded. 
He had accordingly made fuch a difpofition of bis troops in the neigh- 
bouring country, as was neceffary to their fupport, with orders to affemble 
in the plains near bagdat the end of august, himfelf, with 30,000 
men, remaining at kerkloud. 



*733' 
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Ti£HMAS kouli khan prepares for another adtion : bis firatagem. To* 
pal osman obliged to continue in bis command* Poulak basha aban- 
dons the poji o/takajak. Topal osman colle&s bis forces^ and meets 
the Persians. Battle of leil am the zzd of October. Second battle 
of leila m. Topal osman killed, and the Turkish army routed* 
Abdallah kouproli, basha of car io, appointed generalijjimo. 



T ./EH MAS kouli khan retired with the remains of his army to 
hamadan : having been always accuftomed to viftory, he was the 
more fenfibly affedted by his defeat, efpecially as there was reafon to fear 
that his glory was nipped, at the very time when Reappearance it was ripen- 
ing to its full maturity^ However, as no reverfe of fortune could fubdiie 
bis mind, he feemed yet to triumph in the aflurance of future fuccefs $ and 
the perfect knowledge he had, how dear the enemy had purchafed their 
Victory, and that the treacherous conduct of his Arabian allies had been 
the chief caufe of the difafter which befel him ; he encouraged his fol» 
diers, applauded their conduct, and commended their valour, in the fame 
flattering terms, as if he had been himfelf the vi&or. He acknowledged 
the miftakes he had committed in terms the moft engaging ; being con.* 
vinced that paft misfortunes can be retrieved only by future conduit 
He made his own and that of the army one common caufe ; and by re- 
minding them of their valour upon fo many occafions, he allured them* 
they fhould have fuch an opportunity of revenging themfelves^ as fhould' 
7 intirely 
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1733. intirely efface the remembrance of an accident, for which they were no 
way to. blame. Thus he ingratiated himfelf "with the common foldiers, 
as well as the officers, in fuch a manner, that he kept the army in 
good fpirits, and without the kail reluctance to try their fortune in an- 
other battle. 

- As a proof of what he had advanced, he was hardly arrived at ha- 
madan, when he wrote to achmed basha, the governor of bagdat, 
that notwithftanding his misfortunes in the laft campaign, he did not in 
the leaft hold himfelf as vanquished $ that he was fenfible of the faults 
he had committed, and intended to mend them : and as he was deter- 
mined to make war like a generous enemy, therefore he acquainted 
him, that he might be prepared ; for that early next year he would take 
the field with a more numerous and powerful army than the former, and 
meet him once more at bagdat. 

How oftentatious foever fuch a meflage might feem, it not only ferved 
to keep his foldiers in fpirits, but alfo as a ftratagem to deceive the 
turks ; for tho' they might deem fuch menaces not entirely as an effeft 
of his vanity, with regard to his intentions of returning into turkey, yet 
they did not dream that his real defign was to fall on them before the winter 
came on. For this purpofe he fent to Isfahan for recruits, and command- 
ed his fecond fon nesr ali, the governor of Herat, to join him with all 
the forces under his command. Thus he foon completed an army, very 
near equal to that with which he had'made his late expedition into turkey. 

Achmed, basha of bagdat, had too much penetration to be ig- 
norant of the genius of the Persian general, and too good intelligence 
to doubt of his intentions of returning into turkey ; but whether that 
fhoold happen fooner or later, he took all poffible care to put the city 
in a ftate of defence, and to bring a fupply of provifions by means of the 
Tigris, which he could not collecft near his own diftrift, the province 
for many leagues round bagdat having been laid wafte. 

Topal osman on his part was ftill in want of ammunition and other 
aeceflaries for his army, and in no condition to ad offenfively againfl: 

4 Persia: 
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Persia: he therefore contented himfelf with fending poulak basha, 1733. 
with fix thoufand men; to take poffeffion of the pafe of takajak, 

which is the entrance into turkey on the fide of hamadan. 

.» 

Affairs were in this fituation, when advice arrived at kerkoud, that 
the fon of t^hmas kouli khan was upon his march to the affiftance 
of his father, with a large body of Afghans and abdollees. The 
se&askier difpatched a courier to the port with this intelligence, repre* 
fenting to the ministers, as he had often done before, the neceffity there 
was of fending large fupplies of men, money, and ammunition to the 
army intended to ad againit kouli khan. He earneftly requefted at 
the fame time, that in consideration of his age and infirmities, they would 
allow him to refign the command of the army in favour of achmed 
basha, who in all refpeds was fitter than himfelf to difcharge the duties 
of fuch an important truft. 

The grand fignior, in confederation of his requeft, and his great fer- 
^vices, had actually determined to comply with his defire, and appointed 
him basha of cutata% and beglerbeg of natolia. The difpo- 
fition for thefe changes was already made, when a frefh courier arrived 
at the fcraglio from topal osman, with advice that the Persians had 
forced the pafs of takajaK, and that their general was in full march at 
the head of a mighty army ; requefting that they would immediately 
order the fuccours," which he had fo often and fo warmly follicitecL 

An extraordinary divan was held upon this fubje&j the difpofition of 
thofe changes juft mentioned was fufpended, and topal osman ordered 
to continue in his command of the army. 

Poul ak basha had been fent by the ser askier with 6000 men, to poft 
himfelf at takajak, which is the pafs on the frontiers of turkey. Ac- 
cordingly he took poffeffion of it with his troops. On the 1 2th of October, 
kouli khan's Afghans advanced towards him : the basha having ne- 
glected to fortify his poft, or ftruck with a panic, retired with his men, 
and abandoned this important pafs to the enemy. The seraskeier was 
filled with fuch indignation and refentment, that he would have ordered 

his 

e This it a diitrift about three days journey from Constantinople. 
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1733. his head to be ftruck off in the field, notwithflanding he had behaved 
gallantly in the battle of kerkoud, if feveral of the moft diftinguilhed 
officers, who were in great efteem with him, had not begged his life, 

Tqpal osman now found himfelf in a very dangerous fituation ; a 
fierce and formidable enemy was advancing on him, whilft the fuccours 
he had follicited from the port, iie knew by experience, were not to be 
depended on : the bash A of syri a was his particular friend, and exerted 
himfelf in colleding all the forces pofiible ; but thefe were not fufficient. 
Syria was once a powerful kingdom, and could of itfelf fend large 
armies into the field; but fince it has been under the dominion of the 
turks, it is fo far ruined, that the basha could hardly collect 12000 
infantry, with a fmall body of horfe $ neither of which had any reputation 
as foldiers. The seraskier had alfo collected feveral bodies of forces 
from mosul f i tho' the inhabitants had been fo terrified at the approach 
of a Persian army, that numbers were diipofed to flight, till they found 
themfelves furrounded by roving arabs, and other enemies $ they re- 
folved therefore to aflift in the common caufe of their country, and en- 
deavour to withftand the torrent of the Persian arms. In the mean 
while, the garrifon of diarbekir was alfo fent to join topal osman, 
and fome tribes of the Arabians, who had been of fuch fervice in the 
affair of kerkoud. 

The seraskier, in order to facilitate the jun&ion of his forces, march* 
ed to the plains of aronia, near the city mendeli, where he muftered 
near 100,000 men; happy for the turks if they had been ail equal 
in difcipline and valour to the Persian troops. Here the prudent 
topal osman entrenched his army in an advantageous fituation, 
to prevent a furprize, and enable him to adt as circumftances might 
require. 

Ti£HMAs kouli khan being informed of the fituation of the turks, 
marched dire&ly towards them, and arrived within fight of their army 

the 

f This is a great city fixty leagues above bacdat, and forty below diarbekir, on the weftera 
banks of the ticris, it is near the antient nineyeh, which at prefent is but a heap of undiftinguifhed 
ruins. 
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the 21ft of October. In the mean while, he ordered a detachment to 1733. 
make a circuit by the foreft of nezereth, and by paffing the Tigris 
Intercept a rich caravan going for smyrna and aleppo, and then to join 
him near the plains of aronia, which they performed g . 

On the 2 2d of October, topal osman bash a acquainted his officers, 
that he propofed to keep in his trenches on the defenfive ; but at the 
fame time let his troops know, that fuch as were difpofed* might fkir- 
mifli with the enemy. 

The Janiffaries of cairo, and ■fome troops of Romania, who had not 
been in the battle of kerkoud, thought their honour concerned to per- 
form fome fignal adtion ; and being joined by fome other of the troops, 
and by the arabs, whom the seraskier had taken into his pay, they 
fallied from the entrenchments, and attacked the Persians. The foil 
was dry and dufty to a great degree ; the wind favoured the turks, and 
they took the proper advantage of it. They came to an engagement, or 
rather a fkirmifh,. which lafted about four hours. The seraskier per- 
ceiving his men had the fuperiority, gave orders for others to join them $ 
this determined the fortune of the day ; fo that the Persians retreated to- 
wards leilam, about five leagues from kerkoud, leaving upon the fpot 
near 4000 h men* 

We are left a little in the dark, with regard to that engagement which 
went by the name of the battle of leilam; tho* this place, reported to 
be within five leagues of kerkoud, muft confequcntly have been twenty 
or thirty leagues from the plains of aAonia *. The Persian general now 
prepared for a decifive ftroke : he had fought the fir ft battle in his own 

name 

< This was not the -caravan which had been locked up in bagdat during the iiege, as fome ac- 
counts pretend. h Some make the lofs here much greater. It was reprefented at con* 
sTANTiNOPLiasa fecond victory, tho' the court was too prudent to rejoice. It feems to me to be 
little more than a fkirmiQi previous to the fate of the ottoman army ; however, it is certain, that 
kovli khan's army fuffered on this occafion. i We may reconcile the different accounts, 
by fuppofing it to be between both places, for the plains of aronia extend near lei lam. The 
defcription of battles properly belongs to foldiers, and few of thefe give ifs a good account of what 
pafles at our very doors, fo that we muft fuppofe a great deal with regard to thefe rempter fcenea 
more than is related. 

Vol. IV. N 
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*733* ndttW M &***^> *^* fecond was in the name of the young king shaft 
abas IIL Both theft being onfiiccefsful, the army began to be fuper- 
ftitiou*. Kouli khan therefore refolved to make his decisive blow inu 
the name of shahtahjmas 11 * He chofe an advantageous fituation to the 
taft, intending to make the attack early the next morning ; and the fun 
fliining in the face of the enemy > he might receive from thence the ad- 
vantage which the turks enjoyed four days before, with regard to the 
wind. At day break, the 26th of October, he advanced at the head of 
20,000 of his beft troops, and fell upon the van -guard of the Turkish 
army, which had made fome approaches towards him : this attack was 
fo well conducted, that in a fliort time he pierced through this body of 
the turks* The battle then became general on both fides. The turks. 
began foon to give way, which put their army in fome confufion. To- 
pal osmak was not wanting in the duties of a brave and experienced ge- 
neral; he brought his men up to the charge more than once; but the. 
rersians. had the afcendency, and repulfed them with great (laughter.. 
The seraskier was fatigued \nth rallying his people, and perceiving 
the diforder of his army, put himfelf at the head of the Janiflaries, and. 
difputed the vidlory with as much bravery, as the importance of the 
occafion could infpirej, till at length, two mufquet-balls pierced his body,. 
and. he dropt dead from his horfe. • ' 

Thus fell the brave top al osmaNj one of. the greateft ftatefmen andt 
generals, and a man of the mod integrity, of any in the ottoman em- 
pire. His fall determined the fate of the Turkish army; thoJe who* 
were near him were difheartened, and no longer fought with the fame; 
fpirit ;. moft of thefe fell by the fword, others fled, and the. defeat be- 
came general. The Persians purfuedthe vanquiihed enemy, and made.- 
a great flaughter* Kouli khan immediately fent his Afghans to inter— 
cept. the flight of the arabs, who had fought under topal osman ; and, , 
in remembrance of their perfidious conduct, at the battle o£ kerkoud, , 
he caufed great numbers, of them to.be put to the fword* 

The . 

k However extraordinary thij may appear* the fuperftition of the foldicrs might. render it neceffary ; . 
not fo muck out of love t» shah tjehmas, as to try their fortune under a name jvhxch. had be*a . 
always lucky to taumas kovll kuav* 
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The turks loft upon this occafion all their baggage, artillery, with ij\+< 
their military cheft, and not lefs than 40,000 men, among whom were 
tnany bashas and perfons of diftin&ion. A great number were taken 
jprifoners, among thefe was the intendant l of the .army, who informed 
tjehmas kouli khan of the fate of topal osman. Curiofity, as w$ll 
as veneration for the character of this great man, induced the Persian 
general to order that the body fhould be brought to him 5 he flood fbme 
time in filence, and furveyed it with an awful reverence. Topal osman 
was indeed the conqueror; tho' vanquiflied, he triumphed. Being ar- 
rived to the age of feventy, he had finifhed his courfe with glory, which 
it was hardly poflible his enemy fhould ever attain to j fince the prin- 
ciples on which he fet out, were diametrically oppofite to thofe of this 
good man. The Persian general ordered the body to be fent to bag- 
dat with proper honour, that the remains of fo brave an t>fficer might 
receive the funcraWites due to his rank, and the laft homage of his 
countrymen, whofe caufe he had ever efpoufed, with a tru« patriot 
seal. 

The news of the death of topal osman, with the intire defeat of the 
ottoman army, aftonifhed (he court, and the whole city of constants 
nople. The fuccefs at kerkoud in july before, ferved only to add 
to their fenfibility of this misfortune : and from the opinion which had 
been entertained of the great lofs of the Persians on that occaiion, they 
imagined kouli khan to be a devil or enchanter* who could witfc io 
rapid a courfe reverfe his fortune. 

The grand vizir, apprehenfive of fome commotion in the city, cauftd 
^guards to be placed at certain ports to prevent an infurredtion. The 
divan affembled immediately. The grand fignior and the mufti recon^ 
mended a peace with Persia almoft at any price, as the war feemed 
to tend to the ruin of the empire. The vizir on the other band repre- 
fented the Persians as vincible, of which the battle of kerkoud was a 
ftanding memorial ; and that to lofe the conquered provinces by the 
iorce of arms, would be lefs inglorious than tamely to yield them up to 

the PERSIANS* 
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j 73 3. This opinion being at length agreed to, preparations were made to 
fend cannon and ammunition to Alexandria, alfo money for "the pay- 
ment of the army ; and 8000 Janiffaries were commanded to march the 
15th of December. AbdaiXah kouproli, basha of cairo, was no- 
minated as generaliffimo, in the place of topal osman j and the feveral 
bashas in the Turkish dominions in asia, had orders to march with 
all the forces they could collett. 



CHAP. XII. 

The education^ and nfofl remarkable incidents of the life of topal osman 
basha ; with a particular account of bis gratitude and great generqfity 
to bis benefa£tor> who ranfomed bim in bis youth fromjlavery. 

THE mention I have already made of a brave turk, will fufEcient- 
ly countenance the following ftory. It is an anecdote by no 
means below the dignity of an hiftorian, nor foreign to my fubjedh The 
defign of it is to inftruft us by example, which is confefledly the great 
ufe of hiftory : and I am perfuaded this relation will give pleafure to 
every one who does not think gratitude a pious frenzy, or that it is a 
virtue fit only for little minds, whofe weaknefs betrays them into a paffion, 
which clashes with felf-love, fo much the idol of mankind. 

1 

Topal osman was educated in the chambers of the feraglio m ; a me- 
thod which was formerly ufed only with the children of the tribute, and 
who were all of chriftian parents. In the year 1698, being then about 

the 

m There are different chambers of the feraglio through which thofe children patted, who Were 
formerly fent up from the christian provinces fubje&ed to the ottoman empire. They went 
from the laft chamber into the fervice of the fultan, and were employed in the different offices of the 
court and miaiftry. According to their conduit or fortune, they rofe to the feveral polls and offices 
of the empire. The policy of this was, that not knowing their parents and relations, and oftentimes 
ignorant of the very country they came -from, they might be the more abfolutely dependant and de- 
voted to the fervice of the grand fignior. But now the tvrks have found means to have their own 
children educated in the feraglio j. and the chambers in which thofe deiigned for employments are 
bred, and from which they are taken, do moftly confift of native Turks. 
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the age of twenty -five, he was fent with the fultan's orders to the bash a 1733. 
of cairo. He travelled by land to said n , and being afraid of the Arabs 
who rove about the adjacent countries, plundering paffengers and cara- 
vans, he embarked on board a Turkish veffel bound to damietta, 
a city on the eaftermoft channel of the nile. In this fhort paflage they 
met with a Spanish privateer: their fhip was no match for her, but the 
whole crew refolved to fight, and try to preferve their effe&s, and defend 
themfelves from flavery ; upon which a bloody aftion enfued. There it 
was this great man gave the firft proofs of that intrepidity, by which he 
fo often fignalized himfelf afterwards. The crew, animated by his ex- 
ample, fought with great bravery; but fuperior numbers at laft prevailed, 
and osman was taken prifoner, after being dangeroufly wounded in his 
arm and thigh. 

When the veffel had furrendered, the inflances of bravery which os- 
man had /hewn, induced the Spanish captain to pay him a particular re- 
gard, efpecially when it was known that he was charged with the grand 
fignior's orders, and that confequently a large ranfom might be expe&ed 
for him. Notwithftanding the good treatment he received, his wounds 
were ftill in a dangerous way, when he arrived at malt a, whither 
the privateer went to refit : the wound in his thigh was the moft danger- 
ous, and he was lame of it ever afterwards $ from which he Had the 
name of topal or cripple, as already mentioned. 

At that time, vincent arnaud, a native of Marseilles, was com- 
mander of the port at Malta ; and, as his bufinefs required, went on 
board the privateer as foon as {he came to anchor.' Osman no fooner 
faw arnaud, than he faid to him ; " Can you do a generous and gal- 
c< lant aftion ? Ranfom me, and take my word you (hall lofe nothing by 
€€ it." Such a requeftfrom a flave in chains was not common $ but the 
manner in which it was delivered, ftruck the frenchman fo much, that 
he immediately turned to the captain of the privateer, and afked what he 
demanded for the ranfom. He anfwered, a thoufand fequins . Arnaud 
upon this turning round to the turk, faid : " I know nothing of you, 

" and 

■ Thcanticnt si don in svria. • Near 500^ 
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>J 733' " an( ^ wo *ild y ou ^ ave mc ttfqp* * thoufand fcquins on your bare word .?* 
<c Each of us adt in this," replied the turk, " with confiftency. I am 
in chains, and therefore try every method to recover my liberty ; and 
you may a& right in not trufting to the word of a ftranger ; I have 
nothing at prefent but my word and honour to give you, nor do I 
pretend to affign any reafon why you fliould truft to it 5 however, I 
tell you once more, if you do truft to it, you fliall have no occafion to 
repent." The commander upon this went to make his report to the 
grand matter, don ferellos. The air with which osman delivered 
himfelf, and the feeming ingemioufnefs, together with the Angularity of 
the circumftances, wrought fuch an efFeft upon arnaud, that fie re- 
turned immediately on board the Spanish veffel, and agreed with the 
•captain for fix hundred fequins, which he paid as the price of osman 's 
liberty. After this, he put him on board a veflel of his own, where he 
provided him with a furgeon, and every thing neceflary for his entertain- 
ment and cure. In a fliort time he was out of danger* 

Osman had mentioned to his benefa&oc, that he might write to con* 
stantinople for the money he had advanced; but finding himfelf iii 
the hands of a man who had trufted fo much to his. honour, he was em- 
boldened to afk him another favour, which was to leave the payment of 
the ranfom entirely to him, Arnaud diftinguiftied that in fuch a cafe 
things were not to be done by halves ; he therefore not only agreed to the 
propofal, with a good grace, but entrufted him with the fhip, in which 
he had been lodged, and (hewed him every other mark of generofity and 
friend (hi p. Accordingly osman, as foon as he was in a condition, fet 
Out again upon his voyage in this veflel. 

The french colours v now prote&ed him from the privateers. In a 
ithort time he reached damietta, and failed % up the nijle to cairo. No 
fooncr was he arrived there, than he delivered a thoufand fequins to the 
cnafter of the veflel, to be paid his benefa&or arnaud, together with 
dome rich furrs p , and five hundred crowns as a prefent for himfelf. He 
executed the orders of the fultan his mailer with the basha of cairo j 

■ 

q and 

? Theft arc the geufceleft prefent* in the eaft. 
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and fetting out for Constantinople, was himfelf the firft who brought 1733; 
the news of his flavery. 

His fenfe of the favour that had been done to him, and the generous 
eircumftances of it, was not confined- to the firft emotions of gratitude : '. 
during the whole courfe of his life, he did not ceafe, by letters and other 
acknowledgments, to teftify the deep impreffion it had made upon him. 

In 171 5 war was declared between the Venetians and turks.. 
The grand vizir, who had proje&ed the invafion of the more a, aflem- 
bled the ottoman army, near the ifthmus of corinth, the only pafs- 
by which this peninfula can be attacked by land. Topal osman was- 
charged with the command to force the pafs, which he not only executed' 
with great fuccefs, but afterwards took the city of corinth. by aflault.. 
Eor this fervice he was rewarded, by being made a basha of two tails. 
The next year he ferved as lieutenant-general under the grand vizir at the 
fiege of corfu, whicl> the tjjrks were obliged to abandon. Osman- 
ftaid three days before the place to fecure and conduft the retreat of the- 
ottoman troops,, which he effe&ed with great fuccefs. 

In 1722 he was appointed seraskier q , and had the command of the. 
army in the morea. When the confuls of the different nations came 
to pay their refpedfcs to him in this quality, he diftinguifhed the French 
by particular marks of kindnefs and protection, and gave them a ftrift. 
charge to write to Malta to vincent arnaud, and acquaint him of his 
new dignity, and to beg of him to fend his fon, that as it was now in . 
his power, he would charge himfelf with making his fortune. Accord- 
ingly arnaud's fon went into the morea, and the seraskier not only 
made him prefents, but granted him privileges and advantages in point. 
of trade, which fbon put him in a way of acquiring an eftate r .. . 

Topal osman's parts and abilities were fuch, that from this com- 
mand he was foon raifed to a greater. He was made a basha of three 
tails, and beglerbeg of Romania, one of the greateft governments* 



in 



4 General in chief. r It may be obferved in general, that when men of -eminent sank in. 

the eaft mean to do a difiinguiJhed fervice, they are not behind the christians 
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1733* * n & c cm pi re i an ^ which the vicinity to the danubian provinces, and 
the frontiers of Hungary, renders ftill more important. 

His refidence, during his government, was at ntssa. In the year 
1727, vincent arnaud find his fon waited upon him there, and were 
receivod with the utmoft tendernefs and afFedtion. Laying afide the 
pomp of the basha and governor, he embraced them, caufed them to 
be ferved with flierbet and perfume, and to fit upon the fopha with him- 
felf 5 an honour but rarely beftowed by a basha of the firft order, and 
hardly ever to a chriftian. After thefe marks of diftindion, he fent them 
away loaded with prefents. As the father and fon were taking their 
leave of him, arnaud faid, he hoped he fhould live to pay his duty 
to him, as grand viair, at Constantinople, This, which was theft 
only a compliment, proved prophetical. 

I fiave already given an account of the great revolution of 1730 in 
Constantinople, in which the grand vizir Ibrahim perifhcd. This^ 
office was become fo perilous, that three had been preferred to it in lefs 
than a year's time. In September 1731, topal osman was called from 
his government, to fill a place, which though by far the higheft in the 

ottoman empire, and perhaps the higheft that any fubjeft in the world 
enjoys, is always dangerous, and was then fo in a particular degree. He 
no fooner arrived at Constantinople to take pofleffion of his new dig- 
nity, than he fent for the French embaflador, and defired him to write 
to malta, and let his old benefa&or know of his advancement; and that 
he fhould haften to Constantinople, while things remained in the pre- 
fent fituation ; adding, that a grand vizir feldom kept long in his ftation. 

In the month of January 1732, arnaud with his fon arrived at 
Constantinople from malta, bringing with him variety of prefents, 
and twelve turks whom he had ranfomed from flavery. Thefe, by 
command of the vizir, were ranged in order before him. Vincent 
arnaud, now feventy-two years of age, with his fon, were brought be- 
fore topal osman, grand vizir of the ottoman empire. He received 
them in the prefence of the great officers of ftate, with the utmoft marks 

4 of 
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of affe&ion. Then turning to thofe about hiin, and pointing to the ran- 1733 
fomed turks, c< Behold," fays he, " thefe your brethren now enjoying 
€l the fweets of liberty, after having groaned in flavery: this french- 
woman is their deliverer, I was myfelf a. flave, loaded with chains, 
" dreaming in blood, and covered with wounds ; this is the man who 
" redeemed and faved me ; this is my maftet and benefa&or : to him I 

« 

<c am indebted for life, liberty, fortune, and every thing I eryoy. With- 
*< out knowing me, he paid for me a large ranfom ; fent me away upon 
cc my bare word, and gave me a fhip to carry me where I pleafed. 
c< Where is even a muffulman capable of an adtion of fuch gencrofity ?" 

While osman was fpeakiftg, every one prefent had their eyes fixed 
upon old arnaud, who held the grand vizir's hands clofely locked be- 
tween his own. The vizir then aiked both father and fon many questions 
concerning their fituation and fortune, heard their anfwers with kindnefs 
and attention, and then ended with an Arabic fentence, allah-ke- 
rim \ He made before them the diftributipn of the prefents they had 
brought, the greateft part of which he fent to the fultan, the fultana mo- 
ther, and the kislar aga*. Upon which the two frenchmen made 
their obeifance, and retired. 

After this ceremony was over, the ion of the grand vizir took therik 
to his apartments, where he treated them with great kindnefs. Some 
time before they left Constantinople, they had a conference in pri- 
vate with the vizir, who diverted himfelf of all ftate and ceremony* 
He let them underftand, that the nature of his fituation would not per- 
mit him to da as he defired, fince a minifter ever appears in the. eyes of 
many to do nothing without a view to his own particular intereft * ad- 
ding, that a basha was lord and mafter in his own province, but that 
the grand vizir at Constantinople had a mafter greater than himfelf* 

■ 

He caufed them to be amply paid for the ranfom of the turks, and " 
likewife procured the restitution of a debt, which they had looked on as 
defperate : he alfo made them prefents in money, and gave them an 

order, 

• The providence of God is great. ' Chief of the black eunuchs. 
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*733- order, in virtue of which they took a loading of corn at salonica* 
which was likely to be very profitable, as the exportation of com. from 
that port had been for a long time prohibited. 

As his gratitude was without bounds, he feemed defirous to convince 
his benefaftor, that his liberality was the fame 5 his behaviour, upon this 
occafion> muft appear great and noble, fince every aftion of his life de- 
monftratcs a mind fuperior to affedlation. His condudt appears the more 
generous, when it is confidered, what contempt and averfion the preju- 
dices of education often create in the mind of a turk againft the chri- 
ftians : and if we refledt further, that this confefiion was made bfcforc 
his whole court, the a&ion wilt appear in its full lufce. 

By the vigilance and fteadinefs of his miniftry, this great man reftored 
government and a regular difcipline, with plenty to Constantinople, 
where a licentious confufion had fo lately reigned, and where the inhabi- 
tants had been in foeh diftrefs, that the necefiaries of life were not to be 
had but at an exceflive price. He has indeed been Warned for his too 
great feverity ; but it is certain, that he never condemned to death the 
moft culpable, even of the loweft clafs of the people, without the de- 
cifion of the mufti. And though his feverity fliould have been extended 
Mo. what might be deemed an excefs, reafons of ftate, and the fecurity of 
the general tranquillity of the empire, might make a ftritt execution of 
the laws, not only expedient, but abfolutely necefiary. Nor can it be 
.fuppofed* that a man, whofe honour and goodnefs of heart was fo con- 
fpicuoufly difplayed, could be cruel. The greateft proof that can be given 
to clear him of fuch an imputation, is- the univerfal regret that people of 
all ranks {hewed, when he was removed from his office \ 

He received his orders of di{Tni/fion with all the calmnefs imaginable j 
for he was too wife toexpedt that Virtue alone could fupport a man in an 
office under a diftra&ed government, and where change was adopted as 
neqellary. When he came out of the feraglio, after delivering up the 
feal of the empire, he found his friends and domeftics very penfive and 
,difconfolate. " What is the reafon," fays he, ll of your afBiaionj have 

" I 

* In ma*ch 1732. 
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" I not always faid, that the office of vizir is of all others the mod likely 1733 
<c to be fliort ? All my concern was, how I fhould get out of it with ho 
nour; and thanks to God, I have done nothing with which I reproach 
myfeif. My mafter, the grand fignior, approves my fervices, and I refign 
with perfect fatisfadtion." He then gave orders for rendering his thanks . 
to heaven, as if it had been one of the moft happy events of his life w . 

After this, he immediately fet out for trebisonde, where he was ap- 
pointed bash a. His removal cduld not be called a difgface, for the grand 
fignior never ceafed to treat him with all poffible marks of diftin&ion. 
His highnefs acquainted him, that he muft leave his. fon at Constanti- 
nople, and that hirafelf would take care of his fortune. About four days 
after topal osman's departure, this young man had the honour of de- 
livering to the fultan, the prefent x which his father was to have made 
him on the feaft of bayram y . Prefents at the ottoman court, as well 
as all over the eaft, are not confidered as the efFeds of generofity and 
friendfhip, or marks of refped, but as a tribute which muft be paid by 
inferiors of all ranks to their fuperiors, efpecially from certain officers to 
their fovereign. This prefent might however have been difpenfed with, 
as the father was out of the office of grand vizir ; but he gave his fon 
exprefs orders at his departure, not to. fail to make it; and by that means, 
he fhewed with what entire fatisfa&ion he had refigned his high, em*, 

1 

ployment. 

The grand fignior received the prefent, in a manner that convinced 
him and all the world, that he had not in the leaft forfeited his efteem. 
He had been gone but a few days, when orders were fent to him to re- 
pair to the frontiers of Persia, and take upon him the command of the 
ottoman armies. This was an honourable and important ftation, but 
full of danger and difficulty. He filled it with all the abilities of a wile' 
ftatefman and experienced officer. Though he funk at laft before the 
fortune of Tj£hmas kouli khan, yet he fell worthy of himfelf j worthy 
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w A rare inftance this of virtue. I hope it is ftriftly true. I am forry to fay it is not more crcdi* 
Me of a chriftian than of a mahommedan. See Vol I. page 198. * A horfe-furoiture 
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1*7 %1* of that character he had fo defervedly acquired, and maintained through* 
the courfe of a life, not diftinguiihed fo much by his high employments, 
as that he never deviated from the paths of honour and virtue* 

The grand fignior preferved fuch an efieem for his memory, that tho- 
his ion achmep was but young, he promoted him ta the high poft of 
basha and beglerbeg of Romania, which his father enjoyed when he 
was . called to the office of grand vizir. It gives us the ftropgeft idea of* 
arbitrary power, to confider the policy of the qttomaj* government 
The fame grand fignior, who promoted* the fon to one of the firft dig- 
nities of the empire, in honour to the father's memory and great tec~* 
vices, fent an order to feize all the father's efieds *. It may be prefumed: 
the ftate was. poor, which in fuch governments was a fufficient reafon*. 
Thus the fon fucceeded to no great part of the vafl rkhea hi& lathe? died* 
pofleiTed of. 

Topal osman was one of thofe few, who through the cottrffe of ac 
long life, gave the higheft demonftrations of a mind fuperior to vulgar 
applaufe. Hi6 greatnefs was the effedt of his virtue, his underfhnding: 
and intrepidity; but his ambition was- to aft like a man, who believes- 
there is a God, and a ftate of rewards and punifhments. If this generous* 
turk faid of vincent arnaud, " Where is even amuffulroan who is- 
•* capable of an a&ion of fuch generality F We may fay, " Where fhall* 
" we find even a chriftian,, requiting, a generous a&ion in. a mora noble ? 
" manner than topajl osman ?/*" Inftances of this kind among either 
chriftians or mahommedans, are indeed but rare - 9x and therefore when they, 
happen, ought the more to be recorded, 

2 This is meant of his moveable or perfonal eftate. As to landed eftatcs, it is a coftom -for per~ 
fons in the fervice ef the grand fignior, to aflign them in heritage to the church, in cafe of the Mara 
ei heirs, by which means they cannot be feiaed by the crown, without a degree of facrilege. 



CHAP. 



(EKap.XIII. NADIR SHAH. 109 



CHAP, XIH. 



TH'jbhmas- kouli khan acquaints the Russian court of his Juccefu 
Achmed bash A prepares to Jiand another fiege. Mahommed khan 
balouche declares for t^hmas shah at shirass j is defeated by kouli 
khaki, % and hangs himfelf The turks prepare to take the field. Kouli 
khan marches into Georgia the beginning of 17341 and takes teflis. 
Defcription of that country. Selim basha retires out of GEORGIA, 
Kouli khan, takes ganja and shamakje. 



TJECHNPAS koulp khan; having* obtained this memorable vidory. 1733; 
over the turks,, and given orders for the burial of his dead, difr 
patched an exprels to acquaint the Russian emprefs of the fignal advan- 
tage he had obtained.. This news was not ungrateful to the coiirt of 
st. Petersburg :. the port was divided into fa&ions upon the fubjedt of a. 
war with russia ;, but it was apprehended, if KouLr khan had not kept 
them fully employed, they would have, foon determined upon it:, and. 
preparations were accordingly making in russia. 

It is prefumed,. that kouli khan reqiiefted that the emprefs would 
not permit the crim tartars topafs near her dominions, fhould they, 
attempt to join the. lesgees, who waited only a favourable occafion of 
making a powerful diverfion in shir van and other places, near the coaft. 
of the Caspian sea. The Russians, yet pofleffed of derbend, and the 
eonqueft they had made on that coaft $ were not interefted to countenance 
the proje&s of kouli khan, any other wife than to reduce the turks,. 
which was a much greater object, than the prefervation of that eonqueft. 

So fignal an advantage gained over the turks, within fifty leagues of 
bagdat, could not but alarm achmed basha. We have already ob~ 
fcrved,, that this fagacious governor had put his city in a condition of de- 
fence, and preferved a kind of independent fovereignty. After the battle 
of kerkoudj feveral detachments of topal osman's forces demanded, 
entrance into the city. The basha abfolutely refufed, alledging, that 

the7 
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1 73 3. they were fent to protedt the city, but not to come into it : that he had 
a fufficient garrifon of his own, and therefore would not admit them. 
He was now in a better condition of defence than he had been in april 
before, an4 had made a larger colledtion of provifion* Befides his own 
artillery, he was al.fo mafter of that which the Persians had left behind 
them. Under thefe circumftanccs, tho* he had but ill grounds to expeti: 
any relief from the Turkish armies for a confiderablc time, he deter- 
mined to make a gallant defence, 

* 

Winter was now approaching, and it might be expeded that the banks 
of the Tigris would fwell as is ufual in that feafon, fo as to render the 
approaches to bagdat difficult, if not impracticable. However, kouli 
khan advanced towards the city, to t*y if he could obtain the fubmiflion 
of achmed bash a, for whom he profefled a particular friendfliip, as a 
man of excellent underftanding, and a good foldier. The teftimony 
which he ever gave of the bash a was, c< That he was much a greater 
c< man than himfelf, or the grand fignior ; becaufe," fays he, cc achmed 
" basha has fupported himfelf in bagdat, without giving up the place 
" either to me or his mlafter/' 

4 

Whilft the Persian general was thus meditating in what manner he 
fhould conduct himfelf, news arrived from shir ass, that mahommed 
khan balouche *, one of his generals, whom he had fent to raife recruits 
in that quarter of the empire, had joined seffie mahommed khan, 
governor of the province : that they in conjunction with each other had 
colle&ed an army of 30,000 men, and proclaimed shah TiEHMAsas their 
lawful king. T^ehmas kouli khan no fooner received this notice, than 
he marched back into Persia, He took with him about 30,000 of his 
beft troops, and proceeded with the utmoft expedition by the rout of 
Isfahan towards shirass. Thofe of his men, whofe horfes failed, or 
by any accident could not keep pace in his continued forced marches, 
he left upon the road * fo that he arrived at shirass at a time, when 
his enemies had hardly received news of his leaving turkey. 



Upon 
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Upon the firft report of the advance of the troops of kouli khan, *733» 
Mahommed khan balouche, who imagined it was only a fmall detach- 
ment under the command of one of the officers of this general, marched 
out to attack them. In a fliort time he fell in with the van-guard 
of kouli khan, confiding of 12,000 men, himfelf at their head, 
Mahommed khan balouche now expreffed great fatisfadtion, as if for* 
tune had delivered the tyrant-general into his hands. He imagined the 
greateft part of his forces were not yet come up ; but he foon found his 
miftake. When kouli khan began to give his orders for the attack^ 
the thunder of his voice, which was remarkably ftrong, ftruck a pannic 
into mahommed s men, and they hardly flood the firft fire. 

■ 

Mahommed khan balouche had often given proofs of his valour, 
and was diftinguifhed for many other good qualities. Enraged at the 
cowardice of his foldiers, he grew defperate 3 and, attended by a few 
followers, fingled out kouli khan, and rode towards him, to try if the 
fortune of his lance could reach the heart of a man, whom he knew to 
be falfe, an enemy to his lawful fovereign, and a Have to his ambition. 

This attempt, if we may judge from the charafter of the man, was 
directed more by principles of generofity and national honour, than by 
envy or ambition. It did not fucceed : however, he made his part fo 
good, that he fought his way back again ; and retiring near bender de- 
lem, he embarked in an Arabian veflel, intending to make his efcape. 
The treacherous arabs, who navigated the veflel, difcovering who he 
was, in expedlation of a reward, brought him to shir ass, and delivered 
him to his enemy. Tjehmas kouli khan fent him to prifon, defin- 
ing to extort a confeffion of his accomplices, and alfo of his riches, which 
were fuppofed to be very confiderable. Suicide can in no inftance be 
deemed warrantable, otherwifc we might call it intrepidity to baffle the 
-defigns of fuch an enemy as kouli khan. The unfortunate captive 
general was no fooner left alone, than he hanged himfelf. 

T-ffiHMAs kouli khan having chaftifed the inhabitants of snrRASS, ij%a. 
and put thofe to death who attempted to reflore shah t^'hmas, he en- 

8 riched 
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7* j, riched himfclf with their fequeftered eftates, and returned to isfAha'M. 
Here he remained till the next fpring, employing himfclf in recruiting 
his army in hopes of finiihing the great work in which he had fo well 
fucceeded the laft year, and of compelling the turks tojield up all the 
conquered provinces. 

In the mean while, the ottoman court made all the preparations 
poflible, to defend themfelves againft an enemy, whom they had now 
fuffieient reafon to believe very formidable. They had made an at- 
tempt to engage the khan of the crim tartars in their quarrel, and if 
thefe could have been joined 'with the lesgees, they might make a 
powerful diverfion in shirvan.; but it is hardly practicable to penetrate 
.into Persia through the paflfes of .moantvCAU casus, or the ceuntry te 
the north-weft of dagistan. 

The lesgees, however difpofed to take all advantages oF the Per- 
sians, were but ill-inclined to favour the entrance of the crim tartars 
on the north-fide of their mountainous refidences. The Georgians were 
as little difpofed to receive them into their country ,j and the Russians leaft 
of all. The cabardinian tartars, who are fubjeft to Russia, were 
ordered to appear in arms, if thofe of the crim (hould attempt to force 
a paffage.; and as a war was expe&ed to break out with the Russians, 
the crim tartars would by this means be left expofed; fo that the 
turks bad but little reafon to expedt any fuccours in the Persian war 
from thofe tartars. The lesgees, however, appeared in arms, de* 
figning to make a diverfion in favour of the turks. 

Koulikhan having recruited his army to near 100,000 fighting men, 
opened the campaign this year by marching diredtly to tavris, from 
whence he fent his ion nesr ali, with a body of forces to the banks of 
the kura, to drive the lesgees back again into their mountains. Thefe 
tartars made incurfions into shirvan, but finding a numerous body 
of Persian forces which they did not expe&, they j-etired with great 
precipitation. He left his fon oh the banks of the kura, with orders 
to march to ganja, whilft he himfelf penetrated into Georgia as far 
as tefhs. 

1 ' This 
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This city is fiippofed to be the acropolis of the antients j it is large 1 734* 
and weH peopled, and the houfes built with brick. In the center is an 
eminence with a citadel, very difficult of accefs : at die foot of it runs 
the kura, which contributes much to its natural ftrength. 

The Georgians are the defendants of the andent ibrrians, who> 
inhabited the countries on both fides the cyrus\ The greeks call 
them ceorgi, from whence we may prefume they derived their prefeot 
same; the oriental nation* call this country guergestan. 

The bravery of thefe people is very remarkable ; their fitoation feem? 
to exadfc it of them. In thefe latter times we have had feveral proofs* 
particularly of thofe commanded by gurgi*in khan, the governor of 
kandahar,. as mentioned in the preceding volume. The vali of 
Georgia, we have alfo feen, might, to all human appearance, have faved 
the fersian monarchy, had he not adhered to a rafh vow. Thefe peo- 
ple are as dextrous with the bow and arrow, as with fire-arms y and 
the Persians were wont to efteem. them the beft troops in their * 
army. They were now tributary to the turks, and confequently few 
if any of them amongft nadir's farces* That they were always very 
warlike, appears &oai antient hiftorwis ; they neither fubmitted to the 
medss nor Persians, nor evento Alexander the great : they could ' 
not indeed refiit the roman arms ; pomps y took their capital acropo- 
irs, and reduced the kingdom of iberi a to a roman province. 

The khan of teplis has the title of vali, and all the other chiefs' 
of the refpedtive provinces are denominated princes. Thefe laft are in- 
dependent of each other, as well as of the vali y but in cafe of danger 
they unite in one common intcreft. Hemmed in by two powerful na- 
tions, they have rfeceflarily paid tribute either to the turics or persj ans 
for feme ages. Their governments are hereditary, and feldom any acci- 
dents have happened to diveft their families of their refpedure fbvereignties; 
which are in number about a dozen, who are divided and fubdivided. They 

generally 
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*734 ; g enera ^y Support from 200 to 1000 men each, and two or three of them 
can bring 6000 into the field. For the fupport of thefe foldiers, the pea- 
fants pay a tenth of the produce of the land j befides furnifliing, in time 
of war, a certain number of men equipped. 

The climate of this country is foft, not very different from that of 
italv, and extends from about the latitude of 41 to 44. The capital 
teflis is near the center of the lower Georgia; the upper Georgia, 
ftretches towards the black sea. It is furrounded with mountains aim oft 
" on every fide, and abounds in woods, but there are alfo very fertile plains. 
They tUl their land with buffaloes and oxen $ they plow deep, and their 
crops are abundant. They are chriftians of the greek religion, and 
confequently not forbidden the ufe of wine, which they have, very good, 
and in great plenty. The men are remarkably tall, comely, robuft, and 
well made, oflentatious, and fond of a fplendid appearance ; the wo- 
men c are celebrated for their beauty over all asia. 

The Georgians have generally been moil difpofed to fubmit to the 
Persians, and in order to fupport their fidelity, the fovereigns of that 
monarchy have (hewn them great indulgence. Thofe of their princes, 
who are difpofed to change their religion, have ever met with a kind 
reception at the Persian court, and been entrufted with fome of the firft 
employments in that government. Persia by this means has had a 
conftant refource of troops, whofe valour and fidelity might be fafely 
relied on d . 

The Georgians now faw their fovereign the grand fignior opprefled 
on every fide ; disheartened by the defeat of topal osman, and in no 
capacity to maftc head againft the vidtorious armies of kouli khan. 
Teflis having fubmitted to him, he thought it his intereft to treat the 
people with tendernefs. The turks retired, not being in any condition 

to oppofe him. 

Kouli 

* Thefe are often fpoken of in Europe under the name of Circassians, though circa ssi a 
is much farther to the north-welt. * I never heard, from any good authority, that kouli 

khan had any number of georciaks in his army, probably eftecming it impolitic to entertain 
people of fo different principles in religion. 
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Kouli khan, in the exultation of his heart, declared that he would 17341 
carry his victorious arms to the Hellespont, with a more formidable 
power than that of xerxes. All the dominions of the grand fignior did 
indeed tremble at his name. The turks confefled, that they were never 
more embarafled fince the eftablifhment of their monarchy. Their trea- 
fures were exhaufted ; and their army of veterans hardly amounted to one 
third part of that of the Persians. Count bonneval recommended the 
European difcipline $ but the turks had a fuperftitious reverence for 
their antient military cuftoms ; neither could they derive any advantage 
from a change of difcipline, but by long practice. They raifed about 
j 5000 men in Bosnia, which were ordered to join the ottoman army 
near bagdat, under the command of the seraskier abdallah koupro- 
li, who was efteemed one of the befl officers in their fervice. The court 
alfo fent 4000 men to him by the way 6i trebisonde ; hut this re- 
inforcement was very inefficient to flop the progrefs of the Persians. 

In the mean while, selim basha being in no condition to oppofe the 
Persians, had retired out of Georgia towards aleppo, leaving that 
country, as well as Armenia, a prey to the vi&orious kouli khan j 
upon which all the Georgian princes, who were before tributary to 
the ottoman empire, fubmitted to him. Towards the end of Oc- 
tober, he came before ganja, where the turks had thrown in a 
garrifon of 5000 men ; thefe maintained themfelves fo well, that nesr 
ali with his forces had not been able to reduce them: kouli khan 
therefore erefted three batteries of ten cannon each, and before the month 
was expired, this place alfo fubmitted at difcretion. 

From thence he dire&ed his courfe to shamakie. The turks had 
detached a body of 8000 men, moftly lesgees, to guard the bridge of 
boats over the kur a at javat •, but they were foon put to flight. The 
countenance which this city had given to the lesgees, had fo much, 
offended him, that he refolved to raze it to the ground, and (laughter 
a great part of the inhabitants. Thofe who had offended mod, being 
either lesgees, or clofely connected with them, fled into the mountains. 
After a fhort warning, he commanded the inhabitants, who efcaped the 
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1734* ^"y °* *"* refentment, to retire to aghson, on the weflern fide of the 
mountains % where they might build a new city ; and he then destroyed 
the place, Shamakis had beea for many ages efteemed one of the moft 
flourifhing cities in this part of the world, well peopled, and abounding 
in all the neceffaries of life. Its fituation was agreeable, and its trade ex- 
tenfive. Here the merchants from Persia and turkey, Armenia, 
Georgia and rus&ia had their rendezvous ; fo that it was a ftaple for 
all the commodities of thefe countries, together with thofe of Europe. 
It was alfo a place of defence. 

Thefe however were not fufficient reafons with the ambitious, kouli 
Khan to preferve this city. Indeed, it is hard to fay, if he made a facrifice 
of it to his pride or refentment, more than to reafons of policy. The con* 
queft of the jlesgees was an object he had very much at heart j and expe- 
rience had proved, that it was an afylum to them of late years ; or at leaft, 
that it was the feat of rebellion, from whence shir van was invaded. 



CHAP. XIV. 

The turks defire a peace* Kouli imam finds an embafador to the rus* 
man court. Abdallah kouproli gives battle to kouli khan in the 
< valley of arpakavi, and is Jlain % together with 20,600 turks. Ab- 
daixah basha retreats to cars. Cara achmed appointed se*as- 
kier of the Turkish army. Erivan taken. The turks declare war 
againjl the Russians. Kouli khan'; conduSl towards that nation. 



TH E rapid progrefc of the Persian arms, made the divan of Con- 
stantinople in the highcft degree defirous of peace with per- 
sia : but t^hmas kouli khan, ambitious of new triumphs, proudly 
defpifed any accommodation, but what was judged to be very injurious 
to the honour of the grand fignior. The inclination of the port was to 
commence a war with the chriftian powers ; and great magazines were 

' forming 

* This place flood in 1746, as described in the map and account of die trad of the %v% 11 am em* 
batty, Vol. I. page 376 and 386. - 
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forming in Bosnia, hi expectation of a favourable opportunity to enter thro' 1734* 
valachia into the ukrain. The ottoman court was alfo very jealous 
of the good underfianding between the Russians and the Persians, and 
apprehended a treaty of alliance, by which the former were to make a 
diveriion in favour of Persia on the fide of asopu ; whilft there was not 
lefs reafon to apprehend, that with fuch afiiftanqe t^hmas kouli khan 
might carry his arms into natolia, and make the grand fignior tremble 
on his throne. 

What favoured the former opinion, was the arrival, at th« beginning 1735. 
of this year, of hussein kouli khan as embaflador from abas, the" 
infant shah of Persia, to the court of st. Petersburg ; his credential 
letters were figned with the feal of the general t^hmas kouli khan. 
This minifter informed her imperial majefty, that T/Ehmas shah being 
a woik prince, whofe conduit threatened the ruin of the Persian empire, 
the khans, and all the great lords of the ftate, had determined to depofe 
him, and fet up his fon abas in his place : that they meant not to do the 
dethroned prince any harm, but to indulge him in all the pleafures to 
which he was inclined, without fubmitting to his pacific difpofition, with 
regard to their common enemy the turk : that TjEhmas kouli khan, 
whofe valour and fortune was equal to that of Alexander, and whofe 
prudence and generality were unrivalled, was determined to profecutc 
the war with vigour: that her imperial majefty might be allured he 
would never lay down his arms, whilft the grand fignior was in any con- 
dition to make war againft her; the Persians being intirely difpofed 
to fupport a perfect amity with the dominions of her imperial majefty, 
whofe intereft they confidered in common with their own, 

1 

This embaflador was alfo charged with a commiffion, to requirq the 
delivery of derbend, baku, resho, and all the places in the provinces 
of shir van and ghilan, with the other diftri&s fituated on the coaft 
of the Caspian sea, which had been conquered by peter the great $ 
alfo that thofe tartars in the mountains of dagistan', who had 

fubmitted 

* I have already given fome account of thefe people in my firft volume, and I have only to ob- 
serve further, that from this country the alani in the fifth century ate faid to hare fpread them- 
felvet like'a flood over europe, extending their conqueft as far as sfain. 
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1735* fubmitted to the Russian arms, jfhould be again reftored to the dominioa 

Of PERSIA. 

It was faid, that kouli khan had in the vanity of his heart declared, 
that if the Russians did not retire, he would take a broom, and fweep 
them out. The Russians, apprehenfive of a war with the turks, did 
not think thofe countries worth a conteft : they had never received any 
benefit from them, but quite the reverfe, for they only proved a grave 
to their armies. As to the revenues of thofe provinces fince the year 
1722, which were alfo demanded by the embaflador, the Russian mi- 
niftry alledged, that fo far from drawing any advantage from thence, the 
government had been at a great expence in the fupport of them. 

In confequence of this treaty now made with t<€HMas kouli khan, 
her imperial majefty appointed a general officer to accompany the* per- 
sian commiflaries, in order to fee the evacution of the countries already 
mentioned, and to fix the boundaries of the two ftates ; which was ac- 
cordingly done foon after. The embaflador having received all the ho- 
nours due to his character, took his leave of the emprefs the 13th of 
march j and the court bore the expence of his journey to the frontiers, 
according to cuftom. The emprefs intended to fend an embaflador to 
Isfahan, to compliment the young shah 8 ; and from thence to pro- 
ceed to the army, in order to finifli the negotiations with t^ehmas kouli 
khan, which the Persian minifler had already begun. 

The turks had not yet recovered the fliock occasioned by the defeat 
of top a l osman; and the rapid progrefs t of the Persian arms the laft 
year bad difheartened the court to an extreme degree, infomuch that they 
would hardly have oppofed the enemy, had there been no other objedt 
to preferve than the conquered provinces. At the fame time, the good 
intelligence between the Russians and the Persians, gave great umbrage 
to the port. The grand fignior comforted himfclf however in hopes of 
an accommodation with the Persians, and that the lofs of gforgia would 
be repaired by his conquefts in chriftendom j the Situation of the Euro- 
pean 

s We find afterwards, that the Russian minifters were too fcnfible of the changes to which 
ritsiA was fubjeft, to carry this dtfign into execution. 
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pean powers at that time Teeming to facilitate the fuccefe of the otto- 1735. 
man arms. The Persian army was now increafed to 120,000 men, 
and kouli khan abfolutely refufed to enter into terms of accommodation, 
unlefs the turks would not only yield up all the conquered provinces, 
but alfo pay him the charge of the war. 

The ottoman court was continually fending troops, ammunition, and 
money to aleppo and trebisonde, from whence the army under ab- 
dallah kouproli, bash a of cairo, was fupplied ; this general had alfo 
fuccours from cairo, but as yet he kept clofe in his intrenchments in Ar- 
menia. The turks efteeming this as a holy war, were yet in fpirits to 
try the fortune of another campaign. The grand fignior therefore gave 
orders to the seraskier kouproli, to give battle to t^ehmas kouli 
khan, as foon as he fhould find himfelf fufficiently reinforced. 

The Persian general had fpent the beginning of this year in reducing 
Georgia, and was now on his march to erivan. Defigning to bring the 
turks to an engagement, be fent a detachment of 15000 men towards 
their camp. The seraskier immediately concluded, that this motion 
could be made with no other defign than to reconnoitre his fituation ; he 
therefore fent a body of his beft cavalry to meet them, and after a fhort 
ikirmith the Persians retreated in confufion. The seraskier unwilling 
to lofe fo apparent an advantage, difpatched more troops after them, and 
followed himfelf at the head of his army, making forced marches, in 
hopes to intercept their junction with the main body of the Persians. 

On the 10th of june, tjehmas kouli khan appeared with 
40,000 men in the valley of arpakavi, fo that the whole force with 
him did not exceed 55,0000. The seraskier, on the other hand, had 
an army of 80,000. At the approach of the turks, the Persian general 
broke up his camp with a feeming precipitation, and retired towards 
erivan. After feveral forced marches, being arrived at the ftreight pre- 
vioufly defigned for the a&ion, he concealed a body of his men in a 
wood, whilft another ftrong party was covered in a valley. In this fitua- 
tion he prepared to receive the turks. 

2 The 
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x 735* ^* van °^ *^ e TURKI6H arm y ^ aw themfeWea at once attacked id 
Sank and rear by the Persians, who came out of die defiles. The 
aCtion was very bloody, and lafted five hours j the seraskier had two 
horfcs killed under him, and after fighting very bravely, met with the 
fame fate as his predeceffor topal osman $ befides him, fell demir 
basha, and mustapha basha, generals of the firft rank, the laft was 
a kinfman of the grand fignior 5 they loft alfo four other bashas, with 
20,000 men, the greateft part of whom were killed, the reft taken pri- 
foners ; the Persians like wife made themfelves mafters of thirty-two 
pieces of cannon, with the military cheft and baggage. 

This vi&ory was obtained die cheaper, as the rear of the turks 
could not come up, and confequendy had no fliare in the a&ion : thefe 
retired as foon as they found their van totally defeated : they were fol- 
lowed however by the Persians for near three leagues ; fome fled to the 
neighbouring cities, and others into the mountains. Abdallah basha 
carried off 8000 Turks to cars, a city in the upper Armenia. 

The news of this defeat flung the whole city of Constantinople into 
the utmoft confternation, as they concluded from hence, that not only 
the conquered countries muft fubmit, but that it would be dangerous to 
the whole empire to continue the war any longer. Frefh orders were there- 
fore fent to achmed, basha of bagdat, with full powers to negotiate a 
peace with tjehmas kouli khan. The friendship which the Persian 
general had profefled for this basha, was a circumftance which ferved to 
fupport the drooping fpirits of the ottoman court ; the basha had alfo 
acquired fo great a reputation, that his enemies as well as his partisans, 
often ftiled him achmed padisha*. The mufti and all the court ap- 
peared however with very forrowful countenances. Car a achmed,. 
who had been for fome time lieutenant to the governor of bagdat, a 
;good foldier, and well verfed in the liberal arts, was now fent to fupply 
the place of the seraskier kouproli. 

T,aehmas kouli khan was no fopner mafter of the field, than he 
difpatched an officer to the Russian court, to inform them of his victory. 

The 

t The emperor achmed* 
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The defigns which he had now formed, required a peace with the tu^ks • ijit, 
but he ftill promifed to do nothing without the confent of the emprefs of 
Russia. However, if we may judge from the event, he was defirous 
of engaging the Russians in a war with the turks, as the moil efFedlu^l 
means of promoting his own fchemes. 

This fecond important victory favoured his defigns He immediately 
laid fiege to eRivan the capital of Armenia; the garrifon having 
no expe&ation of fuccours, foon demanded to capitulate, and were per- 
mitted to retire to cars ; but part of the inhabitants were removed into 
khor asan. From thence he fent a flrong detachment to erzeroum b $ 
and by the end of this year'6 campaign he recovered all the conquered 
provinces. 

If we confider to what a wretched ftate Persia had been reduced fix 
years before, when t^hmas kouli khan appeared at the head of her 
forces, we muft impute this rapid fuccefs to his military genius and fortune. 
What a prodigious change was it for a country devoured by rapine, whofe 
fubje&s were defpifed abroad, and plunged into miferies at home, to give 
laws to a powerful monarchy in fo fhort a time ! It is natural to think, 
that in the height of his triumphs, asia would not have bounded his 
conquefts, had his paflion been only for military glory ; but ewry circum- 
fiance of his condudt proved that he afpired at more than triumphs ; and 
that his ambition of fovereignty was equal to that of conqueft ; neither of 
which could be long fupported without vaft funds, and thefe hardly were 
to. be obtained by purfuing the war againft the turks. 

Before we enter upon the relation of any new event, we muft go back 
to the fituation of the ottoman court. The defeat of the seraskier 
kouproli was attended with a further change of miniflry at Constan- 
tinople. Ismael basha, the grand vizir, who had been the chief 
advifer to profecute the war with Persia, was depofed the 12th of July, 
and though a relation of the grand fignior, was banifhed to the ifle of 

candia : 

h At erzbroum the peace was concluded by the pbrsian and Turkish minifien* 

Vol. IV. Q_ 
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1735* candia : mahommed basha fucceeded him$ the lad was alio ap- 
pointed seraskier of the army intended to be fent againfl the Russians. 
This minifter accordingly marched out of Constantinople in great 
pomp and ceremony, with the ftandard of mahommed carried before 
him. The Russians, who naturally expedted this event, were very 
vigilant in marching an army early into the field ; infomuch» that asoph 
was befieged before the turks had taken care to provide a fufficient gac- 
rifon. This place being at the mouth of the river don on the palus 
mjeotis, and communicating with the black sea, the laying fiege to 
it created great alarms at Constantinople. 

The minifters of the feveral chriftian potentates interpofed their media* 
tion, to prevent the great effufion of blood, which the Russian war 
mufl neceflarily occafion ; but the turks were inexorably bent to purfue 
it. Kouli khan pretended to make it an article in the peace he was 
negotiating with the turks, to include the Russians. This was a mU 
nifterial ftroke> which anfwered a double purpofe. He knew the turks 
were entirely averfe to it, and confequently their refufai gave him the 
better plea to make his own terms ; and, at the fame time, he fecretly 
wifhed to involve his new friend, as well as his old one, in a war that 
ihould keep them well employed for fome time, whilft he purfued the 
favourite projetis which he had planned : for this purpofe, it was alfo 
neceffary to ftart all the difficulties imaginable, in order to protract the 
iffue of the conferences at erzeroum. Abdil baki khan, the Per- 
sian embaflador, met achmed, basha of bagdat x butnothing could 
be concluded this year. The turks made no difficulty to yield up or 
reftore all the countries conquered from Persia fince the time of shah 
hussein, with thofe which had been feparatcd from that empire during 
that reign ; but kouli khan, not fatisfied with this, made pretenfions 
on bagdat, and demanded to be paid the expences of the war. 

The iffue however made it appear, that it was not his intentions to 
ex*# fuch rigorous conditions, but to gain time, and difpofe of the go- 
vern ments of all the conquered countries in a fatisfa&ory manner, and to 
_ endeavour to perfuade the Russian court, that he meant to profecute the 
war, notwithstanding the treaty already commenced, PART 
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FROM THE 



Electing of TjEHMAS KOULI 
KHAN king of PERSIA in 1736, 

TILL HIS 

Return from his memorable expedition into 

INDIA in 1749. 

C H A P. XV. 

lie young shah abas dies. The Russians evacuate derbend, and yield 
up their conquefts in Persia. T^hmas kouli khan declared king. 
Conditions of accepting the diadem. The mullah bashi put to death. 
Nadir coins money % and feizes the lands of the church. Edi& concern- 
ing the feSi of the sunnis and schias. 

THE beginning of this year ripened the plot. Persia, trem- 1736. 
bling at the effe&s of her own conquefts, faw herfelf in the 
hands of an ufurper, whofe military abilities rendered him the 
idol of his army. The young prince abas, who was of a completion 
extremely delicate, died. Whether his death was intirely according to ." 
the courfe of nature, is not declared : it is probable, however precarious 
the life of this infant-king might have been, that fome art was ufed, in 
order, that fo feeble an impediment fhould not obftruft the defigns of 
tjehmas kouli khan. 

The 10th of march, as I have more than once obferved, is the Per- 
sians new-year's-day, when it is the caftom of their princes to aflemble 

Q^2 the 
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1736. the governors of the provinces, and demand an account of their admi~ 
niftration. This was a favourable occafion to convoke all the gover- 
nors, elders, and great officers, together with the generals of his army, 
in order to communicate the fuccefs of his arms, and to confult what fur~ 
ther meafures were neceffary to be taken for the common good. The 
rendezvous was appointed in the plains of mogan, near the banks of the 
aras, where he had afTembled the greateft part of bis forces, confifting 
of near 100,000 men. He acquainted the nobles and governors, that 
the reafon of calling them together was, that they might know from 
him how God had been pleafed to blefs his arms with fuccefs, and to re- 
ftore all the dominions which had been torn from the late family of the 
seffies. That he had delivered Persia from the yoke of the Af- 
ghans, and was in treaty with the Turks, with whom he hoped foon 
to make fuch a peace as would be agreeable, fince the grand fignior muft 
be obliged to accept of the conditions which he fhould prefcribe : that 
he had alfo concluded a peace with the Russians, who had reftored all 
thofe dominions belonging to the Persian empire, which they had con- 
quered fourteen years before : in ftiort, that he bad left nothing to be 
done except the conqueft of k aUdahar. But as it wa6 neceflary for the 
fopport and continuation of the glory of the monarchy, that they fhould 
have a perfon at the head of their armies, who might prevent fuch 
fatal confequences as they experienced in the preceding reign, and as it 
was his intention to enjoy the remainder of his life in repofe, he defircd 
to refign his office ; for which reafon they mail make choice of a new 
general. Moreover, as it had pteafed God to deprive them of the young 
abas, they muft eleft a king alfo : if they thought shah tjehmas could 
govern them with valour and wifdom, that they had only to recall him ; 
but if he was not capable, they muft fix their choice upon fome other : 
that fo important a bufinefs required mature confideration ; he therefore 
recommended it to them, and defired their anfwer in three days. 

There was hardly a fenfible man in the aflcmbly, but faw through the 

thin difguife of thefe propofitions ; and many faw it with indignation, 

who had not virtue enough to declare their real fentiments. Kouli 

2 khan 
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khan retinecl *o hie teat, and left the deputies to their own cdntempla- 173^- 
tions : he ordered that they Should be entertained at the public expence, 
and treated with all the refpedt imaginable. It is reasonable to pttfume, 
that he had akeady made his fentimeats known to the principal officers, 
whilft it was obvious to every common foidier, that military glory, and 
a defpotic authority, were his ruling paffions. The great care and ten- 
dernefs which he had upon all occafionsibewn them, neceflkrily engaged 
their wi£bes to fee him their fovereign, «s well as their general. Under 
thefe circumftances, what voice could the deputies of the people have, 
but fuch as was agreeable to the army ? 

The three days being expired, the deputies waited on the general with 
a petition, reprefenting, c< That as God had been pleafed to make ufe 
cc of his arm to reftore the glory of the Persian monarchy, nonie was 
fo worthy of the diadem as himfelf $ that their lives and fortunes were 
redeemed by him, and. to him therefore they ought to be devoted.'* 



4< 
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Tjehmas kouli khan then replied : " It is true, that fince I led the 
people to batde, divine Providence has been pleafed to favour my de- 
figns. You have yourfelves been witnefles of the amazing fuccefs of 
44 the Persian arms. It was not my intention however in calling you 
" together, to receive this mark of your gratitude 5 but fince heaven has 
" decreed that my feeble arm fhould be the inftrument of that almighty 
11 power which governs all things, I will confeht to your propofal, under 
" certain conditions. It will {eft on yourfelves to fupport your own 
<( choice, and afiift me to exalt the nation to as high a pitch of glory 
" as the greateft kings of the former ages have done. But if you will 
" make me your king, you muft remember to comply with the condi- 
••* tions which I now require. Firft, You muft make the diadem here- 
€C ditary in my family. Secondly, You (hall not entertain in your houfes 
" any of the family of your old kings, much lefs mention any thing 
" tending to rebellion. And laftly, You (hall not curfe omar, osman^ 
*' and abubeker, nor dbferve the tumultuous meetings at the comme- 
" moration of Hussein's death ; and as a great effufion of blood has 
• c been occafioned' by the religious differences of the feds of the 

" SCHIAS 
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*73^ # " schias and sunni* ! , which, in ray opinion, are not in themfelves 
*• cfiential, an aflembly of the priefts (hall be called to regulate thefc 
. " differences." 

It may, I think, be prefumcd, that nadir shah, for that is the name 
*y which we muft now call him, elate with his great victories over the 
turks, had flattered himfelf that he might one day unite the Persian 
and ottoman dominions under the fame head ; but though this dazling 
object floated in his imagination, he could fcarcely hope to make a fpeedy 
conqueft of the minds of the people, or that he could reign over both 
nations, whilft they remained of different felts. It is true, he was bred 
a sunnIj and from thence might feem fomewhat inclined that way; 
though, in reality, the tenets of both parties were equally indifferent to 
him. 

The khans and deputies of all the provinces came readily into the two 
fir ft articles, which feemed more particularly to regard their allegiance to 
their new fovereign. As to the commemoration of the death of hussein, 
the fon of ali, we have already explained, that this feftival k regarded 
the ecclefiaftical government j but fince it might be made an occafion of 
tumultuous aflemblies, nadir wifely guarded againft it, as injurious to 
his intereft. In regard to the laft article, they defired the high prieft l 
might be heard $ he was accordingly brought into the prefence of the 
new fovereign, where he fpoke to this effed : " It is not for earthly prin- 
ces to direft in what manner the God of heaven and earth ought to 
be worfhipech we have our law, as delivered down by divine autho- 
rity, through the mediation of the prophet tt 5 that is our guide 5 and as 
all changes in religious matters are fubjedt to very dangerous confe- 
quences, I hope no means will be taken to fully the luftrc of your vie* 
tories, by a ftep fo derogatory to the welfare of the true believers/' 
Such a fpeeeh as this, might have eafily fired the hearts of a people na- 
turally inclined to enthirfiafm ; but perhaps this honeft prieft was the only 

man 

1 See Vol. I. page 338. alfo Vol. III. page 33. To this we may add, that as the sunn is, who 
are the fett of the turks, acknowledge the khoran as expounded by the do&ors, ma lei* shafi, 
hanbal, and ab.ul hanifa ; (o the Persians or sch ias adhere to ali, and are guided by their 
*>wn imams, who have expounded theix ecclefiaftical law. * See Vol. III. page 32. 

'Mullah bashi. " Mahommed. 



cc 

M 
CC 

At 
CC 

«CC 



Chap. XV. NADIR SHAH. 127 

man who dared to'fpeak his mind; the only one, at leaft, of any emi- 173& 
nent authority, who had courage to check that imperious fpirit, which 
already fhewed itfelf in nadir, though he had not yet received the en- 
figns of royalty : but as if heaven had marked him out for deliverance . 
from the cruel bondage of nadir's government, he was foon iilenced 
with a bow-ftring. This well-meaning prieft might, however, have 
checked his zeal $ for as the matter was to be referred to priefts of the 
different feds, the confequence was very natural, that it would remain 
as they found it ; nor did the people give their tacit confent to thefe pro- 
pofals, fo as to produce any particular efFedt, with regard to the unifor- 
mity of religion. 

The next day, being the nth of march, the general was proclaimed' 
king, under the name of nadir shah *, and the people paid him homage 
as fuch, which he accepted with an air of dignity mixed with arro- 
gance. The Armenian patriarch, who was in the camp, performed' 
part of the ceremony, by buckling on his fabre * but as to the plume ° 
and diadem, which, as already obferved, is the more effential mark of 
royalty, he changed it himfelf from the left-fide to his right,, as if he 
meant to {hew, that to his own arm only he was indebted for his ex- 
altation* 

Thus did the afpiring genius of this inftrument of divine wrath accom- 
plifh his end : thus did he reach that point which cjbsar could not attain - r 
tho' in valour, generality, and ftrength of mind, this celebrated Roman was 
not inferior tathe Persian ufurper 5 whilft he excelled him in learning, po- 
litenefs, and humanity, to which nadir indeed had no pretentions. Crom- 
well alfo was baffled in his aim at the crown of England ; neither his 
flail nor cunning, nor his valour nor refolution, could acquire him the 
name of king, Rome, tho' corrupt to an extreme, and ripe for a change of 
that form of government, by which her people had arrived at fo high a 
pitch of glory, had yet fome honeft and. gallant fpirits, who thought the 
killing of a tyrant warrantable, at leaft npt fo great an evil as flavery. In 

ENGLAND^ 

■ The Persians generally put the title after the name,-tho' Europeans ufe it before and after 
indifferently. ° Thefe are of the feathers of blafk betqps ftuck into a tube, fupportcd by * 

ftud of precious ftones. * 

7 
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1736. England, there were numbers whofe principles were untainted, and who 
few the error which had been committed, in attempting to change the 
monarchy into a republican government : but in Persia, ignorance and 
want of forefight, with univcrfal corruption of manners, prepared the 
necks of the people for the yoke to which they now fubmitted.; and 
it was but a few years after, that they^ faw pyramids of human heads 
ere&ed on that fpot, where they chofe their king *. 

Naair being arrived ,at the fummit of his ambition, began to exert 
that boundlefs authority with which he was inverted ; however, he tem- 
pered his natural fierceneft and cruelty with fome tokens of munificence : 
he entertained all the deputies of the people for three days, and treated 
them with great civility ; among other fliews and amufements in the 
camp, was that of /hooting an arrow at a gold plate, which was fixed on 
a lofty pole ; thofe who ihot down the mark were to receive it as a re- 
ward of their fkill, together with a coat of honour. 

The motto, which he chofe upon this occafion for his feal, was this : 

" As the jewel was fallen out of the ring of fame and glory, fo God 
" has reftored it in the name of nadir." 

* * 

The coins which he caufed to be ftruck had thefe infcriptions : 

" Nadir king of kings, and glory of the age." 

Another was : 

<c Coins proclaim through the earth, the reign of nadir, the king 
<c who conquers the world." 

The aflembly were at length difmifled, to appearance very well fatis- 
fied; this priefts only refented the death of their chief, the mullah 
bashi, and the little regard which the new fovereign (hewed to the na- 
tional religious tenets : however, as he did nothing by halves, he was 
determined to pull off the mafk. As foon as he arrived at casbin, 
whither he next directed his march, he convoked all the ecclefiaftics of 
the city and neighbouring countries, and demanded of them in what 

manner 

* Sec Vol. I. page 338. 
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manner the revenues of the church were employed j they anfWered, in 1736* 
the fupport of priefts, colleges and mofques, in the laft of which inceflant 
prayers were - offered to heaven for the fuccefs of the arms of their fo- 
vereigns : to which he replied to this effedt : " It is certain that you have 
*' been very remifs in your duty, and that the Almighty is not pleafed , 
<c with the prayers of fuch men as you are. It is now near fifty years 
" fince the empire has been on the decline, and was at length plunged 
" into the deepeft cattery, till the vidorious inftruments * of the moft 
<c wonderful^ by expofing their lives for. its defence and glory, have at 
<c length reftored it. Thefe are the priefts to whofe fervices we are in* 
* c debted ; therefore the revenues and lands of the church fhall be appro* 
" priated to their fupport V 

It is eafy to imagine, what impreflions the priefts would receive from 
being plundered of all their revenues ; but as much the greateft part of 
the army, particularly aU the ^artaks, were of the fed of the sunnisv 
they treated their complaints with derifion $ whilft the people in general* 
apprehending that they Should be relieved from their taxes, in proportion 
as the church revenues were applied to the fupport of the army, felt no 
great relu&ance in ilibmttting. Religion, indeed, fecmed to be almoft 
at the fame low ebb as morality* or they never would have chofen madia 
kouli for their king. He left the people however at their liberty, with . 
regard to the fupport of priefts at their own expence, but continued to ex* 
*& a conformity to the sunn is, agreeably- to what he had mentioned in the 
plains of mogan ; and for this purpofe he publiihed the following edift i 

*fbe decree to unite the two JeSs of the sch*As and the svnnis, which 

divide the Persians and the TORfcs. 

<c All in high ftations, the sedr* of great power, the governor, mini* 
** fters of the law> and learned men of the royal refidence of Isfahan* 

\ c< being 

* His army. * What thefe revenues amounted to, my authorities do not tell me. U it 

Vaa one million fterling* it bean one fifth proportion to the whole revenue, according to the calcula- 
tion in Vol H. page 27. a The 5 * dr is a perfon of authority in the empire, who has the 
management of church lands, and of the revenues, for the maintenance of public fchools, falarics to 
learned men, and other pious ufes. 

Vol. IV. R 
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1736. " being exalted through the king's favour, (hall know, that while the 
<c abode of our enfigns, on which vi&ory attends, was at mogan \ it 
(< was agreed, that according to the antientcuftom tranfmitted down to 
" us by our predeceflbrs in the religion, as explained by hanifa ° and 
<c j affer w , from henceforth we do acknowledge the dire&ing Caliphs *, 
« in whom the moft high is well pleafed, as the fucceffors of the chief 
of meffengers y * and that, whenever there is occafion for it y the peo- 
ple (hall mention the names of the four with great refpedt 

" But, whereas, in fome places of thefe kingdoms, at the time of 
u calling to prayers, and {landing up to pray, the people mention thefe 
c< words, ali, the friend of god*, according to the ufual pra&ice of the 
« schtas*, but contrary to thofe who are of orthodox faith. This we 
<c declare to be repugnant to the true religion,, and contrary to the agree- 
" ment and covenant entered into. Befidts, it is apparent to the worlds 
19 that as the prince of the faithful, the lion of God, the victorious b , is 
" eledfc, praifed, and acceptable to the Lord of glory ; his rank and inte- 
" reft at the court of unity, will not be increafed by vulgar teftimony* 
" nor the full moon of his power diminifhed by the omiffion of theft 
€t words. But the ill cenfequence of this form is, that both fedts c , who 
** equally acknowledge the chief and prophet d of both worlds, are pro* 
" voked to animofities, which are offenfive to the prophet, and to the 
prince of die faithful 6 . Therefore, as foon as- this high edidfc is pro- 
mulged, let all mufiulmen, high and low, the callers to- prayer in the 
" cities, their dependencies, and adjacent countries, know, that from 
" this day henceforth, thefe words f , which differ from, the orthodox 
" cuftom, (hall not be mentioned. It is alfo ufual with governors in. 
" their aflemblies r after their prefatory prayer g , to fay, may the king,, 

K from- 

f The plains where he was chofen king. * Hanifa,. one of the four Turkish do&ors,. 

famous for expounding the mahommedan law. w Jaffir, one of the imams or pro- 

• * 

phets, whofe opinion the sunn is pay the greateft regard to. * A bu b e ice r, om a r, osm a n, 

and ali. r Mahommed. a Is always annexed by the schjas to the 

k elm ah, viz. there is but one God, mahommid is his- prophet, and ali his friend. * The 

fed of the Persians. * Mortis a, alTs titles. c The sunnis and schias. 

f Mahommed. • Molt is a ali. f Ali, the friend of Go** * Fattaha 
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" from whom all our fortune flows, live for. ever. As a prayer for 1736. 
/' perpetuating a mortal man is vain, and of no effeft, we command that 
" every khan & , who is mailer of a drum k and enfign, fay it in this 
9 manner, thanks to the true king for all benefits. From henceforward 
" let all perfons obferve thefe fettled regulations and written orders : for, 
" whofoever deviates from them, will incur the difpleafure of the king 
" of kings. Written in the month safer, 1 149 V' 

Whatever policy might induce nadir to make a difference in the 
form of prayer, it feems to have betrayed him into an abfurdity. He 
might apprehend his intereft to be concerned in being. acknowledged the 
" true kings' 9 yet his obfervation on perpetuating a mortal man, feems 
to be more vain, than the thing itfelf, which he calls fo 5 fince " living 
" for ever/ 9 can only allude to immortality after death; or, according to 
the eaflern manner, the longeft period of life. 



CHAP. XVI. 

Nadir shah marches to casbin, and fends an emhajador to turkey. 
The grandjignior's orders to achmed basha concerning .peace. All the 
conquered provinces yielded up to Persia* Nadir shah marches to Is- 
fahan. Great preparations for an expedition againjl kandahar. 

TH O' it was impoffible this edift could meet with univerfal appro- 
bation, we do not find that any remonftrances were made againft 
it. However, it was a very politic ftep upon the whole, atf it was not 
only contrived to avoid expenfive and bloody wars with the turks, but 
alfo calculated to continue the diadem in his own family, who were 
well known to be sunn is $ and according to the former confutation of 

R 2 the 

and tOKBiR, is a prefatory prayer, which is generally the firft chapter of the khoran. Tokbir fs- 
repeating three times, thefe words, all a*, akbah, God is greater},. before the k elm ah above* 
mentioned. * I prefume that the order extended to all perfons to ufe thts form. 

k Tab al, or fmall drum, which general officers ordinarily wear fixed to their iaddles. 

J JVNB, I736. I 
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1736. the <ettf»ke, *r*ald afarwife *nd it *> diffiorft to- dUUifti a iked foe- 
eeffion, as ft rofflfflHCrtbdifc prince in a proteitaK cooatry. 

Nadir, during bis ftay at casbin? took the ufuai 03th* " To govern: 
cl the people according to the laws ef God, as revealed by his prophet 
" mahommed ; and to protect and defend the Persians againfl all their. 
€< enemies/ ' From hence he difpatohed a mintfler to the ottoman 
court, to acquaint them of his acccflion to the throne ; he alfo ordered: 
another t6 the cburt of st. Petersburg for the fame purpofe. The 
emprefs of Russia in retard, ordered her refident in Persia to prefent 
her congratulations 5 and prefuming that he had already made peace with 
the turks, (he demanded what the conditions of it were, that fixe, might 
fee if there was any thing contrary to the treaty which flic had lately 
concluded with the Persian empire. Nadir ftill perfifted, that he- 
would enter into no accommodations with the Turks injurious to the 
intereft of her imperial majefty : that if his minifters had done any thing, 
it was without his orders ; though, at the fame time, die embaflador ap- 
pointed for Turkey was one of his prime counfellors and favourites. 

On the other hand, the Turkish miniftry endeavoured to perfuade 
the people, that in confideration of their yielding up all the conquered 
provinces, the Persians would make a diver/ion in their favour againfL 
the Russians, whev during this interval, had made themfelvcs matters* 
of azoph. The grand fignior, who feared nadir when he was only, 
general of the forces of Persia, was the more defirous of cultivating a. 
good underftanding with him, now that he was. exalted to- the throne of. 
that empire*. 

■ 

It was already expefted, that nadir would turn his arms towards-, 
India : but in the prefent fituation of his affairs, it was by no means . 
convenient to give either the Russians or the turks fmy caufe to be- 
lieve, that he meditated an enterprise againfl a country at fo great a di- 
ilanceu The former had reafon to complain of his condu&» in regard, 
to his treaty with tha turks ; whilft thefe were compelled only by thet 
acceflity of their affairs^ ta fubmit ta terms which, they thought highly 

injurious 
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injurious to their honour and iatereft. Hence he jedgcd It •ccdfcry to 
pra&ife all bis arts to prevent thofe refentfBOfttt, which ttigbt have ob- 
ftrudted his favourite defign* 

The grand fignior no fooner received notice of nadir's being advanced 
to* the throne of Persia,, than he repeated his orders to achmed, bash a 
of bagdat> to conclude the treaty at erzeroum: on his part he fent 
eHENTCH ali basha to that city y and the shah appointed abdul baki; 
khan as hi6 embaflador to Constantinople. The ordeis which ach- 
med bas«a received from the ottoman court were couched in the fol- 
lowing terms : 

<r The mod honoured and refpc&ed minister of the empire, moft re- 
<c nowned; wife, and trufty counfellor, the moft happy achmed BA6HA, 
u our ser askier and vizir in asi a, whofe fame and felicity is everlafting,-, 
(hall know, That certain differences h^ve happened between our fub- 
lime and exalted court, ami the kingdom of Persia, which' have 
u been the caufc. of immenfe loffes and fufferings to the inhabitants of 
f Mhe frontiers* info much, that many diftrids are intirely ruined. As 
" we are moved with the moft tender companion, and defirous ta efta- 
w blifh a lading tranquillity, . we have refolved to make thefe reciprocal 
" lofles the occafion of a ftritt friend/hip >. thus to obey the. orders of 
• c providence, and preferve the people from tnifery. . 

<c We have already informed you of our defign to enter into a con— 
" vention with his renowned majefty the shah, who fhine9 as s a turn,; 
" and whofe vows are heard by the Almighty The treaty made by ouri 
predeceflbr amurath the. IVth. is propofed as the foundation of this 
convention. We have learnt from your letters, that the moft famous 
a and happy shah is difpofed to reform the errors of the religion of per- 
" sia, and has agreed that feveral articles concerning the. faith (hall be 
u iaferted in the treaty. As the two courts have propofed to conclude 
" this covenant, the illuftrious abdul baki khan, on the part of the 
u shah, is inverted with the charafier of embaflador for this purpofe. . 
* We agree to the three following articles ;. 

"LThafo 
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" I. That iicnce forward the Persians (hall be at liberty to vifit the 
<c tomb of mecca, and other religious places, without impediment, 
" and (hall be free of all duties whatfoever: and in order that 
<€ every article fhall be cxa&ly obferved, a plenipotentiary on Qur 
" part fhall always refide at the fplendid court of Isfahan ; and 
<c one on the behalf of the shah fhall remain at our court. 

" II. That the shah, as a pure effedt of the greatnefs of his foul f 
€i will caufe the differences in religion to ceafe, by abolishing the 
" feft of the schias, and for the future tolerating only the sunn is, 
" who acknowledge the four fucceflbrs of mahommed, abubeker, 
" omar, os man, and ali, to the end that there may not be any 
'" farther difputes about religion, 

" IIL After the shah fhall have re-eftablifhed good order in his do- 

" minions, and extirpated the schias, from whence arofe eternal 

« diforders and difputes concerning the public exercife of religion, 

" and fhall have acknowledged us, the fucceflbr of mahommed, 

" we fhall on our part acknowledge him as shah, 

<c And notwithstanding that we have already given you this full power, 
" we authorize you again happily to conclude the treaty with the em- 
" baflador abdul baki khan, in the place which you fhall chufe to 
" make the exchange ; and afterwards, you are to fend the treaty to 
u our fplendid court by the vizir korman waley, who will condutt 
" the em baflador abdul baki khan, with all his attendants. For 
" this purpofe we have difpatched capidusi basha to condu& him 
'* hither, and defray his expences on the road. 

" When you fhall have received the prefent, and comprehended the 
contents of this commiffion ; above all exert yourfelf to eftablifh a 
good underflanding between the two courts. The prayers of the 
faithful will aid you in attaining the extirpation of the fed: of the 
schias, and to exclude from the treaty the unbelieving Russians. 
By this' v means you may expedt the exalted favour of our majefty, and 
" the acknowledgment of all true believers. Thefe are our orders, by 

" which 
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c * which you- are to regulate yourfelf. Given the 8th of the month 17*6; 
u zilchildesi, 1 148 m . I, casi asker mahommed, a fervant of the 
* true God, do atteft that this copy is according to the. original of the 
< c fultan." 

The conferences at erzeroum. flill continued, and tho* the Turks . 
fobmitted to every thing which the shah feemed, inclined to infift upon, 
yet nothing was finally determined; and abdul baki khan was ordered 
to proceed to Constantinople, where he continued to pradife the arts 
of evafion, no doubt by the inftrudion of hia mafter- The ottoman 
court was extremely offended at this conduit ; but as peace was abfo- 
lutely neceflary, near the clofe of the year the treaty was concluded.. 
Nad*r was acknowledged as fovereign of Persia 5 all the conquered 
provinces were yielded back to that empire; and a full permiffion was 
granted for the Persians to vifit the tomb of mahommed. The laft 
article was however of very little moment, fince the true policy of the 
Persian ftate was. to prevent their fubjeds from making that pilgri*- 
mage* 

In the mean while, nadir marched with his army from casbin to 
Isfahan:, with a view to fettle the interior government of the empire. 
This was not the place which he defired mod to favour;, however, its 
fituation with regard tathe Turks and the Russians, and fome affedta^ 
lion of popularity, with refpedt to the antient metropolis of the empire, 
drew his attention. His natural inclination to avarice, turned his thoughts 
to the encouragement of commerce y in which, however, he had not the. 
leaft fkill,. nor patience to. fee things brought to maturity. The intereft: 
of the Armenians began to revive ; the diftindion of chriitian and ma^ 
homme dan was weakened,, not only as a confequence of the confufiorii 
which had long, reigned in Persia, but alfo as an efFedt of blending the: 
two feds- of the sunnis and schias. A carelefs indulgence,, as well as- 
& fieixe perfecution, feem equally deftru&ive of true religion.. Morale 
duties, and mutual confidences, are the natural effedts of religion, and as 
effential to the. encouragement of commerce, as to the fupport of a ftate 

*> April 1.716*. 



n * THE HISTORY OF Part IV. 

1736, in general. What profpeft then had the Persians of a happy reign* 
Under a man whofe whole Hie had been guided by principles diametrically 
oppofite to thefe duties ? 

The infetiable avarice *>f the eunuchs and minifters of the weak and 
unfortunate hussein, had fuffered many of the public buildings in Isfa- 
han to fall to decay, and private houfes were in no better condition n $ 
the Afghans had not repaired them, nor was nadir inclined to recom* 
mend any expence of that nature. The fame paflion of covetoufneft 
poflefled his breaft, as it had done thefe of the eunuchs in the former 
reign, though the objeds they pursued were very different. However, 
he caufed the walls to be repaired, and put the city in a better ftate of 
defence. He alfo made a diftribution of feveral lands, in order to their 
cultivation, referving to himfelf a considerable part of their produce. To 
<thefd whom poverty had reduced to the lowed ebb, he caufed grain to 
fce given, alfo fach fmall fums as were necefliry to provide the utenfils of 
hufbandry. Thus he confulted, in fome meafure, what was eflential to 
the fupport of the ftate j but at the fame time* the chief object of his care 
was the maintenance of his army. 

Though the late campaign had been atttended with fuch great fuccefs, 
-Vet the common accidents of war had leflened the number of his forces * 
for which reafon, he fent into all parts for recruits : this -diftrefled the 
inhabitants in a double refpe&, as thofe fit to bear arms were the moll 
proper for hufbandryj *nd the more his army was augmented, the greater 
neceffity he was under for a large fupply of money. Agriculture, manu*- 
tfa&ures, and commerce in general, had been declining very fail fome 
years before the fatal invafion of the Afghans $ during their reign, the 
ftate was plunged ftill deeper in mifery $ and, fince their expirifion, fcarce 
any thing had been heard but the din of war. There is Something ama- 
zingly produ€Kve of fatisfadion in the notion of conqueft : every fub* 
]c&. in a military government, is apt to raife himfelf in his own efteem, 
in proportion to the achievements and viftories of his fovereign ; tho' 
&ch victories may be the vety occ^fion of their mifery. Nadir had 

indeed 

■ Sec Vol. 1. page a Jo. 3 



indeed made a rapid progrefs in his conqueft j but this ferved only to de- 1736, 
lude the people with an imaginary felicity, no longer durable than the 
firft tranfport of a tumultuous joy. 

; The fums ; which n^ 1$ v^antc$L for the jprofecutiongof his defigns were 
very^onfiderable, and could not be colle&ed without the utmoft feve- 
rity. He therefore fentjiis officer? ° to all the cities and provinces in the 
^mpirei where* money, drovifibns, horfes, arms* or, aqy of the imple- 
ments of war could be procured $ charging them to execute their com* 
millions, with the utmpft .di/patch, . as the clqfe of the, year was^ag* 
jfointfed for his interred expedition. \. 

It is reafonable. to prefutoe^ that he had projedted th* caaqueflr of thd 
moghol's empire. What encouragement he had to expedt fuccefs, we 
fliall hdte occafion tor rehire. In the height of his victories over ths 
'Turks, he* wbufd fcarce* 4aVe directed his arms a different way, without 
good affurance that this enterprize was pra&icabl'e. He made, indeed^ 
no other profeflion* than that of fubduing the Afghans of kandahar ; 
an undertaking by no' means' below his character as a great* captain. Per ^ 
sia was delivered from the yoke of thofe people* but not l revenged; 
Their invafion was considered as a rebellion, and as fuch ought to be 
thaAifed -, nor were thefe people xrr tfremfel ves a contemptible enemy, 
either with regard to their numbers; their moatioiV of their ' bravery*. 1 
HqssEiN khan, the brother of macJhmud, who enjoyed the fovereignty 
of kanpahar, had refufed to come into Persia at the fummons wliifh 
nadir fent to him; and as he had put himielf in a condition of de- 
fence, it was very plain he meant to fupport the independency of the 

AFGHAN6. ' * 

After the concluiion of the peace with the turKs, nadir fent another . 
ttmbaflador to the grand fignior, with* fever al magnificent prefents, among 
which was an elephant of a- very extraordinary fize. Having therefore 
nothing to apprehend from any of his neighbours; the end 'of tftis'ydj 
he prepared to fet out on his eaftera expedition* .. ' . /. * '.• 

• Muhassils, or colle^or$ of taxes, an4 other fuch kind of duty. - >f 

Vol. IV. S • ' : * •« ' '' C H*A *P. 
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CHAP. xvn. 

A fvccintt account of the incur/ion of the mahamattas, and the enmity 
between kizam al muluck, governor ofr>ECCAH> and detran khah> 
tbefirft mimfier i^mahommed shah, emperor gf hindostah, with the 
general Jiate of bis court from 1720 to 1756, preparatory to the expedi- 
tion of NADIR 5HAH into INDIA. 

1736; TQ E FORE we enter upon a relation of the famous march of nadir 
J3 shah into india, it may be proper to give a fhort account of the 
fituation of afiairs at that time in the moghol's empire. 



In 1720, sultan Ibrahim having rebelled againft mahommed shah,. 
his general abdaixah khan took occafion to pillage the rich throne of 
the moghol * of ks diamonds, and raifed a great army* This general was 
jfbon defeated, and taken prifoner * ; the young fultan was confined, and the 
government feemed to be again eftablifhed. Some time after, nizam ai» 
jmluluck r , governor of deccan 9 , grown too powerful for a fubjed, could 
not be contained within the bounds of duty, but appropriated the revenues 
of his province towards the maintenance of an army, which he employed 
in fubje&ing the adjacent countries. 

He 

f This throne was made by shah jeitan, and reported to have cod eleven millions fterling. 

• This general died feme months afterwards of his wounds, and it is remarkable that forty-five 
women of has wives, concubines, relations, and domeftks, burnt themfelves in one room, the day 
after his death. Formerly, none but the wives of the brahmins or ihdi ah priefts had this barba- 
rous privilege ; but face the government has devolved upon the raj as, it has been often praftifed 
far feme of the wives of princes and others to burn themfelves when their huihands die. Some of thefe 
princes are independent of the mochol, and govern diftinft tribes, called raijfovTs, who are 
tfteemed the beft foldiers in india. This cuftom of burning is ftriltly forbid by the mahommbdav, 
wfckhrit the cfablifhed religion; but feme of the ibyd and iatta* families, through the mere 
face of pride tall into this cuftom ; and, to evade the laws, fet their apartments on flames, and thus 
4eftroy themfelves. There is -no compulfion to this facrifice in any part of india ; but the minds 
of the people are fo ftrongly tainted with an opinion of its being honourable to the furviving rela- 
4bns of the party, that money has been often given to obtain the confent of a governor for the 
fterty of deftroying themfelves. " [ This word fignifies him who puis the empire b order, 

wrote nutiiM. 
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He pretended to keep the maharrattas t from making inroads into 1736. 
dominions of the moghql. Thefc people had impofed a heavy trU 
bute on their neighbours, and taken poffeflion of feveral places of confe- 
rence. They made inc»rfion6 as far as the province of malva, killed the 
governor, and feized all his treafures. From thence they direded their 
courfe to cuzurat, the inhabitants of which they treated as a conquered 
people ; after which they returned eaftward as ftr as gualiar, laying 
the country under contribution : the peafants implored the protection of 
the emperor, and the whole court was under great alarms. 

The great mochol therefore ordered an army to be provided ; and 
devran khan*, his firft minifter and alfo his vizir with feveral other 
omras^, were appointed to command it. Inftead of giving battle to the 
maharrattas, whofe numbers were much inferior to the emperor's 
troops, they made a compofition to pay a fourth part * of the revenues 
of dehlie, on condition that they would retire, and lay down their 
arms. Thefe lords then returned home in purfuit of their pleafures. The 
whole court was devoted to amufement, and appeared in fome meafure 
in the circumftances in which that of shah hussein had lately been, in 

PERSIA. 

♦ 
The pufillanimous conduct of thefe generals, was the occafion that 
bajeerau, at the head of his maharrattas, took up arms again the 
next year, notwithftanding the contribution agreed for had been punctually 
paid. They plundered many places, and intended to march as far as 
akbar abad y . Upon this, devran khan and the vizir marched 
againft them a fecond time, and got up with them a little after they 
pafled the river jumna, intending to penetrate the province* of s a adit 
khan. But this general having notice of their defign, marched againft 

S 2 them 

* 

* Thefe people are fometfmes called ganfms ; they inhabit the hither isdia* 

* He was the p^ymafter-general of the empire, whom they call bukhshi. * w Omr a h 
the plural of emir, fignifying prince or great, a title given to peffons of the firft rank in India,*? 
already explained ; this word is aHb wrote umbras.* * This they call chot, a tribatt 
which h s been often attempted to be impofed on the more peaceable Indians. y Agk a, 
this was formerly the capital. * Mr. frascr and Mr. otter mention this a; the pro- 
vince of audih, which the former places beyond pen jab ; this muft be a miftakc, or the ma- 
harrattas muA have travelled over a vaft traft of country. 
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1736. them with a great force, and defeated them: de v$ an # kh an and jhe 
vizir having joined saadit khan, purfued the maharrattas, who 
were intercepted by a ftrong body of moghols, and put to flight. The 
offence which saadit khan took at the compromife made by de- 
vran khan with thefe free-bootefs, together with the great opihion he 
had conceived of his own merit, were the chief occafion of his retir> 
ing.to his province difcontented. s 

• 

In the mean t«re, auhommed shah was not ignorant that njzaw a*. 
muluck was the real author of thefe 4iforders 5 wjiish it wauld hardly 
be poffible to prevent, unlefs he returned court. The emperor there- 
fore fent him an invitation under the ftrongeft aflurances, not only of fe- 
curity to his perfon, but alfo that nothing (hould be wanting to give hiiri 
pleafure. This man was the moft diftinguifhed for hi6 abilities of any 
of the Indian lords : their cabals were the chief occafion of plunging 
the ftate into difficulties : he had often recommended the adminiftration 
of juftice as praftifed in the reigns of the former emperors, particularly 
that of his old-mader auringzebe * 5 btit the unhappy fituation of th6 
court rendered his advice ineffectual, fo that he retired to his govern- 
ment very- much difgufted. He was irritated againft devran khan and 
other omras, who had acquired an afcendency over the empetor, and 
croffed all the racafurps which he had propofed, whilft he £w the court 
abandoned to buffoons and loofe wjomen. - 

Nizam al muluck having been follicited to return to court, at length 
refolved to comply : but he left his fon ghazi o'din jchan to command 
in his province. He did not acknowledge that he had favoured the in- ■ 

curfions of the maharrattasj on the contrary, he declared that he J 

had fupported himfelf when the seyds 1 * would have taken his govern- 
ment from him ; adding to this effed : " It pleafed the Almighty that I 
" baffled all their defigns, in confequence of which I was mifreprefented 
<c at court. Your majefty alfo, induced by their intrigues^ intended „to 
*' come againft me with a mighty army, but heaven diverted the defign, 

" and 

• This prince died in 1707, after a happy reign of fifty lunar years. b Hossan ali 

khan and abdallah khan, who favoured the young sultan Ibrahim already mentioned. - 
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." ,and jw dU n?c')tbe juftiee *o believe itae * faithful fernst". The 1736^ 
credulous ecnptcor pefftiaded of his integrity, would have made hitti his 
vizir, but be pleaded that he was a ft£R y$ jsh, jand therefore not inclined 
to accept of fo high, a ftation 5 that there were many perfons about the 
court more capable of .executing To high an office, and cpafequently he 
defired to be.excufed. 

This lord however met a very gracious reception, and wa9 honour- 
<d with the .title of as#f jah»% He foon <iifcovefed tfcat things 
were not meaded* that be v ran khan had -his- matter's ear, and 
,109k jpaios to render jhim ridiculous; even in the Emperor's prefenee 
iie mentioned hmx wkb the higbeft mark of contempt, giving him the 
name of a sheat '. Such infolencies as this .could net be N reliflied by -a 
man of his fpirit : he at length declined coming to court, and fecretly 
meditated revenge. 

w 

A true fei>fe of feumaoity, md a right knowledge of mankind, can 
.alone fupport us under fuch orcumftances. if either of thefe is want- 
jng, the corruption of the heart is apt to lead us to deftroy thofe, who 
are the oceafion of our humiliation. When the imagination is fet at 
work, pride, fuggefts a thoufand expedients^ and where power is added,, 
what mifchiefs will it not effedt ? But wbilft the fhaft is aimed at one, 
they forget thaf millions may feel the wound. 

The vusir had made a double inter-marriage of his fon and . daughter, 
to the fon and daughter of nizam al mujldck, from whence the 
- latter hoped to eftabliih an intereft with him, in oppofition to the other 
lords 3 and what he could not re&ify by his counfels, to confound by his< 
intrigues. The vizir however took the oppofite party, and declined all 
violent meafures, except fuch as gratified his own avarice. This enraged 
the haughty Indian fo much the more ; that rather than not gratify his 
private refentment, he refolved to ufe the arm of a foreign eqemy. He 
knew thatsAADiT khan, governor of audih, was become a male-con- 
tent 

c Asof jah fignifies in rank as asof, the name of him who is pretended to have been vizir to 
solomon. d Maimoundgi. This word fignifies a quack doftor or cheat ; but here ap- 

plicable to his cajoling addrefs. 
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*736* tent as wdi as htmfelf* he therefore entered into a iecret correfpondence 
with him, and it is laid they both joined to inform wadir shah of the 
{late of affairs at the moghol's court. 

Tho* it is granted, that nizam al muluck: might be a&uated by a 
fpirit of revenge, it feeins to me highly probable that nadir did not 
ftand in need of fuch inftruments, for the execution of his ambitious 
defigns. It can hardly be imagined, that he was ignorant of the ge- 
neral ftate of affairs in that empire, or of the immense riches poflefled 
by the moghojl. He knew alio the valour of his own troops, and 
the effeminacy of the Indians; how eafy is it then to believe, that a 
projett of this nature might be formed by fo ambitious a man, whofe 
neceffities for the fupport of his army would tempt him to a defperate 
*nterprize i 

But it is not my bufinefs as an hiftorian to enter very deep into the more 
fecret fprings of his conduct, which can be determined only by confe- 
rences, and of <thefe every reader ought to be permitted to judge 3 where 
the caufes of events cannot be clearly traced out, the mind may exercife 
its faculty, in paffing that judgment which feems mod confident. 

It appears to me, that tho 9 nadir had the wifdom to keep his own 
counfel, he had taken the refolution of marching into india, in that 
exultation of heart, which arofe from his great fuccefs againft the turks. 
The war, in which they were already engaged with the Russians, was 
certainly an additional reafon of his carrying this defign into execution. 

Having refolved upon this expedition, he nominated his ion riza 
kouli myrza* regent of Persia. This young man had already given 
feveral marks of a genius very like his father's, fo that from a fimilarity 
of difpofition nadir added the affe&ion of a friend to paternal love # 
and flattered himfelf into a belief, that the government would be fecure 
in his fon's hands. 

• His fether being now declared king, the tide of m t rza or prince of courfe belongs to the fon, 
and by this name we lhall hereafter call Lim. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XVIII. 

Reflexions on the different cbaraBer of Alexander the great and 
nadir shah. Moral confederations on falfe glory. Motives to Ale- 
xander and nadir' j invading india. Nadir leaves Isfahan in 

DECEMBER 1 736. ConduSf of HUSSEIN KHAN, governor Of KANDA- 
HAR, and of the Afghans. Riza kouli vlykzk fubdues the ousbegs 
of balkh and Bokhara. His indifcreet conduSl in Persia. Indian 
lords correfpond with nadir. 

m 

IN reviewing the expedition of nadir shah into india, the detail of 17360 
which contains the moft memorable part of this hiftory, the reader 
will indulge the inclination, to which the fubjeft naturally leads me, of 
making fome companion between this enterprise, and that of the cele- 
brated Macedonian hero. It evidently appears, that thefe ravagers of 
the eaffcern world, Alexander and nadir, were aduatcd by the fame 
predominant paffion j an unbounded defire of conqueft : Alexander in** 
deed had the ftrongeft defire of fame and glory ; nadir added to his de- 
light in military achievements, an infatiable thirft of accumulating riches. 
The one reigned by right of birth 5 the other by an ufurped power 5 a 
power which could not be fupported without a great military force, nor 
that force without great treafures. 

1 

As an ordinary effeft of their intrepidity and rapid conquefls, both were 
the idols of their foldiers; till nadir became cruel and avaricious. Ale- 
xander was moft beloved ; nadir moft feared. The one affeftcd a 
love to mankind s the other did not fo much as pretend to adt upon 
principles of humanity. Both appear to us as obje&s of terror and afto* 
nifhment; but whilft fome mixture of love or compaffion is due to 
Alexander's memory ; nadir can only excite our hatred. The one 
had a real generofity in. his nature, and a noblenefs of fentiment,. culti- 
vated by a liberal education ; the other, tho' fuperior in natural parts, 
was cunning, deceitful, and illiterate. 

1 Had 
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1736, Had Alexander been born to ah humble fortune, perhaps he might 
have given greater proofs of true- heroiftn> than as a mighty prince and 
conqueror ; his heart was formed to a love of virtue, but not in a degree, 
equal to his power* Though he was not cruel, he killed his intimate* 
friend f ; though coritinent', he burnt a city h to pleale a trumpet. Is* 
it A virtue to dlftrefs mankind ! A condud fo injurious as his, may 
entitle him to the fame of a conqueror*, but not of a hero. Nadir 
' himfeff had* qualities, which are fometimes called virtues ; yet we are 
fllfcf thai? nd'pfrhce, Without 'renouncing humanity, .can be in Tdve with 
fuch a character 5 nor can future ages product ah imitator, ■ without ex- 
hibiting a pi&ure {haded with gloom and horror. 

Hamad * nature in all *ge* a®d cowrtt mi i* the fame ; bat tke fecrel 
cmfes hy which one man diScre.fo .taufch fropft anotHer^ arfe not fo appa-/ 
rent as tftt affefttf of di^qrjent ednc^tiotis; . Theite are few countries which 
have not hed their AtEXANDBi^s or their ".NADiii; ma* aSaaced by a 
certain her out Jfpirtt of ooirlieary enlhufiafm ; confounding all the rules of 
morality aad religion ^ exerting a booodtef* power &£ doing mifehief; 
co*bmafttHg : actions as muchr fuperior to the comprehension of vulgar 
romds, as cofctradi&ory to alb the precepts of true philosophy * and, in. 
(hort, proving by one conftant purfuit, that the corruption of human na-» 
tare may carry mankind much farther to do evil, by the fubfcrviency of * 
others as wicked, tho' not fo brave as themfelvea, . than all &e principles 
of virtue can lead us to do good, for want of virtuous inftruments. 

If we look back to paft ages-, we find the world diftrefled by men of* 
this ftarnp, under the fpecjoUs name of conqueft. How intoxicating is 
the love of fame in the br$&& of a prince, turned to war I whole ge- 
nius is peculiar^ A ipiHtaty# .The v^in bcaaft of. triumphs feertre to divert: 
them from airtheitghjtSiOfjwjrtsilit)^. and tetnptd them to deify them-i 
felves ia th^ir pwji $Aeem. . Amidft the din of war, a truefenfe o£ 
humanity i& confounded, arrd-heaven itfeif appears amiable only in its- 
thunder. 3 

The 



f Clitvs. 



* With refpett to the wife of darius. 



k Persepolis. 
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The natural greatnefs of the mind in men born to empire, fcems to 17361 
find no objeft adequate to it, except in conqueft and power. Men of 
understanding indeed difcover the delufion j age and experience opens 
their eyes, and brings them down to the level of other mortals ; it con- 
vinces them that the exercife of reafon, in whatever ftation heaven has 
placed us, is the only folid glory : this paffion for conqueft will then ap- 
pear in its true garb of diftrefs and horror. Religion fteps in to unveil 
this pretender ; and by {hewing us what the rule of the divine admini- 
ftration is, opens a fcene of real and tranfeendent joys, which carries up 
the mind to the true fource of greatnefs. 

What juft reafon can be aligned for the invafion of india by alexan- 
per ? Tho' his conqueft of darius may be cenfured by hiftorians as rafh 
and extravagant, as unguided by experience, and unfupported by wifdom $ 
yet if we confider the events previous to it, we (hall find his conduct cor- 
refpondent with the rule of princes in later ages. The expedition of 
xerxes, and other attempts made by the Persians to enflave the Gre- 
cian republics, could not be eafily forgotten. To prevent any future 
defign of the fame nature, was to take the firft favourable opportunity of 
humbling the tersi ans. There was no other way to filence their fcru- 
pies, to gratify their jealoufy, nor to appeafe their refentment. 

The Persian monarchy in the reign of darius began to fink, in fome 
meafure, under its own weight. Wealth had created luxury ; luxury, 
corruption ; both thefe contributed to the difunion and effeminacy of the 
people, and rendered them an eafy conqueft. If the unhappy circum- 
ftances of Persia at that time, were a concomitant motive to Alexan- 
der's invafion, it did not invalidate the ftronger reafons of felf-pre- 
fervation. 

Nadir had been lefs criminal, if the fame motives had carried him 
into india ; but his expedition was certainly founded as much in avarice 
as ambition, or a fond notion of glory. 

It is now two thoufand and eighty-fix years fince Alexander made 

his expedition into india. Will the fame of nadir laft fo long ? The 

Vol. IV. T arts 
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1736* arts and 'learning' Qf Greece, afforded 'the means of tranfmittirig down 
the feats of the Macedonian hero in a clearer manner, than the lights' 
we receive from Persia uftder her prefent circumftances, even in re- 
gard to what happened but as yefterday. Some events however may he 
traced but, and afford that 1 fort of pleafure, which the mind. feels in the 
contemplation of objefts of terror, whilft we enjoy, |n a calfti repofe, 
all tHc tranfporting charms of liberty, and all the happy effeds of a well 
regulated government. 

About the end of December 1736, nadir sha« began his toirch with 
eighty thoufand men, of which the greateft part were cavalry* In a fliort 
time he was followed by a body of near thirty thoufand tfiefi, under 'the 
command of tjehmas khan, his lieutenant 5 . The fhorfeft rout to 
kandahar would have been by kherman; but it was hardly poffible 
that fo vaft an army could l>e fupported in a barren and'defolate country: 
he therefore marched towards casbin k , from whence he diredled his 
courfe through khorasan ; but we have no particular mention of him 
afterwards, till his arrivalnear kandahar. 

We have already given a fhort account l of this province, the fource 
of thofe numerous. calamities in which persia was involved. Wkat re* 
putation the inhabitants had acquired as warriors, has alfo appeared in the 
courfe of this narrative. Hussein khan, the brother of maghmud, who 
was murdered by ashreff, commanded in this place $ he was' a foldier 
of approved refolution, and actuated not only by the ambition of remain- 
ing independent, but alfo by the hopes of revenging himfelf of the 
Persians for the flaughter of his countrymen. He ftrengthehed his alii— 
atice with the tartars of balkh and samarcand, and alfo with the 
feveral princes of the mountains, who were in hopes of fcreenfng them- 
felves from the tyranny df the Persian yoke. The force he had col- 
lected is faid to have been above thirty thoufand men ; and the quantity 
of provifions laid into the city of kandahar was fufficient for a very 
.long fiege. 

The 

1 VEKiLor vekeel. k Some accounts mention his going by the way of k her man, 

which is very natural to fuppofe, had that rout been practicable to a great army. J Vol. III. 

Chap./III. 
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The k#an, however, did .not chufe to. fbut hjmfelf up. immediately 1737, 
within walls, bv^t determined to try if hq could not flop theprogrefs of 
fp mighty an army, conduced by fo experienced a general* The great 
reputation of nadir did not intimidate thofe brave mountaineers the af- 
qhans, who had fo often triumphed over the Persians. JIusseIn 
khan therefore marched a large tjody of his men Jo the banks of a river, 
which is a branch of the hindmend, there to difpute the paffage. They 
fupported themfelves for foqae time, but »t length were obliged to retire, 
$fter tl^e lofs of near two thoi|fyid mpn. Napir thep advanced, in order 
to invert kandaha^. As he had no heayy artillery \yrith. hira, it vyas 
impoffible he fhould reduce a fortification fq advaot^geoufly fituated, by t 
any other means than by famine $ he determined therefore only to 
blockade it. 

Hussein khan was not infenfible of his danger; he offered to ac- 
knowledge nadirY fovereignty, and .as a tributary .prince to pay him 
homage, on condition he would retire, to her at without committing " 
any further hostilities. This was too mean .an object for nadir's ambi- 
tion : their terms not being accepted, the befieged refolved to try the for- 
tune of the .arms. This extraordinary fiege lafted till the clofe of the 
year. In the interim, the garrifon made many fallies, ' which coft much 
blood on froth fides : one in particular, about the beginning of august, 
with the greateft part of the Afghan troops, who attacked the Per- 
sians with fuch impetuofity, that it was with the utmoft difficulty they m 

flood the fhock. 

- 

Nadir c^ufed a number of houfes to be built here, as he had done 

• ' . * 

before at bagdat j afiuqng hussein khan> that he would not decamp 
till he had taken the place. The communication with Persia was fup- 
ported, by means of the numerous detachments which were fent to fcour 
the country. In the interim, t^ehmas khan, his lieutenant, arrived with 
a reinforcement of thirty thoufand men, fo that he was in a conditio!) to 
difperfe. all the flying parties which had incommoded his camp* . 

It is remarkable, that jn the fqveral fallies iqade by the Afghans, they 
took a great number of horfes belonging to the Persians, and carried 

TV them 



1 
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1737. them into the city : thefe being food familiar to them, contributed in a 
great degree to draw out the fiege to an extraordinary length. Nadir 
being mortified with fuch delays, entered at length into a treaty with 
hussein khan, and confirmed him in his government, upon condition that 
he would furrender the town, and that his army might be recruited with 
thofe foldiers who had behaved fo gallantly in the defence of the place. 

During the fiege of kandahar, nadir shah knowing the difficulties 
he fhould encounter, fent orders to riza kouli myrza, whom he left 
at mesghed, to march with a body of troops and attack the ousbeg 
tartars of balkh m , in order to make a diverfion, or at leaft to prevent 
any fuccours coming to the Afghans from that quarter. Riza kouli 
myrza fucceeded in this enterprize j and from thence marched againft 
the ousbegs of Bokhara, who, in the interim, had made incurfions 
into khorasan. Having brought thefe tartars alfo into fubje&ion, he 
. returned victorious to mesched. 

This young prince was in nothing inferior to his father, except the 
article of experience and judgment, as he plainly {hewed, now that he 
was at liberty to aft as the fovereign of Persia. Nadir had appointed 
his brother Ibrahim, governor of aderbeitzan, and made him inde- 
pendent of his fon. He alfo charged the prince to undertake nothing 
of moment, as far as the diftance of their fituation, and the circutq- 
ftances of affairs would admit, without the advice of his uncle ibrahim. 
The lesgees, taking the advantage of nadir's abfence, had invaded 
shirvan. Ibrahim khan, who refided at tavris, put himfelf at the 
head of a body of forces to oppofe their progrefs, and coming to an en* 
gagement with them, he was killed in the field. 

The 

* Tlixs is the place where tamerianb deceived the enfigns of fovercignty in 1370. This great 
conqueror was born at KE43H, a day's journey from iamarcamd, in 1336, and fpread his conquefis 
over the neighbouring countries into inoia, as far as dbulii. Asia minor, syri a, and icypt, 
alfo fubmitted to him, and he was victorious over badj azet the emperor of the turks. He fell 
ftckat atrar* upon his march againft the tartars on the borders of chjna, and died in **- 
hrvary 1405. Samarcand in his time was a city of great note ; but the inceflant wars of that 
Country, Jiave reduced it to mean condition. 
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The prince being now free of all bars to his authority, difplaced ha* *737i 
tem beg from his government of Isfahan, tho- he was reputed a man 
of ikill and integrity ; and what added to this imprudence, he placed in 
his room a man of a low birth and cruel difpofition \ This a&ion was 
•followed by many others of a more oppreflive nature, fo that whilft na- 
dir was victorious abroad, the people laboured under. a tyrannical yoke 
at home : this ferved to foment that fatal ipirit of rebellion, to which 
the Persians were too prone without fuch provocation. 

To return to nadir, whom we left in poficffion of kandahar; 
during the tedious fiege in which he had been engaged, fome difcon- 
tented lords, belonging to the moghoi/s court, are faid to have held a 
treafonable correfpondence with him ; among thefe were nizam al mc/- 
luck, governor of deccan, who was at dehlie, and saadit khan, 
governor of audih. Nadir, who was a mailer of intrigue and negotia- 
tion, being informed of the ftate of the moghol's court, and the feeble 
condition of that prince's army, flattered the paffions of thofe who were 
difpofed to revolt, or fecretly to favour his defigns 5 and amufed them 
with promifes of his protection, and other private advantages, which 
would accrue to them in confequence of the fuccefs of his enterprize. 

- Before nadir could penetrate into India, he had feveral difficulties 
to encounter. He was too good a general to make an abfolute declant- 
, tion of his intentions °, tho' they were apparent enough. It was near 
• the middle of this year, before he began his march to cabul. That 
he might leave no enemy behind him, fome time had been fpent in ne- 
gotiating with the princes p of the country bordering on kandahar, 
who were tributary to the great moghol, particularly thofe of langor, 
bost, and giarura. To fome of thefe he made large prefents, and 

others 

* It is remarkable that the Persians are very unfkilled tn the art of phyfick, notwithstanding 
their faith in phyficians is very great. This governor happened to labour under a diiteinpcr, which 
after fome months had baffled the ikill of thofe who undertook his cure, for whifh reafon he ordered 
them to be lined, and feverely beaten ; fuch was the man whom the regent had preferred to the go- 
vernment of Isfahan. • Moil accounts make him oftentattous in this inflanre alfo, tho* 
it was by no means confident with his fafety, either in regard to the turxs, or the enemy againft 
whom he defigned to march. * Thefe are called rajahs, who are the chiefs of thofe 
people who are diftinguilhed by the name of zbmidars, which fignifies pofttfibrs of land* 
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1 73 8* others he engaged in his fetvice, fo that he had a fair profpoft-af extend- 
ing his conqueft to the utmoft of his wifhes * however, he endeavoured 
to perfuade the Indian om&as, that he confidered the enterprise as 
impracticable. 

Nizam al muluck was informed that nadir dire&ed his march to- 
wards cabul : in order to intimidate nacir khan, who commanded 
the province and city of cabul, and sherzih khan, who was governor 
of the caftle ; he wrote to them, reprefenting the great difficulty of op- 
pofing the fortune and valour of nadir shah \ and as there was little 
reafon to hope they would be fuccoured by the imperial troops* they 
might do well to confider, in what manner to provide for their own fe- 
curity. He wrote alfo to zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, 
who, as well as nacir khan, was in the intereft of jdevran khan, 
the great objeft of hatred to the two difcontented lords. It was fuggeft- 
ed to nadir, that if he could fecure ^ paffage through cabvl and 
lahor, where the braveft troops of india were ftationed, he would 
find little refinance in penetrating as far as the capital* 

The firft place in nadir's rout was ghorbund r , which he g*rrifoned 
with his own peqple : from thence he marched to GHozNAyi \ The 
pattans in their mountainous refidences obliged the Persians to Jkeep 
continually upon their guard, and had frequent fkirmi(hes with them. 

The terror which had been fpread at the taking of kandahai, 
facilitated the conqueft of places fo much inferior in ftrength. Ca- 
bul, efteemed the gates of india on that fide, was the next objeft 

that 

* Sometimes wrote gour-beno. This is a defile in the mountains of sableston, and the en- 
trance into the country of cour, a diftritt to the north of khan jam. Three days journey from 
thence is mi mend. The other confiderable places in this country are rustack, and the forts of 
zafer and baclam, near which it is pretended are rich mines. Between chorbvnd and abi- 
baran are feveral didridts of a delightful country. • This is fometimes called gaznin or 

cazna. It is faid to be a commercial city, the diftance of eight days journey from bam i an a 
mountainous country, where the air and water are remarkably wholefome and agreeable. The 
Turkish writers reprcfent, that in this country are no venomous animals, and that the people live 
to a great age. It was alfo the refidence of the princes of the dynafty of the caznevjds ; though 
fome, I believe, by miftake place this city in kho rasa n. See Vol. III. Note, page 23. 
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that bbftru&ed his pafikge. This city 1 is fituated on the river meh- 173$. 
ft an \ ^vdfl fortified, and very difficult of acceFs. ft was formerly of great 
corffidenrtion among the Indians; and had fribmttted to that empire f 
upon condition of the fovereign's being crowned there. Nacir khan, 
governor of the province, retired with his forces to peishor : but 
sherzih KflAi^ 'defended the city with the utmoft refolution for a wjiole 
month ; teptilfing -the attacks of the Persians with his cannon and mufke- 
try, and billing a great number of them. 

If this general had been fupported, he might have bi'd fair to oblige 
nadir to abando n h i s - an ter pr i ze .- .Before ihe rednflion of jcandahar, 
he difpatched couriers to nacir khan, whofe jurifdi&ion extended over 
the whole province ; alfo to z&kariah khan, governor of lahgr, re- 
prefenting his dangerous circumftances, and intreating them to fend him 
fuccours. He alfo made the court acquainted with the progrefs of the 
enemy j but this produced no effect Pear had feized the minds of thefe 
lords, and they determined to follow the advice of nizam al muluck, 
and fubmit to the fortune and victorious arms of the Persian king. 

Nadir carried on the fiege of cabul with great fpirit. To convince 
the Indians of his determined refolution to preferve the exadtefl: difci- 
pline towards them, as well as to fypport his own authority, he caufed 
the bellies of eighty of his foldiers to be ripped open, for no other crime 
than being prefent when one of their comrades forced an Indian woman. 

Nadir ere&cd batteries w upon the eminences near cabul, with which 
he played inceflaritly upon the town; and, at length, haying made a fuf- 
ficient breach, in the month of june he took the place by florm. Great 
part of the garrifon was put to the fwordj among thefe sherzih khan 

and 

* Here are iron mines, and aromatics* 

u This river is alfo called hazarre, or a thoufand, on account of the great number of towns, 
which are fituated on the banks. It runs from the north to the fouthward of this city, and then 
takes its courfe to the eaft. After having paffed nekierhar, four days journey lower, and peis- 
hor, two days journey farther, it goes to devav, a great city, fituated on the conflux of the waters 
of pehtchikiur*, which come from the mountains of kiouber in the weft. Half a league 
from cabul is a village and a fort of the fame name. w The artillery he had with 

him, was fuch as was portable upon camels ; of this we fliall remark further. 
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1738. and his ion fell a focriBce, though their valour feemed to have deferved 
a better fate. The conqueft of this place put the Persian king in 
poffeffion of a confiderable treafure, with a great value in jewels, arms, 
eloathing, and provifions. The former had been (hut up in vaults ever 
fince the reign of bahr shah the great moghol j and were now of the 
greater confequence to nadir, as they enabled him to pay his army. 
Betides, this was an earned: of the vaft acquisitions his foldiers muft cer- 
tainly make, if they fucceeded in the enterprize, which it was now 
apparent their king had refolved on. 



CHAP. XIX. 

the news of the taking of cabul arrives at dehlie. Meafares taken to op* 
pofe the Persian army. Jealoufy between nizam al muluck and de- 
vr an khan. Nadir fendi an embaffy and writes to mahommed shah. 
The difficulty which nadir encounters in going from cabul to the banks 
of the indus. Peishor taken. Zekariah khan, governor of lahor, 
acquaints the court ofhisftuation. The In di an army marches to karnal. 

TTJHEN the news of the taking of cabul arrived at the court of 
\ V the great moghol, this prince with all his lords were tho- 
roughly alarmed, and determined that there was no time to lofe in af- 
fembling an army to oppofe the Persians. What added to the terror of 
the court, were the advices of rajah x tchi sengue, who commanded 
a body of warlike people J about cashmir \ This prince being entirely 
in the intereft of devran khan, acquainted him, " That the enterprize 
" of nadir shah had for fome time appeared to him, as a ilep cori- 

€t certed 

* This is the title given to the feudatory indian princes. 7 Thefe are called raijpouts, 

and are efteemed the beft foldiers in india.' There are feveral tribes of them fubjeft to the ra- 
jahs, of whom fome are independent of the moghol. * Cashmir, or as it is wrote 
cishmir and kichemir, is bordered by lahor, tbbet, and biddukshan, and is reprefented 
as a moil delightful and fruitful country. The mountains with which thefe people are furrounded 
are foflrong a fortification, that, according to the Turkish writers, hardly any of the eaftern ravagers 
have penetrated into their country. They never felt any of the calamities which cinema khan, 

5 the 
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" certpd with fome of the k*d$ * of the moqhoi/$ court * tJtasferc he 1738. 
" muft be on his guards that sherzxh khan was already, fallen a facri- 
# u fice to his fidelity j and that sacir khan had deferted his province 
€c andffed to peishor : at the fame time he offered his fervice to join 
f€ the royal enfigns, and recommended to devran khan to undertake 
:<< the command of the imperial army; wh'ilft zekariah khan did 
" his utmoft to oppofe the progrefs of the enemy through lahor." 

Devran khan was fenfible of the fidelity of this prince, and faw that 
nothing but military force could five the capital from plunder, or prevent 
all the fatal confequences of war, againft fo formidable an enemy as nadir. 
He therefore reprefented to the fultan, the neceffity of marching in perfon 
at the head of his army, as far as lahok, where he might join the khans 
zekariah and nacir. This advice was approved by nizAm al mu- 
luck, who preffed the execution of it $ and to (hew a greater tender- 
nefs for the emperor, he added that his majefty ought not to expofe his 
perfon, but to flop at lahor$ whilft himfelf, and the other chiefs, 
advanced with the army towards cabul, to give the enemy, battle. 

The royal tents b , with all the parade of an Indian monarch, were 
ordered to the gardens of shalimaR, a fmall di fiance from dehlie. 
The great moghoi, himfelf Was upon his departure, when devran 
khan, to the furprize of the whole court, gave orders to fufpend the iq- 
tended expedition. This to all appearance arofe either from his jealoufy 
that nizam al muluck was in correfpondency with the enemy, or from 
his contempt of the counfels of a man whom he abhorred. But fuch 

was 

the great. turkuman conqueror, fpread over the eaft. Their capital is called sbrinekier, ami 
the river which paiTes through their country, is very confiderable, and communicates with fte 
* tchenh av above multan. The inhabitants of this country are alio remarkable for their vivacity, 
and the hfguty.of their perfons. The delicacy of their climate might naturally incline them to va- 
luptuoufnefs, but they live much according to nature, their pleafures being for the moft part jnifo. 
cent and firaple ; they love dancing and mufick, and drink wine in moderation ; they are idolater* 
of the religion of the magi, and many of them given to devotion and mortification. • The)* are 
remarkable for the manufacture of the fine faflies, in fo great ufe all over the eaft. 

a There are fevcral of thefe mochol omras, who are tartars and Persians by extraction, 
and who feemed now to be the greateft objects of the jealoufy of the rajah. b Pbisii- 

' jchankX is the term given to the royal tents and their appendagcsia inpia, 

1 Vol, IV. U < 
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1738. was the difunion of that court, x>n whom the unhappy Indians de- 
pended at this time for their fafety, 

Nizam al muluck being informed of fo unexpe&ed a change of 
counfels, returned to court, and renewed his intreaties, that the army 
might march to lahor : but the difcord which reigned among the chiefs, 
confounded all their meafures. The officers, who knew that devkan 
khan was devoted to the intereft of their mailer the great moghol, 
paid an icdpltck obedience to him, in all the expedients he tried to ob- 
ftrud: the expedition/ Thus it was difficult to determine, whether de* 
vran khan did not adt more like an open traitor, than nizam al mv- 
luck as a fccrctonc. 

Nadir having made himfelf mailer of cabul, difguifed his future 
defigos under the cloak of friendship. For this purpofe, he fent ao em* 
bafiador with a letter to mahommed shah the Indian emperor* The 
contents are as follows : 

u Be it clear to the enlightened mind of your high majefty, that my 
" taking cabul is entirely out of zeal for religion % and friend/hip for 
* you. I never imagined that a king of muflulmen would be tribu- 
w tary to the wretches of deccan*. My flay on this fide the indus 4 , 
4< is with a defign, that when thefe infidels (hall move again towards 
" hindostan *, I may fend a vi&orious army to drive them to the 
u abyfs of hell. 



«c 
u 

« . 

4t 



Hiftory abounds in proofs of the friendfliip which have fubfifted be- 
tween our kings and your majefty's royal predeceflbrs. And now, by 
mortisa ali I fwear, that I neither had, nor yet have any other 
view, than to exprefs my friendship, and fhew my concern for reli- 
*' gion. I always was, and will be a friend to your illuftrious houfe, 
* whatever fufpicions you may entertain to the contrary/' 

It 

* This lie calls islam, by which is meant fefctyj and here the word is meant to denote the ma* 
iommedam religion. d The maha*rattas, whom I have already mentioned as the 

chief difturberi^of the mooHol's empire. Thefe people are idolaters, and were at this time very 
powerful. • This river is called attok, which is the name given by the oriik- 

tals to the upper port of the indus. ' The empire in general is called hihpojta*, 

but here more peculiarly applicable -to the province of pihljj. 
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It is* very hard to reconcile the contents of this letter upon any prin- i/jifc 
ciple of common probity; but this indeed was what, na^ir had the 
leaft pretenfions to. 

Though we have obferved that cabul is the key of the weftern and 
northern parts of india, there is a confidcrable tradt of country between 
that city and the indus* which has beeiif generally confidered as the barrier. 
The cheapeft and mbft pta£ticabfe method for the execution of nadir's 
defigns, was to cultivate a good' undcrftanding with the people of thofe 
quarters. The *afis» a tribe of pattans, in that country, are remark- 
able for their valour* and might have given* him great trouble. He 
therefore entered into an alliance with them, making part of the plunder 
of cabul the price of their friend(hip« ^ ^ . 

His next ftep was to engage in his int&reft nacir khaU, who was at 
PEIShor. Tho* this chief had not the courage to remain in or neat cabul, 
the frontier town of his diftridl ; yet he was not totally intimidated. The 
court fent him no fupply of troops, but affifted him with a remittance 
q¥ forty lacks 8 of rupees ; by means of this fum he might raife forces 
to join the pattans of that province, and oppofe the enemy. Jn ex* 
pe&ation therefore of further reinforcements from dehlie, he levie4 
men, and prepared to fight the Persians. 

Nadir having left a ftrong garrifon in cabul, fent feveral meflages 
to nacir khan, to invite him to a fubmiflion ; and then continued his 
march towards peishor. Failing the behat*, and the couV he ad- 
vanced into the narrow defiles, which cover that province. Here feveral 1 
Indian princes aflembled their troops, cutting down trees, breaking* 
up roads, and ufing other inventions to obftrudt his march. The fre- 
quent attacks of thefe mountaineers, incommoded him for near a whole' ' 
month, during which fpace he loft a confiderable number of men; •• ' 

U 2 Thofe, 

» 

f A lack is 100,000 rupees of 2/. 6d. confequendy this fum makes 500,000 /. 

1 The antient name when Alexander invaded insia was cophani. *'ChOaspe. 

The borders of thefj rivers were t)iea inhabited by the aeasoci and other nation mentioned kr 
antiettt hiftorians. 
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173^ Thofe, who arc verfed in military affairs, know that k is difficult for 
an army to pafs thro 9 defiles, even when there is no enemy to oppafe* it ; 
but a long trad of mountainous country, inhabited by people acctrftomed 
to arms, muft expofe the moil formidable body of troops to .great danger. 
Nadir was at length obliged to enter into a treaty with their chiefs : he 
declared that he meant them no harm j and repre&nted to them that 
they were certainly enemies to their own intereft, by appearing in arms 
againft him, when he was ready to receive them under his .protection, to 
make them prefents, and even to engage them in his pay, that they might 
ihare his fortune in the war. 

* 

It was a favourable circumftance to kadir, that the iNOiAtt court 
had kept thefe mountaineers in arrears for their pay. All the ordinary 
emoluments k , which were wont to be allowed them, the corruption of 
the moghoi/s minifters had with-held during four years. The governors 
of the neighbouring provinces had defertcd their ports, or negleded to 
arm themfelves in a manner fuitable to the occafion. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances, thefe people liftened to nadir's proportions, and at length 
not only opened a free paffage to him, but numbers of them enlHled them- 
felves in his army, infomuch that it foon became as ftrong as when he left 
kandahar. The safis in particular, after they had joined the Per- 
sians, condudted nadir the fafeft and (horteft way to peishor. 

It is natural to conclude, that the Persian king expedted that fuch 
ads of hoftility would alarm the indian court, and not only occa- 
fion the greater preparations to oppofe him, but probably induce them 
to remove a great part of their riches. Whatever bis motive might be, 
he fent another embafly to the great moghol. Mahommed khan, 
turkuman 1 , was chofen for this purpofe, and difpatched in the 
month of august, with offers of friendship, and to demand the fum 

of 

* The revenues of this mountainous country being infufficient to maintain a body of troops able 
to guard the frontiers, a certain fum of money was appointed to be annually remitted them, but of 
late years it had been neglefted 

1 The fame may be obferved here of turkuman as before of b a louchb, viz. that thefe officers 
are diftinguiihed by their countries. 
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■ 

of fourcrores 1 , and four provinces *-, as if nadir by this taeans in- 173B. 
tended to enter into a composition, or to render the refufal a more fpedous 
pretence for further hofttlkies. 

Peishor not lying dire&ly in the rout, i*adir left the main body of 
his army, and marched with a detachment of cavalry towards that city. 
Nacir ki<An had coileded a body of troops, but few of them had 
any experience : the greateft part not fufpe&ing that the Persian army 
could have paffed the defiles with fuch expedition, • deferted upon the 
approach of the enemy. Nactr was thus left in the neighbourhood 
of peishor, with feven thoufand men only ; however, he caufed an in- 
trenchment to be thrown up, and with this fmail body he made a gallant 
defence for fome hours ; but the Persians at length forced his lines. 
Mod of thofe who efcaped the fword, were taken prifoners. The 
neighbouring pattans being now difpofed to court the friendship of 
nadir, delivered up into his hand nacir khan, who fled from peis- 
hor. The proof this general had given of bravery and fidelity, under 
fuch great difadvantages, engaged the efteetft of nadir. He imprifoned 
him for fome days, but afterwards promifed him that protection which 
he had not receivdd from the. mogholV court; and by threats and fair 
words he won this brave man to his intereft. 

The efFeft of this vi&ory was the taking of peishor, which nadir 
foon after entered in triumph. Nothing is faid concerning the riches of 
this city, tho* we mtift affign forte proportion of wealth to it, fince it 
is rcprefented of confiderable extebt, and the capital of a province. 

On the news that peishor was taken, and that nadir shah was pre* 
paring to pafs the indus, the moghol's court, already in great diforder, 
•was ftruck with terror. From, peishor ;to dehlie is 450 miles". In 
this diftance are feveral rivers and difficult paffes, which it was ex- 
pected would retard the march of the Persian army. The court was 
alfo flattered with hopes that zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, 

would 

1 A crore is 100 lacks, or 1,250,000/. ; confequently this demand was for five millions fterling. 
* Thtfethe Indians tall »69VA!t9. 6otrB*wt>Ai^fei*irfetra1 governor Of ^feuteaant of a 
province. ■ They reckon it 202 cofe, each cofs of 4000 yards, or 2 J mile. * 



\ 
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1.738. would form an army capable of flopping th* <pr<)gfef& of the encpy. 
Tbefe circumftances however being inibiiicieat to remove their appre- 
hensions, a whole crore of rupees ° was at .once jflued out of the trea* 
fury for enlifting men j and five hundred carriage-guns of different kinds, 
with three thoufand harquebufles, were appointed for the expedition* 
befides a great number of barbed elephants, with all other appurtenances 
of oriental warriors: ' 

Devran khan and nizam almui^uck, had the joint command of 
the army. This c i re umilance alone, w^s fufficient to have rendered the 
bed proje&ed defign abortive. We need not ,go fo far as indi a, to fee the 
fad effe&s of thofe enterprises, which aie left to the jojnt n>an^gficpent of 
men at enmity with each other. The third of December they pitched 
their tenis.iq^he neighbourhood of dehlie. . S^adit khan, the go- 
vernor of audih, was fent for. to court to join the other chiefs, . qj: to 
command the emperor's guards. This prince was already difpofed to re- 
treat to cassi benaris ', but the chiefs entreated him to continue with 
them; reprefenting, that his abfence would be dangerous to the (late, 
under fuch critical circumftances. 

Zekariah khaNj in the mean while, acquainted the court of the 
dangerous fituation he was in ; that feveral of the tribes in the mountain - 
jo us Country had joined the Persians ; and that if they did not fend him 
art immediate fupport, he could not make head againft the enemy. The 
merchants and many other perfons of the greateft property in iahor, 
in the mean while retired with their effects. 

The pomp and ceremony of the imperial army of india, was at 
length fettled. This was one of the moil brilliant and numerous, thQ* 
not the moft formidable, that had for many ages appeared in the eaft. 
Itsonfifted of near two hundred thoufand fighting men, of which a great 
part was cavalry. Mahommed shah, the great moghol, command*- 
ed in perfon, and nothing efiential to the majefty of his throne was want? 
ing, except wifdom, valour, and unanimity. 

At 

• 1,250*000/. * A city ia the province of mbiujap, ftmous (ot the devotion which 

is paid thcrp. 

A 
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At length, after flow marches, and receiving feveral reinforcements on 173?. 
the road, they pitched their tents in the plains of karnal, fifty- five 
leagues from the capital. The young prince, sultan achmed, had an 
equipage prepared for him; with great pomp and fplendor, and was ap- 
pointed commander of the van guard q . 

The circuit of the camp tvas very large*, fortified with intrenchmeats, 
and a great part of it lengthened with artillery, In the center were the 
emperor's own quarters f s thofe of nizam al muluck fronted them; 
and under him was the particular ordnance of the court, and the train 
belonging to it. On the right wing was devran khan, the prime mi- 
nifter, with five other lords under his command ; kummir o'din ' khan, 
with three omr as, comebanded on the left i behind thefe were many ge- 
neral officers, whole names would rather confound than delight the reader, 

1 

and among tbem were the ja ats and aheers \ Though the fovereign 
commanded in perfon, yet each lord feemed to be uncontroulable with 
regard to the refpetfive body under him. 

Nizam al muluck, inftead of taking pains to encourage his fbldiers, 
teprefented the valour and fortune of the Persian king as irrefiftible. It 
is probable, that the inexperience of the Indians in the art of war, muft 
in any cafe have rendered them inferior to the veteran foldiers of nadir 
shah; but if we confider the unhappy fituation of this numerous army, 
it feemed to be colle&ed only for the derifion of the Persians. 

* They call this the harol, which fignifies either the van-guard, or the tide of the officer that] 
commands any body of forces, which advances at the head of an Indian army. 

T Some writers mention it a* twelve mite) hot we cannot fippofe they made iatrenchments fo 
hi, or that they could defend fo vail a circuit. ' Thefe are caHed mocrcha* which, 

fignifies either barricadocs or intrenchments ; from whence we may infer he had a particular in* 
trenchment within the main circuit of the camp. * Thefe words iignify the moon of 

religion. This perfon was the viair to the CUM mocsol. , • Thefe are two dif* 

Jfercnt tribes of the Aaijfouts. 
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CHAP, n, 

Nadir* j pomp nvhen.be entered the Indian territories. His manner of 
puffing rivers. Short account of the indus : Nadir paffes this river. 
Jeminabad and lahor taken. Nadir arrives <m the plains of 

KARNAL. 

1738. "XTICTORY feetned now to cQurt the ambitious nadir: date 
V with the hopes of giving laws to this vail: empire, he affected a 
more than common ftate. 

Cossgm khan was hie atheImat doulbt * : he, with the arriz- 
begi z i were tip perfons through whom naoft of the orders were given, 
and petitions: preferred. Nadir's, fentences, a&at other times, were very 
(tunmary, and his bufinefs diipatched in a (hort tune. He required in* 
formation of every thing that palled, ind obferved a ftri<Sfc adminifhration 
of juftice: he attended bufinefs very regularly, fitting in his tent of audi- 
epce till noon; and after repofing himfelf a fliort time, he returned 
again, and remained there till the evening. His chiaux y were kept to 
their duty mors than ufual, to proclaim his victories as he pafled along $ 
befides thefe and his great officers of ftate, a confiderable number of 
young men with ftandards of red filk adorned with filver, were order- 
ed to attend upon extraordinary occafions. 

The great preparations which were making at the moghoi/s court to 
oppofe his progrefs, feemed to give him no fort of concern. On the 
contrary, he prepared himfelf to receive the homage of the Indian lords, 
and firfl: of zekariah khan, the governor of lahor. After eftablifh- 
ing a garrifon at peishor, he advanced to the banks of the indus, where 
1739. he arrived the beginning of January. He had already taken his mea~ 

5 fures 

w See Vol. Ill* page 41. Signifies fupporter of power, or as feme conftrue it, the fecurity of 
fortune ; this-is the fame perfon whom I have mentioned in Vol. I. page 258. This man was alfo 
honoured with the title of nazbm munazem, or him who fets things in order; and mothir al 
muluck, or worthy of a kingdom. * The prefenter of petitions. I The 90* 

guards mentioned in Vol. L page 25 u 
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fures for the paflage of that river. Mahommed beg % was previoufly 1739. 
detached with a confiderable body of troops, to build a fufficient number 
of boats, by means of which he might throw a bridge over the river. 
Nadir's ordinary method was to ufe two iron-chains*, to which he 
fixed the fkins of beafls blown up 5 thefe floating upon the furface, fup- 
ported the feveral parts of a fmall bridge of timber, which he carried 
with him. This chain being fecured on both fides of a river, ferved alfo. 
to hold a regular bridge of boats. 

: The indus of the antients, now more generally denominated the 
8cind, is one of the moft confiderable rivers in all asia: in indiA 
only the Ganges exceeds it. In this place it divides the provinces of 
lahor and peishor, a,nd is commonly called the attqk, from a great 
fort on the eaftern fide. It is fubjedt, like the nile, to be overflown, 
and like that is one great caufe of the fertility of its banks ; here are alfo 
numbers of crocodiles. Its courfe from north to fouth is computed to 
be 900 miles b , or' forty-two days journey. The feveral branches of it 
take different names ; the chief of which are the shoub or sielmec^us c , 
the shantrou^ the ravi e , and the viah e -, thus forming five ftreams : 
the province of lahor is for that reafon called pengab*; and is one 
of the moft fertile countries in hindostan. 

Zekariah khan did not attempt to oppofe the Persian army at 
their paflage of the attok. His real defign was to fubmit, agreeably 
to the counfel he had received from nizam al muluck ; however, to 
&ve appearances, he made preparations for a defence. Nadir marched 

dire&ly 

* This is the fame mahommbd afterwards made a khan, who was admiral of the Caspian in 
1744, and of whom I received fuch uncivil treatment, S$e Vol. I. page 222. * Some 

writers mention that nadir shah carried with him on camels a number of pieces of boats, to be 
joined upon occafion, this may be eafily confounded with the parts of a bridge, which he did 
<arry with him for the paflage of fmall rivers, and which upon an extremity might anfwer his pur- 
pofe over greater rivers. b Thefe are fometimes called leagues, but the map by no 

means allows above 12 or 1 5 degrees, confequently it cannot exceed 900 miles ; but if we take in 
4he courfe of the. feveral large branches of it, the miles may be eafily reckoned leagues. 

c The antient hyphases. * Hydaspes. • Acesines. 

f Hvdraotes. % Or five waters. 

Vol. IV. X , 
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1739. dire&ly to yeminabad, a city of fome note in the jurifdi&ion of zeka- 
riah khan. Here kullinder khan commanded with a body often 
thoufand men, defigaing to oppofe the Persians. Nacir khan, who 
now had a poft in nadir's army, was entrufted with the attack of this 
city, which the Persians took, and killed the indian general. Nadir 
had fent to zekariah khan to invite him to a fubmiffion; the mef- 
fenger was called before the general divan, and treated with fome inci- 
vility. This however was but an effedt of policy -to difguife hi$ refo- 
lution to furrender. He then marched out, and advanced above twenty 
miles from lahor, with an army of twenty thoufand men. As foon as 
he heard the fate of yeminabad, he retreated back immediately to the 
capital of the province. Here he made a (hew of defence, but after three 
days capitulated, op condition that the city fhould be fpared. 

This is the country of which porus was king, when Alexander 
made his memorable expedition into india. The neighbouring pro- 
vinces were then ruled by their refpedtive fovereigns, as we now find 
them divided by the jealoufy and corruption of their chiefs. The fcene 
of his firft exploits in india was on the banks of the gurjbus*, which 
he pailed. The eaftern fide of this part of the indus was called t axila. 
Here we find that mophis, king of the country, fubmitted to Alexan- 
der, who confirmed this Indian prince in his dominion, or in other 
words, did not commit any violence or injufticc towards him. As an 
effedt of the generofity of the Grecian hero, mophis received the name 
of taxiles. ' What future ages may think of modern hiftories, I am no 
judge; but there are numerous circumftances in antient accounts, even 
in authors of the higheft reputation, which appear as the fumes of fu- 
perftition or the creatures of fancy : we muft not however be ingenious to 
undeceive ourfelves in things ©f an indifferent nature, fo long as they give 
us pleafure. We know how hard it is to come at the truth of things 
which happened yeflerday. 

Porus, the fovereign of lahor, was exceeded by the fkili and for- 
tune, rather than by the valour of the Macedonian conqueror j he led on 

his 

> 

* l This is called at prefent rilab, being the upper part of the indus. 
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his chariots of war and embattled elephants, difdaining to yield. In 1739. 
this he feems to have judged ill ; if he had facrificed to the pride of the 
Grecian inftead of his own, and only paid the tribute of a formal fub* 
miffion, he might probably have faved the lives of twenty-three thou- 
fand Indians, who are faid to have died that day in defence of their 
liberty. Under the notion of clemency, Alexander then reftored to 
him the kingdom which he could not keep ; nor was there one good 
reafon why he conquered it. The only true beneficent attion he did, 
was to reconcile taxiles and porus. 

After fubduing Persia, and all the country as far as this place, bis 
foldiers, happily for the Indians, were at length tired of their knight- 
errantry, and infifted upon returning home ; he therefore made this the 
boundary of his vidtory in the eaft, though he had defigned to march as \ 
far as the Ganges. He returned to babylon with the name of a con- 
queror, tho' with much lefs treafure than nadir shah. In his way home 
he fubdued all the country on the banks of the indus. He fent part of 
his forces in (hips down that river into the Indian ocean ; from whence 
they entered the gulph of Persia, and directing their courfe up the 
Tigris, arrived at babylon. Thofe, who marched by land, crofled 
sablestan and segestan, not without feveral encounters with the in- 
habitants of thofe countries, in which much blood was fpilt. Thence 
traverfing per sis k , which owned the conqueror, after a perilous and 
laborious march he arrived at the feat of his empire, having been abfent 
twenty months. 

Nadir remained at lahor eight days, afid refrefhed his army in the 
gardens of shalimar 1 ; he then pafled the river shoul, and traverfing 
serhind and taniseer, he arrived with forty thoufand men in the 
neighbourhood of a village called tillauvri, which is not far from the 
plains of karnal. Here he halted to reconnoitre the fituation of the 
Indian army, and determine what meafures to purfue. After a march 
of twenty-five months for eighteen hundred and fifty miles m , he was al- 

X 2 . moft 

k Now FARsrSTAN. ' Thele gardens are of the fame name as thofe of d eh lie. 

n This computation is from Isfahan, viz. from that city to kandaharis reckoned 1040 miles, 
and from thence to d e h l i e 8 1 o. 
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173 9. moil arrived at the- fruition of the defired otyesft. It was not difficult 
in a general. of common fagacity to fcrefee, that fo vaft a multitude of 
people would not be able to fupport themfelves long in that fituation * 
and they mud either difperfe, or come to an engagement. 



CHAP. XXI. 

The nun\ber of the Persian army. Saadit khan arrives at the Indian 
camp. He and devran khan begin the engagement. Nadir's fira- 
tagem to draw the Indians to battle. Saadit khan taken prifoner r 
and devran khan mortally wounded. Nadir' s manner of oppofing the 
Indian elephants. Lofi of the Indians in the field. Dijlrefs of the 
iNpiAtf camp after the battle. Interview between nadir and nizam 
al muluck ; alfo between the Persian king and the great moghol. 
Numbers of the Indians Jlain in marauding. Mahommed shah de- 
livers himfelf into the hands of nadir. Indian ejfeSs fealed up m 
dehlie. 



NADIR was now within ten miles of the indian army. Orv 
the 1 2th of February he difpatched hahdgee khan with 
his advanced guard *, confiding of fix thoufand of the beft troops of 
i^ourdistan. His whole army amounted to near one hundred and 
Ihcty thoufand men, of which a third part were fervants and domeftics :. 
thefe having collected a fufficient number of camels, horfes °, and mules 
in their rout, were all mounted, and fome of them completely arm- 
ed. Their women, being not lefs than fix thoufand, were dreffed with 
great coats ' of crimfon cloth, after the manner of the men, and not to be 

diftin- 

* Kourrol, which is the fame as the harrol of the Indians. ° There are in the 

highland country of kandahar and cabul a finall kind of horfes called yabovs, which are very 
ferviceable. * Thefe are called barrawiuj barran fignifics rain, from whence the 

name of this coat is derived. 
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diftinguifhed at adiftancc; fo that the whole made a very formidable 173^ 
appearance. 

Nadir finding the water at tillauvri inefficient to fupply his fol- 
diers/ advanced two miles nearer the Indian army; and the 14th of 
February he encamped not far from the rear of devran khan, at a 
time when saadit khan was juft arrived in the camp of the great 
moghol, with a reinforcement of twenty thoufand men. Whatever the 
nature of saadit's treafon might have been, as foon as he faw his fel- 
low-foldiers in diftrefs for provifions, and ready to be over-whelmed by 
a powerful and fortunate arm^, the impulfe of his heart carried him 
inftantly to the tent of mahommbd shab, and with the freedom of 
a foldier he told his fovereign, that there was no time to be loft in. 
giving battle to the Persians $ that if the other generals refufed to 
follow him, he would commence the attack with fuch part of his 
troops as were come up ; defiring rather to die fword in hand, than 
fall inglorioufly into the power of an enemy through the" neceffity of 
hunger. 

Nizam al muluck, who feemed never to have intended to bring, 
things to the extremity of a battle, oppofed this counfel ; pretending,, 
according to the fuperftition of the mahommedans, that the day was- 
not fortunate ; and as there was no ' neceffity, they ought to defer it. 
Saadit khan, though fufpefted of being leagued with tLis treacherous 
minifter, had too much ardour as a foldier to be reftrained by any fuch. 
confideration. 

i 

In the mean while, the fix thoufand kourds detached by nadir shah,, 
through the defire of booty, had fallen on a party Qf the Indians, and 
began to pillage the baggage of devran khan. There was no time to 
debate: saadit khan mounted his elephant, led on his forces, andre- 
puifed the kourds, Devran khan, now roufed by a jealoufy of the 
glory of a man, whom he knew wiflied his difgrace, brought his men 
alfo to the charge immediately, with adefign to fupport saadit khan 5 
fix that the engagement grew warm on both fides. 

Nauib* 
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lyjg. Nadir, being apprifcd of what was pafling, fent a body of troops to 
affift his van -, and jealous of fupporting the reputation of his arms in 
his firft encounter, he detached three thoufand of his beft troops in three 
different bodies, and placed them in ambufli. He alfo fent a fmall body 
of five hundred men againft devran khan, and another of the fame 
number againft s a adit khan, in order to draw them into the field. 
Having then made a proper difpofition of the main body of his army, 
he advanced at the head of a thoufand afshar horfe to dired the 
battle. 

This difpofition had the defired effedU The three thoufand men in 
ambufcade falling upon the troops of s A adit khan, put them to flight, 
and took their general prifoner. Devran khan being followed by 
above twenty om-ras and general officers, at the head of their refpec- 
tive bodies, fupported his ground with great refolution, till the engage- 
ment became more general. At length having received a dangerous 
wound, he fell extended upon his elephant, and was carried off the field. 
A report that he was dead, fpread a difmay through the whole In- 
dian camp. 

There was a circumftance pretty remarkable, which I find omitted by 
thofe who have given us an account of this battle. They mention in- 
deed the elephants, but not what ufe was made of them. Thefe for- 
midable animals were condudted at the head of the Indian army, 
and armed for battle : they have ever been reprefented in eaftern wars as 
objedts of great terror j their fize, the caftles upon their backs, and all the 
apparatus of war, have been defcribed by hiftorians, painters, and poets, 
in a light which fills the imagination with dread. Nadir was not igno- 
rant in what manner the Indians fight, and therefore caufed a number 
of ftages to be made, and fixed acrofs two camels. On thefe ftages he 
laid naptha, and a mixture of combuftibles, and ordered them to be fet on 
fire. It is well known with what terror thefe huge animals behold this 
element •, fo that inftead of over-turning the Persian army, at the ap- 
2 proach 
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proach of the camels the elephants turned about, and put a great part 1739* 
of the Indian army into confufion. 

In this battle feventeen thoufand Indians were flain, among whom 
were a great number of perfons of the firft diftin&ion. Thofe who fled 
from the field, fpread terror and confufion through their whole camp. 
Several took the opportunity of plundering the tents of their own com- 
manders. Numbers, who attended the baggage brought into the field, 
fled towards deh lie, which afforded a favourable opportunity to the 
Persians to kill and pillage at difcretion. In this action not half of 
the Indian army was engaged, and only about fifty thoufand of the 
troops of nadir shah j he loft on his part only two thoufand five 
hundred men, who. were interred the fame night ; but there were near 
twice as many wounded. 

Devran khan loft his eldeft fon, and the wound he himfelf had 
received, proved mortal. His great lofs of blood occasioned his fainting : 
when he came to his fenfes, he had the additional affliction to find all his 
tents and baggage plundered j they were therefore obliged ,to carry him 
to the tents of mahommed shah, to whom he had been reported as 
killed. The fight of this favourite minifter, under thefe melancholy 
circumftances, gave the emperor the deepeft concern. In a fhort time 
after this lord died of his wounds, which feemed to give him lefs pain, 
than to behold his enemy nizam al muluck triumphing in the 
favour of his mafter, and planning fchemes to gratify his bafe refent- 
ment. 

In this confufed ftate of affairs in the Indian camp, nadir shah 
advanced to the quarters of nizam al muluck ; this general had been 
joined by feveral other lords, who drew up their forces in a line of battle, 
as if they meant to ftop the progrefs of the enemy. Night coming on s 
prevented the Persians from purfuing their vidtory. The Indian 
camp was now fo very thin, that from the emperor's own quarters to 
thofe of nizam al muluck, which was near two miles, hardly any 
people were found. In the night a grand confultation was held, in 

which 
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J 739 % which nizam al muluck related in the moft affe&ing manner, the 
deplorable ftate to which the fortune of that day had already reduced the 
court j expatiating upon the fatal effedts of war, and the danger to which 
the emperor's perfon was expofed -, that every moment brought news of 
the death of fome perfon beloved by his majefty, and of great cdnfe- 
quence to the ftate j his opinion therefore was to accommodate matters 
with nadir shah, fince they could no longer depend on the fuccefs of 
their, arms. 

The Indian monarch, though no warrior, was more inclined to truft 
to the fortune of a fecond battle, than to content to an accommodation, 
-which could be bought only at the price of immenfe treafures, and muft 
upon other accounts be inglorious. But thofe on whom he moft depended 
had been killed or dangeroufly wounded $ fo that no proper perfon could 
be found in whom to confide the command of his forces ; nor was he lefs 
at a lofs as to the dire&ion of his councils. Whatever fufpicions he might 
entertain of nizam al muluck, the afcendency which this minifter had 
acquired, in fome meafure obliged him to truft him implicitly. The 
death of devran khan, at once removed the bar to the ambition of 
nizam al muluck, as well as the object of his hatred. At length full 
power was given to this minifter, to treat with the Persian monarch. 
Azim ali khan was appointed to attend him ; of which nadir shah 
was acquainted. The third day after the battle, the ceremonial being 
previoufly adjufted, they pitched their tents between the two camps: 
and a Persian officer was fent to conduct thefe Indian lords into the 
prefence of nadir shah. 

The Persian monarch received them in a gracious manner, caufing 
them to fit in his prefence ; and then he fpoke to this effed: : " It is now 
four, months fince I fent my embaflador to mahommed shah your 
matter, to demand of him the payment of what is due to Persia 5 
<c why has he detained my people, and given me no anfwer 5 and at 
" length obliged me to make fo long and laborious a march ?" Nizam 
al muluck excufed himfelf, alledging that he had been in his govern- 

3 ment 
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ment at deccanj that as foon as he came to court he had ufed his 1739. 
endeavours to bring the affair to a conclufion, but that his demands were 
greater than the empire could anfvver V 

Nadir fmiled at the excufe, and {hewed him the accounts of the 
moghol's treafure; adding to this effed:: <c The grand-father of ma- 
" hommed shau and uncle of jeanguir, once demanded of Persia 
cc the fuccour of ten thoufand men. Persia fent them, and bore the' ex:- 
pence, on condition of being reimburfed j which has never yet been done* 
By the treaties of alliance fubfifting between the two empires, they 
ought reciprocally to fupport each other. Pers i a having been long rent 
with civil wars, the fame force has been demanded of you ; but no 
anfwer was ever made. I have borrowed large Aims, for which I pay 
intereft, to retake from the turks the provinces which they had pof- 
" fcfled themfelves of belonging to Persia. The negledt of the treaties 
on your part, has been the caufe of the misfortunes which have hap* 
pened to Persia : who is to repair thefe injuries ? I had intended to 
" put your emperor ind his troops to the fword, but I will favour them ; 
" go and tell him to come to me, and we will make up our quarrel in 
<c a convenient manner.' * 



cc 
<c 
cc 
c< 
cc 
cc 
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The 1 8th of February was accordingly appointed for the meeting of 
the two monarchs. Mahommed shah, emperor of hi ndost an, feated 
in a royal litter r , iflued from his camp, attended by azim ali khan, 
ohazi o'din khan, feveral eunuchs, and about two hundred horfe: 
he was met half-way by tjehmas khan, the lieutenant t of the Per- 
sian king, who paid him the honours due to his rank, t.chmas then 
required the eunuchs and cavalry to halt; and attended the great mo- 

GHOt 

4 It is faid that nizam al muluck went fo far as to make him the fervile compliment, that 
the defire of feeing a king of fuch renown, and to kifs the daft of his feet, was fo great, that they 
purpofely negle&ed his requeffc. The orientals de.il much in hyperboles ; but fuch a compliment 
as this would rather have infulted the common fcnfe of the prince to whom it was paid, than gratified 
his pride. According to what is related, this Indian did actually invite, nadir into India, hard* 
ly forfeeing what would happem. * Takht re van, which fignifiej a moving throne. 

1 Vakeel or vekil. * 

Vol. IV. y 
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x 739' GH0L w ^ ^ e PERSIAN guard. At the entrance of nadir's camp he 
was met by nesr ali myrza, who was fent by the command of his 
father to condu<3 the Indian king • to the royal tent- Nadir came 
forth to receive him, and having placed him on his left-fide, after the 
ordinary compliments, he addrefled him to this effeft : cc Is it poifible 
that you (fiould have thus abandoned the care of your own affairs 
to oblige me to make you this vifit ? I lent you two embatfa- 
€ * dors ; one of them contrary to the laws of all nations, and to the 
<c fiiendfhip fubfifting between, us, was murdered at peishorjuot 
did your minifters fend me any fatisfadtory anfwer to my letters which 
reached your hands. When I entered your dominions, you never de- 
puted any one to afk me who I was, or what my intentions were; 
" even when I advanced to l ahox, and fent you a meffage of faJutation, 
" I received no anfwer. When the commanders of your forces were 
" awalcehed out of their lethargy, inflead of negotiating for a reconcilia- 
u tion, they met in a tumultuous manner to ftdp my progrefe. After- 
wards you cooped yourfelves up in your intrenefcments, without con- 
fidermg, that if your enemy was ftronger than you, it was impoffibie to 
remain in that fituation without being ftarved ; and if he was weaker 
it was as dishonourable as unneceffary: at length, without any pre- 
caution, you put all to the iffue of one blow. Tho f I faw how you 
were entangled, I made you offers of accommodation ■ ; but you was 
fo ill advifed, or puffed up with childifh conceits, that you negleded 
the terms of my friendship, and abandoned your own intereft. Now 
you fee to what ftreights you are reduced by the vidorious armies pf 
Persia. How little able you have been to govern your own people, 
« appears by your granting for fever al years a tax w to infidels, by whom 
M it ought to have been paid * and you have fuffered them to over-run 
€€ your country. 

" However, as the race of temur have never done any remarkable 
injury to the fovereigns of Persia, I will not take the empire from 

' <c youi 

4 do not find any mention made of fuch offer after the india* army was afiemUed on the phina 
•f iarhax, to which this feems to allude. w This tax, called the )m A* r was wont to 

fee paid by thoic who were not mahoumibaiik 
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** you j I ofily meaft to indemnify myfelf for the great expence of this 1739. 
" war. After I have refreihed my army at dehlie, and received the 
J" fubfidy * which muft be paid, I will leave you in poffeffion of your 
* dominions/ 9 

Mahommed shah heard this fpeech with that filence, which teftifiea 
forrow and confufion $ tho* it was fome confolation to receive aflurance 
of his life and empire. Language fo foreign to that of a court, could not 
but touch the heart of a king, whofe weaknefs did not amount to infen- 
Ability. It may perhaps appear a little ftrange, that the captive monarch 
fhould be fuffered to return to his own camp j but our furprize will 
ceafe, if we reflect that nadir had nothing to fear from his military 
force ; and that as riches were his chief objett, the more gently he con- 
ducted himfelf towards the Indians, till he fliould arrive at dehlie, the 
lefs danger there would be of their concealing or deftroying their treafures. 

Mahommed shah retired to his camp, in fome degree relieved from 
his inquietude ; tho' he knew not into what difficulties the avarice of the 
conqueror might plunge him. He ordered the dead bodies, which lay 
fpread for near the fpace of twelve miles, to be interred $ but thofe who 
were wounded and unable to move, were left to expire, there being no 
one that could afford them any fuccour. At the fame time, the military 
cheft, with all the treafure of mahommed shah, was brought to nadir. 

Some of the Indian lords, who were forward to ingratiate themfelves 
With the conqueror, reprefented that there were many thoufand horfes 
and camels belonging to the foldiers and followers of the moghol's camp 1 
and as by his clemency thefe people had received quarter, they ought not 
to think it any hardship to deliver fuch as his officers fhould think proper 
to chufe. To this he replied ; that the bread of foldiers depended, in a 
great meafure, on their horfes ; and that the lofs of thefe in their pre- 
fent circumftances, might expofe them and their families to beggary \ 
and as he had given them quarter, they fhould depart unmolefted. 

Y 2 The 

31 This is called a peiscush, or prefent from an inferior to a fuperior. The fura agreed for war 
twenty crores, which we (hall have occafion to mention, * 
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j j\g. The Indian camp had been in great diftrefs almoft from the very 
time they affembled in the plains of karnal. Reprefentation being now- 
made, that the futlers* by their extortions had raifed the* price of bread 
to an exorbitant degree, mahommed shah ordered their (hops to be 
broke open. This anfweredno other purpofe, than to waffce and difperfe 
the little provifion that remained, fo that a pound of wheat was not to 
be had for lefs than the value of four {hillings. What had contributed 
to render the provifions fo excefliVe dear, was the vigilance of the flying 
parties of the Persian army, who within forty miles round the camp* 
had at different times cut off not lefs than fourteen thoufond Indian 
marauders. A body of nadir's troops, who at this, time were fent to 
TANISEer, flaughtered a great number of the inhabitants, plundered the 
town* and returned to their camp with a confidcrable booty. 

The next day, after the bodies of the Indians were interred, nator 
fent an officer with a detachment to take pofleffion of the equipage of the 
great moghol ; caufing it to be proclaimed in the camp, that every 
one might retire without fear of being flopped or infulted. He alfo fent 
his matter of the ordnance \ together with the officer who makes lei- 
sures \ each with five hundred horfe, to feize all the ordnance and im- 
plements of war belonging to the- emperor, and the lords of his court. 
He required moreover that mahommed shah, with his fon sultan 
achmed, and his emprefs malika al zumani b , with their domeftics,. 
ihould repair to his camp : accordingly a royal tent was prepared for them 
in front of his. own > and a thoufand Persian foldiers were appointed 
as their guard. 

In the mean while, nadir shah difjpatched his lieutenant t^ehmas 
khan to dehlje, with four thoufand horfe, to take poffeffioir of the 
caftle. Saadit khan was charged with the care of the city, together 
with the houfes and effeds of the inhabitants i ftrid dire&ions were alfo 

given 

y Banians, who arc moftly trading people in mot a. Tkey are of a particular fed, who be- 
lieve the tranfmigration of fools, whether of man or beaft ; from whence they are very harmlefs in 
their conduft, left they fhould injure one of their owa friends or relations, in the appearance of a 
bird or beaft. * Towpchi bashi. • Njbssackhchi bashj. 

* This word fignifies the guecn of the times. 



Cbap.XXII. NADIR SHAH* i 73 

given him that no injury ihould be done to any of them* This general 1739. 
on his arrival pubti&ed the shah's orders, adding,. that none of the citi- 
zens Ihould dare to moled the Persians. The governor of the caftle 
being informed of what had pafled on the plains of karnajl, made n& .. 
fcruple to pay an implicit obedience to the fummons of nadir's lieutenant, 
and admitted him, together with all bis troops. The palace was alfo 
prepared for the reception of the Persian monarch, . All the valuable 
effc&s were fealed up, and a lift prepared of the omaas, and all the 
wealthy inhabitants of the city* 

Nadir being mafter of all the jewels and of the military chefts of the 
Indian camp at karnal, gave a gratuity of three months pay to every 
ibldier in his army. He then made choice of two hundred pieces of 
cannon, with their carriages, out of the ikdian ordnance, and fcnt them 
with other eflfe&s under a ftrong convoy to Cabul. 



CHAP. XXIL 

March of the Persian and Indian armies from karnal to deh&ie. 

Nadir' j entrance into dehlie. Saadit khan dejlroys bimfelf. Maf- 

facre of dehlie. Nadir'* condufy after the majfacre. 

_ » 

THIS difpofition being made, nadir began his march towards* 
dehlie. His advanced guard c confifted of four thoufand men, 
who ferved to efcort his harram ; twenty thoufand of his beft cavalry 
guarded them at a proper diftance. About two miles behind was ma- 
hommed shah, attended by fifty of his principal courtiers, and efcorted 
by twelve thoufand Persians. The Indian lords, at the head of their 
refpe&ive troops, marched at the diftance of a mile from each other, 
having great bodies of the Persian army between them. Nadir him- 
felf brought up the rear, with the grofs of his army -, the whole com- 
pofed a number of near three hundred and fifty thoufand men * who> 

covered near twelve miles in length, and three in breadth. 

In 

« Eouruck. See Vol. I. page 249. * Before the late engagement the Indian army alone 

was near this number, including all their attendants ; but a great part of theft had beautifpetfed, and 
numbers of them killed. 
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*739> * n '^ 8 manner ^ c y proceeded five days march, till they came to 
80NPUT. This place, together with paniput, and feveral villages, were 
plundered by the Persians, as they marched along. From sqnput 
they advanced to hirela, and the next day c in the evening they at* 
rived at the gardens of shalimar. Nadir shah declined going into 
the city in the night, as well on account of the fafety of his perfon, as 
the regard to his ftate. He ordered mahommed, the great moghol* 
feated in a royal litter, and preceded by bis ftandards, with two hun- 
dred of the fervants of his court, to march forward iqto the city. Theft 
were convoyed by four thoufand Persian horfe, who accompanied the 
Indian monarch to his apartment f . 

Nadir encamped with his forces without the gates* The next mtiftor 
ing he marched with great circumfpeftion thro 9 the city to the ctiUe *» 
attended by a body of twenty thoufand men. Mahommed shah had 
already given notice to the inhabitants, when the Persian conqueror 
was to enter the city h ; ordering that all the houfes and (hops fhould be 
(hut, and according to the awful refpedt fliewn to eaftern kings, that no 
perfon fhould prcfume to appear in the ftreets. This order was executed 
with great exaftnefs ; for of the vafl: number of inhabitants, there were 
no fpedtators of his triumphant entr^: a mournful filence reigned through- 
out the city, as if it prefaged fome dreadful calamity. 

Nadir having taken poffeffion of the caftle, was immediately attended 
by mahommed shah, towards whom he behaved with great civility. 
He diftributed his troops into their quarters, and took all the neceflary 
meafares that due obedience fhould be paid to his orders, till the articles 
of peace were regulated with nizam al muluck. In the mean while, 
he enjoined his Nifiss^KHCHi * in the firi&eft manner, that whoever pre** 
fumed to injure any of the natives, fhould be punifced with the fevereft 
baflonading, or with the lofs of their ears or jiofe, according to the nature 
of their offence. 

The 

« 

• The 7th of march. f This they call the aeysh mahl, which Signifies the place of 

joy. * Cattle is uied fynonimoufly for caftle, citadel, or palace, via. place of defence. 

h This was the 9th of i*a rch. - * Thefe are the ♦rder of foldiers who are charged miib 

tfce puniihment of offences, as already mentioned. 
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. . The Persian^* hoWever polite in their manner*, ate buf rude to their 173$. 
«pparei and cuftoaft, compared with the delicacy of the inpi ahs. In 
kadjr's army were alfo many tartars* whofe rough and favage afpe<5te 
made fucfa impreifcons on the Indians, that they avoided, as much as 
poffible all communication with them* . 

S a adit khan, who feems to have been a man of warm paflions, and 
of an inconftant difpofition, was now as forward to recommend himfelf 
to his new mafter nadir, as he had been ambitious at karnal, of ex- 
erting himfelf in the defence of his true fovereign. He went out to 
the gardens of shalimar to meet nadir shah, and accompanied him 
till he alighted at the palace of dehlie. This lord had flattered himfelf 
with hopes of being admitted to a private audience, in which it was pre- 
ihmed he intended to recommend certain meafures for the intereft of the 
Persian king. Nadir, who had always diftinguifhed himfelf for his 
penetration, fpoke with great haWhnefs to him, and demanded why he 
had not begun colle&ing the fubfidies. 

This ncproof touched saadit khan to the heart ; his jealoufy was 
fired, and he concluded that nizam al muluck had done him fome ill 
office. Under this anxiety of thought, it is probable the remembrance 
of his infidelity recoiled upon him. He knew that to be fufpe&ed by a 
prince of fuch a temper as nadir, was but a remove from ruin. Under 
thefe circumftances he retired ; and defpair drove him to the fatal ex- 
pedient of taking poifon. 

Such is oftentimes the fate of men who fwerve from the paths of 
honour, and bewilder themfelves in the mazes of iniquity. Thofe prin- 
ciples which iritiee them to forfake the intereft of their country, in order ' 
to gratify a private paffion or refentment, hardly ever fttpportthem under 
a change of fortune, or the preflure of calamities. 

What had palled on the plains of karnal, and the havock created * 
by the fword and famine, was but a prelude to the diftrefs" which heaven 
permitted to fall upon the unfortunate inhabitants of dehlie. The next 

8 day 
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739- day k after nadir'6 arrival, was a fcaft of facrifice * with the Indians, 
and the new-year's-day of the Persians. Nadir's lieutenant, tjeh* 
mas khan, fent feveral Persian horiemenof the nassickhchi to the 
-granaries m , ordering them to be opened, and the price of corn to be 
fixed. This not being done to the fatisfa&ion of the proprietors, occa- 
sioned the aflembling a mob. Sayd neaz khan, and feveral other 
perfons pf diftin&ion, put themfelves at their head, and killed the per* 
sian horfemen. 

After this unwarrantable a£t, a report was foon fpread that nadir 
shah was (lain ° ; upon which the tumult increafed. All idle perfons 
and men of defperate fortunes joined them, and marched towards the 
caftle. A party of Persian horfe, which was potted near the entrance, 
were forced to retire with fome lofs. In the mean while, feveral Per- 
sians whom sayd neaz khan had taken as a fafe-guard to his houfe, 
were treacheroufly (hut up in a room, and burnt alive. The foldiers 
who were lodged in the palace of the deceafed devran khan, and other 
great houfes and caravanferais, were obliged to retreat to their quarters, 
and remain under arms the whole night. The cannon and harquebufles 
on the ramparts of the caftle, as well as thofe in the houfes occupied by 
the Persians, were difcharged at the mob, but without quelling the 
•infurre&ion. 

The next morning nadir, at the head of a ftrong party of his troops 
affiled out of the palace, with an intention to fupprefs the tumult. Whe- 
ther the difcovery of the dead bodies of feveral of his foldiers, fired him 
with the defperate refolution of ordering the inhabitants to be maffacred, 
does not clearly appear °. If we may judge from his natural cruelty and 
infatiable avarice, it is not unreafonable to believe, that he at once deli- 
vered up the city, without any limitation, to daughter and pillage. Hrs 

orders 

k The 10th of march. ! Ejd zoha. m Thefe are called pahr gun jh. 

* Thefe people feem to have been in the feme circumftances of delufion asthepiasiANs, in their 
rebellion five years afterwards at astrabad, who jfirft took arms, and then flattered themfelves, and 
even reported, that nadir shah was dead. • Mr. frazer, who has given the authorities 

for moft of the tranfa&ians in dehl is, fays, that the foldiers were at firft ordered not to do any harm 
ftp the innocent. But foldiers are bad judges in fuch cafes. 
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prefers we*e in atf inftant obeyed.: a place taken by floral never exhibited 1739.: 
a greater icene <of horror. The Persian foWiers 'having fpread thfem- 
felws, broke open houfes and palaces, flaughtering with an unbridled* 
fary, with very little diftin&ion of age or fex. This bloody fceae ex-' 
tended above fix miles *. 

Many who had fled from the neighbouring country to take refuge in 
the city, aflembled in a body to defend their lives j thefe were joined by 
jewellers, money-changers, and rich (hop- keepers. The phyfician of 
the court put himfelf at their head, and defpair fupplied the place o£ 
flrength and^ refolution. Thefe unhappy people fought bravely for fome 
time, but being ib little accuitomed to the ufe of arms, they had only 
the fttisfadion of dying fword in hand. 

Lutf ali khan condufted this bloody bufinefs in one quarter of the 
town : SIRBUI.LIND khan, an Indian lord, whofe reputation and vene- 
rable afpeft had charms not to be refitted, rufhing from his palace, proftrated 
himfelf before the Persian general, and reprefented that the inhabitants of 
that part of the city were innocent ; and begging for their lives, he offered 
to pay a large ranfom, which was accepted, and the flaughter ceafed. 

in the mean time nizam al muluck was ftung with remorfe at 
the fight of fo fad a (pe&acle, and confeious of his guilt, in being ift 
fome meafure the occafion of it*, went and threw himfelf at nadir's 
feet, intreating his mercy, for the unfortunate remains of fo flourish- 
ing a city. After a torrent of reproaches, nadir gave orders for the re-> 
call of his foldiers. 

This carnage kfted from eight in the morning till three in the after- 
noon 3 about four hundred of the Persians were killed, but of the citi- 
zens not lefs than one hundred and ten thoufand. All the jewellers and 
goldfiniths fhops were plundered, and many of them fet on fire. Private - 
houfes had no better fortune : and the palaces of the great partook of the 

common 

P Dehlie is reprefented to be a very large city. * Becaufe of his treafonable cpr- 

refpondence, which is fuppofed to have been a motive to the invafion. K 

* Vol. IV. Z 
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iyj$> common ruin. Next mbming die inhabitants were ordered, fttfiet thfc 
ftvereft penalties, to buy their dead. Thefe unhappy people had not 
even time to diftinguifti the mahommedans from the pagans : the latter, 
however abominable to muflulmen, even after death, were either tuinbled 
into one common grave, or confpmed together in funeral piles* after the 
manner of the pagans. 

As to thofe #ho were (hot up in hotrfes, numbers of their bodies *ere 
ftet brought out for burial till after nadir's departure : what horrid fpec~ 
tables they were then, the reflection is (hocking to humanity. Many 
Who Wert jealous of their honour killed their wives, and then com* 
toittfcA murder on themfclVes. Numbers were burnt in their houfes, 
efpecially women and children ; nor did the fword (pare even the infant 
at his mother's bre*ft. Horror and defpair had plunged die inhabitants 
into fuch diftrefs, that near ten thoufand women threw themfclves into 
wells j of thefe, fbme were afterwards taken out alive \ 

- Wfteh the fkugfrtet began, the mob who had been the apparent occa- 
iiOft Of k difappcared, And left the innoeefct td fdffer. The leading peo- 
pi* Of this &tal tumult had been fo Inftttiattd, g to think that a iftob 
might effeft What the imperial army of india had hardly any chance of 
efeeeutiflg : feveral of thefe wife takeh prifbnef s» among whom was *ayd 
jwbae khan : Nizam Ah muluck and the visir pleaded hard for him, 
but in vain > nadir ordered his belly to be ripped open, and in this 
deplorable manner he expired. 

The prifoners brought before the Persian king amounted to feveral 
thoufands; of thefe the greateft part were women, of whom many, con- 
trary to the difcipline he had eftablifhed, and contrary to the facred right* 
of humanity, had upon this occafion fuf&red the moft infamous treat- 
ment. Nadir ordered them to be conducted to their refpe&ive houfes, 
where they retired in circumftances of the deepeft diftrefs* 

The 



f One remarkable incident happened of a certain man who burnt twenty women of his family * 
and then finding that the foldiers had miffed his houfe, went out to acquaint them he had large effects* 
thefe the foldiers took, but left him unhurt* upon which he murdered himfelf* 
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The amount of the lofs in hou&s, effe&s and riches, in fo rich * 1739* 
city, muft have been very confiderable : but in 'fuch a coofufion, it is 
probable many /valuable things were loft. Large fums were brought into 
Nadir's treafury 5 and the booty which the Persian foldiers referved to 
themfelves, as afterwards appeared, was very important. 

Before the maffacre at dehlib, a party of the Persian forces had been 
feattafeize the cannon at the palace of an Indian lord. Thefe had been • 
alfo treacheroufly fet upon and murdered, by a body of tAKtA* mo^ 
ghols*. Nadir being informed of this accident, fent a large detach* 
ment, who fell upon thofe people and flaughtered near fix thoufand of 
them. The Persians brought away the ordnance, together with three 
hundred perfons of the chief rank among them. Nadir caufed the 
heads of thefe immediately to be (truck off, and their bodies to be 
thrown into the retee \ 

After this, a proclamation was made, that all perfons fhould purine 
their employments, and that nope of the ^ersian foldiers Jhotid hurt of 
molcft them* To prevent the ordinary conferences of fuch calamities 
nadir gave orders that the granaries (hould be fealed up \ and gmrdf 
fet over them. He alfo commanded fcveral parses of cavalry tp in* 
veft the city, that no perfon might go out of it without a particular li- 
cenfe. Many whom hunger and mifery induced to leave this dreadful 
fcenc, were arrefted by the Persian .guards, who cut off their ears or - 
nofes. 

So fevere a conduit was foon followed by the diftrefe of many thgu~ 
fands, who had been plundered of their money and efFeftsj for provifions 
were become exceflive dear. The people yrho were not the proper in* 
habitants of the city applied to nadir shah, chufing rather to die by a 
fpeedy effect of his anger, than to perifh more flowly with hunger. 
Thefe went to him in a body, and in tears of anguifh and diftrefs proftrated 
themfelves, and begged for bread. Even the cruel nadii^ was touched with 

Z 2 their 

• Thefe are called mocbol fovea. * The river of diblib. ■ la 

vKEsiX as well at russia, the seating up doon by meant of a bit of firing with fame bees-wax 
fcnpitffed with a fai, i> I09M upon pore ftcied than any lock. 
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1739. their misfortunes, and gave them liberty of retiring to ferid-abad, in 
order to buy provifions. 
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CHAP. XXIII. 

* 

Male adminijlration of riza kouli myrza, regent of Persia. Rebel- 
lion of the arabs againjl the Persian government. GonduSi of the 
Persian embaJJ'ador at Constantinople. 

DURING this fcene of mifery and devastation at dehlie, Per- 
sia (till groaned under a tyrannical government. Riza kouli 
ajyrza the regent, by pra&iiing all the arts of cruelty and extortion, 
foon incurred the hatred of the people. In order to cover his ra- 
pacious avarice, he took the fpecious name of a merchant : thus he ar- 
bitrarily monopolized the raw filk on his own terms, and obliged the 
manufacturers to take it of him again at the price he was pleafed to im- 
pote. In the vanity of his heart he wrote to his father, to acquaint him 
thkt he had gained a million five hundred thoufand crowns w , without 
tiding wrong to any man. Nadir, jealous of fuch extraordinary abilities 
in his fon, defired him to explain himfelf. Riza kouli anfwered, that 
he had turned merchant, and obtained it by commerce, of which he 
ient him a certificate \ 

The shah, who was not to be eafily impofed on, reprefented to him 
(he injurous confequences of fuch proceedings ; that if he had fo great a 
pafiion for trade, a fifhery y fliould be appointed him, from whence he 
might draw a confiderable profit, without invading any property, or di- 
minishing the advantages which belonged to ( fair traders, by whom na- 
tions 

w 750,000. * This certificate of his fair-dealing was indeed testified by the merchants of 

KESHDy but it was obtained by compulfive means; through the interposition of his principal agent 
hadchsb sadduk. * At a tisne when the fuccefs of the herring-fimery feems to be fu- 

rpefted by many, it may be worth while to reflect on this adrke of nadir shah 5 his notion feems 
to arife from reafon and nature, withbat difcourfe or argument ; for nfh is'fo fmall an article of the 
food of the Persians, that k feems- ftrange that nadir fhouM Humble on the thought. 

a 
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rions are enriched. Upon the whole, he was fo much difpleafed at his 1739. 
ion's adminiftration, that he fent a decree, confirming all governors and 
magiftrates in their pofts, till he (hould return from india. This inci- 
dent was (o contumelious a reproach to the prince, that it laid the foun- 
dation of his rebellion, as we fhall have occafion to relate. 

The Persians rejoiced at the fuccefs of their king over the Indian 
monarch ; and the value of the riches taken from that prince .were re- 
prefented as ineftimable. What tended to flatter them into the hopes of 
halcyon days, was the arrival of a meflenger, who brought a decree • 
from nadir shah, which exempted them from taxes for a whole year, 
to commence from the tenth of march. The officers, who had begun 
to colleft the money, were ordered to refund $ which they performed 
accordingly. 

Amidft all thefe rapid vidories, Persia was not free from alarms. 
Some of her fubje&s in the fouth took the advantage of the shah's ab- 
fence, and threw off their yoke. Nadir had ordered feven of Ijis fhips. 
to be prepared in the Persian gulph, for fome expedition whicty.he* 
had meditated * : the Persian commander took this occafion tofeize the, 

* 

barks belonging to the houles, a tribe of arabs, and would not permit 
any of them to crofs the flreight of ormus. This gave occafion for a. 
revolt, in which the Persian {hips were taken by thefe Arabians, and 
feveral of them burnt. 



► •-! 



Taghi khan, the governor of shir ass, foon after embarked a great 
number of men in fmall veflels b , and went to chaflife the rebels. In" 
the mean time the mascats, another tribe of the arabs, fitted out 
feveral fliips, apprehending a vifit from the Persians. h Their -/ears 
were foon removed, for the houles were an over-match" for tneir, 
enemies: the Persian forces were. repulfed, 'with^the loifs of near two. 

thoufand of their men. This event however encouraged the iman f of 

. • - ° • * ».. 

MASCAT a 

* This is called a rag am. Firman, which is a name given it t>y'fqffie,' a 'I imagine to be more 
proper to india. a It is faid they were intended to fail round, and go up the indus, to 

carry troops to join the army, which was on the march to india; how practicable this might be,* I 
cannot determine. We are told Alexander came down the i n d us. * Tatranquins . 

c 1 he chief of the Arabians on the oppofitc fide of the gulph. 
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1739. ma«at, to accept the offer of ft dejfenfixe alli^npp with the Equips, in 
order to fupport their mutual liberty, againft all attempts of the Per- 
sians. 

But the greateft uneafinefs was created by the turks. Nadir, not- 
withftanding his great diftance, endeavoured to poflefs them with the 
terror of his arms $ that they might not take advantage of his afcience to 
make a peace with the Russians and invade Persia. He fent two em- 
haffadors to them from kandahar, of whom the laA, maho^med riza 
khan, arrived at Constantinople in November laft year 5 aqd in the 
beginning of the next month was admitted to an audience of the grand 
fignior. The khan affured his highneft in the rnoft elegant and exalt- 
ed terms, " That his mafter, the shah, had the greeted defire to live 
" in perfect amity with him $ but that the means of doing this was to 
yield up diarbekir, in the feme condition it was in during its {abjec- 
tion to the Persian empire 4 . He alfo pretended to the upper arme- 
u ni a : and further infiftcd th# the grand fignior flioujd renounce his alii- 
€t ance with the great moghol; that the new fortifications made at 
** bagdat, fincc the provilional treaty of peace, concluded three years 
" before, fhould be demolifhecj; and that the Persian caravans fliould 
44 have every where a free paflage in the dominions of the ottoman 
* empire. 9 ' 

Thefe demands appearing capricious as well as infolent, the Turk- 
ish mintflers, though they dreaded a war with Persia, feemed by no 
means difpofod to comply with them j on the contrary, they declared that 
the grand fignior would make a peace with the emperor of the Romans, 
and the emprefs of Russia, and engage in a frefli war with Persia, rather 
than fiibmit to foch dishonourable conditions. What added to the di- 
ftrels of the port, was the rebellion of sare ben oclou in natolia. 
Napir might flatter himfelf into a belief of felling his friendfhip for 
fome very . valuable consideration -, but his intereft was to keep the 
Turks deeply eogaged in a war with rvssia } that fo he might find them 

the 

* Tliii coimtrjr w»l formcriy ptrt of misofotamja, and the anticnt boundary of the kiagdom 
If aisima. 1 
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the more weakened, when he (faootd retbfn M ill ap tttt meaiare of his 173$* 
♦i&orifcs over them. 

Nadir alio fent an embafiador to the court of m Petersburg, with 
which he had a more natural intereft ; that court was alio very fenfible 
how little his friendship was to be depended on \ however, it was fom* 
fatisfa&ion that he was very far from having, entered into any clofc con- 
nection with the turks, tho* he was not engaged in a war with them* 



CHAP. XXIV. 

NaDIR gives his foldiers a gratuity. Contribution of AUDIH brought to 
DEHLIE. SlftBULLiND KtiAN appointed chief collector of the contribu- 
tion. His declaration to nizam ai> muluck. Barbarous treatment of 
the ikdians ih coiUSting the contributions. The value of the treafurc 
coJUfled. 

WE return now to india> to fee how the mighty ravager con* 
dufted himfelf after fpilling fo much innocent blood : we fhatt 
find that bis avarice vh$ in no refpeds inferior tax his cruelty. Thefe 
indeed fie vices twin-born from the regions of daiknefs, and tecreafe ih 
malignity in proportion to the power by which they are fupported* 

NadIr being now tfiafter of vafl: treafurts, paid his army their arrears % 
and in ordfer to encourage them to bring in their plunder, he added a 
gratuity alfd. Thefe payments were made in his own coin, which was 
ftruck upon thi9 occafion, with this infeription : 

" Nadir the mailer of fortune, and the king of kings, > the moft 
" powerful prince of the earth." 

The reverfe was : 

" May God perpetuate his reign." 

The 

• Twelve months -pay fo* 140,060 men, at the 6rdihary computatidn is 3,400,000'/. but it is 
probable that the riches he found at CABifL, enabled him to pay His army on the occafion of hi* 
taking that place » and confeajieatly he did not diflburfe near Co large a fum on this occaiioiu 



/. 
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m9- ^TV^M^ which ha- 

™ ' dir exadcd of thef great moghol and his fubjefts. . Tjlrmas khan 
had been charged to watch over the condudt of saadit khan. This 
lNDiAft gefteral* hadaccepted the conimiffion of compelling his country- 
men to deliver up their riches, agreeably to the refpedive quotas to be 
levied ori theft* : upon his deceafe, his nephew, mahommed khan, was 
eAlted upon td deliver in 4 an account of all his uncle's effedts, which 
amounted' to a trillion fterling f . Great part of this was brought from 
his government, under an efcort of a thoufand Persian horfe : but the 
iunf was two hundred and fifty thoufand pounds fliort of what saadit 
khan had engaged to pay./ 

Sjrbuj-lind Kbjan, .already mentioned as the perfon by whofe inter- 
ceflion the maflacre was ftopt in his quarter, though poor, was much re- 
fpedted : the corruptions of the court had not tainted his integrity. . Na- 
dir excufed him from paying any tax himfelf, as knowing, his inability j 
but thefe very reafohs rendered him worthy of the greateft truftj hence 
he was appointed to colled; from other people the free gift ', and contri- 
bution \ His age and infirmities in fome meafure obftru&ed his vigi- 
lance : nadir therefore acquainted him, that if he meant to avoid the 
weight of his. anger, he would do well to exert himfelf. Two hundred 
foldiers were affigned him as a guard in the execution of this office. He 
was alfo charged to oblige all perfons in public employment ', to produce 
all the horfes, camels, and elephants, belonging to the crown, that pro- 
per choice might be made of them for the ufe of the Persian army. 

This khan faw to what extremities he muft reduce the people in the 
execution of this dangerous commiflion : it is fome confolation however 
to honeft men under fuch circumftances, that they may alleviate a mif- 
fortune, and execute their charge with humanity ; when a perfon of a 
different character would aggravate the evil, and render it flill a heavier 
. weight to the calamitous. Sir- 

* I ufe the terms general and lord as words that are familiar and emphatical, and convey, I think, 
a ftronger idea than the Indian names. It may however be proper to remark, that nabob or 
navob is the ordinary title given the omras or Indian lords who are governors; naib fig- 
nines a deputy or viceroy, fuch as saadit khan we may fuppofe was in audih. 

f Eighty lacks of rupees, or one million fterling. The ium promifed was a crore or 100 lacks* 
equal to 1,250,000/. * « This they call the peishcush. h This is called 

the bbavra, or forced contribution. * Mancubdabs. 
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. £j*bu&i4ND:khan few to what extremities he muft redact! the tnha- 1739- 
bitants in the execution of this dangerous commiflion, but there was no 
remedy j t^hmas khan, and mvstapha khan k , preffed him to enter 
upon the office afligned him. This old man, in the Tulncfs of his heart,; 
addrefling bimfelf to nizam al muluck, who was:the^ p^efent, fpokc 
to this effedfc : " I have long fqrefeen the misfortune which has over- 

V taken us j I often reprefented to the emperor the danger of an eaiy 
" fecurity, and defired him to fend a trufty embaflador with large pre- 
u fents into Persia, to divert the ftorm which was breaking out on that 
" fide. We might have appeafed the rcfentment of the shah, and lived 
" with him in friend/hip: but the courtiers' would not liften to my ad- 
" vice j they imagined that what 1 faid was only with a view to fome pri- 
" vate intcreft ; and whilft they negle&ed to fecond my counfel, they pro- 
C( pofed no kind of expedient to avert the impending danger : at length, 
" we fee to what a calamitous iflue thirigs are reduced* For my own 

V part 9 had I been pofleffed of mbitcy* I would have feht H all to ran* 
u dahar, rather than have given any provocation to the shah to have- 
" made fo extraordinary an expedition. However, we have now no re*. 
" medy ; we muft raife the immenfe fum of twenty crores *, if the money* 
" is to be found, which God only can tell whether it be poffibte to raife 
u under the prefent diftrefled condttipn of the -capital/' - ; 

- Nizam ajl muluck made no reply to this fpeech. In whatever degree 
be was anfwerable for the misfortune, he faw too plainly the miftake he had 
committed, as the fum demanded of himfelf was nalefs than one crpre and 
a half*. He, together with the vizir and devran khan, had received one 
crore*, which had been iffued out of the royal treafury for the military cheft, 
when they marched againft the Persians : of the two former napir 
demanded an account of this fum * he alfo ordered them to fend to their 

refpeftive 

* This wis the nan to whom I no* under iich fagular obligations ia the camp of nadir shah 
in march 1744. * Twenty five atfUoai of pounds. This was the fum which nizam 

al m plucr tfteT the Utde of karn a l had agreed to p«y the ih ah, e*clufiveof the jewels, gold, 
plate, and other rich pods belonging to the empetor and the lords of hit coon* ■ 1,870.000 A 
* 1,150,000/. 
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1739/ refpe&we goperaroents for sW r tbcj ^seafupe, bcioagiitg either to them- 
felves or the erowji. .*"':• 

Ni^AM'At'Mtnitrck rerprefenfcd, ' tfc^ic when lie left deccan, he efta- 
bltflied his fotras^his deputy, ghring* him poflefHon of all bis effects ^ 
*hat' alKtfce'w^ltfWVTift fbh M4 refufed to 1 deliver up his govern- 
ment, and Was flo longer in his power j that.irXDiR himlelf was only; 
capable of reducing him and the 'rebellious princes of dkccan. 

, TChis anfaefc.whjch ,wae ,in fo£ie< degree trtie, fefved; to, direct the.' 
s^ah jjroppurfoing.apoiat in jt&fi^turf. hardly pra&iea.bk;. .Wwaa \*rf 
pViin he .th'pught ^ qnljufe, to penetrate, deeper iwto the country; left he' 
fh|OulcL -never .get put- of it again. . Kda{mir o'oin khan* the vizir, was- 
treaipd with greater, feverjty. He endeavoured- to- elude the payment of 
ttye large contri^ic^ demanded of biro ) nadir therefore oaoftd hjm\ 
to, he «^pco>4 ope^y,;^ t^%»;,!f^flh:»'iaefcpfliwl * pudi&meiiticofttu- 
melious as wejl as> painful, Mad 'm^t country dftngenoud lb>tbe health'.' 
At length,, he e#p$t$d : £oift.hjm a whole crore of rupees °, . befides a. 
great value in precious {fcqaos.aftd elephants. His fecretary, who was aifo> 
a inaap(,fotuae, .was tasted i* ft large, $n»* a»4 deJivertd to sirboll JNb; 
khan? in: carder to; be tortured : jf • l&e did : nat pay. it j. however,, he pre- 
vented this perfecuti©n ( by a/ dole of pwfoci. . J 

A fom of money was- now iifued out of rile teeafiroy for die charge of* 
$&y horfeaffife >MtQ wer^ ordejeg tonaarch to BEtooAL, with di*e£tf6As*. 
tfo:thfig^#fti^jtofe^^ The totfBBL/* 6i that 
kmgAoiriv wha;*^lteii^prefc»ti^ fo mu*h money* 
Would bad a* Atingi q£ waggons to reach from thence tb the capita].. 
Being -feuerely beaten ibr his farcafofy he w^ht home, and revenged him*- 
&lf by taking poifocL; tbgcthn witb>hi& whtota fknfrHy*: - 

The Indians of diftindtion feem to have a great fcnfibility of fuch in*- 
dignities. The gentler treatment td vttilch thtj had bejen accuftomed^ 

gava 

• 1,250,000 /. ' 8,750,000 /. I never heard that he received any money from thenae*. 

tho 1 the province wai a 1 armed. The riches of dehlie fcemed to fill up the meafurc .of, his avawce,, 
great as it was. * The lieutenant governor- A • " J ' 






gave them very diffiP^riHmpreffions ^ %» what ^he p^RSiAif s received 173^9, 

ImbeUkebcircumftanies. " '" " 

( 

It is not eafy to concewp .Mffarfi wlutiigor {befe tfoattabniipra .tfere 
leyisdy.^nd what^un^ers.dtfftraj^^eto&lwfr .qttffe their jOwo hands, 
to be delivered from the tortures- -and fainilhmcms irfitk grliasik Jthey were 
threatened. No barbarities; wrae.Jeft unpva&s&d* the lax.impofcd>as 
ftridly exa&ed, tho' in' the computation !a£ t&e.re^&vJBabttitie&af the 
inhabitants, numerous miifykes wens made 4 .befides, as ifeece weca no 
purchafers of their effedfcs, except -the Persians,, hardly a quarter of 
their value was paid. The <p onJeqponce of ahj« >wa*, jfaat xnaqy IcfLtfceir 
effe&s and their Families at 'the -mercy of the Persians, and made their 
efcape to acbar a bad. Here the governor received them, determined 
tojsfiiLany.Qf the .flying parties who {hould appear in hia diftrifi ; £ar 
which purpofe he appointed fix thoufand horfe to protect thofe who fled 
to him for fhelter. 

Mean whilp #U the .inhabitants of any confideration yreft ojbljged t? 
declare und$r their hand r writing, what. money and effefts they were ppf- 
fefled of ; that if it v ftipuid be affcrjyards fpund theyhad. concealed any 
thing, they might be punifhed with the ytipoft feverjty - 9 #nd in this pro* 
cefs a fufpicibn was often deejned A proof. 

The commiffioners appointed for the colle&ipn fat every day, from 
fun-rife i till J evening, 'during Which *ime thtvt was very lifctlc refeA 
fhewn to pe»fonfc At/length, aboijt the middle of aprii*, the firai"X>f 
four crores r .was extorted from the merchants and common people. In 
the royal treafuries were found thme crores 8 of money ; but in the in- 
ward vault?, iwhfch: had. been ihutiduring. many reigns, they difepvered 3 
much, larger value- f . :Nor mu& ute forget to mention the peacock . throne* 
which was rich in jewels, and valued at a prodigious fum. The whole 
of the treafure amafled upon this occafion, is eftimated as follows : 

Aa 2 ~' ' ■ *■' Jeweb 

f 5,000,000 /. • 3,7^0,000 /. ' . f The different relations* We have* had oF'tRfc 

extraordinary rapine, are for the moft part 'upon flie marvelous ; aftd feverar* writers havefidfcred 
Sieir imaginations to travel much fatter than their judgment, The moft probable account value! 

••■■.-•■ theft 
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Crorcs. 
Jewels taken from the great moghol ) 

and the indian lords — — > 

The peacock throne, with nine others* <* 

alfo feveral weapons and utenfils allv 

garniftied ^ith precious ftones — 3 
Gold and filver plate, and money, which ) 

nadir melted down into large ingots ) 
To thcfe we may add the rich manufac* ) 

tures of many kinds *— . 3 

Cannon, warlike ftores, furniture, and 



3° 



Part IV. 
I 
3 1,250,009 



11,250,000 



37,500,000 



2,500,000 



5,000,000 
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Nadir marries bis fecond fon to the niece of mahoMmed shah. The 
prefents he makes to that prince and the indian Urdu The great 
moghol'j cejjion of all the country on the weft of the indus. Nadir"* 
advice to that prince. He begins bis march from dehlie, and majiers 
bis army. Value of the damage done the Indians. 

WHILST nadir was thus glutting himfelf with treafures, he 
affected to eftablifh a lading fricndfliip with the great mo- 
ghol. With this view he demanded cambarche, die niece of that 
prince, in marriage for his fecond fon nesr ah myrza. Their nup- 
tials were accordingly confummated on the 27th of march, with fome 
appearances of that fatisfa&ion which inch, alliances generally create in 

, the 

theft riches at seventy millions flerling.. I could never come to the bottom of die matter in *«- 
•ia. The firsiam* talked only of heaps of treaiufe, and thou&nds of camels, and mules loaded 
wfch gold and filver and precious ftones. Mr. pr azbe's account, which I adopt, makes it Jeremy 
stores, which teems to be die higheft calculation that the nature of the thing will warrant ; this ia 
equal to eighty feven millions fivo hundred thoufand pounds of our money. Of this film* thirty } 
fsven miflkms Are hundred tbodaod pounds is computed in gold and filver* 



\ 



Chap. XXV. NADIR SHAH. 189 

the families of princes. Mahommed shah was in no circumstances to 1739* 
make his niece prefents fuitable to his own rank, or her condition ; how- 
ever, he fent her fifty thoufand rupees in money •, and as much in 

jewels. Nadir himfelf added to thefe the value of five hundred thou* 
find rupees in jewels w . 

It might be prefumed that this alliance was calculated for political 
ends, either to preferve his authority over the Indians, or to retain fome 
part of his conqueft by right of dowry to the young princefe: but this 
was not the cafe. Nadir knew that he could not fupport his Sovereignty 
over fo vaft a country, and govern a people fo different in manners* tho* 
of a genius milder $hd more tradable than the Persians', by any au- 
thority but what was derived from the fword. So far then as fuch au- 
thority could be extended, he might reasonably hope to fupport his con- 
queft, and farther than this, alliances by marriage could be of no Signifi- 
cation. Befides, the marriages of mahommed an princes, who take 
feveral wives, ought to be confidered in a different light from thole of 
christian kings ; tho* it is a means fometimes ufed among them, as well 
as chriftians, to confolidate their friendships. 

Perhaps nadir took this occa£bn to make the firft mention of hts 
defire that the province of cabul, with all the country on the weStern 
banks of the indus, from the fort of attok, Should be yielded to him. 
And what difficulty could the trembling monarch of hi n dost an make, 
to abandon his right to thofe provinces, whilfl he found himfelf hi the 
hands of a conqueror, who confidered it as an ad of clemency to grant 
him even his life ? 

During thefe tranfadtions in dehlie, the Persians marauded for thirty 

or forty miles round the capital, plundering the villages, laying waSte the 

fields, and killing the inhabitants who refilled. Numbers of thefe were 

left without any provender for their cattle, which added greatly to their 

- diftrefs. 

Nadir, 

* 6,250/. " Five lacks, or 62,500/. * Tke Persians are police 

. and gentle in their deportment, and fubmiffi ve to their fuperion ? but their taiftc for arms, and their 
repugnance to be ruled by a tyrant and nfiirper, has been prtved fuffiocntiy . 
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1 739. Nadir, who was deternjined that jdue .opeiience -flamld -be ,pju4 1o ; (dl 
his decrees, remembred that which related to the conformity of ifc 
schias and suNnis. The fail and repentance, in commemoration of-tfip 
.death of imam hassan,, and imam#u.s$eii* 'f, falling ont in-, «he f^nth 
of march, he caufed it to be proclaimed', that no perfon w,haje»er f ,ej^ 
of his own army, or of the fubje&s of the great moghol) fliould 
prefume to mention the words tazia * or matim \ This however 
•did not hinder, but that fome of his own foldiers, in the camp without 
■the city, beat their breafts, and "-made lamentations according to their 
former cuftom.j for which they were feverety puniflied. 

. The foene was now drawing near a •clofe: the ^randwr of a great 
prince and £ eonqjuerpr cabled on napir for fome p&s of generality. 
^hofe jndian lords, who had been employed in udng .their Wueaee 
.^d authority ^> jCoUe;<a the yaft treAfures he had a&a#ed, wer« intitle^l 
ito fome regard, tho' At were but a mack of honour. • 

For thefe, forty-two prefents* were provided, confifting each of three, 
four; t>r five pieces of gold or filver fluffs, according to their refpe&ive 
•ranks. Thofe appointed for nizam al mUluck, sirbtjllind khan, 
the great vizir, kumm*r o'd*n khan % and mahommbd khan bun- 
gush, 

y The two fons of ali often mentioned. * Signifies mourning. * Death. 

* Thefe are called khalait, which properly iigaifies perfect or accomplished ; a robe of honour 
.given by the king. See Vol. Ilf . page 43. - c Signifies the moon of religion. They 

tell a remarkable (lory of this perfon, with relation to his fon bepreddin khan, who difappearcd 
at karnal, and it was reafonable to prefume fell in the field of battle. Soon after this time, the 
rajah of perver met a young man in the habit of a dervish, whom he took to be bedreddim 
khan, whofe perfon was well known to him. The raj ah. having a great friend&ip for the vizir, 
lent an exprefs to court, to inform that minifler of the joyful news that his fon was found. In the mean 
while, the young man was received by the rajah with the utmoft politenefe and affection, and cJoath- 
ed in the ricbeft manner, agreeable to his fupppfed quality. The vizir was transported with joy at 
the news, and received the compliments of his friends upon this happy occation. Orders were dif- 
n patched immediately to the rajah, to {end dieiiippofed fon to court ; a rich palankin was prepared, 
and mounted on an elephant, and the young man was conveyed with great pomp by five hundred 
horfe as iar as acbarabad, where he was received with great marks of diftin&ion by the foldiers 
'and domeflics, whom, the vizir had fent to meet him. From thence he was conducted to the capi- 
tal. The young man wa»no fooner arrived there, than the rmr 'received him with open arms, and 
iked oyer bm the tears of joy and paternal afle6ion : the refemblance was.fo great, that the vizir 

1. entertained 
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*.us», arirNiSiAtf general, who had alfo been of great fervice to the 1739. 
Persian monarch, were mach more confiderable, confifting of three 
rich- veftments, a turbant, with a persiau fabre and knife, the handles 
of which were mounted with gold, and enameled. This ceremony was 
performed on the firft of may, and all the omras were ordered to. at- 
tend at the general divan, where mahommed shah their own fovereign 
was prefent : they were alfo entectaitied with the morning's repaft d . 

Upon this occafion, the great moghol himfelf received marks, of 
tfre friend (hip of the feasian monarch, viz. a crown, a bracelet *, a* 
fillet f , and a: girdle richly fet with jewels. To thefe were added a* en- 
amelled dagger ^ and two fwords, the handles of which were fct with 
jewels. Nadir shah with his owiv hand placed the crown on the 
dRBAT moghgl's head, as if he meant to fignify, that to his arm the 
i-ndian monarch was indebted for his dominions. He alfo declared 
\pith an imf&erious air, which at once argued his contempt of the In- 
dians, and the moft lofty conceit of his own power, that if the lords of 
the court were omilEve in tbcjr.duty, he would call them to fevere ac- 
count y that they ought to confider him always as near, fine* he could 
be with them in forty days from kanpahar, 

* 

Whether 

1 * 

entertained not the leaft jealoufy, but imagined his fuppofed Ton jelled, wjien he declared in the 
ibtne manner he had done to the rajah, that he was not bedrbddin khan. The delation was* 
carried fo far, that he was introduced to the harram, and prefented to his fuppofed mother. His- 
cCrtrrttenatice, his ftature; his voice, and air, perfuaded this- lady alfo that he was her Ton ; but as he. 
ftfll petfifted that he was not, her curiofity induced her to examine his body, as bedreddin khan.. 
had a mark in a particular place. What pen can defcribe her farrow and confufion,, when ihe dis- 
covered that he was not her Ton ! The indignity of a Granger being brought to her apartment aggra- 
vated the misfortune ; whillt the young man complained of their incredulity, by compelling him to 
fiibmfc tc^Aich an exfrenYiry. Under thefe circumftances, the vixir offered to adopt him as .his fan,, 
aid by that nttttts at otttewipe off the ftam, and enjoy fame part of the pleafures of a father, in* 
the fockry of 'orte who fo much* refelxltrted his real fan. Bat neither was this practicable, for the 
trwt father of fWkytmtrg man, who thought he had' Jolt him, was no fooner informed of the adven- 
tuoc, than he pedOimed his fan, with the joy that is natural to a tender parent. d This 

we may ctil-sitfter breakfaft or dinner, as their' cuftom is not to eat till about 1 x o'clock, after which, 
the pirsians Gftly eat once more ill the day. See Vol.'!. page 229. e Which, 

the i»or Arts call frA *ottbojit>'. f This they call £ sirpeach, which is wore round tho.- 

tutbaqt : pei"feni-of great VfifHh&ion generally have them fet with precious ilones- * WhicJu 

the Indians call cut. ffctffcJl ' 



192 



THE HISTO&Y OF 



Part IV. 



1739. 



Whether any particular ceremony was performed upon the moohol's 
yielding up the Indian dominions which nadir claimed, does not ap- 
pear •, but this feems to be the proper place to mention the extraordinary 
ceffion made to the Persian king, which was as follows : 

« 

c< May God perpetuate the reign of nadir shah, who is exalted as 
c f saturn h , in glory like mars*, in pomp like Alexander k , fove- 
" reign of the kings of the earth ; the fhadow of the Almighty, and 
« c the refuge of islam l , whofe court is the heavens m . 

« The minifters ■ of the fultan, who is merciful, and the emperor, 
«? who. is aiiguft, formerly fent cmbaffadors to us to treat of certain dc- 
<c mands, with which it was our purpofe to comply. The erabafiador 
c< mahommed khan turkuman, not long fince arrived here from 
" xandahar to remind us thereof 5 but our minifters having delayed 
" the embaflador, and poftponed anfwering the letters of his fublime 
" majefty, it at length produced fuch a mifunderftanding between us, 
" that his viftorioua army came into hindostan. Wc encountered in 
* € the fields of karnal, where vi&ory arofe in the eaft of his wide- 
** dining fortune. 

* 

. c< As his fublime majefty is mighty as jumsheid •, the greateft of the 
" turkumans, and the fource of goodnefs as well as valour; relying 

* on 

* Saturn is "87,000 miles diftant from the earth; hence, tho' it appears fo fmall, aftronomers 
mention it as twenty timet die diameter of die earth. The ring, which furrounds his middle like 
an arch, contains forty-five diameters of the earth. How does the mind labour to reach- the vaft 
expanfe ; jet is not this more to infinite fpace than a moment to eternity ! * There is alftf 

a comparifon made with mars, viz. " impetuous as the god of war :" but this feems to be drop- 
ping the figure with regard to mars as a planet. Being placed between jupitir and die suk, 
it might imply power and glory. It is true, a more apt meaning might have been cloaked, ifthe 
ihd'Jah or Persian aftrologcrs agreed with thofe of juropb, with regard to the appearances of 
mars, with a ruddy troubled light, fuppofcd to be encompafied with a cloudy atmofphere ; if 
theyhad dared under the notion of a panegyric to tell a bold truth. * Some writers 

hare tranflated this, " the fecond Alexander ;" and from thence make many remarks on the 
fiippofed model which nadir followed! though his motives feem to have been very different from 
that of the orbcian hero. ' By this is meant the true faith. • It is hard to 

fay which of thefe three compliments is the greateft bombaft, or the moft iH applied. * As 

they often ufe the third perfon plural ; when they fpeak of princes, they also espreft an awJhl re- 
sped, not by ascribing their actions to their minifters, but fubftituting the inftrument lor the agent* 
♦ Tins was one of die antient kings of pe*9ia, remarkable lor great jpower. 
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f( on his honour, we had the fetisfadion of an interview, and enjoyed 1739* 
« the unmixed delight* of his heavenly company. After this we came 
together to shajehanabai>p, where all the jewels and treasures of the 
emperors of rindo&tan * were prefented to him : and, in compliance 
witfc our requeft, In© fublime majefty was gracioufly pleafed to accept 
<* df iome of them. 

<c But in regard to the illuftrious family of jurgh in % and the honour 
cc he pro&ffcs for thie Qfiginal tree of turkan 8 , out of the greatnefs of 
" his foul, and the overflowings of his humanity, he has been pleafed 
<f to reftore to us the crown and gem of hinpqstan. 

" In confideration of this a& of generofity, which no father has ever 
" {hewn to a fon, nor any brother to a brother, we make over to him 
<c all the countries to the weft of the river attok', and of that of 
" sci^d u , and nala sunkra w , which is a branch of the scind. That 
<c is to fay, peishor with its territories; the principality of cabul and 
" gazna, hazarijat, the mountainous rfefidcnces of the Afghan^ 
" with the caftles of buckhor, sunkor x , and khoudabad ; the pafies, 
<c territories, and abodes of the tchoukis and ballouches, with the 
" whole province of tata : alfo the caftle of ram j the towns of 
<c chun, sumawali, and ketra, with all the caftles, towns, ports, 
" villages, and open country, from the firft rife of the river attok, 
" with all the country comprehended within its branches, till it empties 
" itfelf into the fea at nala sunkra. 



<c 



Thefe we freely give up to the dominion of th* powerful fovereign 
<( of Persia, and from hence forward our officers and fubje&s (hall 
evacuate the fame, and refign the property and government to the per* 

sian 






■ 

* Dehlie. * India. r This word is fometioies wrote gourcan ; but they 
both equally allude to tbmur. beg or tamerlane, of whom the Indian emperors are defcended. 

* This alfo I underftand to allude to tamer l an e. 'I have already obfdrved that this is 
part of the indus. u Part of the country on. the welt of the in d us often goes under this 
denomination, as well as the indus itfelf. w This is fome times called nalb sengure, 
which feems to be the ifland between the indus and what nfi lisle calls the river dimtade. 

* This is fometimes wrote sekir. 
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1739. <c siAn king, to be difpofed of at his pleafure. We renounce all our 
" right to command, controul, or collect revenues, in any of thofe do- 
C€ minions. But the caftle and town of lohre bender, with all the 
" country to the eaftward of the river attok, and of the waters of the 
" scind, and nala sunkra, fhall, as before, belong to the empire of 
" hindostan. Dated at shajehanabad the fourth of mohir&im, 
c< 1152 V' 

This acquifition of dominion was an objed of no lefs confequence,' 
than all the treafures of which nadir robbed the moghol, particularly 
the province of pekhor; if we may judge from the great revenues which 
he drew from that comfueft : nor was there any other danger of his lofing 
it, than what naturally arofe from the circumftances of hie^own govern- 
ment. The feat pf the Persian empire, which he had eftablUhed in 
khorasan, was alfo calculated for the fupport of his conqueft, had pro- 
vidence permitted him to eftablifh by the arts of peace, what he had 
thus acquired by the fword. But as the great moghol became a prey 
to nadir by the fault of too great gentlenefs ; fo nadir's excefs of fe- 
verity neceffarily rendered him odious, and confequently haftened his fall 
with a more prodigious ruin. 

Nadir had now returned the Indian diadem to the legal pofleflbr, 
feemingly with a much greater indifference, than Alexander reftored 
to porus, the kingdom which he had conquered from him, with an ad- 
ditional territory. Mahommed shah was not indeed an objedt of jea- 
loufy, as he feemed no ways inclined to war, or to commence any 
future conteft : whereas porus fignalized himfelf in military atchiev- 
ments. Alexander indeed abandoned india entirely ; probably becaufe 
he could not keep it, and therefore can claim the lefs merit : nadir re- 
tained a confidcrable fhare of his conqueft, on a prefumption that he 
could keep it. Shall we fay that honour or generofity was concerned in 
either cafe ? Little more than what arifes from the virtue which is paffive, 
becaufe there is no temptation or inclination to offend. 



Nadir 



y Dehiie, the ad of apr i 1, i:39» 
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Nadir beiog now prepared to march back into his own country; 1739, 
took occafion to give a leflbn of advice to the great moghol ; and 
under the cloak of friendship, to recommend fuch a conduft as tended 
910ft to the fecurity of the new conqueft, which had been juft yielded 

to him. It is faid he ipoke to this effe<ft : <c You ought by all means to 

* ■ 

$€ take poffeffion of the lands affigned for the fupport of your governors % 
and pay each of them their appointments with ready money out of 
your treafuries. Let none of them keep any forces of their own : you 
u will then have the lefs occafion for a numerous (landing army ; how- 
<c ever, you ought to fupport a body of fixty thoufand choice cavalry, 
u at the annual expence of fixty rupees a . each. Every ten men ought to 
€( have one corporal b , every ten corporals one captain c , and every ten cap- 
" tains one commander of a thoufand d . Acquaint yourfelf with the coun- 
" try, family, and name of all your officers, with their refpe&ive merits and 
" inclinations. Never fuffer either them or the common foldiers to be idle 
" or ina&ive. When occafion requires, detach a fufficient number of your 
" troops under the command of a brave, faithful, and experienced offi- 
" cer; but when he has executed his bufinefs, recall him. By this 
" means you will have the lefs to fear, with regard to the confequences 
" of too great a power. 

As to the great officers of your court, be careful in your choice of 
them, and do not prefer thofe who are artful, ambitious, or felf- 

" interested. Were I to chufe them, they would fhew you very lit- 
tle refpeft in my ahfence * but you may depend, if any of them 
prove rebellious, I will fend to chaflife them. If necefiary, I can be 
with you myfelf in forty days from kanp ah ar % and never reckon 

« me far off." 

This advice feemed to be in fome meafure agreeable to nadir's own 
maxims of government -, tho' the frontiers which he had to guard required 

B b a fo 

2 -Thefe are called j acuirs, or lands appointed for payment of the fallaries of the refpe&ive go- 
vernors, which naturally gives them a kind of (bvereignty, by collecting the taxes, and converting 
them to their own ufe. The advice here feems to be very juft. * Sixty rupees, or 7 /. 10/. 

is bat 30 crowns of Persia, whereas nadir's foldiers coft him 100 crowns, including officers. But 
fervitude is cheaper in inpia. b Deh-bashi. c Suoival. d Hazarri, 

fometimes called mimbashi. • The distance is computed between 7 and 800 miles. 
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>739« f° man y f° rces > ^ at he was often obliged to employ fuch commanders as 
be had fooo reafon to diftruft. He recommended to sirbullind khan, 
nizam al muluck, and other oMk as belonging to the court of 
mahommed shah, to he faithful to their rhafter ; telling them, that a 
religious adherence to their duty to their own fovereign, would be their 
beft fecurity againft his refentment. 

The 4th of ma y he iflued out orders for his army to march, and procla- 
mation was made, that no fubjedt of mahommed shah fhould prefume, 
under pain of death, to conceal any one belonging to his army. He alfo 
gave orders, that none of his officers or foldiers fhould carry with them 
any male or female flaves, except fuch as had been bought with money,, 
and with the public confent of the parties ; and that, v even women law- 
fully married to them, fhould not be takep aw^y without their confent*. 
Some of the officers ufed the moll gentle entreaties, but none of the In- 
dian women could be entirely prevailed on to leave their country ; na- 
dir therefore obliged thefe officers to fend back the few women who 
had accompanied them out of the city. , This rigor ieemed to arife either 
from the regard w^kh he always {hewed to the freedom of that fex > 
as far as mahommed an principles allow ; or from a fear left thefe wo- 
men fhould be a means of fupporting a correfpondence with the Indian s> 
not confiftent with his fyftem of politics. 



. As foon as he arrived at the garden* of shalim Aft, be tfderAd a muftef 
of his army. Four hundred men being miffing, ftrka fearch wat madtf 
after them ; of thefe, fixty were found and brought to the camp. As a 
proof of the feverity of his difcipline, he caufed their heads to be cut 
off inftantly upon the field. This induced the Indians out of pure 
mercy to conceal the other deferters. 



Nadir carried with him a hundred and thirty Writers, among whbfti 
feveral who underftood the finances of the empire, of which he was partU 
cularly defirous of acquiring an entire knowledge. He alfo obliged three 
hundred mafons and builders, two hundred fmiths, two hundred carpenters, 
and one hundred ftone-eutters, to engage in his fervice > in order to go into 

PERSIA. 
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Persia. His intentions Were to build a city after the model of dehlie, a 1730* 
draught of which he carried with him. This new city was propofed to 
be called nadir abad f 5 which at the fame time that it tranfmitted his 
own name to pofterity, might remain a monument of his conqueft in 
inoia, and of his victory obtained over the great moghol. He allow- 
ed thefe artificers large pay, and provided them with harks and other 
neceflkries for their journey : he alfo agreed, that after the expiration 
of three years, they fhould be at liberty to return home. However this 
defign might flatter his vanity, it was never carried into execution : part 
of thefe Indians deferted before they reached lahor, and the continual 
wars in which he was afterwards engaged diverted the thought of this 
projeft> after his return into Persia. 

Befides the jewels, gold, frlver, and other valuables already mentioned, 
he took with him near three hundred * elephants, ten thoufand horfes,, 
and as many camels, of which many were loaded with fpoil. Moft of 
the gold and filver was melted into large ingots, and flung over the backs- 
of camels, horfes and mules. If we reckon one half part of the thirty 
crores h already mentioned to be in gold, and the other in filver, ac- 
cording to the ordinary computation of loads, even for common journies in 
Persia, would require five thoufand feven hundred camels, and two thou- 
fend and fifty horfes and mules K The manufactures, furniture, and war- 
like weapons, it may be prefumed, would require a much greater number. 

It is computed that the houfes and goods deftroyed by fire, and the 
fields which were laid watte* amounted to near twenty crores k $ we may 
therefore reckon upon the whole, that this Persian ravager fpoiled the 
Indians of above one hundred and twenty millions of pounds*. 

A* 

f The city of nadi*. f Some accounts fay he took a thoufand elephants, which 

feems to be much tod great a number to have been collected, or to be of any ufe. Thefe animals 
indeed carry large burthens ; but except it be for artillery and fuch like ufes, darnels, horfes, and 
mules, anfwer the purpofe better. This is a long-lived, animal, and yet I could never hear that 
there were fuch numbers in per^ia ; the number in- the camp did not reach to thirty, and thofe 
which nab in fejat into turkey and Russia did not exceed twenty, * 37,500^,006 A 

* This review 6( the flktter would tempt on6 to believe that the treaTttre* was* not of fuch impor- 
tance, though we may prefume that it was a larger fum than ever was collected in one treaf ury : 
nor is it of conference, fince whatever it was, it is diffipated.. * zc,&oo,ooo /. 
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As to the number of fouls who were plunged into eternity upon th« 
# unhappy occafion, they are not reckoned lefs than two hundred thoufand j 
of whom fell between lahor and karnal, in the battle, and a few 
days afterwards, forty thoufand ; in the maflacre one hundred and ten 
thoufand ; in the villages, and thofe who died by famine, fifty thoufand. 
We will how leave the Indians to repair by induftry and commerce, the 
havock created by their avaricious enemy, and follow nadir in his march. 



^r 1 



CHAR XXVI. 

Nadir continues bis march from the gardens of shajlimar. An in/lance 
of bis vanity and avarice. His cruelty towards numbers of the pea/ants. 
Contribution of lahor. His pafage aver the chantrou obJIruSled. 
He returns back towards lahor. Confederacy of the Afghans- and 
Indians to oppofe bis pajfage tbrougb the defies. Hefeizes the plunder 
belonging to bis own foldiers. His march to peishor. Khudayar 
khan refufes to acknowledge the fovereignty of nadir, and is reduced. 
Nadir purfues bis march to kandahar. He fends bis treafures to 
KiCLAT, and conquers kHieva and Bokhara, 

•• • 

THE neceflary difpofitions being made, on the fixth of may 
nadir purfued his march from the gardens of shalimar, dired- 
ing his courfe to the plains of karnal, where the Indians firft owned 
him as their conqueror. According to the ordinary confequence of vaft 
poffeffions, the precautions he took, fecmed to argue a greater in- 
quietude for the prefervation, than he had (hewn folicitude for the ac- 
quifition, of his riches. 

When he arrived on the plains of karnal, fie fent for the chief 1 of 
the town of that name, and commanded him to build a village on the 
fpot he had incamped, and to call it by the name of fateh abad w : for 
this purpofe, it is laid, he gave him five thoufand rupees. It is not im- 
probable, that an inclination to continue the memory of his victory, might 

induce 

{ Zbmipah. f Signifies the habitation of viftoiy. 

4 
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indue* him to. be at ttiis expence; but this fum of 600/. is fo very in- 1739. 
confiderable, that it plainly proves liow ftrbng the paflion of avarice be- 
came in lils breaft amidft fuch v^ft riches. 

As the army was marching, the peadnts watched their opportunities 
to plunder. or kill the foldiers, who were jent out to provide neceffaries ; 
they alfo pillaged the exterior parts of the camp in the night, infomuch 
that the Persians loft above a thoufand camels, horfes, and mules, be- 
fore they reached taniseer. The shah, enraged at this behaviour, 
gave orders for plundering that town, and putting the inhabitants to the 
fword. Other towns and villages fuffered the fame fate : By this ftep he 
intended to terrify the people into compliance, fince he could not by 
any other means engage them to fupply his army. 

As zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, had made his fubmif- 
fions to nadir, when he pafled through the province of penjab in his 
way to dehlie y it was apprehended that the inhabitants had nothing 

to fear: but as foon as the khan heard of the maflacre at dehlie, and 
of the feverity with which the contributions had been exa&ed in that 
city, he forefaw the ftorm that was gathering, Refolving therefore not 
to be taken at a difadvantage, he fummoned all the merchants, money- 
changers", and wealthy inhabitants, to bring in their quotas towards 
railing a crore of rupees °. This fum was deemed the utmoft which 
they could pay. 

Nadir was no foonec arrived at the gardens of shalimar, than he 
difpatched abdul baki khan, with a confiderable body of troops, to 
demand a large contribution of lahor ; and having pafled through ser- 
hind, he was drawing near to the capital of the province, when zeka- 
riah khan went out to meet him. The crore of rupees was prefented, 
with the ftrongeft proteftation that this fum was the utmoft which the 
city could raife ; ' that if it was his pleafure to pillage or to {laughter the 
inhabitants, they were unable to reiift his forces, and therefore refigned 
to whatever fhould be determined. Abdul baki khan had orders to 

demand 

■ SlRAFS. • 1,250,000/. 
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1719. demand a larger fiim; but this juft representation being made to the 
shah, the crejre of rupees was accepted, and the Persian army continued 
their march. 

When they arrived on the banks of the chantrou, the bridge of boats 
prepared for their pafiage had been carried away by a ftidden (welling of 
the waters; nadir therefore directed his march back, and entered the 
province of pen jab. A body of horfe was difpatched to lahor the 
capital, to demand prpvifions. The inhabitants, who had hardly reco- 
vered from their dread of fire and fword, at the late approach of the 
Persian army, and were impoverished by the contributions they had 
, paid, now thought only of faving their lives by flight. Zekariah 
khan was no fooner informed of the pannic with which the people 
were (truck, thap he went and threw himfelf at nadir's feet, and begged 
that he would not approach nearer the city, engaging at the fame time 
that the bridge fhould be repaired without delay : it was accordingly per* 
formed, and the army paffed over. 

Nadir then dire&ed his courfe towards rehnas, a fortified city on 
the eaftern banks of the indus near suvat, a branch of that river. 
Thence advancing to attok, he attempted to pafs the indus, into the 
dominions which had been lately yielded up to him. Here the want 
of a fufficient number of boats to form the bridge obliged him to halt : 
and this delay afforded time to the Afghans and the Indians, who 
inhabited the weftern fide of the river, to take up arms. The vafl booty 
which the Persians had amafled, was a temptation not to be refifted $ 
and they feemed refolved to try their fortune, if by uniting their forces 
they could feize fome part of the plunder. 

What their efforts would have produced, had they been carried into 
execution, it is not eafy to determine. The Persian king certainly 
thought himfelf in danger, and chofe rather to negotiate for a free paf- 
fage, than run a hazard where there was nothing to gain. The confede- 
ration of a vaft treafure, had rendered the fierce and intrepid nadir, 
cautious and circumfpett. His mind, ever fertile in expedients, now 
7 fuggefted 
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fuggefted to him to write to nacir khan, the late governor of cabul, 1739. 
whom he had left at peishor, commanding him in the mod exprefs 
terms to ufe his intereft to difperfe the tribes, who were affembled in the 
mountains. The khan immediately fent for the chiefs of this confe- 
deracy, and perfuaded them to decline their enterprise, for which, ac- 
cording to his inftrudtions, he engaged to give them ten lacks of rupees *. 
However large this fum might appear upon another occafion, it was an 
object of very little confideration compared with the bulk of nadir's 
treafure ; he therefore remitted this fum without delay, and purchafed a 
free paflage *. 

In the mean time the bridge was preparing for his paflage over the 
indus, when meflengers arrived from the court of the great moghol, 
requesting in behalf of that prince the redemption of two rich feather- 
jewels, belonging to the head-drefs of the fultana. Upon this, orders 
were given for fearching the royal treafury, but no fuch jewels could be 
found. It was reafonable to prefume that they had been brought away from 
the Indian court, and of courfe they muft be in die pofleflion of ibme 
officer or foldier in the army. This fuggefted to nadir fufficient reafbn 
to challenge all precious ftones as his property y accordingly he ordered 
Arid fearch to be made, and that all ihould be brought into the treafury . 
under penalty of death. Numbers of the foldiers, whoie paffion for gain 
was not perhaps inferior to that of their general, enraged to fee the fruits of 
fo long and perilous a march ravilhed from them, threw them into the In- 
dus ; and others concealed them in the earth : infomuch, that altho' great 
quantities were collected, this extraordinary refolution it is believed coft 
fome millions of crowns value to Persia. The jewels, plundered both by 
the private men and officers, muft have been very confiderable: the 
prefents and bribes which they received, amounted to a great fum, parti- 
cularly on the unhappy occafion of the maflacre of dehlie, when many 
of the Indian lords and perfons of diftin&ion faved their lives by the 
mere force of their great riches. A great part of this, efpecially jewels 

which 

p 1 25,000 L 1 It is laid that other inhabitants of the mountains afterwards made the 

tame demand, which he refufed to comply with. 

Vol. IV. C c 
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1739. which could be eafily concealed, was not till then brought into the royal 
treafury r . The quantity of precious ftones, delivered up to nadir 
upon this occafion, amounted to a great value ; but neither of the jewels 
in queftion appeared till a confiderable time after, when one of them 
was found among the fequeftered effeds of a general officer, who was 
put to death $ the other never appeared. 

It is amazing to confidcr the afcendency which nadir had acquired over 
his army, and that fuch a ftep as this did not produce a revolt s $ but his 
addrefs in fowing the feeds of jealoufy and diftruft among them was fuch, 
that they were afraid of each other ; and this ever proved his beft fecu- 
rity. Numbers of them might now be more inclined to defert, than to 
give up their valuable plunder ; yet the circumftances they were in, with 
regard to an enemy's country, was an infuperable obftacle to tjieir taking 
fuch a ftep. 

After pafling the indus, he di reded his march to peishor, where 
he halted for fome days : he left a Persian general, with a confiderable 
body of forces, but confirmed nacir khan in the government of that 
province, and conferred fevoral honours on him, in acknowledgment of 
his great fervices. From thence, continuing his rout towards cabul, he 
detached abdul baki khan, with five thoufand horfe, to receive ho- 
mage from khudayar khan, governor of pekier *. This khan had 
refufed to pay homage to nadir, now fovereign of that country j and 
colle&ed a confiderable body of forces to oppofe the Persian army. 
Finding that his late mafter the great moghol had not been able to 
fuppoit him, he refolved to try if he could obtain an independent fove- 
reignty. 

Abdujl 

' See Vol. J. page 155. for the quantity of large (tones on horfe furniture. ' I was told 

in Persia, that he took from the foldiers all their money alfo, except one hundred crowns ; fome 
accounts mention two hundred and fifty crowns ; but I have fome difficulty in believing either. As 
to jewels, they would be fubjelt to difcovery in the fale of them* which would not have been the 
cafe with money. « This country is to the fouth of cab ul on the indus, bordering upon 

m u lt a n : I do not find it laid down by db l i sle. There are feveral forts and ftrong places in it, 
fuch as louheri, sexier, and tikier. The people of this country are partly ma homm eda ns, 
and partly pagans. 



Chap.XXVJ. NADIR SHAH. 20* 

ABDtJL baki khan foon arrived on the frontiers of this country, 
but was in no fituation to reduce khudayar khan by force. He 
therefore lent to acquaint this Indian lord of his arrival, and at the 
fame time to advife him to make a ready fubrtiiflion. This offer being 
rejedte^ with contempt, abdul baki informed the shah of the cir- 
cumftances which he was in. Nadir being now near kandahar, fent 
his treafures and heavy baggage under a numerous convoy into that flrong 
fortrefs, and then diredted his courfe fouth eaft through the country of 
hazarijat. Khudayar khan was no fooner informed of the march 
of the Persian army, than he burnt a foreft, laid wafte the open coun- 
try, and ufed his endeavours to poifon the water. 

This proceeding caufed a new alarm in the moghol's territories: 
nadir was no fooner informed of the defperate meafures which this 
indian lord had taken to fupport himfelf, than he fent his commands 
to zekariah khan, the governor of lahor, and alfo to his fon haiat 
ulla khan, governor of multan, to repair to his camp immediately, 
and to fiirnifli his army with provifions. How great foever their reluc- 
tance, neceffity obliged them to pay a ready obedience to the fummons. 
Zekariah khan was reputed an able politician : and this talk now re- 
quired the exercife of his abilities ; fince he had not only to provide 
the Persian army with provifions, but alfo to obtain the fubmiffion 
of khudayar khan. The latter offered to make fuch prefents as his 
circumftances permitted, with condition that the Persian army would 
purfue their rout to kandahar, without making any irruption into his 
territories ; otherwife he perfifted in his defiance. 

■ 

This was a language to which the victorious king of Persia was not 
accuftomed; he therefore ordered zekariah khan to bring to him 
thofe chiefs of the country who had fubmitted, as hoftages for the good 
behaviour of their people ; and at the fame time to conduct his army by 
a rout, where they might be properly fupported, in order to compel 
khudayar khan to furrender. 
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1739. As icon as nadir arrived in the neighbourhood of khudaabad \ the 
Indian chief retired with his riches to bmik-kiout, a ftrong fort on 
the oppofite fide of the river hest-nud. Zekariah khan renewed 
his entreaties in terms fo perfuafive, that at length aHurance being fcnt 
that nadir would pardon what was paft, and accept a moderate prefent, 
khupay ar khan confented to fend his fon, and to make his fubmiflion. 
This young lord was very kindly received, and entertained in a fump- 
tuous manner, together with all his numerous attendance. In the mean 
while, nadir ordered fome parties of his troops to take poflcffion of the 
boats in which the Indians came, and by favour of the night to repafs 
the river. This was performed fo well, that the Indians who guarded 
the fort of emir-kiout, taking them for the retinue of their khan's 
ion, fuffercd the Persians to enter, and take poflcffion of it. The 
khan had time to make his efcape, but at length thought proper to ca- 
pitulate, and give up all his riches. 

The news of this affair having reached the moghol's court, a report 
prevailed, as if the infatiable avarice of nadir was bringing him a fecond 
time into the Indian territories! thefe apprehenfions alarmed the whole 
country, and occasioned a great confternation. Several of the princes* 
who commanded in the mountains, formed a confederacy to oppofe his 
p&fiage ; and his not invading tfieir dominions, was imputed to the great 
preparations made to oppofe him. 

It is very hard to believe, that a canine appetite for gold fhould fo far 
efface all fentiments of honour and clemency in the mind of nadir, as 
to induce him to commit fo flagrant a violation of the treaty lately con* 
eluded with the moqhol, and to obliterate the rememhrance of his 
being a king, by an a& fo unworthy . The power derived from force 
only, can be no fecurity, when princes throw off even the raafk of juftice, 
and as it were declare war againft the rational fpecics. Whatever fufpi- 
cion he might lie under on this occafion, he gave great proofs of eftecm 

for 

* We are left entirely to feek for this city ; the country to the weft of the indvs, towards the 
iiipian fea> feems to be very little known to the map-makers, w Rajahs. 
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for zekariah khan, by making him feveral prefents, and fending him 1739* 
to dbhlis with a number of fine horfes for mahommed shah. The - 
Indians were foon after delivered from their fears, by the joyful news 
that the Persian army was paft kanoahar. 

We have already obferved, that whilft nadir was in kandahar, 
his fon, riza kouli myrza, had made an incurfion as far as balkh, 
which fubmitted to him ; but he was not able to fubdue the ousbeg 
tartars of khieva and Bokhara x , who, during the troubles in the 
Persian empire, had made frequent inroads into khor.&san, and car- 
ried many thoufands of the inhabitants into flavery. Thefe people are 
remarkable for their vivacity and love of liberty. As they are for the 
mod part of the fed of the sunnis, they hate the Persians ; but the 
difference in religion has not occasioned fuch frequent contefts, as their 
neighbourhood and ftrong propensity to rapine. Kh or as an had often 
fuffered by their depredations, nor had they been intirely quiet during 
the abfence of the Persian army in india. Nadir had fome time be- 
fore fent embaffadors to the khan of khieva, demanding the perisans, 
numbers of whom were detained in flavery in that country. But thefe 
tartars were intoxicated with their former fuccefs, and having en- 
joyed an uninterrupted fecurity for many years, feemed to have loft all 
fenfe of danger. Contrary to the laws of nations, which even in this 
country are deemed facred, with refpeft to the reprefentatives of kings, 
they put the Persian embaffadors to death ; only one, the leaft con- 
fiderable in rank, was fent back to his matter without his nofe and ears. 
Such a proceeding could not but incenfe the impetuous nadir, and draw 
on the fire of his refentment. 

The occafion was now favourable for the reduction of thefe people. 
Nadir having detached a large body of his. troops from kandahar 
to K/£Lat with his treafures, took the rout through the kingdom of 
balkh. He pafTed the river a mo, and arrived in the neighbourhood of 
Bokhara about the beginning of October, with an army of near fifty 

thoufand 

x Some antiquaries are of opinion, that thefe people are the defendants of the tribe of israil, 

Whom SALAMAZAR, king of ASSYRIA, fent illtO MIDI*. 
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1739- thoufand men. The ousbeg tartars who inhabit this city and its 
diftridfc, fubmitted to him immediately. He fet at liberty the Persians 
who had been detained in captivity, and inliHed about twelve thoufand of 
the inhabitants who were fit to bear arms ; thejfe ousbegs being efteem~ 
ed the beft foldiers in tartary. In confequence of the ready fubmiilion 
of the khan of this cbuntry, nadir inverted him with the government 
of all the territories of Bokhara to the north of the amo, and alfo made 
very valuable prefents to him and his dependents. 

. The khan of khieva had taken the field with about twenty thoufand 
men. He had hardly ever feen a more formidable army, and flattered 
himfelf with fuccefs : but as foon as he heard of the fuperior numbers of 
the Persians, and that nadir himfelf was at their head, he retired 
with precipitation towards his capital. The Persian king being in- 
formed of the fituation of the enemy, made fuch forced marches, that 
the ousbegs were obliged to flop at shanka y . Here the khan made, a 
brave refiftance, but was at length obliged to furrender. Nadir chat* 
lenged him with the murder of his embafladors : he excufed himfelf, al- . 
ledging that it w^s done by the ousbegs without his knowledge. To 
this the Persian king replied -, " If you have not abilities to govern the 
few fubjeds who inhabit your territories, you do not deferve to live ; 
and for the affront fhewn me in the murder of my embafladors, you 
have no title to die like men ; you (hall die like dogs." He then or- 
dered the executioners to cut the throat of the khan and about thirty of 
his chief attendants ; a punifhment efteemed the moft ignominious among 
the Persians. Upon the news of the fate of this khan, all the towns 
and villages furrendered except the capital. 

The inhabitants of khieva (hut their gates againft the conqueror, re- 
viving to oppofe him to the lad extremity. Several of them, who were 
apprehenfive of the confequences of fo rafh an enterprize, attempted to 
leave the town, and were put to death as deferters. The number of 
their Persian flaves was fo great, that fome were cruelly put to death 
in cold blood, merely out of fear of their rifing, and the reft were im- 

prifoned. 

y A city abont half a day's journey to the eaftward of k hie va. 
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prifoned. The 8th of November nadir shah incamped on the eaft 1739* 
fide of khieva : he fent feveral meflages and demanded a parley, but 
the ousbegs abfolutely refufed to grant it. The Persian army therefore 
inverted the city, and planted eighteen cannon, and fixteen mortars % at 
different places. They alfo raifed machines of wood, from whence they 
could fee over the walls : and after throwing up a breaft-work, to guard 
themfeves from the enemy's fmall (hot, they attacked the town. Thefe 
tartars were yet pofleffed of a few field-pieces, which they had taken 
from the unfortunate prince beckawitz*. On the 14th the shah or- 
dered the town to be battered in breach b . The engineers did their 
part fo well, that the inhabitants foon became fenfible of their rafhnefs. 
Several breaches being now made, and the ditch almoft filled, nadir 
gave orders for {forming : upon this the ousbegs furrendered at difcre- 
tion. An inventory was taken of every thing in the city ; and all the 
foreigners c were ordered to appear before the shah. 

: The 28th of November nadir marched from khieva, taking with 
him near twenty thoufand Persians who had been in captivity, with eight 
thoufand ousbegs as recruits. He left a governor of his own appointing, 

' attended 

2 Whether thefe had been carried into india is not faid; it may be rather prefumed they were 
brought from thence, as they had the conveniency of elephants, which bear very great burthens. 
It has been often (aid that nadir carried heavy cannon with him into india, by breaking them 
into pieces, and calling them a-frefli when he had occafion for them ; but this account favours too 
much of the marvellous. Bendes thefe, the Persians had many field-pieces, and very long fwivel 
guns. The lafl were fixed on pack-faddles, and carried by camels : thefe carried cartridge-ihot to 
-a great diftance, and made great havock ; I have already mentioned them under the name of har- 
quebufies. See Vol. III. page 107. * See account of this expedition, Vol. I. page 189. 

b Mr. Thomson and Mr. hooc, mentioned inVol. I. page 345, 346. were in the town during this 
fiege, and weighed one of thefe balls ; but I am inclined to think they were fired from mortars. 

c Among thefe were the two English travellers above-mentioned. Nadir shah enquired' of 
them what their bufinefs was. Being informed they were merchants, he told them they were at 
liberty to trade through all his dominions 5 and if any wrong was done them, and they were not re- 
drefled by his officers, they fhould apply to him ; they were then difmuTed, and a paflport was 
given them. Thefe pcrfons reported, that many, even of the meaner foldiers in the Persia* 
army, had cloaths of rich filk, and plenty of Indian money. The reader will obferve that the 
journal of thefe travellers, as mentioned in Vol. I, page 345* b £ud to have been in 1740, but it 
ought to be 1739. 
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i^d; attended only by a few Persians, as if be was fiirc of the obedience 
of thefe tartars, or thought them not worth an army to keep them 



m awe. 
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CHAP. XXVII. 

Nadir returns to Persia. Riza kouli myrza murders shah T/£hmas, 
uW /»*£« *# attempt againjl bis father's life. ConduB of nadir to- 
wards his fon. He arrives in the neighbourhood of Isfahan. 

NADIR having now conquered all his enemies on the eaftern fron- 
tiers of his dominions, prepared to return into Persia. His chief 
concern was the fecurity of his vaft treafure ; he therefore marched to 
K-£Lat, which is a few days journey to the fouthward of mesched. 
Here he eftabliflied a fufHcient guard of his beft troops, and conferred 
the command on a brother of lutf ali khan. 

< 

It has been already remarked, that the firft year of nadir's abfence 
had given his fon riza kouli myrza fuch a tafte of power, that he 
exerted it in the moft wanton manner on feveral occafions, to opprefs 
the people, and to indulge his avarice d . We have alfo taken notice that 
his father, upon being informed of thefe arbitrary proceedings, thought 
proper to reftrain his authority. The beginning of this year a report 
prevailed at Isfahan, that the Persian army had been defeated in in* 
dia, and that nadir shah was flain. His fon riza kouli myrza re- 
ceived this account with a feeming fatisfadion. In a real or affe&ed per- 
fuafion that it was true, he in fome meafure affumed the regal authority. 
He began, by caufing the unfortunate shah t^hmas to be put to death, 
together with all his family, who were prifoners at sebsawar. The 
circumftances of the tragical end of this prince, feem to prove that 
nadir was not diflatisfied with this a&ion, and would hardly have 

called 

4 Among other particulars it is related of him, that in a vifit he received from the Armenian 
patriarch, he demanded of this prieft his cap and crofier, which were fet with precious floncs al- 
leging that he had occafion for them, for his father's government, and the ufc of his army. 
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called his fon to any fevere account for it, had not the motive been an 1739. 
impatient defire of wearing the diadem himfelf. 

The perfon, employed in this regicide, was mahommed hussein 
khan e . He had been remarkably adtive in feizing this unfortunate 
prince > and it is probable he was now fearful, that if nadir had met 
with any misfortune, tjehmas would be reftored again to the throne 
of his ancestors. The murder was faid to have been committed after 
this manner : mahommed hussein khan, under the pretence of friend- 
ship, reprefented to tjehmas that his life was threatened, and therefore 
advifed him to retire either into turkey or Russia, and that himfelf 
would facilitate his efcape. As foon as this prince was in his poffeffion, 
he reproached him with cowardice, told him he was unworthy to wear a 
crown, and at the fame time gave a fignal to his groom f to kill him. 

Thus fell the laft of the defcendants of the famous ismael seffie, 
whofe race had filled the throne of Persia for near two hundred and 
fifty years. " It has been feen how remarkable this prince was for a feries 
of misfortunes, during the laft feventeen years* Providence feemed to 
have often interpofed for his deliverance; and tho* neither his refolution 
nor abilities were extraordinary, yet in a lefs corrupt ftate he might 
have rendered his fubje&s happy, and by fupporting his family, prevented 
that efFufion of blood which has exhaufted Persia of its inhabitants, if 
not totally fubverted that antient monarchy. 

Nadir, though returning in triumph, loaded with'fpoil, was now to 
fuffer one of the bittereft calamities. As if Providence had ordained it as 
a punMhment for his enormous offences, his elded fon riza kouli 
myrza, for whom he had a paternal tendernefs, formed a confederacy 

■ 

with a few other perfons, to deprive his father of his life. For this 
purpofe he employed a certain Afghan foldier to (hoot the king, as he 
was returning from KiBLAT, 

It 

■ 

c This is the fame perfon with whom I had fuch particular comedians at astrabad. 

f The perfon who was put to death in the Jfebeltton of astiabad. See Vol. I. page 200. 

Vol. IV. D d 



2 iO THE HISTORY OF FartlV. 

1739* *' ^ as ^* en a ^ rea ^y explained, in what manner the Persian kings 
travel upon common occafions, detached from their army. The shah 
was arrived in a narrow pafs covered with wood, in the mountains which 
feparate the provinces of khorasan and astrabad *, having with him 
only his women and eunuchs : here it was the intrepid Afghan dug 
a pit to conceal himfelf, from whence he might take his aim with the 
greater exa&nefs. He fired his piece, and the bullet paffed under nadir's 
fight arm, and (hot him in the left hand : the horfe alfo being wound- 
ed in the neck, through pain or furprize fell. The Afghan was pre- 
paring to iffue from the wood, and finifh his bufinefs with his fabre; 
- but the eunuchs, drawing their fabres to protedt their mafter, rendered 
the accomplishment of his purpofe impra&icable. A confiderable reward 
was immediately offered for apprehending the affaffin, and a promife of 
pardon if he would difcovcr himfelf. Many of the inhabitants of the 
mountains were brought before the shah : fome of them had offered 
funis of money to the foldiers to excufe their appearance. This was 
urged as a proof of their guilt, but nadir commanded that they fhould 
be releafed,,with this reflection : " Thefe people are innocent. The man 
" who has made fo daring an attempt on my life, muft be a perfon * of 
" diftinguiihed bravery, whofe courage is not inferior to my own." 

It was not long a fecret* that the contriver of this aflaffination was ho 
fcfs than his fon riza kouli myrza, whofe manners we' have already 
obferved had fo great a refemblance with thofe of his father. Rea kouli 
being brought before napir> he intreated him to think of his crime, to 
gfk pardon, and promife obedience. <c Confider," fays he, u I am your 
• c general,, your fbvereign^ your friend, your father, Confider the duty 

" yx)tt 



• Tnupafsis fuppofed to be die fame through which ALBXANDBR-purfued bbssus the bac- 
Tiii* traitor, k The difcovery of this affaffin was not made till above a year after- 

wards, when nad! a recollecting a certain man who had often difiioguilhed himfelf in the field of 
battle, enquired after him ; and being informed that this man had abfented himfelf at foch a time, it 
immediately occurred to him that he mull certainly be the perfon who had fhot at him. The shah 
therefore ordered that the roan fhould be fought for, and brought before him. He was accord* 
ingly found in kandaha*, and **■"*»*"«* to the camp, where- he confefled the ftcl. Nadir iaid 
*> him, " You are a ray brave fellow ; but to prevent your taking fuch good aim, you muft lofc 
* your eyes." 
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you owe me in thefe feveral relations. Refleft on the fmall acknow- 1739, 
ledgments which I require of you. You are in my power, bat I 
- " would not have you peri(h. Live, be happy, and a king, whenever 
<c providence (hall take me from the earth/' He employed feveral of 
his principal officers to perfuade hi* fon to repentance, but riza koujli 
was inflexible, and obftinately perfifted that he had done no wrong in 
attempting his father's life* He told Wm to his face, " You are a tyrant, 
" and ought to die. 1 know the moft you can do is to kill me." The 
afllitted nadir between rage and tendernefs foid, " No : I will not take. 
" your life, but I will make you an example to all the princes of the 
cl earth ; I will cut out your eyes*" Riza kouli, with a fiercenefs pe- 
culiar to himfclf, replied, " Cut them out, and put them into .... *." 

Neceffity, thus obliged nadir to deprive his darling fon of his fight, 
and himfelf of all hopes of making him his heir. The genius and in- 
trepidity of this young man had filled nadir with fanguirie expecta- 
tions of continuing the diadem in his family, which indeed could hard- 
ly be expeded by a fucceflbr of lefs resolution than himfelf. Some days 
after this event, nadir commanded that his fon fliould be brought be- 
fore him, and he enquired of him, yet with a mixture of paternal tender- 
nefs, concerning, his health. The fon, (till repugnant to every fentiment 
of filial afFe&ion, and not rendered lefs daring by his diflrefs, replied, 
" You have not blinded mefo much as you have blinded all persia: 
€< what the confequence muil be, time will difcover." It is remarka- 
ble, that nadir never after permitted his fon to have any women, nor 
would he truft him in any place but under his own eye. 

In February this year, the shah arrived with his army in the neigh- 
bourhood of Isfahan. The fatisfaftion which the Persians felt upon 
his return, arofe chiefly from the hopes that his immenfe riches, the 
fruits of a three years campaign, would free them from the heavy bur- 
then of fupporting a numerous army : how ill grounded their expecta- 
tions were, we (hall foon have occafion to relate. 

D d 2 PART 

1 It maft be obfcrved, that the indecent mention of a woman of honour and diftin&ion, is no left 
difrefpe&ful in persia, than in the polite parts of iuhope ; consequently it is the higheft indignity 
t& mention in grofs terms the favourite wife of a king. 
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P A R T V. 

FROM THE 

Return of NADIR SHAH to 
ISFAHAN from his INDIAN 

EXPEDITION IN 1740, 

TILL 

« 

He was assassinated in 1747* 

CHAP. XXVIII. 

Reflexions on the vanity of military exploits. Nadir fends a pompous 
embajfy to Russia, and another to turkey. Circumflances of the turks. 
Nadir'! demands on them. His war with the Arabians. His conduit 
towards the Armenian patriarch. His project of introducing a new 
religion into Persia." He orders a tranjlation of the evangelifts. Com- 
parifon of bis character > and that of akbar, formerly emperor of india. 

1740. /TT^^^ affiiftion which nadir muft naturally have felt from the 

misfortune which happened to his darling fori, gave place in* 
fome meafure to the gratification of his vanity. It is reafon- 
able to prefume from the genius of this man, that more than half the 
joy of his triumphs would have been loft, but for the reflexion of the 
figure he fhould make in the efteem of other princes* 

A&ions, truly heroic, like thofe of the deity, whofe beneficence we 
fhould ftrive to imitate, derive no real excellence from applaufe, being 

2 in 
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in themfdves invariably good* The natural greatnefs and reditude of the 1740, 
foul can never be exprdfed in actions deftrudtive to mankind : and what 
for the moft part are pompous triumphs, or the fpoils of plundered pro- 
vinces, but fo many monuments of cruelty, ambition, or avarice ? yet 
when our conduft will not bear the teft of reafon, our paffions prompt 
us to feck a vain applaufe, and ilill we glory. 

What refle&ions nadir might now make upon himfelf, are not ob- 
jects of our inftru&ion fo much, as thofe which we ought to make on 
him. As to his immenfe treafures, they ferved for little more than to 
enlarge his defire to fupport his tyrannical power, by the mere notion 
of his wealth 5 and to render Persia more emphatically miferable. But 
notwithstanding his extreme avarice, he fent a magnificent embaffy 
. with prefents of great value to the Russian court, and another to the 
gtand fignior. 

The embafladors to the~RussiAN emprefs were saidar khan k , and 
hussein khan, with a retinue of two thoufand perfons, who convoyed 
ten elephants with feveral jewels and other rich prefents. Saidar khan 
died at £islar, but hussein proceeded to astrachan, where he was 
required to flop, till proper orders were fent from court for his enter- 
tainment. Such embaflies gratify the pride of thofe princes by whom 
they are fent, but create a vaft expence 1 to thofe who are to receive them. 
It was not till the end of October m the next year, that the embalTador 
. made his public entry into st. Petersburg, which was in feveral 
refpeds magnificent, tho' part of the Persian retinue made but a mean 
appearance. The court was not tvanting in fhewing this Persian mini- 

; fter 

k This is the perfon mentioned in the Note, page 4, who died at r is l a *. He was' an old man, 
and reputed very brave, and a lover of juitice, but otherwife not tender of fpilling blood. I was 
told the following circumftance concerning him ; he was once obferving that he wanted fomething to 
try his fabre ; upon which a very old man in the company, acknowledging that he had lived long 
enough, offered his neck : saidar took him at his word, and ftruck off his head. l It was 

{aid, that this embaffador made a demand of no lefs than zpo fheep, 2000 pounds of rice, and other 
provifions in proportion for his daily fupport. m The policy of princes in that part of 

the world, efpecially when things are in a precarious Hate, is often the caufe of tbefe delays : fome 
time had been fpent in the adjustment of the ceremonial, and in making provifion for ft> numerous a 
retinue ; for not lefs than twelve or fifteen hundred perfons attended* jthis embafiador ta it. 

PETERSBURG. -■ - 
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1740* fter all the honour due to his rank. His Imfinefs was to acquaint the 
fovereign of rvssia, of the great feats of his mailer in the conqueft of 
India, and of the immenfe fpoii which he had brought from thence ; a 
Specimen of which he prefented to the Russian cmprefs, in the ele- 
phants a , jewels, and other valuables with which he was charged $ that 
his matter had alfo reftored the Indian monarch to his dominions, and 
now offered his friendship to the fovereign of Russia, with whom he 
was willing to enter into a defenfive and offenfive alliance °* 

We have already mentioned, that during his abfence in the late expe- 
dition, he fent embafiadors to the grand fignior, demanding a paflport to 
travel through the ottoman empire to mecca. The Turkish mini* 
ilry confidered this requeft as capricious, fince it could never be pre- 
fumed that fuch confent would be granted ; and if he meant to take the 
liberty of making that pilgrimage with an army; it would rather be 
with a view to plunder the place of its immenfe riches, than to offer 
up his prayers of thankfgiving for his fucceffes in india. The turks 
were indeed afraid that he meant to feed his infatiable avarice with this 
precious morfel. What added to their terror, was the confideration of 
the extraordinary interposition of providence in the peace which he had 
made with them, in confequence whereof he had employed his forces in 
fo diftant a country, and was coming home loaded with the fpoils of 
india. It could hardly be expedted that his military genius would fuffer 
him to be long idle: and looking on themfelves almoft as the only 
power again ft whom he could turn his arms, they concluded a peace 
with the Russians and imperialists, and made great preparations for 
marching an army into asia. 

Some time after nadir fent an envoy to acquaint the port, that not- 
withftanding they refufed him a paflage to mecca, it was his intention 

to 

• There are feveral of thefe yet remaining in st. Petersburg, which, tho* entirely ufelefs, are 
Supported for curiofity, and the honour iof the fovereign. The ordinary food of thefe animals was 
sice, meaU and fuch like ; but the Russians have very judicioufly taught them to eat hay. 

Jt was faid this embaflador demanded {hip-carpenters, which the Russians refufed, objecting 

that they -had none except foreigners, who were engaged to ferve them for a certain time, but that they 

had no power to fend them out of their country. The profecution of the deiign which nadir had 

formed of building flups on the Caspian fea, was the caufc of the early rain of our Caspian 
trad*. 
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to live in friendfliip with the grand fignior. The new embaflador, whom 174a 
he charged with his compliments to the ottoman emperor, carried 
feveral rich jewels, nine elephants, and a great number of camels, as a 
prefent: and according to the dignity he affumed, and the fplendor of 
eaftern monarchy his retinue was compofed of near two thoufand per- 
fons. As their motions were flow, they did not arrive till the begin- 
ning of the next year. The grand vizir received this embaflador with 
the utmoft demonft ration of eftecm ; however, when the purport of his- 
commiffion was demanded, he feemed to be offended,, declaring that 
he would communicate it only to the grand fignior in perfon* The: 
turks foon found that nadir was no lefs arrogant in his propofals 
of the terms of friendfliip, than oftentatious of his riches, as appeared- 
by the prodigality of his presents;, under thefe circumftances they were 
induced to watch the embaflador as a fecret enemy* 

Nadir again, renewed his claim to all the provinces and cities which 
in antient times belonged to the crown of Persia y and infifted that the- 
»urks ought to pay the expence of the late war, or yield fome pro* 
vinces as an equivalent Thefe demands appeared to the turks imperious 
and exorbitant, and they concluded that the shah of Persia meant only 
to find a pretext to break with them. As the late wars had exhaufted* 
their treafuries, and the army was in arrears, orders were fent to the 
bash as in all their refpe&ive governments, to colled the taxes, and re- 
mit them immediately to court. 

In: the mean, while nadir employed bimfelf in reducing the Ara- 
bian rebels p , who had revolted, during his abfence: the ousbegs of* 
khieva had alfo taken up arms, and deftroyed the Persian khan who* 
had been appointed their governor,, together with all the native fubje&s- 
of Persia, whom nadir had left in that city*: The aral tartars- 
made inroads, and involved that country in great diftrafiion, fo that 
all communication was cut off, and preparations were made to attack 
them afrefli. For this purpofe nadir marched with a .numerous, 
feody of forces to t^juran,. in order to defend the province, of* kho- 

3 RASANj, 

ft The aaoLBt*. 
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1740. rasan, in cafe it fliould be invaded, or to fend detachments againft the 

OUSBEGS*. 

We have already fcen in what manner he afted as to the affair of re- 
ligion. The beginning of this year, a dilute happened between the 
Armenian patriarch, and fome romish mifiionaries. "The matter be- 
ing neceflarily referred to nadir, he fined the patriarch twenty-four 
tjioufand crowns, aUedging that priefts had no occafion for riches ; that 
they only ferved to perplex the mind, and take it off from purfuits of a 
religious nature j but as to himfelf, the fupport of his army rendered 
money very neceffary. 

It will not appear a fubjeft of fiirprize, that a prince who had the cou- 
rage to appropriate to himfelf by an arbitrary a6t all the revennes of the 
clergy of the national religion, (hbuld tax the chief of his fubjefts of a dif- 
ferent perfuafion. -We find himvindeed often aiming to confound the 
diftindtions of the religions already profefiedby his people, as if he meant 
to iptroduce one of his own f ontriving. About this time he ordered a 
fumjptuftus maufoleum to be bpilt at mssched, in which he propofed to 
have his ^dy laid : towards this no coft was /pared ; tbe jafper tomb 
in which tam&rlane was laid at balkh r was brought from thence at 
a great charge ; however, as it did . not fuit the place, he returned it to 
its antient manfion. It is remarkable that this maufoleum was eredted 
intirely by chriftians ; at the fame time as he caufed an Armenian church 
to be built by his mahommedan fubje&s. 

To attempt any defperate invafion of the liberties of mankind, no 
method feems to be more effectual than that of depreciating or fob- 
verting the eftablifhed religion of a country \ The fubje<ft oj; religion 
will ever be of the higheft moment to mankind 5 fince it is only another 
word, to exprefs the belief of the being of a God, and the immortality 

of the foul ; but at the fame time that it has taken root in the hearty 

- . and 

* It may be prefumed that he fent fre(h forces againft thefe tartars, for he had a frte com- 
munication with them in 1744, and was fuppiied with recruits from khieva and Bokhara. 

* It i thought by fome that ths remains of this tartar hero were deposited at samakcand, 
which might be the cafe originally, and upon the decay of that place the tomb be brought to balk h. 

* With fome exceptions however. The people of crbat Britain owe their liberty, in a great 
meafure, to the reformation. 
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and influences the conduit of one part of mankind, it has ferved as a 174.0. 
political engine, or the inftrument of temporal advantages to thofe 
who are vulgarly faid to have no religion* Persia was once chofen 
as a more peculiar fcene, wheife the Almighty manifested his power in a 
very Angular manner ; but many ages have pail fince the fubftance of re- 
ligion feems to have been changed for the fhadow. We find, however, 
a remarkable aptitude in the Persians to the belief of things relating 
to a future ftate. 

Nadir took frequent occafion to mention the feats of ali in terms of 
contempt ; arraigning his conduct, as a foldier, for leading his army into 
the deferts of Arabia, where numbers perifhcd for want of water. " And 
why," fays he, addreffing himfelf to the people, " inftead of praying to ali 
" do you not call on God. • " In his religious fchemes he appeared to 
have a complicated motive : he fought to amufe his people, and at the 
fame time to increafe his fame, by eftablifliing a new faith, after the 
manner of his predeceffors. As he had deftroyed the seffie family, 
which had been eftablifhed on the throne of Persia on a principle of 
piety and faith ; fo he feemed defirous to be the original of a new race of 
kings, on the bafis of new tenets in religion. This motive was fo pecu- 
liarly adapted to the genius of the Persians, that we may naturally con- 
clude he cxpe&ed to derive from hence a fecurity to himfelf and his 
family. 

Towards the clofe of this year, he caufed a tranflation of the four 
cvangelifts to be made into persic. It feemed, however, from the man- 
ner in which he conduced this bufinefs, to be more the effedt of caprice, 
thitn of any fteady and confiftent plan. The affair was put under the 
diredtion of myrza mehtie, a man of fome learning, who being vetted 
with a proper authority for the purpofe, fummoned feveral Armenian 
bifhops and priefts, together wifli divers miffionaries of the romish 
church, and Persian mullahs, to meet him at Isfahan. As to the 

latter, 

* Allah is the name they give the deity. It is remarkable, that the tartars when they be* 
licve themfelves to be dying, repeat this word, " allah, allah/' continually, a* their only invo- 
cation, till they wafte their fpirits, and expire. 

Vol, IV. E e 
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*74°* latter, they could hot be gainers > fincc the change, if any took place, 
was to be in prejudice of mahommsdanism. Befidtt, nadir's eondu$ 
towards them had been feverc to an extreme, and unprecedented $ many 
of them therefore gave myrza mbhtie large bribes to excufe their ap- 
pearance. 

Among the chriftians fummoned on this occafion, only one roMish 
prieft, born in Persia, was a fufficient mafter of the language, to enter 
upon a work of fo critical a nature. As to the Armenians, tho* they 
are born fub)e£ts to Persia, and intermixed with the inhabitants, yet 
there are very few of them who understand the language fundamentally* 
It was natural to exped, that myrza mehtie and the Persian mullahs, 
would be more follicitous how to pkafe nadir, and fupport the credit 
of MA ho m med an ism, than to divert themfclves of prejudices, and be- 
come mailers of fo important a fnbjcd. This tranflatipn was drefled up 
with all the glofles which the fables and perplexities of the khoran could 
warrant; their chief guide was an antient Arabic and Persian tranfla- 
tion. Father des vignes, a French miffionary, was alio employed in 
this work, in which he made ufe of the vulgate edition. They were 
but iix months in compleating this tranflation, and tranferibing feveral 
fair copies of it* 

1741. In may following, myrza mehtie, with the Persian mullahs, and 
fome of the chriftian priefts, fet out from Isfahan for the Persian court, 
which was then held in the incampment near T/ehiran. Nadir received 
them with fome marks of civility, and had a curfory view of the perfor- 
mance. Some part of it was read to him 5 on which occafion he made 
feveral ludicrous remarks on the myfterious part of the chriftian religion ; 
at the fame time he laughed at the jews, and turned mahommed and ali 
. equally into ridicule. Under fuch circumftances, it was impotfible this 
performance ihould produce any good effect. He obferved that the 
evangelifts did not agree in their accounts, more than the mahommedan 
and chriftian pricfts 5 therefore he muft remain under the fame difficulty 
that he was in before : that out of both, if it pleafed God to give him 
health, he would engage to make a religion much better than any which 

had 
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had been yet pra&iied by mankind ; with feveral other vague reflexions 1741* 
of the like nature. He then difmtffed thefe church-men and tranflator* 
with fome fmall prefents, not equal in value to the expenee of their 

journey. 

It fecms as if nadir had his religion to feekj but this projeft, under 
the prefent ftate of affairs, and coniidering the paffion he had for military 
achievements, was very ridiculous, and by no means agreeable to that 
ferioufnefs with which oriental princes are generally inclined to treat 
this important fubjedt. What exalted notions ought not the contemplation 
of the chriftian religion to infpire in us, when we obferve the cruelty and 
extravagant principles of government, which generally prevail at the courts 
of mahommedan princes ! In how fhining a light do thofe appear, 
whofe hearts are warmed with a generous defire of a&ing up to the dig- 
nity peculiar to the chriftian religion ! Nor ought it to be obje&ed, that 
avarice and ambition have often involved the chriftian world in diftrefs ; 
when we have fuch irrefifllble proof of thofe proceedings being diame- 
trically oppofite to the principles of chriftijaruty. 

To fet the different chara&ers of two eaftern princes in contrail with each 
other, we {hall in the note:here fubjoined give a letteivwrote by jilal o'din* 

MAHOMMED AKBAR, emperOT of .HINDOST AN, tO the king of PORTUGAL 

in 1582. This letter" feems to exhibit a remarkable proof, how the fame 

. freedom 

* The aggrandizer of religion ; a tide which he prefixed to his name when he mounted tip throne. 
GLORY eternal to the true king, whole dominions are fafe from decay, and whofe kingdom 

is everlailing. The extent of the heavens, and the boundaries of the earth, are but minute parts of 
his creation ; and infinite fpace but a (mail point of his produ&ions *. He has regulated the order 
" of the univerfe, and, the government of the fans of ad am, by the upderftanding of kings, who 
" exercife juftice. By his decrees, the ties of love, and bonds of affeftion, .are fattened ; and he has 
implanted in the various beings and creatures of his workmanship, thepaifion of inclination and 
union, with a mutual tendency to fociety : and praifes without end are due to the fouls of prophets 
" and apoftles, who walked in the paths of righteoufnefs, and dire&ed the way to obtain everlailing 
felicity. 

Thofe who have improved their underiUodings, and Aodied the laws of nature, know, that 
this terreftrial world, is but a mirror of the fpiritual one ; and that nothing is more defireable than 
love, or more facred than rriendfhip, inafmuch as the oeconomy and good order of the world is 
owing to affection, and the harmony of minds. For wherever the fun of love Ihineth on the 

E e,a " heart, 

* The mahommxdans, according to .the'itile of the eafiem languages, of which our fcriptures are in mojft 
parts a remarkable fpecimen, begin their letters, and moft of their other writings, with the praifes of God. 
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1 74 1. freedom of fcntiroent may operate either on the virtuous or on the vicious 
fide. The emperor akbar, tho' not fo great a warrior, had as liberal a 

mind, 

" heart, it clears the foul from the darknefs of mortality. How ought thcfe qualities to be diligently 
fought by princes, whofe friendly correfpondence is the caufc of happinefs to the world, and to 
the inhabitants thereof ! For this reafon it has been my conftant and earneft endeavour, to ftrengthen 
the ties of friendfhip, and the bonds of union, among the creatures of the Almighty ; efpecially 

" among kings, whom Goo by his favour has fo highly exalted, and fo peculiarly difiinguifhed from 

" the reft of mankind, 

" Your royal majefty, who is endowed with intellectual knowledge, and fapports the ordinances 

" of jesus, (lands in no need of praife or defcription. Our neighbourhood * with your renowned 

majefty,, renders our friendfhip and alliance indifpenfably necenary ; but as a perfonal conference is 

not practicable, the want thereof muft be fupplied by embaffies, and mutual correfpondencies, that 

" our affairs, and the defires of our hearts, may be manifested to each other. 

" Your majefty knows, that philofophers and divines, in all nations, and in all ages, concerning 
'< the vifible and intellectual world, agree, that the former ought not to be of any confideration, 
** compared with the latter : yet even the wife men of thefe dotes, and the great ones of all nations, 
" labour and toil to acquire the perifhing things of this vifionary date ; and confume the greateft 
" part of their lives, and their choiceft hours, in procuring material delights, being fwallowed up, 
•« and diffolved in fleeting pleafures, and tranfitory joys. Notwithftanding thefe obftru&ions, and 
" the extenfive bufmefs of my government, the moft high God, through his eternal favour and per* 
" petual grace, has inclined my heart always to feek him* And as he has fubjefted the dominions 
" of many powerful princes to me, I endeavour to govern them with nnderfianding. All my fab- 
" jecls are happy ; for his will, and my duty to him, is the end of all my defires and actions. 

" Mankind are for the mod part chained with the bonds of fafhion and conftraint, regarding the 
" cuftoms of their forefathers, or their cotemporaries and relations ; and without examining the ar- 
guments or reafons for it, give an implicit affent to that religion in which they have been brought 
up : thus depriving themfelves of the means of difcovering the truth, which is the bufinefi and 
" end of reafon. For my own part, I fometimes converfe with the learned of all religions f , and 
" profit by their refpeclive difcourfes. But as the veil of language interpofes, k is expedient that 
" you fend unto me fuch a perfon as can diftin&ly relate and explain his faith. It has already reached 
" my fortunate ears, that the heavenly books J, the Pentateuch, the Pfalms, and Gofpels, are tran- 
" Hated into arabic and persic. Should a translation of thefe, or any other books of general 
" ufe and advantage, be procurable in your country, let them be fent to me* 

" For a further confirmation of our friendlhip, and to fecure the foundation of affection and unity, 
" I have fent my trufty friend, the learned and honourable sb yd mazi/f^br, whom I have parti- 
" cularly favoured and difiinguifhed : lie will perfonally communicate to you feveral matters, in which 
" you may confide. Always keep open the doors of embafiy and correfpondence ; and peace be to 
" him who follows the guide. Written in the month ri • b i a v a l 990 ||." 



44 



• Alludes to the pofleifions which the roiTvcvssx had at that time in india. f He was fond of the 

bsachmins or Indian pririU, for which abdallah khan, chief of the taetaii at that time, complained 
much in his setters to him, J Among thefe are reckoned the fcriptures of the chriftians by fome mahom- 

midams, who objedt only that we have corrupted the gofpel j whilft others pretend, that when the khoran was 
brought on the earth, the gofpel was taken into heaven,. ( Ami. 1582, 
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mind, as nadir shah. If we may believe this letter wis dictated by 1741 
the heart, how different were the objeds that engaged their attention! 
The one confulted the arts of peace to render his fubjeds happy -, the other 
delighted only in war 5 and we fee what calamities attended it 



CHAP. XXIX. 

Revolt of the muntisiks from the Turkish government. Short defcription 
of them and their country. The city of bassor a under alarm from the 
arabs. Conduit of achmed basha. Bassora threatened with afiege 
by the Persians. Nadir marches againft the jlesgees ; and meets with 
feveral repulfes in dagistan. The Russians alarmed at his approach. 
The lesgees defire the protection of Russia. The Persians make war 
with the Arabians, and are repulfed. Dijirefs of Persia. Dangerous 
fituation of the turks. They reduce the Arabian rebels. Great pre- 
parations in Persia for a war. 

IN the beginning of this year, the muntisiks, with fome other tribes 
of Arabians, who had lately been under achmed basha, threw off 
the Turkish yoke. Thcfe people generally encamp during the fummer 
feafon in the diftrid of bassora. The Euphrates, which waters this 
country, renders it very agreeable, at the fame time that grain, vegetables, 
and pafturage, are in great abundance. It is remarkable that this, as 
well as the other tribes of the Arabians, appear to be a very different 
people in the field, from what they are in great cities. When they 
are affociated with the neighbouring nations, they are gentle and polite * 
but when they take the field, the frefh air infpires them with different 
fentiments, and their expertnefs in the ufe of the lance and fabre, renders 
them fierce and intrepid. Their fkill in horfemanfhip, and their capa- 
city of bearing the heat of their burning plains, gives them alfo a fu- 
periority over their enemies ; hence every petty chief in his own diftrid 
confiders himfelf as a fovereign prince, and as fuch exads cufloms from 
all paflengers. 

* Their 
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1741: Their conduct in thi? refpeft has often occafioned their being confider* 
ed in no better light than robbers, though many of them ate iiofpitablc 
and generous, as well as brave and fober. % Towards thofe who afk their 
protection they are remarkably disinterested : numbers of them are di- 
ftinguiflicd for their vivacity and penetration ; they have alfo a repu- 
tation for poetry and aftrology. They generally marry Within their owh 
tribe : their women are very chafte ; indeed they make it death to be 
otherwife $ and there are feveral inflances of fathers killing their own 
daughters for incontinence ; yet for robbery or murder in the field they 
feldom punifh. The different tribes are often at war With each other, 
and the pillage acquired by this means is looked upon as an honourable 
pofleffion. When they plunder caravans travelling through their terri- 
tories, they consider it as reprisals on the turks and Persians, who 
often make inroads into their country, and carry away their corn and 
their flocks. In this part of Arabia, anciently called cald^a w , is fel- 
dom feen either cloud or milt. 

The jurifdidtion of achmed basha had extended as far as the per* 
si an .gulph, and included bassora. The ottoman court being now 
jealous of achmed, this government was abridged, and confined to that 
of bagdat ; the revenues of the basha were confequently decreafed one 
thoufand purfes *, which rendered him indifferent in regard to the pre- 
fervation of bassora. This city had been for fome time under alarms, 
the muntisiks threatening to pillage it ; which indeed was pra&ica- 
ble, had they made the attempt, the inhabitants'being unprovided for a 
iiegc. The commander exerted himlelf to put the place in a pofture of 
defence, and at the fame time wrote to achmed basha to come or fend 
troops to his afliftance. The basha* was then upon an expedition againft 
the kourds bilbaz. As foon as he heard of the revolt of thefe Ara- 
bians, he returned to bagdat, and after colle&ing a body of ; forty thou- 
fand men, he marched to the relief of bassora. 

To all Jiuman appearance achmed might have deftroyed thefe Ara- 
bians; bat rafter fome light ikirmiihes he returned to bagdat. He had 

artfully 

* This is the country bordering on the government of bacdad northward from bassora. 
f Garrouches or purfes, each of 500 dollars, at 4/. are equal to 10,000/. 



Chap. XXIX. NADIR SHAH. aaj 

artfbliy fown divifions among the chiefs y of the arabs, particularly the 1741* 
muntisiks and bsnilames j by this means he became their arbitrator, 
and turned the fcale, infbmuch that hei appointed and depofed their chiefs, 
as be found it naoft for his intemft : this was the reafon for his declin- 
ing to fight them. Befides, he thought it neceflary to return, immediately 
to his government •, for he fore&w, that nadir shan would attack the 
turks y and. if he engaged himfelf at the bead of an army out of his 
jurifdi&iow, the port might probably iofift on his taking the command 
againft the pbriians, to which he was not the leaft inclined. He knew 
that by fuch means he fihould put himfelf in the power of the grand 
fignior, whofe good- will he had fome reafon to fufpedl $ or at leaft that 
he fhould engage with an enemy, . againft whom he apprehended he 
fhould make the beft defence within bis walls. 

In the mean while the arabain houlbs continued to aft vigoroufly 
againft the Persians, who could not fupport the war againft them for 
want of (hips. Thefe people made feveral defcents on the Persian 
coaft, and carried off great numbers into flavery. The end of this 
year, nadir font an officer to require the delivery of bis fubjeds in bas- 
sora, which was threatened with a fiege by the Persians; whilft the 
coldnefs of achmed basha towards the Turkish intereft, rendered him 
fufpedted of holding a correfpondence with the Persian king, and gave 
great occafion of alarm at Constantinople. 

There is a proverbial faying among the Persians, " If any Persian 
" king is a fool, let him match againft the lessees ;" by which is 
plainly underftood, that however potent an army may be, the fituation of 
the mountains of dagistan is fuch, and the people are fb brave, that 
the fuccefs of an expedition againft them muft be very precarious. 
Nadir, whom no Persian king exceeded in vanity or ambition, deter- 
mined to try his fortune againft them. They had given him great of- 
fence upon feveral occafions, particularly by that incurfion during his 
abfence in india, in which his brother ibraaim khan was flain; 
nor was shirvan ever free from their inroads ; fo that great part of that 

2 province 

1 Thefe they call cheiks. 
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ijA\. province was rendered defolate. The end of this year nadir marched 
at the head of thirty five thouiknd men into shir van, and from thence 
dire&ed his courfe into the mountains of the lesgees. In order to faci- 
litate his progrefs, he caufed vail quantities of wood to be hewn down 
on both fides the road, defigning to fruftrate any attempt ' which theft 
tartars might make to lie in ambufcade. In this he fcemed alfo to 
have a further view. The attack which his fon had lately made on his 
life in the {freights of as?rab ad, rendered him the more circumfped > 
nor was he ignorant that the lesgees are as crafty as they are brave '• 

1742- About the beginning of this year he entered dagistan. Here he 
found a very different people from the Indians, whom he had fo lately 
conquered. Inftead of marching through open and fertile plains, in- 
habited by a rich and effeminate people, he was to climb up mountains, 
in many places inacceflible, and which in general ferved as a natural bul- 
wark to thofe vallies, where only he could expeft to find provifions. 
Thefe were defended by a ftout hardy people, whofe love of liberty 
had through ages rendered them invincible : and if he could penetrate 
through the defiles into thefe vallies, his enemies might ftill take fhelter 
in their mountains, and render all his attempts abortive. 

The terror of his arms had however induced fome of them in the 
fouthern parts to fend hoftages, and make their fubmiffion. Of thefe he 
removed a confiderable number into khorasan, as well to people that 
province, as to prevent their future irruptions into the Persian domi- 
nions. This ftep ferved only to irritate the other lesgees. Nadir 
having left one of his generals with a body of eight thoufand men at a 
pafs, which commands an entrance into the mountains, he marched for- 
ward in purfuit of the caracaita a lesgees : thefe having retired, and 
drawn him deep into their country, alarmed the inhabitants of the hills. 
After uniting fome confiderable bodies of their forces, they came down 
during the night, and put his whole army into the utmoft confufion. 
They even attacked the royal tent, took away fome of nadir's treafure, 
and feveral of his women. 

In 

* See Vol. I. page 372 to 375. » This word fignifies black villagers. Thefe are 

efteemed fome of the braved people amoAg the lesgees, * 
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In the mean while, the Persian general, who was left with eight 1742. 
thoufand men to fecure the communication with shirvan, was alfo at- 
tacked with great fury. The lesgees furprized this body of troops \ 
and having the advantage of a wood and riling ground, they made great 
havock among the Persians, before the latter were able torepulfe 
them. 

After many fruidefs attempts, nadir found his army in great diftrefs 
for provifions. Shirvan had been impoverifhed to an extreme degree, 
fo as not to be able to fupply him, nor was the communication open for 
caravans ; he therefore directed his courfe to derbend, the inhabitants 
of which foon felt the fatal effe&s of his neighbourhood. Here he began 
to be extremely fenfible of the great ufe of (hips, by means of which he 
might receive a fupply of provifions from the fouthern coaflf of the 
Caspian, sea. This circumftance calls to mind a memorable tranfa&ion 
of this year% with relation to the conduft of john elton, the English 
fa&or, whofe injudicious engagement gave fo great offence to the rus~ 
si an court, and fo fatal a wound to our Caspian commerce : but there has 
been already too much laid on this fubjed, to need any further obfervation. 

This mighty conqueror was now brought fo low, that the remains of 
his (battered forces, reduced to twenty thoufand men, muft have deferted 
or totally perifhed, had they not been fupplied by the Russians. Every 
part of the world furnifhes us with inftances, of the love of gain carrying 
private men beyond the bounds prefcribed by laws. I never could con- 
ceive, that nadir entertained the leaft thought of invading the Russian 
dominions, but it was fufficient matter of alarm that he attempted to 
fubdue the lesgees ; therefore orders were fent from court, that no provi- 
fions fhould be conveyed as merchandize to the Persian army. However, 
the traders of astr ach an had aflurance of fo vaft a profit, that they could 
not refill the temptation, as I have already explained d : but derbend not- 
withstanding 

* A fibmch miffionary who xna prefeat la the periia* camp upon this occafion, informed me 
.of ieveral particulars of the great bravery of the firsiami* c We find ilton wa» 

at wadir's camp. See Vol I. page 153. * Vol. I. page 127. 

Vol. IV. Ff 
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1742. withftanding fuffered foch diftrcfs, that a great part of the inhabitants 
periffyed by famine. 

1 

The long continuance of the Persian army on the Russian frontiers, 
created a fufpicion at the court of st. Petersburg, that nadir would 
make pretenfions to kislar, as being built on the Persian territories. 
This is certain, that he took great offence at the conduct of a Russian 
officer towards fomc of his troops, who approached too near to that 
fort ; but for this, fatisfaftion was made him by the court. Though the 
temptation of gain had thus engaged the Russian merchants to fupply 
the Persians, yet the court of st, Petersburg was fo far alarmed at 
their approach, that great magazines were ordered to be formed in as- 
trachan. This city was alfo put in a ftatc of defence, and a body 
of troops, . to the number of, twenty thoufand, under the command of 
general tarakanoff, were ordered to file off towards kislar. 

The lesgees had intimated their defire of putting themfelves under 
the protection of Russia, from the time of nadir's firft invading their 
country ; and it certainly was the intereft of that empire to fupport the 
independency of thofe brave mountaineers, who form fo fafe a barrier 
again ft the Persians. The arrival of the Russian troops contributed 
to defeat nadir's defigns, fo that he found himfelf obliged to abandon an 
enterprize to which his {kill and fortune were not equal. 

As foon as the Russian general arrived in the neighbourhood of da- 
gistan, the lesgees made application to him ; and from an apprehen- 
fion of the danger they might be expofed to, in cafe nadir was deter- 
mined to profecute his defign of reducing them, they wrote to this com- 
mander as follows : 

" Moft honoured and moft accompli /bed general and commander in chief, 

" Our moft humble petition confifts in this : all the inhabitants of 
" dagistan having been informed that you are arrived near the fron- 
" tiers of kislar with an imperial army, and that your intention is to 
" defend and prated the fubjefts of her imperial majefty in andre wska, 
" koslkoff, and baxan , as alfo all the chiefs and rulers of tie ftates 

1 <c bordering 
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<l bordering on the dominions of ha- imperial majcffty: after longing 174.2. 
" expectations of your arrival, we have fent our deputies in the name 
" of the whole nation to defire your interceffion, that her imperial ma- 
jefty may receive us under her ptfiffant prote&ion, and permit us to 
be her Haves. Wc are determined to hold the golden border of her 
imperial robes, and in fpite of all the evils that may threaten us, we 
will not be dragged from them, nor feek any other prote&ion, nor 
acknowledge any other fovereign than God and her imperial majefty. 

" We hereby make a folemn oath of allegiance to her imperial ma* 
cc jefty, whom we moft humbly implore to proteft us againft our ene- 
" mies, and in her exalted clemency to give a favourable anfwer to our 
" petition- And that her puiflant majefty may know in what num- 
<c bars our troops confift, we fend you a lift as follows : 

€( Achmed khan the ousmai has - * 

" The tribe • of aparz 

<c Achmed khan lord f of schunketin 

€t In the diftrids of kanschukul - 

« f In aby - 

u In abugal and kalackskv - 

« c In carack * - . - 

« In the diftriffts of kusti 500. In kly 2,500 

u In gedat 4000. In kinjode iooo* And in ku- 

€f RADA IOOO . - • * 



12,000 men 

i3>ooo^ 
2,700 
8,ooo 

f,000 

7,000 
7,500 
3,000 



} 



6,ooo 



cc 



66,200 



h»» 



Thefe people, known to the world, but particularly to the Persians, 
for their bravery and ftcady love of liberty,now defended themfelves againft 
the conqueror of indi a, the moft powerful of all the monarchs of the 
eaft. Nam* faw, though too late, that he had committed a very falfe > 

Ff* fte P* 

• Hokda. f Bio. « Thefe I prefume are the ca*acaita, who diftreffe* 

■ADi*'« army fa much. h Th» namber font padjr to exceed what thefc people hare 

been generally thought able to bring into the W&ltokrciAikMm* tommy hmcta&lf ' 
created rniflakes a» to their fifenfth. 






22 8 THE HISTORY OF PartV. 

1742. ftcp j nor could he retire, without weakening his intereft in Persia, 
and his reputation in general. He was fenfiWe moreover that thefe very 
lesqebs would be encouraged by his retreat, to infolt all the frontier 
country, and treat the Persians id thofe parts as a conquered people, 
unlets he employed a more numerous body of forces to guard shir van, 
than confifted with his other defigns. However, of the two evils, it . 
feemed the greateft to wafte his time and deftroy his troops, when he 
might employ them ufefuily in other important projeds. 

From this time we find nadir fecretly difgufted with the Russian 
court ; however, after his return into Persia he fent for the minifter of 
her imperial majefty who attended the army, and told him, " that he was 
" furprized it ever fhould be imagined he intended to invade the Russian 
" dominions : th^t it was true he had not been treated with reJpedt, 
" Russia having failed to fend a folemn embafly to congratulate him on 
" his exaltation to the throne of Persia ; but as he understood there 
" had been great changes at st. Petersburg, he excufed that forma* 
" lity :** at the fame time he defired the minifter to difpatch a courier 
to his court to inform the empreis, cr that he was intirely difpofed to 
" fupport the peace and good underftanding which fubfifted between the 
" two empires/' 

During the courfe of this unfortunate expedition in the north, affiurs 
jn the fouth feemed to prefage as little felicity to Persia. Taghi khan 
who commanded in shirass, was fent by the king into the country of 
nimrouz 1 , in quality of general and admiral, with orders to build fhips 
at bender ebov chehre. This khan was no fooner arrived upon the 
coaft : than he demanded of the French, the dutch, and other euro 
pean nations, /hips and {hip- builders; and at length, either by money, 
or forcible meafures, he obtained a fleet of (hips. One great inftance of 
nadir's cruelty exercifed towards the people at this time, was that of 
obliging them to cut timber in mazanderan k , and tranfport it to ben- 
der abassi. In a ftrait line, this is fix hundred and fixty miles, and if 

we 

1 I find xnef of the inapt which have fallen rader my jn$e&iofc, are reiy deficient with regard to 
thefc placet. The ara»s inhabit the north coaft of the persi ah golf, and part of the ban';t of 
the tjgris and ivfihlati*, befides their proper country of Arabia, * See Vol. I. page 1*2. 



Chap. XXIX. NADIR SHAH. 229 

we confider the circuit they muft take to render the road pra&icable, we 1742. 
mud calculate at leaft one third more : fo that it was very plain from this 
proceeding, that he did not fo much confider how things were to be done, 
as that his commands Jhould be executed at all events. Great quantity of 
timber was cut on this occafion j but it was tranfported no farther than 
the diftrid of verameh, where it probably remains to this day. 

The Arabian imam or chief of mbscat being depofed, fled with his 
family and treafures on board his {hips then in the port, and failed to 
khurfekian *, where he landed. From thence he proceeded to julfar, 
where was taghi khan with the Persian forces. His intention was to 
put himfelf under the protection of the Persians, on condition they 
would afiift him to recover his dominions from his rebellious fubje&s. 
This defign being difcovered, feveral of his followers abandoned him, 
and carried the veflels again to mescat. This incident was attended 
with the jun&ion of the houles and mescats. The new chief of the 
latter being informed that taghi khan, at the inftigation of the depo- 
fed imam, intended to dired all his force againft that city, retired with 
his troops to matra, a place a league diftaqt. Mescat being thus aban- 
doned, the Persians entered it without any precaution : and the Arabians 
taking advantage of the falfe fecurity of their enemies, furprized and put 
them to the fword. The mescats were alfo victorious at fea. 

While nadir was thus engaged in war by land and fea, and at the fame 
time forming a great army with defign to ad againft the turks, Persia 
groaned under the burthen of infupportable taxes. The treafures of indi a 
ferved only to increafe the mifery of the people, by affording them a fre- 
quent and melancholy fubjedt of refte&ion on the avarice of their king. 
Notwithstanding the vaft projects which nadir had formed, and the nu- 
merous forces he was preparing, in order to carry his defigns into execution, 
he had not yet touched his Indian treafures, fincc they were depofited at 
KiELAT. What could be the effedt of fuch a conduft ? Exorbitant taxes, 
exacted with all the aggravating circumstances which inhumanity can fug- 
ged, drove thoufands to defpair. Whole villages and towns retired into the 
\ . mountains* 

/This place is on the fouthcrn coaft of the rtR*i an gulf. 
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174.2* mountains, to avoid the barbarous treatment (hewn them by the shah's 
collectors. Crowds of the people fled into the northern parts of india, 
where their king had fo lately triumphed ; and great numbers put them- 
felves under the protection of the turks. On the fouthern coaft fome 
fled into Arabia $ and not a few took every opportunity of tranfporting 
themfelves by fea into the moghoi/s empire. In the heart of Persia 
things took the fame courfe. The Armenians and others, who were 
equally diftreffed by exadions, left their habitations under the pretence 
of commerce or religious pilgrimages ; infomuch that the rahdars l were 
ordered to examine paflports. The freedom of egrefs, which ufed to pre- - 
vail, was much interrupted, on this occafion, orders being given to the da- 
rougas m , and alfo to the rahdars of great cities, not to let any one pais 
near the frontiers without paflports. As thefe were refponfible if any 
perfon miffed them, they were very vigilant in their duty. The pbr- 
sians ufually travel with their women, and all the furniture ncceflary to 
life j under thefe circumftances it was very difficult for them to efcape, 
had they been fure of bread in foreign climates. 

— « 

This was one great reafon why julfa ° was not totally abandoned by 
the Armenians. The government of Ispahan, which is reckoned 
twenty-four leagues long, and as many broad, comprehends the diftrids 

Of TCHI, MARBIN, KI ERA RIDGE, KAHAB, BARAAN, PERHAVAR, ELKHAN, 

and roundester. Some of thefe were formerly well peopled -, but now 
they exhibited only a dreary wafte, moft of the inhabitants being fled 
or difperfed : numbers had taken a precarious refuge in the mountains of 
jloristan i their lands were left untitled, and their houfes mouldered 
into ruins. In fhort, all the diftreffes of an unfuccefsful war, or the in- 
vasion of a barbarous enemy, could not plunge the people into greater 
mifery than the victories of their tyrannical king, who feemed more fol- 
licitous to humble his own fubjedts, than his enemies. 

This 



1 Rahdah is the term given to thofe wbo are fixed it certain pofts in the highways, either to ex- 
amine pafiengers, or receive toll. According to an antient eflafaHfliment, they are obliged to fapport 
a certain number of men, to patrol and keep the road clear -, and vpon this account are entitled to a 
tax upon all caravans of mrrrhandiae, as well as paffengen, \ " ■ Lieutenant of the police. 

9 The foburb of Isfahan. 
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This conduft was not lefs owing to the little love he bore to the per- 1742? 
si ans, than to his apprehensions of their feditious fpirit, which he dreaded 
more than the armies of the Indians, turks, or tartars. If he could 
have cut the Persians off at one ftroke, as c aligul A wHhed in regard to 
the Romans, it is not unreafonable to believe that nadir would have re- 
joiced to have done it 5 had it been pofiible to re-people the country from 
any other quarter. Every circumftance of his conduct feemed to prove 
this y fince without altering his meafiires, which gave fuch high provoca- 
tion to rebellion, his chaftiiements were fo extreme, that he was not fa- 
tisfied without killing or putting out the eyes of all ° the people, who 
appeared in arms again ft him. 

During the courfe of this year, the port was agitated with variety of 
fears, in regard to the armies of Persia. The name of nadir had 
fpread fuch a terror on the minds of the turks fix years before, as this. 
period of time had not fubdued. The revolt of the Arabian;, who 
often blockaded bassora, was a further circumftance of alarm, leftthefe 
people (hould join their enemy, for as fuch they confidcred nadir shah, 
though he had not yet declared himfelf. 

The conferences held at erzeroum in January produced no efieft. 
Nadir had ordered his fon with a body of fifty themfand njen to remain 
in and about hamadan, where he caufed a great quantity of artillery to 
be caft. The turks therefore thought it neceflary to keep a numerous 
body of troops in the confines of bagdat: but the hopes of accommo- 
dation ftill continuing, the grand fignior fent muriff effendi into da-, 
gist an, where he defired an audience. Nadir declined entering into 

* 

this bufinefs, but promifed the Turkish minifter to give him an anfwer 
on the plains of mogan. After his expedition againft the lesgees, he 
explained himfelf in fome meafure, by requiring the reftitution of all the 
provinces in Armenia, asia minor, and Georgia; which were for- 
merly conquered by tamerlane. The turks were fo alarmed at this 
declaration, that befides the great army which was aflemblcd near bag- 
dat, another was ordered to meet on the banks of the Euphrates 

near erzeroum. 

Towards 

• Vol. I. page 315. 
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j 742. Towards the clofc of the year, nadir wrote a letter to the grand fig- 
nior, couched in general terms, in which he exprefled an inclination to 
cultivate a good underftanding with the port. He alfo wrote to the 
basha of bagdat, making propofals of accommodation in terms, as if 
the two powers had already been engaged in a war. Thefe fteps were 
considered in no other light, than as a defign to lull the court into an 
eafy fecurity ; and by no means relieved the inquietude of the fultan and 
.his minifters* 

The swedes having declared war the middle of this year againft the 
Russians, they made great follicitations at the ottoman court, to en- 
gage the turks to break with their enemies, in order to create a power- 
ful diverfion in favour of Sweden. The turks, however, faw the 
danger on the fide of Persia too well, to be drawn into any fuch fharc; 
especially as they had fo lately accommodated their differences ; nor did 
that moft remarkable revolution which happened in Russia at the clofe 
of the laft year, occafion any change in the meafures of the port. 

What ferved to fupport the fpirits of the grand fignior, was the re- 
duction of the zu-beit and mudans, two tribes of Arabians, who 
had revolted. Achmed basha finding that thefe people had offered to 
put themfelves under the protection of nadir shah, fent suliman, his 
lieutenant p , with a confiderablc body of forces, who defeated thofe 
arabianSj and returned home with a rich booty. The turks have 
often occafion to ufe feverity on thefe people, who are naturally turbu- 
lent and inconftant. To keep them poor therefore has generally been 
the beft expedient to keep them humble. The fuccefTes which suli- 
man bad obtained, were likely to anfwer a double purpofe, by awing 
thefe tribes, and by intimidating others. 

The turks were alfo relieved from their anxiety, with regard to the 
defigns which the persjans might have formed againft bassora. Na- 
dir had caufed feveral magazines of provifions to be colle&ed on the 
frontiers of that diftrift; but in September he ordered them to be fold. 

This 

> KlAYA Of KIBAYA. 
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This was a circumftance happy to this city and its neighbourhood in 1742. 
two refpe&s. The war with the Arabians had occafioned a fcarcity, 
while achmed basha not chufing to truft to the profeffions of his 
friend nadir, had amaffed great quantities of provilions in thofe parts, 
and fent them to bagdat. This fupply was therefore the more wel- 
come toBAssoRA, where the fWelling of the Euphrates had occafioned 
an inundation, which produced an epidemical diforder. 

s 

We have lately feen an inftance of the force of gain, with regard to 
the Russians : the love of it often triumphs over every other confider- 
ation. The Turks reaped fome benefit from buying of thefe provi- 
fions ; but at the fame time they fold great numbers of horfes in kour- 
distan, and other places in the ottoman dominions, to the Persians. 
A courfe of uninterrupted campaigns had fo far ruined the Persian ca- 
valry, that they could not have continued the war againft the Turks, 
without thefe fuccours : notwithftanding which the avarice of the bash as 
and governors induced them to connive at the pradtice, infomuch that 
this jrear above fixty thoufand horfes, befides a great number of camels 
and mules, were fold by the turks and Arabians for the ufe of na- 
dir's army. v 



CHAP. XXX. 

1 - 

Nadir'.* proje&s to dijlrefs the turks. Critical circumftance of achmed, 
basha of bagdat. Nadir leaves dagistan. Intrigues of the otto- 
man court. Nadir fends embajfadors to bagdat. The grand fgnior 
declares war againft the Persians, Nadir 9 / pkfn of operations for the 
campaign. 

THE dread of war ffcill perplexed the affairs of the ottoman court. 
That very conformity of religion, which they had fo earneftly 
folicited, in order to prevent the effufion of blood, now became an 
objedt of their terror. The decree which nadir had published upon 
his acceffion to the throne, not feeming to operate effectually on the 
Vol. IV. Gg minds 
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1742. minds of the Persians, towards the clofe of his year he caufed it to- 
be proclaimed, that as he had acknowledged the belief of the sunnis 
for the orthodox faith, he required all his.fubjedte to follow his ex- 
ample. 

Under the circumftances of fear, this declaration created a fufpicion in 
the Turkish miniftry, that it was an artifice of nadir shah, by imi- 
tating the condudt of ashreff*, to taint the tniftds of the TURKS.with 
religious prejudices ; and the fame fuccefs which that prince had met, 
with regard to his fecurity againft the turks, nadir might poffibly find 
in his conquefl of turkey. 

Achmed, bash A of bagdat, was critically fituated between the pow- 
erful and ambitious nadir, and the jealoufy of the Turkish court: the 
former, tho* he profeffed himfelf a friend to the bash a, afpired at the 
conqueft of bagdat ; whilft the latter was concerned to fee this govern- 
ment in fome degrte difmembered from the ottoman empire. % Had 
bagdat been in lefs fkilful hands, it 'might very probably have fallen a 
facrifice to the Persians • and yet many of the turks gave this general 
the odious appellation of nizam al muluck, in allufion to the treachery 
which was imputed to that indian lord, as already related. 

. In whatever light the condudt of the basha might appear to the 
port, it was his parts and generofity which, fuppsrted him,* and not 
his treafon. By jthefe he engaged the friend(hip of almoft every one. 
who had any connexion with h m: his officers ferved him with the ut* 
moil fidelity, and confidered their own fortune as infeparable from his. 
But this generofity had likewife its mixture of evil, as by this means his 
coffers were generally empty $ infomuch, that he was often obliged to 
demand money from the court. He had now exa&ed fix hundred purfes r ' 
from the Arabians, whom his lieutenant, suliman basha, had lately 
defeated. The jews of bagdat were alfo obliged to fupply him with 
two hundred purfes. Their chief banker was accufed of an illegal com- 
merce with the daughter of a Turkish emir •, and would have fuffered 

death,, 

* « See Vol. HI, Chap. XXXVII. ' 6,000/. • We., may obferve 

m how different a light the conduit of the turki and Persians appears. Former!/, *h* latter 



were 
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death, if they had not paid this pecuniary mul<9:, together with feven 1742. 
hundred purfes which was due to the banker from the basha ; but this 
event, whether the jew was really guilty or not, ballanced the account. 

The good underftanding which was fuppofed to fubfift between na- 
dir shah and the governor of bagdat, gave the turks no fmall in- 
quietude. They were in no condition to compel him to give up his go- ' 
vernment 5 and out of fear of driving him to any defperate expedient, 
they diflembled their apprcbenfionp, and worked fecretly to accompli (h 
their purpofe. Among other ileps* the court fent fev^ral « ash as to 
bagdat with troops, under pretence of putting the city in a ftate of 
defence againft the armies of Persia $ but this expedient did not take 
effect. The basha faw through the difguife which the court put on, 
and refufed to give any admittance to thofe troops, reprefenting to the 
grand fignior, that his own forces were fufficient to defend the city and 
its diftrift. 

. If achmed could have been fuppofed capable of joining his forces to 
nadir shah, with a view to conquer turkey, fuch a junction was 
practicable ; but if he had no fuch defign, (as indeed how could a man 
of his parts commit fo grofs an abfurdity?) the conduct of the ottomai* 
court was very imprudent with regard to her own fafety. The circum- 
stances of the basha rendered it neceflary, that the grand fignipr fliould 
be kept in fear of the Persians, as a decifive blow on either fide might 
oblige him to yield up his government j and it was plain enough th*t 
nadir was preparing for fome important enterprize. 

Had the turks been in circumftances of fupporting a war againft 
Persia, the perplexed condition in which nadir found himfelf in da- . 
gistan, rendered the occafion favourable 3 however, it was ibme con- 
folation to them, that the rapid courfe of his arms had met fucH a check, 
as might afford them time to tollett troops, and alfo treafurc to fupport 
them. 

G g i In 

wefle equally drift with regard to their women, but we find under nadir's reign, all diftin^Uons of 
Iaahommedan and christian were levelled. See VoL. I. page 308. It is true the jews are held in 
much greater abomination than the chriftians. 
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174.? In February this year, nadir abandoned his enterprise on dagiv 
st an - y and leaving derbend, he marched to the plains of mog an, not 
without apprehenfions that the turks would make fomc irruption into 
his dominions, before he could put himfelf at the head of his forces. 

The grand fignior had reafon to be perfuaded that he never fhould 
have a folid pea<;e with nadir, till he had an opportunity to humble 
him. The port was willing to think, that his' fucceffes arofe from his 
intrigues, and the force of his bribes, as well as his valour and military 
knowledge. Upon this principle, they began to confider him as lefs dan*. 
gerous, in a preemption that he would have no advantage over them by 
treafonable pradtifes. Their eyes being alfo more open to their interefl:, 
they faw the fault which they had committed, in lofing many favourable 
opportunities ; and prepared in the mod effectual manner to take meat- 
fur cs to free themfelves from any future alarms. 

The vizir ali bash a employed all his {kill and interefl to difplace* 
achmed, basha of bagdat : he even carried his refentment fo far, a» 
to tamper with osman basha, governor of the citadel * of bagdat y 
and to promife him the government of the city and province, if he could 
by any means remove achmed. This propofal not teing accepted, the 
, vizir, according to the ordinary courfe of eaftern intrigues, tried ach- 
med j and orders were difpatched to him to fend the head of osman. 
Being furprized at fo extraordinary a commiffion, in prejudice to a. 
man againft whom he had no caufe of complaint, he acquainted os- 
man with the affair. This produced an explanation on both fides : 
the mutual confidence which from thence arofe, eftablilhed their friend- 
{hip ; and they had foon after the pleafure of feeing their enemy dif- 
poffefled of his office. Achmed was at length confirmed in his -go- 
vernments, both of bagdat and bassora $ the grand fignior's decree 
for this purpofe arriving in april. The court had wifely judged this 
to be the beft expedient to remove the offence given the basha, to- 
gether with their own jealoufy. 

It 

1 This officer they call mvhofiz. They have generally governors of citadels diftinft from- the 
city and province. 
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It is probable that nadir made fome attempt to corrupt achmed. *743< 
The vile principles of other men, which he had fo often found fubfervient 
to his ends, might have induced him to play off his diabolical engines, 
and try the efficacy of gold. Myrza zeki, a perfon much in the con- 
fidence of nadir, was fent by fiim to bagdat, in the character of em* 
baflador to the fash a, who received him with great demonftration* 
of kindnefs, and a profufion of magnificence. The embaffador acquaint- 
ed the bash a, that his matter intended to make the pilgrimage of imam 
ali, and other places in the neighbourhood of bagdat, where the 
Persians were wont to pay their devotions ; and that he would fend 
four khans with troops to efcort him v The bash a could by no means 
relifh this information, as it feemed to conceal fome fecret defign foreign 
to the pretence of religion ; however, in return for the honour which 
had been done him in this embafly, he fent his kinfman mahommed, 
kjaya, to attend the embaffador, alfo with letters and magnificent 
prefents for nadir : among the latter were tea beautiful horfes richly 
caparifoned. This embaffy produced no other effedt, than to confirm 
that efteem which the Persian king had always exprefled for the 
bash a. 

Whilft thefe negotiations were carried on, the port faw the ftorm 
ready to burft forth. The eleventh of june the horfes tails were hung 
out of the feraglio at Constantinople as a fignal of war. At the fame 
time orders were given to ftrengthen the ottoman army on the banks 
of the Euphrates near erzeroum. The Persians had already com- 
menced hoftilities ;. and b assora and bagdat were invefled almoft at 
the fame time, the former by a body of thirty thoufand Persians, who* 
were joined to fome tribes of Arabians. They took immediately tha 
fort of gurdilan on the fide of the river oppofite to that city : they alfo. 
ravaged. feveral fmall towns and villages, and put many of the inhabi- 
tants to the fword, taking their women into flavery. The territories of 
bagdat, which were hardly recovered from the calamities they had fuf- 
iered ten years before* were alfo pillaged and laid wafte. 

The 
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j 743. The turks however collected a great army on the fide of erzezoum, 
and another at diarbekir, and determined to make head againft the ene- 
my. The Persian troops which were before bassora and bagdat* 
were therefore ordered to leave thofe places and join at mosul, and fropi 
thence to advance to diarbekir. The plan for the operations of the 
campaign being formed, nadir himfelf at the head of a great body of 
forces marched to van, with a defign to hem in the turks at erzeroum, 
and force them to a battle, and then to attack the ottoman dominions 
in two different parts at the fame time, and pufh his conqueft as far as 
the capital He had been fome time making preparations to take the 
field ; but he did not begin the campaign with fo much ardour as in his 
former war againft the turks. The repulfe he had met in dagistan, 
had in fome degree diminished his reputation; whilft the acquisitions 
which his troops had made in India, rendered them to all appearance 
lefs defirous of war. 

The love of eafe, and the cultivation of the arts of peace, will ever 
1>e grateful to mankind j but even fuccefs in war muft tire and diftrefs. 
The moft fortunate campaigns have generally been attended with great 
labour, and feldom without the lofs of many lives to the vi&orsj yet 
according to the common notions of mankind, to wade through rivers of 
Wood is the glory of military atchievments : fo much does a vicious felf- 
love counteract the great defigns of providence. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

tfbe Turks put tbemfelves in a Jlate of defence. The bactiaris and: 
balouches revolt. l!he turks fend a pretender into Persia, who 

• is joined by a great body of lesgees and Persians in shirvan. They: 
are defeated by the Persian forces under the command of nesr all 
myrza. Rebellion of tachi kAan in shirass fuppreffed. 

* 

AFTER a campaign of ruear fourteen years,, the ardour of the pew- 1743; 
sian foldiers began to abate, whilft the turks recovered from 
.their apprehenfions. Mosul was put in a condition of defence, and the 
Persians endeavoured in vain to make themfelves mailers of it : they- 
loft a great number of men before the town, and were obliged to raife 
the fitge. Ali basha, governor of diarbekir, commanded a numerous- 
army, and had taken all the precautions of an experienced general to 
fiop their progrefs, had they even fucceeded at Mosul ; but that blow 
failing, prudence forbid their advancing any further* whilft an uticon— 
quered country remained behind them* 

Nadir found the turks every where prepared for his reception : a- 
number of fortified towns, defended by an enemy become bra,ve by 
their experience, feemed refolved neither to be won by hia intrigues,, 
nor to be fubdued by the terror of his name. Superiority of numbers,, 
and the mere dint of valour were therefore his only refourcesj and- 
as he was fenfible that his conduit had rendered the Persians every 
where ripe for a revolt, the lofs of a battle would probably have been* 
his ruin. As the turks kept only on the defenfive ; the ifluc of the war 
could not eafily be determined by any decifive blow. Under thefe cir- 
cumftances nadir retired to the neighbourhood of kerkoud, where the^ 
turks fufferedliim to remain unmolcfted. 

In the mean while near two thoufand families of the bactiaris,. 
whom the Persian king had tranfpprted to the province of khorasan,. 

3 - returned* 
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x 743» ^turned to their own country ; where they retired into the mountains, 
refolving to fluke off the Persian yoke. Nadir being apprehenfive 
that others would follow their example, fent a great body of ousbegs 
to keep them in awe. The balouches aifo refufed to fend any fur- 
ther fupplies of men or money j and a body of Persian troops, which 
had marched againft them, was defeated, 

A great part of the frontier country to the fouth, and alfo the inha- 
bitants of the fea coaft, finding nadir's government infupportable, took 
up arms at the fame time : taghi khan, the governor of farsistan, 
followed their example. This khan was alfo a beglerbeg, and had 
been much efteemed by nadir : he was permitted to wear the heron's 
feather on .the left fide, and to ride upon an elephant * which was not 
granted but to two or three perfons in the whole empire. The feveral 
expeditions which this kahn had made againft the mascats, having been 
attended with very ill fortune, his reputation with the king was much 
declined. Khalbelli khan, a relation of the shah, and an officer 
under taghi khan, was become fo great an objedt of jealoufy to nadir, 
that he gave orders to taghi khan to fend him his head ; but the beg- 
jlerbeg made ufe of his intereft with his mailer, and faved khalbelli. 
Soon after taghi khan himfelf was fufpedted of treafon ; and under 
pretence of efteem and great confidence, nadir charged his relation to 
lend the khan prifoner to the camp. The mutual regard which fub- 
fifted between thefe two lords, naturally produced an explanation ; and 
they both faw that their fecurity depended only on their abilities to op- 
pofe the tyrant, whom late difappointments had rendered extremely cruel. 

Under thefe circumftances, they previoufly concerted their meafures, 
and refolved to rebel. To facilitate this defign, it was agreed that ta- 
ghi khan fhould.fet out for the camp, as if he meant to give an ac- 
. .count of himfelf to the shah ; and that khalbelli fhould in a day or 
two fend after him, upon the pretext that a rebellion was breaking 
out, and therefore his prefence became abfolutely neceflary at shir ass. 
Accordingly - the beglerbeg returned, and under pretence that the 
neighbouring people had taken up arms againft the king, he collected a 

I body 
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body of : troops to the number of feven thoufand, and feized all the 1743- 
naval force on Che. Persian gulf 

Whilft thefe ftorms were gathering in the fouth, the turks thought 
the opportunity very favourable to foment a rebellion in the north. The 
moft proper inftruments for their purpofe were the lesgees. The re- 
fcntmcnt -of thefe people for the attempts againft them the preceding 
year, made them wifh for fome favourable opportunity of diflrefling the 
PERSIANS. The Turkish miniftry were fenfible that nadir's govern- 
ment was already become odious ; and that poffibly any pretender they 
might fet up under the notion of being of the royal blood of the seffie 
family, might make a diverfion in their favour . For this purpofe there- 
fore they engaged a certain Persian named saun w , who pretended to 
be the younger fpn of shah hussein. The turks alfo infinuated that 
seffie myrza, the elder fon, was yet alive under their protection. Saun 
had made his appearance in Persia fome years before, in the habit of a 
dervish, privately insinuating that he afFeded that garb to conceal his 
birth : he was then taken by ibrahim khan, nadir's brother, who in 
contempt cut off the tip of his nofe, and fet him at liberty. This man 
was from that time called binnie buride*, or fnip-nofe. The inhabi- 
tants of shamakie now received him with great demonftrations of re- 
fpe&, and he foon colle&ed an army to the number of fixteen thoufand 
men, of which the greateft part were lesgees. Thefe brave moun- 
taineers had made incurfions in the neighbourhood of derbend from the 
time of nabir's leaving that city 5 and kept the garrifon in perpetual 
alarms. Taking the advantage of the night, they laid a quantity of gun- 
powder in the broken parts of the walls, and fetting fire to it, did great mif- 
chief, tho* they could not accomplUh the taking of the place : this artifice 
was repeated ieveral times. They often oame in large bodies, in the night, 
and letting fly cleuda of arrows at the troops who guarded the walls* imme- 
diately changed their fituation * fo that the Persians were at a lofe how to 
aim their artillery. AH the arts of perfuafion, as well as violence had been 
ufcd to bring thefe tartars to a fubmiffion. The garrifon made re- 
peated 

w This word is alfo pronounced saam. 

Vol. TV. Hh 
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j 743. peated Tallies, and had frequent fkirmifhes with them j both fides exer- 
cifing cruelties unwarrantable by the law of arms *. Thole who fur- 
rendered themfelves without fighting, and promifed under an oath not to 
bear arms againft the shah, were difmiffed by the Persians. A decree 
was alfo fent amongft the lesgees, that whoever would trade with Per- 
sia, fhould be free of all duties, and that paffports fhould be granted for 
the fafety of their perfons * but this had little or no effect 

The continuation of thefe hoftilities kept deer bend almoft in as great 
diflrefs as when nadir left it. All the males who were above fixteen, 
were obliged to bear arms, and die young women above fourteen, were 
given as wives to the new recruits, by an arbitrary ad of the governor ; 
whilft the fcarcity was fo great, that numbers died for want 

1744. The beginning of this year the pretender saun marched into srirvan, 
at the head of an army moftly compofed of lesgees. They were pil- 
laging at large, when a body of two thoufand Persians in nadir's in- 
tereft, endeavoured to flop their progrefs, but were intirely routed. The 
whole provincfe being thus threatened with defolation, nadir fent his fon 
nesr ali myrza at the head of twenty five thoufand men. The 
lesgees, in conjunction with great numbers of people of the province, 
made an obftinate refinance ; but after much bloodfhed they were defeated 
near the conflux of the kura and ar as. It was here nadir was chofen 
king ; and on the fame fpot, where the people had given fuch proof of 
their weaknefs and corruption, was now ereded a monument of their 
mifery and diflrefs. Nadir caufed a pyramid of human beads * to be 
built in token of his vidory, and to deter the few remaining inhabi- 
tants from any future rebellion. 

Saun fled with feventy men only, but was foon taken. The shah 
ordered his fon to cut but one of the eyes of this rebel, and that he 
fhould be then fent to the ottoman court, with this meflage ; " That 
" nadir difdained to take the life of fo despicable a wretch, though 

" the 

■ It was not uncommon for the firsiaks to cut off the legs of the ii»cbbs, or to cut out 
their eyes, with this cruel tamtf, that they might then ualw Ac beft of ^ w»y hgm. 
I See Vol. I. f$gt 38S. 
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" the grand fignior had cfpoufcd his caufe, as a descendant of the family ijaa, 
" of the sEpriEs *." 

The confequence of this rebellion was the ruin of almoft the whole 
province of shirvan/ In the mean while, the revolt of taghi khan 
became a very ferious aflair ; he was one of the laft of the antient Per- 
sian nobility, and tho' he had been unfortunate in his naval war againft 
the arabs, he had the reputation of an able ftatefman and a gallant 
officer ; qualities which rendered him fo much the greater objed of 
jealoufy* Nadir detached a body of eighteen thoufand • men to shi- 
rass, under fome of his mod experienced generals. This was a force 
fo much fuperior to that of taghi khan, that being in no capacity to 
meet them in the field, he {hut himfelf up in the city. 

We have already feen, to what deplorable circumftances the city of 
shirass, the capital of farsistan, was reduced in 1724, and again in 
1729 : it was now once more doomed to be a fecne of diftrefs and flaugh- 
ter. Taghi khan defended the city for fome weeks, but at length it 
was taken by ftorm : the inhabitants were puni(hed with the utmofl fe- 
verity ; and a great part of their effeds were pillaged, under the pre- 
tence of fequeftration, for the ufe of the king. Moft of thofe who had 
been in arms were put to the fword, or deprived of fight. Taghi 
khan, attended by a party of his friends, fled in the difguifc of (hepherds, 
but were foon difcovered by the treachery of their own Servants. He 
was brought to Isfahan with his favourite wife, and about forty of his 
ceareft relations and dependents. 

This lady was violated before her hufband's face by a common foldier; 
which was the higheft indignity that could be offered to this nobleman, and 
contrary to nadir's ufual regard to women. His relations and friends 
were put to death ; and himfelf, after being deprived of one of his eyes, 
was caftrated. Strift orders were given, that all pofliWe. care (hould be 
taken, that the operation ftiould not affedl his life. It was faid, that 

H h 2 nadir 

* It was remarkable, that saun was thus fuffered to efcape for the fecond time. He was a rank 
prcdeftinarian, and concluded that he was yet referred for tome extraordinary event. * The 

twenty-fire thoufcnd men, mentioned in) Vol. I. page 24. part of them I imagine were fent againft 
the other rebels in that neighbourhood. 
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1744. nadir had made an oath b never to put taghi khan to death $ and 
was therefore wanton in his cruelty, without touching the life of this 
lord. It is probable, that the shah thought him an honed man, and 
a more able general, than many belonging to his army ; and as he had 
given him his life, expede^firom him the greater marks of fidelity* 
Upon what other principle can we reconcile major's conduct; wha* 
after thus gratifying his refentment, gave this khan the government of 
cabul ? What particular circumftances might induce him to take fa 
extraordinary a refolution, my authorities do not mention : it feems to be 
an effect of that caprice and whim, which we find upon many occafions* 
as if he affedted to eftablifh a rule of condud, contrary to the funda- 
mental principles which common experience has taught mankind c . 



CHAP. XXXII. 

Rebellion of astrabad. English merchants plundered. Nadir returns: 

from turkey into Persia. Report concerning his abdication. Dijlreft 

of Persia. The turks make great preparations for war. Nadir 

marches into the Turkish dominions. Battle fought near erivan. The 

turks defeated. 

TH E flames of civil war now fpread themfelves like a torrent. In? 
January this year, the khajars of astrabad alfo threw off the 
yoke, and chofe mahommed bass an d as their leader. After joining a 
body of turkum an tartars their neighbours, they took the capital 

of 

b It feems as if oaths were deemed very facred things among the mahommebans, and that the 
vileft of men were not vile enough to difregard their engagements, to which they call the Almighty 
to witnefs. c Mr. otter mentions, that taghi khan no fooner arrived at cabul, than. 

he rebelled; but I never heard that cabuj* did rebel till after the death of nadir shah, or jo£ 
before, when thamaras khan commanded the Persian forces on the Indian fide. It is true,, 
that many events have happened, which for want of correfpondence, and from the wild diforders of 
a country rent with civil wars, have never reached Europe. I have already obferved, that for mf 
own part I adopt only what i have particular reafon to believe fe true, and thofe events which appear 
but Imperfectly rehted, with regard to drcumftances, the reader will afcribe to the manner in which, 
they have been handed to *s. • The fon of fatiy ali khan, mentioned 

in page iS. 
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of the province, feized the shah's treafure, and plundered a valuable ca- 1744* 
ravan belonging to the British Russia company, who were at this time 
attempting to open a new trade over the Caspian Tea to meschep, now 
conlidcred as the capital of the empire. 

There cannot be a greater decnonftration of the fatal eflfe&s of a tyran- 
nical government, than the extreme rafhnefs of the inhabitants of this 
province. Mahommed hassan had held a correfpondence with saun, 
and acknowledged him as fovereign. He propofed, that whilft saun was 
conquering on the weftern coaft, he would reduce the fouthern parts bor- 
dering on the Caspian fea. It was with difficulty he raifed a little army 
of three thoufand men ; and saun, tho* he headed fixteen thoufand, was 
not able to fupport himfelf againft the numerous forces of nadir ; yet 
the temptation of plundering the treafure and caravan, drew the infatuated 
followers of hassan into deftrudtion. The minute circumftances of this 
rebellion are related in my firft volume c . I have therefore only to add* 
that this army of kHajars and turkumans were in the following month 
defeated by fifteen hundred of the shah's troops from khorasan ; ind by 
their lofs in battle, executions, and fequeftrations, the whole province was 
ruined. Prom this time n adi r took the refolution of fending a body of 
forces, and to build a fort on the eaftern coaft of the Caspian, with a 
view to awe the turkumans j but the want of water in their defert 
prevented the execution f . 

Whether reafons of policy, or any other motive prevailed, nadir cer- 
tainly gave frequent proof of his regard to equky ; and therfc is a juftice 
due to the worft of men. That which was fhewn on this occafion to the 
British merchants, ought to be rcmembred; for he caufed the whole , 
amount of their lofs to be paid to their faflors. 

The fortune of this eaftern fpoiler feemed now to decline very faft : and 

the general defection of the Persians rendered the profpeft of his future 

reign very gloomy. The flames of rebellion, which thus broke out in 

fo many different quarters, reduced him for the prefent to the neceffity 

of abandoning his defigns againft the turks ; and in the month of march 

this year *, he returned into the plain* of hamadan. 

It 

• Chapters XXX. XLII. XLVI. ' See Vol. I. pige 321. « See Vol. L page 243, 244. 
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i't A4.. I* * s n0t ^ whether nadir had any childrea by the aunt of shah 
Tj£HMas ; but his unfortunate fon riza kouli myrza, to whom a lifter 
of that prince had been given in marriage, had a fon by her, whofe name 
was shahrokh, now about ten years of age. It was fuggefted that 
nadir defigned to abdicate the regal power in favour of shahrokh, as 
being lineally defcended on the mother's fide from the seffie family, and 
that himfclf would retire to k^xat to end his days in repofe. This 
opinion feemed to arife rather from the cbhfufed ftate of affairs, than 
from the probability that nadir really meant to abdicate the crown> or 
that he could confiflently with his own fafety give up the command of 
his army. Nor was it probable that shahrokh, who was born in fuch 
diftra&ed times, whofe father had been deprived of fight for rebellion 
againft his own parent, and whofe mother had poifoned herfelf, to avoid 
the cruel death of feveral of her relations, who were ripped up ; it is not, 
I fay, probable, that fuch a perfon, however entitled by birth, fhould 
ever arrive at a quiet pofleffion of the regal dignity. 

Under fuch diftra&ion of the ftate, and the jealoufy of the ufurper, 
to name a fuccefibr would have been to dethrone himfelf in his own ap- 
prehenfion. Every thoughtful man forefaw ' what confufion muft ne- 
ceflarily follow the death of nadir, although this event was fo much 
defired by the people. It was moft natural to imagine, that as nadir 
had put out the eyes of his eldeft fon riza kouli myrza, the fecund 
fon nezr ali myrza, fhould be confider'd as the prefumpdve heir of 
the Persian diadem. This prince however gave no marks of a fpirit 
equal to fo dangerous a charge. Ali kouli khan, the fon of Ibra- 
him khan\ was therefore confidered as the perfon moft probable to fuc- 
ceed. This Opinion was favoured by bis being made governor of kho- 
rasau, and by a certain popularity of conduit, not fuch as gave um- 
brage at this time, but tending to make impreffions of his generality, 

I 

• 

i I have often difcourfcd on thje fubjeft with tic jrinch jefuits In chilan, who foretold a great 
part of the calamities, which have .fince happened, as a natural confeqaence of that defperate date 
to which pirsia was reduced. * Ibrahim khaw, nadir's eldeft brother, the fame 

perfon who was killed by the lsscris. It vasfaid that nadir did declare ali kouli khab his 
rfiicceJTor; bat the authority is the more to be doubted, as the thing appears inconfiftent, whilft nbir 
ah myrza had fo grata ihare in the command of the army. 
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I have related in what mifery * Persia was involved by nadir's ava- 1744. 
rice, joined to a reftlefs fpirit of conqueft, and a fear of difbanding his army. 
In the moft civilized countries we often find, that after a long feries of 
war peace is attended with many evil efFe&s, efpecially from the lawlejts 
conduft of thofe who want fkill, induftry, or honefty to get their bread. 
But in a country fo loft to a fenfe of moral duties, and fo impatient un- 
der the yoke of an ufurper, nadir's foldiers would have been the firft to 
-rebel, as foon as they fhould be difcharged. They already curfed him, 
not in their hearts only, but with their tongues j declaring, that he had 
no fenfe of humanity, and therefore hfo talents as a foldier could never 
render him worthy to reign over them : befides, the native Persians in 
his army were much inferior to the number of the tartars, and con- 
fequently the former confider'd themfelves as adting under the influence 
of men whom they defpifed. The people in general, grown defperate 
by feeing their fubftance torn from them, were kept from rebellion no 
longer than they were awed by a military force. Yet they were re- 
duced to fo hard a dilemma, as to tremble at the profpeft of a change. 

Such was the fituation of Persia in the middle of this year, when 
nothing could give a ftronger proof how much mankind are fcourges 
to themfelves in confequence of their own villainy, than that a people 
who had been rsgardlefs of their lawful king, now groaned under the 
•tyranny of an ufurper who trod on their necks with fuch boundlefs cruelty. 
Nor was it lefs amazing how a country almoft deferted, could find pro* 
vifions to fupply an army. 

It is eafy to imagine the fatisfadion which the port received at the 

rebellions in Persia: this made a difcovery of the real weakness 

of their enemy. They were ftiU alarmed cm account of achmed 

bash a : the relu&ance he had (hewn to aft againft the Persians, by 

which he defigqed to maintain himfelf the better in his government, 

was conftrued by his enemies at court as a defertion of his mailer's 

caufe ; and confequently that he meant at leaft to ere& an independent 

fovereignty. 

The 



I 
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1744: The TUEKt, harfafied with war for fo many Jeatsi grew clamorous, 

and a change in the miniftry was threatened. Their fears perpetually 

rcprefentcd nadir shah as destroying their armies, and laying wafte 

their country, without a pro{pc& ftf peace. The court endeavoured by 

all poffible means to foothe the people ; r it was even declared that a 

• peace was concluded with Persia,, fay the interposition of achmed basha. 
The defign of this was to remove the fuipicions which were entertained 
of this basha, and at the fame time to give the people hopes of repofe. 
The court however had experienced fuch caprice, inconstancy, and want 

• of faith in nadir, that they could tr&ke no dppendance on any treaty 
with him, but fuch as was made fword in hand. Many proje&s wece 
formed to bring vaft armies into the field : it was even propofed to em- 
bark fome bodies of the crim tartars on the black sea, and land 
them at trebisonde ; and to bring troops from Egypt, and land them 
at alexandretta, to endeavour by this means to cover their dominions 
in the antient Mesopotamia. In fhort, all poffible expedients were triad 
to fet bounds to fo dangerous a neighbour, whofe fortune had prevailed 
over the numerous rebellions raifed againft him. 

In ju&y nadir marched back again into the Turkish dominions, 
feemingly with a view to fupport his troops in the enemy's country, whidi 
he could no longer do in his own. All the frontier of the Turkish de- 
minions had been fo long a prey to great armies, that they were be- 
come wafte. In the mean while, the taxes drawn from his people be- 
ing inefficient for the current fervice, he was obliged to have recourfe 
to his Indian treafure, but in fuch fmall proportions, as afforded very 
little relief to the people. 

. Nadir remained fome time between casbin and hamadan, wiA 

an army of thirty thoufand men ; with thefe he awed his fubjedte, 

particularly the inhabitants of the coaft of the Caspian, who were in 

general ripe for a revolt. In this fituation he could alfo fupport a cor- 

1 refpondence with his armies on the fide of iKdia, and with that body 

,q£ forces which he had left near kerkoud. In the mfcan time he 

1 expected 
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cxpeded to be joined by his forces which had been fent to the fouth 1744.. 
againft shirass, and the neighbouring country. 

Towards the clofe of this year, an a&ion happened between the Per- 
sians and turks near cars ; but as it was by no means decifive, it fcrved 
for little more than to fupport the fpirit of animofity, and prevent that 
peace which the Turkish miniftry fo anxioufly fought : at leaft we do 
not find that the Persians were driven out of the Turkish dominions, 
nor that cars was taken, agreeable to the common reports of that time. 
The turks hpwever maintained their ground with fuch rpfolution, as 
rendered all the attemgjs of the enemy abortive. 

The Persian army pafled the winter near their own frontiers. Nadir 
feemed to think it neceffary to keep himfelf in readinefs againft the in- 
teftine commotions of his own country, and at the fame time to watch 
the motions of the turks, who were refolved to make their greateft efforts 
the next campaign. 

Near the end of this year, achmed khan, a Persian general, fled to 
Constantinople from the tyranny of his mailer. The turks received 
him with diffidence, left his pretended flight fhould be one of thofe 
ftratageras which their artful enemy nadir had fo often played againft 
them. The khan however gave them fuch convincing proofs of the 
real caufe of his abandoning his late mafter, that he was received ,into 
the confidence of the Turkish ministers. He flattered them into a be- 
lief, that if they would exert themfelves, and fend a large army into the 
field, the Persians, being once intimidated, would defert in whole fqua- 
drons. This opinion was founded on his knowledge of the great dif- 
affedtron of many of the officers and foldiers in the Persian army. 

The lesgees, remembering their defeat in shirvan the beginning of 
laft year, were anxious to fee their haughty enemy humbled to theMuft. 
For this purpofe they fent two embaffadors to Constantinople, offering 
to affift the turks with a body of men, in consideration of a certain fum 
of money. They reprefented at the fame time, how bravely they had 
defended their liberty againft the ufurper nadir, and that they ftill per- 

Vol. IV. I i fifted 
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1744, fitted in their refolution of defending therpfclves. It had not been the 
cuftom of the lesgees for fome ages to leave their mountains to engage 
in the fervice of any foreign prince, nor have they often marched farther 
than shirvan and Georgia to fight their own battles ; but their pfefent 
circumftances induced them to make this offer, to engage in the 
Turkish fervice, as the swiss do in that of France." The port 
received thefe embafladors with great marks of diftin&ion, and gave 
them very fair promifes ; but we do not find that they were fo 
fatisfa&ory to. the crafty lesgees, as to engage them to fend any 
fuccours to join the ottoman army : indeed it was not without the ut- 
moft difficulty the grand fignior could raife mdfcy to pay his nationat 
troops. 

• * * 

1745. This year began with preparations for the moil powerful army which* 
had yet appeared in the field againft the Persians, towards which ser-. 
via, Bosnia, and Romania, all contributed their quotas. This nume- 
rous army was to be aflembled at cars, in order to open the campaign 
by the firft of april. The turks fcemed thus determined to make 
the moil vigorous efforts, and free themfelves from the dread of their 
enemy j which could not be done by keeping within their walls. This 
talk was the more difficult, as a continued feries of ill fortune had in- 
timidated the ottoman forces 5 neither were the European troops irf 
the leaft difpofed to pais over into a si a, as it had generally proved 
their grave. 

In the mean while, the fuppreflion of the rebellions of shirvan, 
shirass, and astrabad, had humbled the Persians : though, groan- 
ing under a tyrannical government, they were in no condition to with-hoid 
their obedience. Nadir being fatisfie.d that he had nothing to fear from 
his own people for the prefent, left his fon nesr ali myrza with a body 
of thirty thoufand men on the frontiers of Persia, and marched his 
army the beginning of this year into Georgia, where he found it mofi 
cafy to fupport them, without any danger of moleftation. This ftep 
gave the turks fome fatisfa&ion, as it enabled them to form their army; 

4 and 
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and afforded a temporary relief to thofe' towns, againft which they ap- 2745; 
prebended the Persian king would turn his arms. 

If the tVrks were ambitious of "ftriking a decifive blow, nadi£ alfo 
.behaved as if he meant to bring the war to an iffiie at one battle ; for he 
took no meafures to obftrud; the jun&ion of the ottoman forces. 
About the middle of may he fent orders to his fon to advance towards 
erivan, and. near the end of july both the Persian armies arrived, in 
the neighbourhood of that city. 

* * 

"- Two years thus pafled in rumours of war, and perpetual apprehen- 
sions of battles^ wfthdlk any blow being (truck worthy of hiftorical re- 
cord : at length the fatal day arrived. The turks, having had fo long 
a time to compleat their army, their forces were more numerous than in 
any of the former campaigns againft the Persians : the sERAskier, 
mahommed basha, was at the head of a, hundred thoufand men. As 

foon as he heard of the motions of the Persians, he left erzeroum, 

« • ■ • 

and advanced to cars, where he joined abdallah kouproli : the army- 
under this basha confiiled of thirty thoufand men. The junftion of 
thefe forces, fupported by a numerous train of artillery, flattered the 
Turks, into a belief, that it was now their turn to triumph over an 
enemy who had been fo long an objedt of their terror. Mahommed 
basha directed his courfe towards erivan, and during his march, he 
drove feveral parties, confifting of four or five thoufand Persians, from 
their entrenchments and advanced pofts. 

Nadir shah was encamped with fifty thoufand men about ten leagues 
from erivan, and his fon, nezr ali myrza, with thirty thoufand, 
was advanced near the fame diftance. The van guard of the latter being 
met by the f urks, a Ikirmifli enfiied, and the Persians immediately re- 
treated to join the main army commanded by the shah himfelf. Upon 
this, nadir began to move, and fent a body of his forces toattack the 
turks in- the rear,- whiclr was' executed according to his intention. Be- 
ing arrived within two leagues of the enemy's camp, he pitched his tents 
on a xifing ground, neardft rthat body of the turks commanded by ab- 
]>allah basha* The main body of the ottoman army was encamped 
1 J i 2 ~ advan- 
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1745. advantageoufly, and defended by entrenchments, and a numerous ar- 
tillery. 

Mahommed bash a had made fome marches to meet the king of 
Persia, with defign to give him battle. The third of august he de- 
tached a large body of cavalry, fupported by a train of artillery ; thefe 
troops being formed into order of battle, advanced upon the Persians, 
whilft the basha kept his whole army in readinefs to fuccour them. 
. Nadir gave orders for a detachment of his troops, inferior in number to 
that of the turks, to meet them ; and after the firfl difcharge of their 
mufquetry, to attack them with their fabres. The battle lafted from 
morning till noon with equal fortune, when the shah advanced in perfon 
at the head of a ftrong reinforcement, and brought on a general en- 
gagement. The turks difputed the vidfcory with great obftinacy, but 
in the evening they retired to their camp in confufion. They lofl: above 
twenty thoufand men, great part of them infantry, who were killed ia 
the field of battle, befides a considerable number of prifoners. The 
Persians purfued them as far as their trenches, and then returned to 
their own camp a little after fun-fet. 

A lofs of foch importance could not but difhearten the Turks, who 
now feemed inclined to remain within their lines. The shah, taking 
advantage of the terror into which he had thrown the enemy, cut off their 
communication with cars j by which means they were deprived of a fup«* 
port. Neceffity therefore compelled them to leave thfcir trenches a fecond 
time, not fo much with defign to give battle, as to make a defperate retreat. 
The eighth of august they advanced with a large train of artillery, and 
cannonaded the enemy with great fury. The Persians fupported the 
fhock, and by the help of their own cannon drove them back into their 
trenches. The turks being now more clofely blockaded in their campi 
the ninth of august, as foon as night came on, -they abandoned their 
entrenchments, and leaving their artillery and baggage, retreated towards 

CARS. 

Nadir no fooner perceived their motions than he ordered a body of 
his men to follow them* The Persians flung them into diforder> and 

made 
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made great havock : the next day as they followed the turks, five leagues 1745. 
on the other fide the river arpatschai, a forced engagement enfued, in 
which the seraskier, mahommed basha, was (lain. The Persians then 
returned in triumph to their camp with five thoufand prifoners, and the 
head of the seraskier. The turks acknowledged their lofs upon the 
whole to be twenty-eight thoufand men, and three bashas, befides the 
commander in chief; among thefe was abdallah kouproli, the fon*of 
the seraskier kouproli, who was killed in an engagement with the 
victorious nadir nine years before. 

It is remarkable, that nadir proceeded in this a&ion with the ut- * 
moll caution, not fuffering any of his troops to enter the Turkish camp 
after the enemy had deferted it, till he was certain that this was no 
flratagcm to engage his men to plunder, and expofe them to be at- 
tacked at a difadvantage. The lofs of the Persians on the occafion of 
this vidtory was about eight thoufand men, and fome of their generals ; 
nadir himfelf had two horfes killed under him in the firft battle. 

* 

The remains of the Turkish army arrived at gars without baggage, 
artillery or ammunition, and without any order, difcipline, or comman- 
ders of any note, fo that the hopes of the whole campaign were fruf- 
trated ; and their -enemies remained mailers of the field. However, 
they had lefs to fear from this event than from their former misfortunes 
in the Persian war, fince they had the utnoofl reafon to hope that the 
farther nadir marched into their country, the more he would be di- 
flrefled by the rebellions which were ready to burft forth on every fide 
of his Persian dominions. The Turkish miniftry therefore ftill per- 
fifted iii fupporting the war* and in December following the port pub- 
lished a manifefto fetting forth the reafons of this refolution, in order tk> 
con v in co the people of the neceffity of this meafure, till nadir shah • 
fhould accept propofals of peace lefs dangerous and dishonourable to the 
ottoman empire than any he had offered. To confirm their refolution, 
the grand vizir fent orders that all. the troops in natolia fhould hold 

themfelves in readinefs to march, in order to join the array- at cars. ' * 

• » ■ • 

C H A P.' 
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Nadir makes a peace with the turks. The Russians fend an embajfa* 
dor to nadir. Revolt of the Georgians, s Nadir' j barbarities at 

ISFAHAN and KHERMAN. Revolt of THAMARAS KHAN, and ALI 
KOULIKHAN. 

m * * 

m 

NADIR faw too well the danger impending from inteftine commo- 
tions in Persia, to entertain any thoughts of pursuing his v&oriet 
againft the turks : he rather chofe to enter into as fpeedy an accommo- 
dation with them as poffible. For this purpofe he fent ah beg, with a 
retinue of fixty petfons, as embaffador to the grand fignior. The 17th 
of January this minifter was conduced with the ordinary ceremonies 
to an audience of the ottoman emperor, who received him with great 
marks of refped. The vizir at the fame time informed ,him, that he 
might be affured, notwithftanding the misfortunes they had met with in 
the war with Persia, unlefs the shah would make proportions more con- 
fident with the honour of the grand fignior, it would bq impoffitye to 
agfee to a peace. As this embaffador had no full powers to negotiate, 
but was chiefly charged with a letter exprcffing the good intentions of 
his mailer : the grand fignior replied, that he was fincerely difpofed to 
conclude a peace, as foon as the shah would agree to fuch terms as might 
render it foiid and lafting ; and that in conformity to the shah's propo- 
fals of friendfhip, he would immediately order plenipotentiaries to the 
frontiers of persia : that thefe, together with ali basha the seraskier 
who commanded sX cars, might agree with the shah on a place moft 
convenient to open the conferences. Accordingly, towards the clofe of 
74 g February, three minifters were difpatched a few days before the de- 
parture of the Persian embaffador from Constantinople. In order 
that thefe conferences fhould produce their effect, diredions were given 
to baften the preparations for the next campaign, in cafe nadir fhould, 
according to his ordinary practice, amufe the turks with the notions of 

8 ah 
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an accommodation, whilft he meant only to gain time for purfuing the 1746. 
war with the more, vigour, when it better fuited his convenience. 

It is very evident that he had no defire of peace with the turks, 
any otherwife than as his own preservation rendered it neceffary. In the 
beginning of the laft campaign he had declared in very familiar terms, 
what mighty prefentfi he would make his foidiers, after he had fet up his 
flandard on the ramparts of Constantinople ; a project not altogether 
improbable, could he have found the art of Sacrificing his avarice to his 
ambition, and by that means deliver his people from the miieries undet 
which they groaned* 

It was remarkable in all the wars which nadir waged againft the 
ottoman empire, that the European turks no fopner entered Asia, 
than they became enervated. Befides, the cloathing of the turks being 
fo much longer than that of the Persians, the former were under a very 
great di&dvantage in battle k 5 and yet, fuch is the reverence of mankind 
for the practice of their forefathers, or their jealous fears of changing 
for the wdrft, that we find the turks {till adhere to the fame military 
drefs. In Europe, where fuperftition does not fo.much abound, or at 
leaft is differently modified, the cuftom of loading foidiers with unnecef- 
fary cloathing is changed *, in almoft every country diftinguifhed for the 
knowledge of military affairs. To all appearance nadir would have 
continued fuperior to the turks, unlefs he had pu fried his fortune too 
far, as generally is the cafe with princes of his genius ; but Providence 
fets the bounds, which they have not the prudence to fix. 

After the battle of erivan, nadir marched to hamadan, to waft 
the arrival of the Turkish minifters, who were ferit to prepare the 
way for mustapha effendi, the grand fignior's embafladbr. In owlet 
to prevent the evafive conduct which nadir had ordinarily pradifed to- 
wards the turks 3 this embafiador was ordered to return to const anti- 
nople before the year expired. The port, fenfiblc in whatx:ircumftances 
the shah was, had jufl grounds to believe that the happy period w^s at 

c length 

k The turks I am told have a method of tacking up their garments, but ftill they are not fo 
much difengaged as the pbmians. J See Vol. II. page 209. 
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i 7+^ # length arrived, in which they might agree to fix the boundaries of their 
refpedtive dominions - y and prevent that diftrefs and efFufion of blood, in 
which the ambition of the Persian king had involved the* ottoman 
empire. 

Ali beg, the embaflador of nadir shah, fet out towards the end of 
march, a few days after mustapha effendi. He left the Turkish 
court, with a view to make report to his matter of the favourable fenti- 
ments of the grand fignior, with regard to their mutual tranquillity. In 
the mean while, frefti reinforcements were fent to cars and erzeroum, 
in order to give the greater weight to their negotiations. The turks 
feemed refolved to fufFer the inconvenience of fupporting a very nume- 
rous army, rather than afford occafion to nadir for making any exorbi- 
tant demands on them. The expencc of maintaining thefe forces on the 
frontiers of their Asiatic dominions was very great, the country being 
every where laid wade ; yet this ftep feemed to be abfolutely neceilary, 
whilft nadir was at the head of fo formidable an, army. 

The greateft part of this year pafled in negotiations, till at length 
mustapha effendi brought this important affair to a happy iffue • and 
a peace was concluded, upon the foundation of that of amurath IV. 
except that the Persians were to enjoy the liberty of making the pil- 
gririiage of meccA, without acknowledging the Turkish jurifdi&ion ; 
and to have alfo a liberty to eftablifh a Persian prieft at the town of 
mesched ali, near bagdat. The titles which nadir affumed upon 
this occafion were, " The m oft exalted and moft generous prince ; bril- 
liant as the moon, and refplendent as the fun. The jewel of the 
world ; the center of the beauty of mufTulmen, and of the true faith 
of mahommed, The fovereign, whofe troops are equal in number 
<c to the ftars, and who fits on the throne of xerxes." 

The grand fignior, not to be out-done in pomp of words, arrogated 

the titles of " The fovereign who is the fhadow of God j the mirrour 

" of juftice; the afylum of the true believers; the king of kings, whofe 

" troops are equal in number to the ftars -, the true fucceflbr of the Ca- 

4 , " Hphs s 
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u liphs; the fcrvaht of the two facred and noble cities m ; the lord' of 1746. 
<c the two countries, and of the two feas n ; fultan, fon of a fultan; the" 
" moft powerful, the mod formidable, mod magnificent, moffc generous 
<c emperor sultan mahommed the conqueror, fon of mustapha the 

<c conqueror /' 

• / 

The seraskier, ali basha, who commanded on the frontier of 
Persia, was ordered to return into europe, to take pofleflion of his 
government of Bosnia. The grand fignior's court was in great joy on 
account of this peace; efpecially as nadir declared himfeif an adhe- 
rent to the doctrine of hannifa, in oppofition to thofe expounders of the • 
mahommedan law, whofe opinion the perstans had generally adopt- 
ed. The renovation of their treaty with the courts of st. Petersburg 
and Vienna, added alfo to the fatisfa&ion, and induced them to be- . 
lieve it would be permanent. The next great object of their attention, 
was the preparation of a fplendid embally to Isfahan, near which city 
nadir was encamped with his forces. In .the mean while, the Per- 
sian monarch appointed mustapha khan his embaflkdpr to the grand 
fignior. 

We have already obferved that the Russian court had not yet fent any 
formal embafly to nadir, fince his acceflion to the throne of Persia : 
it was therefore thought high time to perform this ceremonial, and ob- 
viate the ill effe&s which a feeming difregard might produce, now that 
nadir had no foreign enemy againft whom to employ his forces. The 
impreffions which the Russians as well as the turks had conceived, 
prevented in a great meafure the belief that the fate of this mighty con- 
queror was fo near at hand. Knez galitzen was accordingly appointed 
embaffador on the part of her prefent imperial majefty of Russia p . 

* 

. Nadir having left his northern dominions, fent into Georgia to de- 
mand all the fons of their nobility to attend his camp. A ftep of this 

nature 

■ • ^f icca and mbdina. ■ Generally underftood t^C Caspian and black s i a>. 

• This treaty was not figned till the nth of January 1747; » See accoontof this 

embafly, Vol. I. Chapters LIV. LV. LVI. and LVI1I. 

Vol. *V. K k 
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i?4&. nature could not but give thefe brave people great offence, cfpecially as 
it fcetncd to indicate bis jealoufy of them, and that he meant to hold 
their fons as hoftages, with a view to retain the people in their obedience. 
The Georgians lefolved to take up arms rather than fubmit; a$d to 
this they were the more induced, by the reports that thef flames of re- 
bellion had reached the eaftern parts of Persia. Thus encouraged^ they 
rcpulfed a body of Persian troops, which were fent into their country 
to levy taxes, and keep "them in awe. 

Wiulft nadir was in the neighbourhood of Isfahan, he received in- 
telligence that a rebellion was breaking out in the borders of khorasan. 
This province, which had received fuch diftinguiflied marks of his fa- 
vour, was reduced to the fame degree of mifery as the other parts of the 
empire *: but the abdollees of herat were the moft impatient of the 
yoke. Under thefe circumftances, what could be expected from the 
cruel avaricious nadir ? From an inceffant fatigue and labour of mind, 
attended with feme infirmities of body, he had contracted a difpofition, 
which in the generality of mankind is called by the name of peeviflinefc, 
but in htm was a diabolical fiercenefs, with a total infenfibility of human 
fiifferings. His avidity, as common to fickly minds, increased with his 
yeans ; and in order to indulge it, he feemed rofolv^d tp perfrrm fotflej 
mafter-ftroke of cruelty. During, his flay at Isfahan, he committed 
barbarities beyoqd any of the former years, of his reiga, This antiei>fc 
city, long eiteemed the p^radjfe of the f&rs&an monarchy, l^d in c<m- 
mon with all pejrsia felt th^ fet^l confpquences of invafiops aod civil: 
wars. The tyranny of namr had ipade a great progress in that ruin, 
which he now feemed determined to. compleat. He made the. heavieft, 
exactions on the city and the adjacent country, and put to death numbers 
of the inhabitants: among thefe were feveral indian and Armenian. 
merchants, whom he caufed to be burnt alive. It was pretended that 
they had bought fome horfe caparifons belonging to shah hussein, from, 
which- they had cut off the pearls, without accounting with him for 
their full value* However true this, might be, it could aotrl» dwmed-a 
Efficient reafon for fuch barbarities. It is probable, that he fttfpcded 

the 

'Sec Vol. II. page 25. # 
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the Armenians held, a correfpohdence with the rebel georgiAns* and iJAfa 

that the Indians in their commerce with kandahar, might tdfce occa- 

fion to mention the ftate of affairs in the northern and weftcrri parts of 

die empire. 

» 
In January 1747 he left Isfahan, and marched with his forces to 174?* 

Kherman. Here his cruelties were not inferior td thofe hfe hid. etercifed 
At Ispahan; being reftrained by no tiefc of juftice, nor the tears of the 
miferable $ by ho regards of hofpftality, nor even the prote&ion dfae to 
ftrangtrs : among other outrages, he fc&ufed the interpreter of the burtn 
favors to b6 beaten wkh ftifckfe, after thfe PErfsiArt manner, till he ex- 
pired ; pretending, that a Persian of cfiflintfion had depofited in his 
hands a large fum of iftdftey. 

From kherman he proceeded to mesched, where he continued to 
pradtife the greateft barbarities $ few perfons of any note, whether mili- 
tary men or merchants, Persians or Armenians, efcaped without the 
lofs of one or both their eyes* He then deeded his courfe to k^lat, 
the grand repofitory of his treafure. It was imagined, that he intended 
to put things in re&fthgfs for his receptk>rf ki that ftrong place, after the 
execution of has projeds* 

Upofl the breaking oat of the rebellion in the province of her At, he 
had given orders to his nephew ALi kouli Khan, then at mesch£d, to 
march againft the abdollees with a large body of forces $ flridtly en- 

joining hitaV, that whatever the exigencies of affairs might be, not to unite 

* * * ■ 

his tfoops with thofe of tamaras khan. The latter commanded in the 
eaftern frontiers, and was reputed a man of great experience and know- 
ledge of War r : he alfo had the fame injunction with regard to ali kouli 

» 

KHAN* however, they entered into a correfpondence, which produced a 
mutdai regard, and terminated in the junction of their forces. 

Nadi* Waft thus extremely alarmed ; it feemed as if he was betrayed . 
on every fide, and moil of all by his own nephew, things being thfis cir- 
cumftanced, he wrote to ali kouli khan, to fend tamaras khan 

K k 2 . fc 

'It is faid thatlhis khan had formed a regiment of infantry after the European manner. 
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)747* *° ^^ ** a P r ^ oner > ^^ apprehenfivc that his nephew might not obey 
thofe commands, fbon after he fent orders to tamaras khan, to ar- 
reft his nephew, and fend him to his camp. Neither of thefe orders 
were obeyed; on the contrary, a mutual communication of them pro- 
duced a firmer union, and more vigorous meafures for their fecurity. 

When nadir found that neither of thefe generate were obedient, and 
that the junction of their forces rendered them at lead as formidable as 
the royal army, he tried a further expedient to feparate them, which was 
to fend a mefiagc to his nephew, conceived in very gentle terms, defiring 
him to come to his camp. Am- kouli khan excufed himfelf, alledgiog 
that the rebellion was not fuppreffed, and consequently his ahfence would 
be attended with dangerous confequences. In the mean while tama- 
ras khan had the fame invitation, and pleaded want of health. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

Nadir marches to mesched ^ and from thence to. the plains of sulta* 
meydan. He intends to majjacre part of his own army % but is bimfelf 
ajfajfinated. Difperfion of the Persian army. Motives of nadir's 
fuppofed intention of a maffacre. Refc&ion on bis death. 

m * 

IN this critical fituation of affairs, nadir took the refolution of march* 
ing to mesched, where he arrived towards the end of may. Thofe 
who had efcaped the barbarity of his officers, became the objedts of his 
avarice, which was aggravated to a wanton, fiercenefs in every ipecies 
of cruelty. He then marched into the plains of sultan meydan, a 
day's journey to the north- weft of mesched. Here it is faid he called 
before him fome of the chiefs of the ousbegs, turkumans, and other 
tartars, who compofed a great part of his army, and having fworn 
them to fecreiy and obedience, he difclofed his deiign of putting to thfe 
( fword all the Persians in his camp ; and that he would play off a 1kf- 
rocket at twelve in the night, as a fignal to begin the maflacre : that 

when 
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when this work was done, he would load them with money and great j 747. 
honours ; propofing, after he had eredted a huge pyramid d£ Persian 
heads, to retire and end his days at k^lat. \ 

A Georgian flave in nadir's tent accidentally over-heard fome part 
of the conference, in which this bloody plot was refolved on* He imme- 
diately found means to difcover the fecret to the kurtchi bashi, who 
when night approached fen t, for feveral of the principal .Persian officers of 
the army, and communicated this extraordinary piece of intelligence. 
They immediately dilpatched *fcouts to obferve the motions of the tar- 
tars, many of whom were reported to be whetting their fabres, as^fP 
fome expedition was intended. Minds deeply tin&ured with jealouly 
foon take alarm ; the lead intimation of a defign fo horrid as this, might 
confirm their belief of it. Under this fatal extremity, what refolution 
could be taken but that nadir himfelf - fhould die ? 



Saleh beg, an officer of great intrepidity, and colonel of the body- 
guard of afshars, offered his fervice for this purpofe, and demanded 

1 

only four chofen men as followers. The ufual time of nadir's going 
to reft being pail, and a few hours before the fignal for the intended 
mafiacre, saleh beg and his followers, under a pretence of urgent bu- 
finefs, with fome kind of violence paffed the guard ; and rufhiftg into 
the outward partition of the harram met an eunuch, whom they dis- 
patched. From thence they proceeded into the harram, where they 
met an old woman, whom* they alfo killed. They were yet at a lofs in 
which of the tents • nadir flcpt, till by the light of a lamp they dis- 
covered fome jewels : here they rufhed in and found him. Either he 
had not yet flept, or was awakened by the cries of the woman, and rofe 
from his bed. When the affoffins approached hiiiy nadir drew his 
fabre, and demanded what bufinefs they bad : saleh beg made no an- 
fwer, but immediately cut him with his fabre on the N left fide of his 
collar-bone. This did not prevent the shah's collecting force fiifficient 
to kill two of the foldiers who came up to him to finifh their leader's bn- 

finefs. He was then retiring out of his tent, when the cords of it tripped 

turn, 

• There are many tents within one common mclofure. 
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*?47* hitti % and sAtEH beg gave him a mortal wound. Nadir cry\3, " Mercy, 
<c and I will forgive you all ;" to which this officer repty'd* u You have 
€< not (hewn any mercy, and therefore merit none." 

Saleh beg having performed this important bufinefs, cut off nadir's 

head. The tartars, to whom the tyrant had always fhewna diftin- 

gu iflied preference, no fooner heard that he was killed, than they ex- 

prefTed the higheft refentment, and took to their arms ; upon wtych a 

general pillage and confufion enfued : in feveral quarters of the army 

they attacked the Persians, at once to revenge the death of their general, 

and afford the better opportunity of plunder * ; fo that before daylight 

above five thoufand men on both fides were flain. The body of the 

flaughterM nadir was then produced > the tartars infifted on feeing 

his head alfo, and being fatisfied that he was really dead, the whole 

army difperfed. Some of them joined the forces of ali kouli khan, 

who at that time was at no great diftance. Others fought their refpec- 

tive homes, if fiich homes could then be found after fo great a change 

of affairs, and after a continued campaign for eighteen years. 

r 

It is more than poffiblc that a mafiacre of the Persian's ki nadir's 
army was really intended, however incredible the thing may appear, 
Maffacres have been known even in the chriftian world, for the purpofes 
of zeal, ambition, or falfe glory. The affair of dehlie is a proof that 
fuch a thought was not ftrange to the mind of nadir. It is natural for 
mankind to propofe fome end to themfelves, as the reward of their la- 
bours j which can be no other than the enjoyment of reft. This hap- 
pens even to men who are formed only for adtion* and upon the trial 
■enjoy no fatisfaflion in reft* fo much does the mind long for fome 
change in which life may become more grateful. Nadir's avarice was 
no longer fupportable > he had filled up the meafure of his iniquities; he 
had ruined Persia -, he had loft the affections of his. fubjedfe, to a de- 
gree that converted all their fentiments of obedience into a thirft of 
Tevenge, which they only wanted an opportunity to gratify ; he knew 

this^ 

1 I- have never been able to get any information concerning thofe large jewels which ornament- 
ed' the five fets of horfe-furniture belonging to nadir. It is probable they were pillaged, or bury 
jed and left on this occaiion. 



Ghap-XXXHT. NADIR SHAH. &$■ 

* 

this, and bad no fcnfibtlity of their faffcrings. By the ft ffcttgfh of h i* &#« , ha** 
under ftan ding, he might eafily fbrefce his fete approaching, if he did not 
take feme defpeuate means to prevent it*. Hi* nephew arwi TAttAJtA* 
KHAi* y ar him£bH : ,mu&&Fts atdefs he could fecure xfaferaf&tiaKMvA?'. 
This was. hardly poifibk, whilft her was forrounded bj mu&ber$ tvfefr 
fought his dcfku£born y and would carry their wifl*» hate execwion, sj*»t 
the. leait diminution of bis. authority.. 

Many reafons may be affigncd, why fuch a man* under, fuch circum- 
fiances, fhould have recourfe to this expedient > ftnee the complicated 
motives of revenge and cruelty, with defpair of his own prefesvation oa 
©ther terms-, might fuggei! it to him. On the other hand there are many 
circumftances which do not favour the opinion; but it was generally report* 
ed and believed by the Persians. The manifefto's pubhfhed after nadir's. 
death, only mention his cruelty and avarice in general. Ali kouli 
khan does acknowledge that he was in a confpiracy againft his uncle, v 
and that he had fent a perfon on purpofe to perpetrate the fail ;, conse- 
quently it might have been effected, without any fuch motive as the ap- 
prehenfion of an intended maflacre. It is however probable, that nadir 
was not without fufpicion of the defign of his nephew; and, if he in- . 
tended the maflacre,. we may fuppofe it was in confequence of that 
fufpicion* 

Common fenfe and experience might teach us, that nadir's conduit 
would produce a violent death at one time or other : no occafion - could 
be more inviting than this : for befides all the terrors of his paft cruelty,. 
his army had nothing before their eyes, but the dreadful fcene of civil. 
wars, which had already laid wafte fo great a part of their country. The 
joint forces of aw kouh khan and tamaras khan had not yet com- 
mitted any hoftilities; yet were thefe leaders in a ftate of rebellion ; and 
it was obvious, that they would never fubmit to nadir, but by compul- 
five means. And for whom was nadir's army to fight ? For a man* 
whom they detefled as a monfter of cruelty and opprefiion*. 

Thus fell this fcourge of the eaftern world, at the age of fixty-one, 
after a reign of eleven years and three months, leaving a fatal proof how 

£ much) 
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1747. much it is in one man's power, in an age of great corruption, to plunge a 
whole nation into an abyfs of mifery ; teaching alfo a lefibn, that the fove- 
reign who converts the mercy and juftice which ought to grace a throne 
into oppreffion and cruelty, muft cxpedfc that Providence will' fet bounds 
to his iniquity. By his example we like wife learn, that the moft am- 
bitious prince can never arrive at the power of doing much milchief, till 
a people are devoted to a vain and luxurious life, eager only in the pur~ 
fuit of trivial and unworthy gratifications, corrupt to an extreme, and loft 
to all fenfe of virtue. Could Persia have thus groaned under a world 
of miferies, but by the iniquity of Persians? That iniquity became the 
inftrument of their tyrant's power ; and never will there want a tyrant in 
any country, when the people are arrived to fuch an extreme of venality 
and corruption. 
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PART VI. 



THE 



Character of NADIR SHAH. 



CHAP. XXXV. 

Reflexions on the death and general cbarafter of nadir shah. An ac- 
count of his per/on, voice, ftrengtb, arms, valour, memory, diet, drefs, 
love of women, cruelty, avaricf, SJiruJl, artfulnefs, clemency, liberality^ 
generaljhip, politics, &c. 

AS the lbul has certainly a confcipufhefs after death, we mail: now 
leave poor nadir to revife his own anions, and to confider if 
an obfcure and early death had not been preferable to all the 
plcafures and triumphs of his life ; but he i$ in the hands of that Judge* 
whofe laws it is our honour and happinefs to obey, and whofe councils 
it is impiety to fcrutinize. 

The actions of this ufurper made fuch a fplendid figure even in the 
eyes of the European world, that for many years it was doubtful on 
what principles he adted ; and confequently what praifes were his due. 
Time has now tabght us to ftrip them of all difguife^ and as he who ye- 
fterday was lord of the lives of millions, is now levelled with the meaneft, 
and k may bfe feared the vileft of men, we may fpeak of him without 
referve. We may expatiate freely on the wonderful abilities by which he 
captivated thofe who were the inftruments of his impiety. 

Fortune and fucoefs are apt to dazzle the tender fight of mortal man ; 

and to reprefent things as glorious, which in their nature are deteftable. 

Vol. IV / . L 1 What 
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What millions has the phantom false glory facrificed at her altars ! 

The a&ions of great conquerors, how unworthy foever, are often viewed 

in diflant ages and remote regions, not with wonder and amazement only, 
v but even with envy. But the profpeft of eternity muft convince us, 

that to die for the fervice of our fellow-creatures is really glorious ; 

whilft thofe who trample upon a proftrate world, and violate the laws 

of humanity, are but as dreadful ftorms, or peftilential blafts, to exe- 
' cute the wrath of an offended God, Men who trace the paths of glory 

by the light of lire and fword, can have no right to be remembered, 

except it be with horror or indignation. 

To enter deep into the characters of men, even of our own country 
and religion, is no vulgar tafk ; but if we travel into remoter regions, 
where the manners and genius of a nation differ very much, to unravel 
all the foldings of a heart, diftinguifhed from among a whole people, by 
a mixture of qualities unintelligible upon common principles, the under- 
ftanding is puzzled. In characters like that of nadir kouli, we may 
trace out the cruelty of a nero ; the fubtlety of a hannibal ; the valour 
of a scipio; the artfulnefs of a cromwell; with the fortune, as well 
as the cataftrophe, of a C/ESar : nor will thefe make up the compo- 
fition, till we add the avarice of a vespasian ; and blend them all with 
an unpolifhed brutal temper, fuch as mean educations are apt to exhibit, 
when pofTefTed of great power. 

The minuteft circumftances relating to thofe, who have been the ob- 
jects of our aftonifhment, afford fatisfadtion to the mind. I will there- 
fore mention fuch particulars, relating to nadir kouli, as have reached 
my knowledge, and which did not occur, or could not be fo properly 
inferted, in the body of this hiftorical account. Thofe, to whom his 
perfon was familiarly known, agree that his countenance was expreffive 
rather of an ingenuous mind, than a cruel difpofition. He was an af- 
shar, as already mentioned \ and his face was rounder, and his nofe 
lefs inclined to the roman, than the Persians generally are. His hair 
was black ; his eyes large and expreffive $ his forehead high ; and his 

2 complexion 
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complexion fwarthy. His body was robuft 3 and his ftature about fix 
feet : his (boulders were round \ His whole countenance and perfon 
were awful, particularly when he fpoke. 

His voice was fo ftrong and fonorous, as to be audible to an incredible 
diftance; and the effedt it had upon his own foldiers, as well as an 
enemy, when he gave his commands in the field of battle, proved one 
great ftep to his advancement to the regal power. 

His corporal ftrength was not lefs inftrumental to his fortune. The 
extreme indulgence which had been (hewn him by nature in the vigour 
of his conftitution, received an accumulated force by the habit of his life. 
The battle-ax is one of the moft antient weapons among the orientals, 
but it had been for fome years much neglcdtcd in Persia $ nadir re- 
flored the ufe of it in a more particular manner : it was his favourite 
weapon, infomuch that before he aflumed the diadem, he was generally 
ftiled the ax-khan. Afterwards he was often feen with a battle-ax in 
his hand, playing with it in his tent of audience. His blows with this 
weapon carried with them inevitable death, of which he gave many 
proofs. 

His memory was as remarkable, as his perfect knowledge of the genius 
and temper of the Persians. He could at all times eafily recoiled the 
names, perfons, and chara£ters, of all thofe with whom he had any con- 
nexion w . He had ftudied the (late of the finances, and knew the particu- 
lar revenues of every province : but he was fo great a mafter of the art of 
ways and means, that he over-fliot his mark, and by his oppreflions quite 
deftroyed his own end. As he had no turn to contemplation, his (pirits 
were free and untired by any refledtions but what immediately arofe from 

L 1 2 his 

■ The oriental people generally are round-lhouldered, arifing from their manner of fitting, and 
this occafions there being very little of majefty in their gait. w What is related of him con- 

cerning his dictating to feveral fecretaries at the fame time, I apprehend arofe from the notion that 
j u l 1 u s c je s a r did this. I will not difpute the abilities of either the r o m a n or the Persian hero ; 
bat as the letters of the -latter are contained in few words, the .matter being given in general terms, 
the fecretary performs the office, and then reads the letter. And here it may be obferved, that there 
have been fome inftances of their reading differently from what they wrote, which has been the 
occafion of great villanies and perplexities. 
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his employments in the field. He was far advanced ift life before he bad. 
tetf-nt to read 5 nor did any part of his knowledge depend the Jeaft on 
books.- His prefence of mind was very remarkable * ; and his refolutton& 
were almoft as quick as his thoughts ; hence he did many things extra-* 
vagant and abfurd. 

At one part of his life he drank freely of whte and brandy, but after- 
wards abflained from the latter entirely, and ufed the former in fuch a 
proportion only, as gave the greater energy to his thoughts, and fup- 
ported the activity and ftrength of his body. The ufe of wine is con* 
trary to the mahommedan law,- but his exaniple recommended it to hi& 
Ibldiers. He ufed to feed liberally upon a fimple diet ; yet he would 
march a whole day upon the ftrength of a few parched peafe, which it 
is common for the Persians to tarry in their pockets. 

His drefs was not remarkable $ his mind feemed to be fuperior to ex- 
ternal pomp or luxurious foftnefs. His pride was in precious ft ones ?, 
whh which his diadem was adorned, and he wore feveral in his turbant 
alio. He was often feen with a large faphire in his hand, with which he 
ufed to amufe himfelf in his tent. It was faid, that he always wore a 
coat of mail of chain-work under his cloaths : this is not improbable, 
confidering the knowledge he had of the refentment of the people to- 
wards him. He affe&ed to go thinly clad, and recommended this ex- 
ample to his foldiers. 

It is reafonable to believe, that mens paffions are ftrong in proportion 
to what is generally underftood by ftrength of mind, and in fome mea- 
fure connected with the appetite. Where religion and the cuftom of 
a country fubfcribe to any favourite inclination, it would be fin-prizing, , 
if a man poffefled of a boundkfs power, did not give as boundlefs a 
fcope to fuch inclination. Nadir was remarkable for his love of wo- 
men. It was faid, that fome years before his death, a virgin was 
brought to his bed every night : thefe are ftories however which are ri- 
dtculous. He contented himfelf latterly with thirty-three women * ; 

fome 

. "» Sec page 71. 7 I have already had occafion to mention the horfe-fornitures, 

Vol. I. page 255. « Thefe had about the fame number of female. femob and at- 

tendants, which constituted the number mentioned in Vol. I. page 249. 
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fomc of whom long retained a place in bis favour. In hk wars in xtut* 
ket, he often carried his feraglio with him. 

His deteftation of fodomy was extreme : but though he had frequent 
occafions of making Examples of the pra&ifers of that fin, yet I never 
heard that he interfered but once ; and then he caufed the malefactor's 
eyes to be put out, his ears, his nofe, and his lips to be cut off: un- 
der thefe miferable circumstances, this man put himfelf to death. In 
what manner the Persians formerly regarded this fin, appears from*. 
the conduct of shah seffie towards a youth, who, in refitting this 
atrocious crime, ftabbed his own mafter, a khan of great diftindtion,, 
for which the shah condemned him to be torn to pieces by dogs. The 
fame fortitude which induced this youth to deliver himfelf by fuch de- 
sperate means, fupported him to the laft ; and he died with the utmoft 
bravery. 

As to crueky,' it at length became a kind of diverfion to nadir ; this 
was chiefly excited by avarice, and jealoufy of his own fecurity, as well, 
as a habit of infenfibility. I never indeed heard that he put any man to < 
death, in cold blood, with his own hands, after his advancement to the 
diadem : this is more than can be faid of fome of .their former princes, > 
who lawfully poffefled the regal dignity ; for the Persian kings through' 
many ages have been remarkable for great inhumanity. How very different 
are the chriftian and mahommedan princes ? The former, who under - 
ftand their dignity, never appear in cafes of executions* ; the latter de- 
light to be prefent, being otherwife diffident that their orders will not be 
performed. Nadir faw the executions of all thofe who were put to . 
death in his camp b , nor ever appeared in the leaft difturbed. * 

When mens crimes become various and complicated, and the judge blends •; 
his private paflions or refentments with the exercife of his office, in what 
an extremity of mifery muft a nation be involved, where juftice is thus ad- 

3 . miniftered ? 

■ The late king of Portugal was indeed carried away with falfe notions of religion, fo as to 
bo prefent, incog, at the burning of the jews. b The Persian judges, either civil* 

or military, who fit on caufes, are obliged to be prefent at the execution of their own fentences ; -, 
'when it does not extend to death, they mitigate or increafe as they think proper* 
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miniftered ? Some instances of nadir's cruelty were the effe&s of policy. 
Upon occafion of his memorable exploit of driving the Afghans out of 
Persia % when he entered Isfahan in triumph, one of his foldiers violated 
the wife of a Persian of diftin&ion. The man complained to nadir, 
that he could not live after fo great an indignity •, " No," fays nadir, 
" I think you cannot/' and immediately ordered him to be ftrangled. 
He then explained to his officers the reafon of his conduft in thefe 
terms, " I make no doubt but you will confider me as very cruel, for 
" taking this man at his word ; but what can I do in fuch times as thefe? 
A victorious army cannot always be refrained. Had I redreffed this 
man's wrongs, I fliould have a hundred fuch complaints made to me, 
and my time would be taken up in chaftifing my foldiers, inftead of 
employing them to conquer the enemies of our country/' However, 
he altered his rule of conduct in this particular, of which I have related 
fome inftances. 

He often fuffered feveral to pafs with impunity, though he knew they 
gave him no lefs harfh an appellation than villain $ but towards thofc 
who exercifed their wit in keener fatyr, he was inexorable. It is a com- 
pliment amongft the Persians, to fay upon the entrance of a gueft, 
" Your place was very void d ." In the maufoleum which nadir caufed 
to be built at mesched, for his reception after death, fomebody wrote 
on the walls in very pathetic terms j cc Oh! nadir, how full of thy 
y renown is every corner of the earth ! Thy name indeed is very great ; 
cc but thy place here is very void." Severe inquifition was made for the 
author of this writing ; it was concluded to be done by fome man of 
letters; and many mullahs were brought to a trial: to compel them 
to a difcovery, fome were whipt to fuch an extremity, that they expired 
under the lafh. 

In allufion to nadir's exaltation, a certain perfon obferved of a foun- 
tain in Isfahan, that the higher the water was thrown up, the greater 
was the-velocity of its fall. Nadir never wanted the bafe inftruments 
of tyranny to acquaint him of the minuteft adtions ; and this man grati- 
fied his wit at no lefs an expence than his life. 

None 

e In 1729. * This anfwers to, Your company was much wanted. 
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None of their former kings ever inflidted punifhments in a greater 
variety, or with circumftances more whimfical and extravagant, than 
nadir. Two perfons of diftin&ion wrote to him feveral times, com- 
plaining of each other : at length they were both fent for to the camp. 
It is probable he knew the characters of thefe men ; but without enter- 
ing into the merits of either of their complaints, he pronounced them 
both rafcals ; u And fince," fays he, " you are fo fond of troubling me 
cf with your epiftles, I will fpoil your fportj" accordingly he ordered 

the eyes of both of them to be put out. His wantonnefs in cruelty was 
not lefs apparent, in the inflance I have mentioned of the dancer e . 
Another time he ordered a man's teeth to be pulled out, for no other 
reafon than their being buck-teeth. The ftory of his caufing shave rdi 
beg to be beaten, in order that he might remember the charge which 
was given him f , had humour and judgment mixed with barbarity. 

He treated common men and delinquents of the higheft rank without 
much diftin&ion of perfons. It was no unufual fight in the chancery, 
to fee thofe who had been the day before baftinadoed aim oft to death, 
whofe eyes had been put out, or their nofe cut off, yet brought before 
him to be further queftioned. Upon thefe occalions they have often 
funk down thro' pain or want of reft : and thefe miferable objects have 
been alfo obliged to travel with the camp. When nadir fent for any 

. perfon, if he did not inftantly come, the meffengers drove him with 
blows ; and thofe who . have made any fhort delay, to finifh their 

•prayers 8 , or to perform any other weighty bufinefs, have been often 
baflinadoed. 

The avarice of this tyrant was no lefs remarkable than' his cruelty. 
It was his cuftom, according to the practice of former kings, to fend for 
the governors of the provinces, however remote from his camp, to ap- 
pear before him every new-year's-day. His intention in this very fre- 
quently was to mulft them, or put them to death. His ordinary me- 
thod was to interrogate them concerning the ftate and condition of the 

province, 

• Vol. I. page 256. f Vol. I. page try, < ThejifAHOMiifi»AN3 are 

much firider in this refpel than the chriftiam. 
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province, and of their own behaviour in particular. From thence he 
proceeded to trifling and fuperfluous queftions, concluding that he fup- 
pofcd they had defrauded him of large fums. <€ How much/ 9 fays he, 
(€ of my money have you -eat£n\; and in whole hands is it lodged? " 
Thefe queftions were ordinarily followed by the baftinado, to induce 
them to condemn themfelves, or to accufe other people of being depo- 
sitaries of confiderable fums.' It frequently happened that thefe perfons, 
•either to avoid the pain of corporal puni foments, or with the hopes of 
being reftored to their governments," laajr^ given in a fictitious lift of per- 
fons as their debtors, with the iums due from each, and alfo of effeds 
depofited in their hands* They even took this occaiion to gratify their 
private refentments, by mentioning thofe as their debtors, who had given 
them any offence. The confequence of thefe declarations was the ifluing 
a decree, ordering the collection of fuch duns and efte&s by the fevereft 
executions of military law, without apy liberty of appeal previous to the 
payment. If thefe pretended debtors, after a fcvere beating were found 
incapable of payment, orders were often given to colled fuch ferns from 
the province. The governors were frequently guilty of enormous extor- 
tions and cruelties, without giving a true account of what they had thus 
unjuftly colkdted ; yet the complaints of the people feldom obtained them 
any relief; for the elders or principal perfons of the provinces, who 
were generally called on to appear as witneflcs againft their governor, 
were often compelled to make good their allegations, by paying the de- 
ficiency of the shah's demands, after the fcqueftration of the governors 
effedls. He carried the matter fo far that upon a certain occafion, when 
lie found himfelf diftrefled how to anfwer one who had vindicated his 
condudt, he faid to him, " You rafcal, did not yon drink cold water* ?" 

It does not appear, from any circumftance of the firft ft*ge of this 
man's life, that his temper was avaricious. It is natural to believe, that 
he thought nothing could fecure his ufurpation better than the poverty 
of the people, as the moft efFe&ual means of presenting their rebellions, 
or of rendering them abortive. This is the beft argument that can be 

brought 

h The ordinary tfenm m * e m 3 1 a for embezzlement* l This is an infiance af .fuch ibtgrant 

J-yranny, as hardjy com:s within the limits of belief, $&t£ have heenaffttaed that it is rcaUy true. 
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brought in extenuation of that crime, which at length became the great 
moving principle to drown Persia in blood. Poverty without doubt 
was a great discouragement, and often proved a bar to the fuccefe of 
their attempts againft him. But what can we fay of his unjuft and cruel 
treatment of private perfons, merely for the fake of what they poffefled ; 
where there was not the leaf): reafon to fufpeft their loyalty ? 

In 1740, feveral diftrids in ghilan were ordered to equip foldiers 
for the fervice of the crown, and to be anfwerable in the penalty of one 
thoufand crowns k for each deferter. This proved a fource of oppref- 
fion ; for thefe recruits were generally ill paid, and ill treated in the army, 
that they might be tempted to defert ; and the payment of the penalty 
was always rigoroufly exaded of the fecurities. 

When he found himfelf bound in honour to difapprove of the be- 
haviour of his governors, of whofe unjuft conduct ail poffible evidence 
had been given, his decrees for reftitution to the complainants were 
generally exprefled in fuch ambiguous terms, as rendered the application 
for juftice vexatious, and the iflue of them oftentimes unfuccefsful. Sen- 
sible of his predominant vice, his greateft officers greedily amafled riches, 
as the fureft means of their prefer vation.; though it frequently happened, 
thofe very riches were the caufe of their deftru&ion. Having been often 
challenged to anfwer for their corruption, feveral of the moft confidera- 
ble amongft them, at length refolved to keep a regular account of all 
prefents they received, that in cafe of need they might produce it : but 
flill it was a misfortune to poffefs any money; for nadir feldom thought 
he had got their all. N Sjjew and equipage is a favourite paffion among 
the Persians, yet I obferved the governors who came to anfwer for 
their conduQ:, and other great officers, chofe to walk on foot in the 
camp, rather than appear in any circumftances of affluence. As to the 
officers of inferior rank, they imagined their fecurity confided in re- 
filling prefents. 

Avarice, 

k 250/. 
Vol. IV. M m 
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Avarice, the peculiar weaknefs of old age, increafed on nadir with 
his years: yet his rapacioufnefs might not be entirely an effedt of this 
paffion. If we confider the vaft expence of his army ; the impoffibility 
of raifing taxes upon his people, in the latter part of his reign ; and that 
his fafety depended on the military power with which he was furround- 
cd ; his Indian treafure, though reputed very large*, was not fufficient 
to check his apprehenfions of want. At length he gave a {landing 
order to his minifters, not to prefent any petitions to him that were re- 
pugnant to the intereft of the crown m j by which was plainly meant,, 
that he would do no other a£t of juftice in money affairs, than the bare 
payment of his army. 

The feizure he made on his own foldiers, on the banks of the indus, 
is as diftinguiflied a proof of his avarice, as of his refolution. From that 
time he laid claim to all diamonds and jewels of value, that were expo- 
fed to fale in his dominions -, alledging, that he had been defrauded of 
them, on the occafion of his Indian conqueft; or that they were ftolen 
out of his jewei-houfe. He has more than once punifhed offenders of 
this fort with baftonading, and even with death; and, in thefe cafes, 
befide the lofs of the precious {tones, he infli&ed a multt of equal 
value. 

Jealoufy and diftruft, in all their horrid forms, will ever wait in the 
chambers of tyrants, and torment them "before their time/' Nadir's 
great officers were fo fenfible of this, that they were afraid to converfe even 
with ftrangers, except when they were upon duty in their tribunals. 
Neither did they dare to vifit each other in their tents, except in the day- 

time > 

* This is a common notion in arbitrary countries, where the prince and his fubjecls arc often con- 
fidered in fo different a Ight, that many afts of juftice are omitted, out of a religious regard to the 
intereft of the crown, as they are pleafed to call it. Perhaps it is from the fame notion, that 
even in fo polite and free a country as great Britain, the debts of adeceafed prince are paid 
very late, and fometimes not at all. This conduct feems to be void of economy, if not of juftice. 
If it is underftood as a condition, that when a prince dies, the tradefman muft lofe his money, the*e- 
ought at leaft to be fome method in payments whilft he lives j and, in the mean while, the priac* 
muft pay dear for all that he confumes that is bought on truft. 

4 
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tin)e $ and that only in the prefence of their fervants, or other witnefles, 
left; a fufpicion (hould be conceived of their caballing againft him \ He 
made no fcruple of telling the people that he was apprized of their dif- 
affedtion, but that he neither regarded it nor them. An arrow was fliot 
once into his quarters with a libel, accufmg him of tyranny and irreli- 
gion ; demanding of him if he was a devil or god j a tyrant, a king, or 
a prophet ? That if he was a god, they would fupplicate his mercy to 
avert their punishment $ if a king, they intreated him to fhew clemency ; 
if a prophet, to produce his miffion ? To this paper nadir made a very 
difpaflionate anfwer : " I am neither god nor devil, tyrant nor prophet ; 

cf but I am one fent from God, to punifh an iniquitous generation of 
" men." This anfwer was written, and copies of it annexed to the 
libel, and placed in the moft confpicuous part of the camp : a promife 
of pardon was alfo made to the author, if he would difcover himfelf ; 
and a confiderable reward to any perfon who fhould difcover him. 

Much may be alledged for the fufpicious turn which he .took; for the 
Persians are as gentle, foft, and perfuafive in their manners, as they 
are full of cunning and deceit. They are polite > and affedt condefcen- 
fion to ftrangers or guefts ; but where they have any power or authority, 
their deportment is felfifh, haughty, and infolent : to this we may add 
a ftrong propenfity ° to rebellion. From his earlieft life nadir had an 
experimental knowledge of them, in all their feveral ranks and condi- 
tions ; and feemed now to have adopted as an invariable maxim, that 
they could be ruled only with a rod of iron. Thus feveral caufes con- 
curred to cherifh a cruel, jealous difpofition. As he mounted the throne 
by means of the corruption and immorality of the people, policy ftill re- 
quired him to fow the feeds of a jealous enmity among the principal per* 
fons under his command. 

How dreadful the fituation of a tyrannical king, when the very 
union of his fubjefts is the greateft objedt of his terror ; and their mu- 
tual hatred and difguft effential to his fupport ! Religion was ftill the 

M m 2 cloak 

* See Vol. I. page 189. ° Though this may not be the proper chara&eriftic of the 

people, yet it feems to be an effeft of their prefent immorality, as well as refenpnent of tyranny. 
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cloak to fortient animofities. The Persians profefled a veneration for 
ali, and their expounders of the khoran ; whilft the tartars, and 
other nations, of which his army was chiefly compofed, were of the fed 
of the sunnis. Nadir ranked himfelf ftridtly with neither p , but was 
equally attentive to gratify both, whenever the occafion required. His 
greateft fupport arofe from the multitude of his fpies and cmiflaries, de- 
tached into every part of the empire. His public officers and private 
agents, growing fufpicious of each other, were equally impatient of giving 
the firft information, of any fecret defign, or even difaffe&ion, in pre- 
judice to their mafter. Thus the nearcft rektions and moft intimate 
friends, often entertained a jealoufy of each other. Thofe who had any 
honefty in their nature, might be fometimes tempted for their oaths fake, 
and to prevent the effufion of blood, to give intelligence j the envious 
and revengeful to gratify their private paflions ; his mercenaries for their 
intereft : and almoft in general were they defirous of fharing the fpcils 
of ruined provinces 5 thus tearing out the entrails of their common pa- 
rent, and rendering themfelves inftrumental to their own deftru&ion. 
Every focial virtue was negledted -, common faith and common honefty 
were little more among them, than bare names. Under thefe circum- 
ftances, how could they be delivered from the power of one tyrant, with- 
out failing into the hands of another ? 

Whilft nadir's glory was ripening, k was his policy to make great 
profeffions of efteem to thofe whofe fervices he ftood in need of; but 
afterwards he a&ed on the wretched maxim, that a king has no friend, 
or relation. Gratitude confequently could not appear as a princely virtue,, 
nor have any feat in his breaft; on the contrary, he feemed diffident,, 
that thofe who were capable of a zealous concern for his intereft from a 
principle of affedtion, might on the fame principle be partial to others 
alfo, if his condudt fliould render him ungrateful to them. This feemed 
to be the general rule he obferved, with fome few, exceptions; fince wa 
find that the vigilance and moderation of mu staph a khan and cos- 
si m khan, the only two perfons whofe condudt I ever heard com- 
mended, fupported them ; and we muft amidft all his crimes do nadir 

the 

p Wc have already explained his polcicial inclination to the feA of the suknis. 
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the juftice to remember, that he cheriflied thefe men to the lafl. This 
feems to prove how irrefiflible the charms of virtue are; and that the 
fubje&s of Persia were in general almoft as little deferving mercy, as 
their king was difpofed to (hew it. But the amiable qualities of the 
mhid being fo rare, they could be no great obje&s of his dread : the 
perfe&ions moft level to his obfervation, and which ftruck moft forci- 
bly on his mind, were corporal ftrength and valour. Though he often 
ftood in need of thefe, the perfon who acquired any diftinguifhed re- 
putation for them, became the objedl of his envy, if not of his fear. 
Of this they told me a remarkable ftory ; 

A certain mim bashi q had often diftinguifhed himfelf in the field 
of battle t his fkill in the ufc of the fabre was not lefs extraordinary than 
his corporal ftrength, and he was at length made a khan. The Per- 
sians, in their hyperbolical manner of fpeaking, fay, that this man could 
cut a mule with a pack-faddle on her back through at one ftrok'e. It 
is hardly credible how much the Persians efteem bodily ftrength and 
military abilities: nadir caft a jealous eye on this perfon; and as if 
he meant to try his virtue, he gave him the charge of a beautiful girl, 
to be carried to his brother ibrahim khan. On the way he debauched 
her ; and ibrahim difcovering the indignity, fent her back to the king hi& 
brother. It is eafy to imagine, that nadir would refent the affront alfo*. 
in fhort, he vowed to flied die blood of the offender. Riza kouli . 
myrza, then in high favour with his father, had a very particular re- 
gard for this officer ; he attended the prifoner before the shah's r pavilion,, 
pleaded his caufe, and obtained his pardon. Nadir, for the fake of his 
vow, ordered a bit of the offender's ear to be cut off. This however 
was but a temporary reprieve : foon after he was fent to burn a Turk- 
ish village * y but before it was poffible for him to arrive there, he was 
recalled, and queftioned why he had not performed his orders ; and after 
feveral imperious infults, nadir commanded that he fhould be ftrangled.. 
Before the bow-ftring was thrown about his neck, he made a fign, as if 
he had fomething of importance to communicate $ and, as is ufual ia 

fuch. 



* Commander of a thoufand horfe. 
ws a Lttle before he .was declared king. 



r The circumftances fcem to indicate, that this event 
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fuch cafes, a fufpenfion was permitted. The khan availed himfelf of 
this interval, to plunge out of the hands of the executioners j and feizing 
the fabrc of one near him, ruflied forward towards the shah, who rofe 
from his feat, and retired before his enemy. The attendants near the 
royal pavilion interpofed, and killed the delinquent, but not before he 
had (lain three of them. * This circumftance was one great caufe, why 
the people in general, as well as the prifoners, who were brought before 
the shah, were kept at a greater diftance than common. 

The natural pride of the human heart is flattered, when our fuperiors 
bring themfelves down to our level. The general, who is not over-tender 
of his perfon, becomes the minion of the common foldiers ; but if to cou- 
rage he adds liberality, he fubdues their hearts. Nadir was a mafter of 
every art of this fort, and in his firft appearances in life, gained the uni- 
verfai affe&ion of the army. He was no fooner vefted with a command, 
than he became afliduous to ingratiate himfelf with the foldiers, not only 
by procuring them their pay in due time, but alfo good cloathing at an 
eafy price, with the addition of occafional gifts. He was not ignorant 
of the ufe of clemency, in circumftances of great importance. A party 
of ousbegs, who had done him fignal fervice in battle, afterwards de- 
ferted from him : he fent a body of troops, and brought ,them to his 
camp as prifoners : they expe&ed death ; but he bid them continue to 
ferve him faithfully, as they had already done, and made every private 
man the prefent of fifty crowns, and gave five hundred to each officer. 
The revolt of foldiers, on whom he moft depended for the fecurity of his 
perfon, a6 well as the advancement of his glory, might have been attended 
with very dangerous confequences. But he no fooner carried his point, 
than he adopted new principles. Common prudence indeed obliged him 
to be watchful of the oeconomy of his army $ yet the meannefs of his 
education could not be corre&ed by his advancement to the diadem; and 
whilft jealoufy and diflruft became his conftant companions, cruelty and 
avarice gained the afcendant over him, in every a&ion of the latter part 
of his life j this appeared in many circumftantes, not osly towards his 
army, but to the people in general, 

i " No 
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No part of nadir's chara&er was more diftinguifhed, than that of a 
general $ he lived in the field in the feveral characters of a peafant, a 
captive, a fervant, a robber, a foldier, a general, and a king. Bred up 
in all the arts and fubtleties of the tartars, he acquired a great pro- 
ficiency in the practical knowledge of robbery. Hence it is eafy to ima- 
gine, that a perfon of his extraordinary natural talents and perfonal flrength, 
fhould become forward, bold, and enterprizing. Enured to a military 
life, he acquired a ftrong inclination for that variety which a continued 
change of place is apt to create. The intrepidity which he pofleffed in 
fo eminent a degree, is a dazling quality among men profeffing arms ; 
but fuccefs eftablifhed his character as an able and fortunate general. 
His perfon and voice were inftrumental to his promotion, but his va- 
lour was not lefs fo. They feem to have adted reciprocally on each 
other 3 and the confcioufnefs of his fuperiority over moft other men, 
rendered him dauntlefs to a degree of amazement ; yet were his mo- 
tions generally directed with great prudence : the fame prefence of mind 
which affifted him on all emergencies, taught him alfo how to confult his 
own fafety ; for it cannot be imputed entirely to fortune, that he was 
never wounded. In the height of his grandeur, he would upon any 
emergency, out-march his baggage, and fuffer any hardship incident to 
a common foldier. 

His quicknefs of obfervation where his forces were weakeft, and his 
prefence of mind in fuccouring them, ever gave him a wonderful fupe- 
riority over his enemies. His refolution feemed-to infpire his people with 
a determined purpofe to conquer or die ; nor did his officers ever behave 
ill with impunity. In adtion, he generally tired many horfes, being 
never long miffing where his prefence was needful. Upon thefe occa- 
fions he was wont to addrefs his men in fuch familiar terms, as feemed 
to demonftrate an opinion, that a foldier will not perform his duty well, 
when he has no regard for his general. He found it indifjienfably ne- 
cefiary to keep his army in motion, to prevent thofe confpiracies, for 
which a great part of his foldiers were always ripe ; by this means alfo, 
the people in the remote parts of the empire were kept in awe, and 

He 



*«. 



2 8o THE CHARACTER OF PartVL 

he was ready to oppofe the invafion of his neighbours, or to make 
conquefts. 

As he enjoyed great health, and was enared to exercife, his adHvity was 
hardly to be exceeded. His mind was ftrongly tindtured with the notion 
of predeftination, and he became fo much the more dauntlefs by it ; yet 
we do not find that he fell into the abfurd practice of deviating from the 
dictates of common fenfe, with which this erroneous principle fometimes 
affedts its votaries. He feldom placed a confidence that was unnecefiary, 
or expofed himfelf to a danger that was avoidable. In the condudt of his 
wars, he ever preferred ftratagems to force. His marches were always 
amazingly rapid, and his progrefs fo irregular, and contrary to the ordinary 
rules of war, that he confounded his enemies. Thus he often defeated 
their beft laid fchemes, and attacked them where they were leaft able to 
defend themfelves. Yet in matters of the greateft moment, his refolutions 
were generally fo quick and furpaffing ordinary apprehenfions, that it feem- 
ed doubtful whether they were the efFedts of a folid judgment, or a blind 
temerity. Under the difficulties in which he was often involved, irrelblu- 
tion feemed to be what he dreaded moftj nor did he dare- to afk advice, 
left he {hould weaken the fuperiority by which he governed. The neigh- 
bouring mahommedan ftates, after fome years knowledge of him, 
conceived fuch an opinion of his penetration, and fbch a dread from 
his fortune, as to afcribe to him a kind of preternatural power. The 
fame notions, among his own people, often led them to betray themfelves, 
and defcrt their own caufe. . 

As to religion, it was uncertain what his notions were : before a battle, 
it was his conftant cuftom to proflrate himfelf for the fpace of a minute, 
and make an ejaculatory prayer 5 this being the chief, if not the foleadt 
of religion, of which he gave any demonftration, as the Persians con- 
fidently relate of him. 

Never was a man more indefatigable with regard to perfonal application 
and attendance to every duty of a commander : and it was his practice in 
the height of fummer, and fometimes at other feafonS, to come to his tent 
of audience early in the morning, often making it a fecond vifit before noon, 

1 and 
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and fpending many hours of the evening in the fame manner. He was 
punctual in the payment ofhis army, and took a furprizing care that his 
camp fhould be fupplied with the ncceffaries of life ; but at the fame tin?? 
he received great advantages by being the fole vender of cloth, and fome 
other commodities to his foldiers, constantly employing a perfon under 
the denomination of the shah's merchant. 

Whether it arofe from the fuperiority of his genius that he negledled 
forms, or from the narrownefs of his education that he could not fill up 
the charader, he often forgot the dignity of a king. Upon the occafion 
of his giving a government to a certain perfon, he fpoke to this efledt : 
" Remember that you are not to have any communication with the 
c< mullah* $ but I know that you will go to him by night S and you 
" will talk of me $ he will confefs there is not fuch a king in the world 
" as I am, but at the fame time he will tell you I am a rafcal m , and 
" have no mercy : take heed how you iiften to his fuggeftions." Nor 
was he lefs ingenuous upon many occafions. Having afked if there were 
any prince pn the earth greater than himfelf and the grand fignior ; and 
being anfwered, that there were not any, he replied, " You are mif- 
" taken -, the basha of bagdat is greater than either of us $ for both 
" of us have been endeavouring to reduce him to our fubje&ion, but his 
" fortune and condudt have been fuperior to our attempts V* 

Many circumftances of the politics of this extraordinary man were un- 
fathomable, particularly in his puniflbing offenders $ petty crimes he often 
chaftifed with heavy punifhments, whilft offences of the blackeft dye 
fometimes paffed with iippunity, or a flight refentment. Even thofe 
who had been in open rebellion againft him, he has more than once 
reinftated in their office, or preferred, them to greater dignities, of which 
taghi khan is a remarkable inftance. Thus he feemcd inclined to 
truft thofe who had been his avowed enemies, rather than fuch as he 
had not yet proved. 

In 

9 A certain prieft whom nadir fufpe&ed of difafFeltion. * He alfo mentioned the room 

where they would fit, with other circumftances. u Kurumsack. " As mentioned 

page no. 
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In the latter part of his reign he had no counfelior $ and his minifters 
in moft repute were fo far from being admitted to any kind of fami- 
liarity, that they dared not enter his tent. When they had bufinefs with 
him, they* ftood in the open air within the femicircle of his attendants, 
being rarely allowed to fit down. It muft be obfertcd, that the rank 
to which he promoted them was a reward for their valour, and their 
knowledge of the arte of extortion, not for their wifdom or probity ; 
from whence it naturally followed, that men of the meaneft extra&ion 
often poifeflid the higheft offices* • 

The ftate of mankind is fo corrupt, that attions even of the brigheft 
hue frequently endanger the fecurity of the ador, by the malice, envy, 
avarice, or ambition of other men. This has been in no country more 
verified in thefe latter ages, than in Persia. To'thbfe uncommon 
talents which nadir poflefled, had "lie joined humanity and probity 
of mind, it would be reafbnable to think he might have been the in- 
ftrument to prevent the ruin of that unhappy country. But could a man 
of probity rule over a people, whofe corruption rendered them mature 
for deftru&ion ? Had the people been lefs vicious, the vices of the 
ufurper could not have been fo definitive. 

In extenuation of nadir's crimes, great as they will ever be acknow- 
ledged, there was a moral certainty of his becoming a facrifice much 
Totfner, had he been pofletfed of left power. It was with him, as with 
many great wicked men before firm ; being advanced in the perilous paths 
of ambition, he found it dangerous to ftdp, and iftpolfible to retreat with 
fafety. Self-prefefvation then called on hiift to march on, and explore 
the giddy heights from whence he fell, and involved his country in fuch 
prodigious rum. We are apt to afcribe even the good adtions of wicked 
men to finifter purpofes. There is no chara&er without fome fhades 
and mixtures x>( virtue. In the beginning of his reign, nadir dif- 
penned juftice with an equal hand, and affedtcd the name of a juft king. 
Great encouragement was given to appeal to him upon every occafion of 
the extortion or illegal proceedings of bfo governors $ nor was redraft to 
be obtained, but from his decrees : fuch was the abominable corruption 

of 
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of the people. Thus at a time when men of fentiments might have fbme 

Aft&riflg espt&tihm fif bqppy &mfoy»9S$ & *«>» *** vi&eries of tk*k 
fovereign, the arts of venality prevailed fo much, that even the royal de- 
crees could not be carried into execution, without bribes and prefents. 

It is an inconteftable faft, that Persia was indebted to nadir KotJLr 
for her deliverance from the yoke of the Afghans : to him (he owed 
the reiteration of her legal fotteuefiga; and by his valour and conduit 
(he Persian monarchy recovered, in a little more than eight years, the 
feveral dominions which had fceen torn from her during the weak and 
effeminate reign of shah Hy$s$jN, a»dith£ invafion of the Afghans* 
but that he afted on juft principles, or pofleffed fuch abilities as were ne- 
CefTary to fecure all thefe advantages, the fondeft panegyrift never wilf 
pretend. On the contrary, jf, feeqif pjafri fipm the iffue, that he was 
influenced by motives which eclipfe Jiis beft anions, and that he afpired 
at the fovereignty from his firft defeat of the Afghans. Many oaufes 
co-incided to flatter the txigheft expectation Jthat .could be farmed in his 
bread; of thefe the great corruption of die people mu ft have been the 
chief; whilft the weaknefs of shah tjbumas opened fuch a profpeCk 
to him of mounting to the fupreme power, as could not be refilled 
by a jnan, in whofe mind all moral confederations gave way to his am* . 
bition. 
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AD IL SHAH. 




CHAP. XXXVI. 

Ali kouli khan eleSied king of Persia at mesched. He fends Bs 
brother ibrahim myrza to Isfahan ; and commits fever al cruelties- 
He folicits the friendjhip of Russia. The revolt of amur aslan 
khan -, alfo of ibrahim MYRZA. The death of zorab khan. The 
defeat of adil shah, and bis brother ibrahim myrza, &c. 

1 74.7. ■ "\ UROPE feems to be very imperfe&Iy acquainted with the con- 

fequences of the death of the ufurper nadir j even the Rus- 
sians and the Turks, who are beft fituated to receive informa- 
tion, have not, I believe, the moil: perfect accounts ; and are moreover 
interefted, either to conceal or mifreprefent thofe which reach them. 
The fpilling of nadir's blood has been a frefli fource of calamities to . 
the Persians. I have mentioned fome few particulars, fo far as they 
relate to our unfortunate trade over the Caspian sea b . All that I have 
to add, is a fliort account of fome events which followed the cataftrophe 
of the ufurper. 

It has been already obferved, that mustapha khan was on an em- 
bafly to turkey, when nadir's death happened. Providence feemed 
to interpofe for his fecurity, who was one of the very few honeft men 

in 

* See Vol. II, pages 87, &c 
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in Persia. As he was prevented from being a fpe&ator, it is probable 1747* 
he efcaped being a fharer alfo, in the unhappy fate of his matter. He 
was arrived in the Turkish dominions when the news reached him 5 
and he thought it neceflary for his fecurity to proceed with all his re- 
tinue to Constantinople. In the mean while, the Turkish embafla- 
dor, who was coming to confirm the peace lately concluded^ had the 
good fortune to reach bagdat with all the valuable prefents which he 
was carrying to the Persian court. As to knez.galitzen, the news 
of nadir's violent death no fooner arrived at reshd, than he retired to< 
astrachan by fea, as well to inform his court of this extraordinary 
event, and provide for the fafety of his. own perfon, as to receive frefh- 
inftrudtions. 

Ali kouli khan now made no fecret, that he had been the chief 
inftigator of the confpiracy againft his uncle, and as fuch was confidered 
as bed entitled to the diadem. As he had been governor of m esc he-©, 
no officer could boaft of fuperior. honours; and as the nephew of the late 
tyrant, he had been refpeded : but though he was fo nearly related to 
nadir, he had very little refemblance in his difpofition \ his temper was 
free, open and generous, nor was he without the reputation of beings a. 
good foldier. 

The news of his uncle's death was no fooner brought to him*, than<lre 
came to mesched, where he put on the royal diadem, and took the name 
of ad 1 l shah y , with the teeming applaufe of the inhabitants, and. began 
his reign in a very popular manner. In confideration .of the great poverty 
of the people 5 he remitted the taxes over the whole empire, and per- 
formed other ads of clemency. But at the fame time, according to the 
execrable policy of mahommedan princes, he imbruecThis hands in the 
blood of his neareft relations. Nesr ali myrza firft fell a facrifice to 
his jealoufy, nor did he fpare the blind riza kouli. Different accounts 
were given of his. condudt towards sh ahrokh, the fon of. this, blind 

prince, 

* It is a circumfUnce no* unworthy of remark, that the meflenger who was fent with nadir's head ' 
to ali kouli khan, loft it by the way ; and to (avc his credit, produced that of another man.. 
t The juft king, 1 
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*747« F* ncc « am * gnuid*(cm # of nadi*. Whether the real shahrokh fur- 
vived this event, or not $ one under this name, who pretended to be the 
identical perfon, lbon after aflumed the diadem* as we (hall relate. Tho' 
All had the reputation of being humane ; yet his cruelty did not flop at 
the deftru&ion of the fons of nadir, for he alfo caufed feverai of his 
uncle's women, who were with child, to be ripped up. 

4 

Kjelat, with all the treafure in it being furrendcred up to him, to 
all appearance the moil prudent ftep which this new king could take, was 
. to march immediately to Isfahan, and carry with him a great part of 
bis riches. Nadir's army being for the moft part difperfed, he could 
have left a fufficient number of troops on the eaftern frontiers, and then 
raifing a new army, eftablifli himfelf on the bafis of a military govern- 
ment, fo efiential to die fupport of his fovereignty. But he was blind 
to the danger to which he was expofed, and triumphing in a fond fecu- 
rky from his immcnfe riches, abandoned himfelf to his favourite grati- 
fications of women and wine, and fent his brother ibrahim khan, 
whom we fliall now call ibrahim myjuca % to Isfahan, m order to 
raife xecnjhs. 

His next bufinefs was to excufe himfelf for the (hare he had in the 
murder of his uncle ; and, at the fame time, to make his intentions 
known to the people, with regard to their fntuce relief from that infup* 
portable tyranny, which had been excrcifcd over them j fo that this 
event might afford them all the joy and confolation which was natural to 
cxped from fuch a deliverance. 

The following decree, which he fent to Reshd in the province of 
ghilan, gives us an idea of the ftate of affairs a few weeks after 
nadir's death. 

" Wherein 

2 According to the accounts we had at that time from misia, it was doubtful whether the 

seal shah roup was put to death, or not ; fome report that he was previoufly fent away into fafe 

cuftody ; others , that he was prefent, but fpared at the inftigation of the prieft, as the only remaining 

btood 9 on the mother's fide, of the *** ru family. • As the brother of a king, we 

new call him ny««a, or prjacc. 
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cc Where i m stands 
" The kingdom of GOD, . 

" SHAH AND SOVEREIGN OF THE EMPIRE, 

c< A SERVANT OF ALL 
cc A MANDATE WHICH THE WHOLE WORID OBEYS*. 

" The noble and honourable cheich el islam c j the kazzi'; tbe 
€C elders and all fubjeSs; the poor and opprefled inhabitants of reshp, 
lahijan, rancoute, keskar, fumin, shefta, kugdum % and 
the places thereunto belonging ; to whom the Almighty has granted 
*' his unutterable mercies; who are aflured of, and exalted by our in* 
" comparable fovereign favour-; /hall know, in what manner the wick- 
u ednefs of the barbarous monarch f hath prevailed. All nations and 
" languages, the exalted and the humble, the good and the bad fubje&s 
" of the empire of ir an 8 , are too well acquainted with hip proceedings, 
" Their inceflant cxm and Umentetioes have reached even unto the 
*' heavens. By putting out the eyes of the inhabitants, depriving them 
" of their lives ; and felling the fon6 and daughters of j&uifulmen ; even 
" the feven peleftkl circles h were moved to companion. In a word, the 
" extortion of elphs'and crores k has been the caufe of multitudes of 
" people lofing their fight l ; whilft the tyrannical monarch barbarpufly 
cc ere&ed lofty towers of human heads through the provinces, exceeding 
€C all the cruelties of paft ages. At length, our fovereign majefty com- 
<( manded the moft eminent and high inftrutted, mahommed kouli 
<l khan, our kurchi bash i m , that he fhould prevail on the afshar 
" guards, to feize and remove the tyrant; thus performing a fervice 
<c highly beneficial to the public welfare, reftoring reft and tranquillity 
" to the nation. Mahommed kouli khan did not refufe to obey. 

« Ail 

b This was the infeription on the royal fignet, which they place at the head of the decree. 
* Chief of religion. Islam we nave .obferved figprifies safety ; by which is meant <the*iAiioMMi- 
dan religion. d Judges. e These are diftri&s in «td about cbilam* 

' Nadir. ' Persia. * The planets. * Five hundred tbou&md 

hazardenaer, or 125,000/. * Ten dphs» or five millions of irowne, 0^,290*000/. 

are equal to a crore in imdia. * He tee quotes ajbmk ont of the Jluocjsa, which 

is very obfcaie, and contradictory. I have heard dmt the number **f peiJbns blinded, was not Ma 
than thirty thou&nd ; but this icons to be exaggerated. » VoL HI. p. 73. 
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1747. " All perfons of diftindtion, and the whole army near our victorious and 
c< fplendent ftirrup, were anxious to extirpate the deep-rooted violences 
cc and oppreffions of this tyrannical king. We therefore marched at the 
" head of our forces from fbrag and herat, and came with haftc 
" for that purpofe \ but on our arrival on the borders of terbedshan, 
" news came that the afshar guards had already feized the tyrant. In 
cc the mean while thefe happened a commotion among the tartars n , 
<c for the fuppreffion of which there was no other remedy than to give 
the tyrant the reward of his aftions. 

The fort of k^lat, which the late king had fpent many years 
in rendering impregnable, thanks to the Moft High, was in one day 
brought under our fubje&ion by segrab beg, whom we lent thither 
for that purpofe. 

As foon as thefe happy tidings -reached oar ears, we marched to the 
" holy city of mesched, where all the minifters, commanding officers, 
(< and perfons of diftiftion prefent, did With one common voice intreat 
our majefty to take upon us the government of the empire, to rebuild 
the ruined houfes, and repair the defolations of Persia. They pre- 
fented as their interceflbr the holy faint, who is buried in that city °, 
and would not defift from their importunity. 

cc When we corifidered the fad ftate of the Persians for feveral years 
" paft, who had been obliged not only to deliver up all their fubftance, 
" but themfelves, and their 'families, to be flaughtered p, we thought it 
" neceflary to fliew our fovereign favour to the opprefledj to appeafe 
iC the wrath of heaven ; to fatisfy the creatures of God, and to gain the 
" love of the people. We have therefore been gracioufly pleafed to order, 
" and do hereby command, that the new contributions in money *, im- 

" pofed 

■ Ali chTguifes the real fall, bat gives fome light in regard to the conteft between the ta rtars 
and Persians. He feems to afiiime the merit of removing his uncle, but yet to impute the e*ecu- 

. tion to the afshars, who were nadir's body-guard. • The fepulchre of imam 

riza often mentioned. p Htre he quotes another text out of the khoran. " You are 

u all fltepherds, and every one craves from yon 1" by which I fuppofe is meant, that in confequence 

: of an abufed authority, every fubjed was pillaged. * Provifions, *c. were fometimes 

demanded. 
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pofed on fubjedb and Grangers, {hall from henceforward ceafe and be 1747 
annulled. We likewife difcharge the collectors r , who are in your 
province, and you .are to fend them to our court. But the money and 
" effeds belonging to the crown* which are already col lefted, (hall be 
cc accounted. for 1 . All the other revenues for this year, as alfo all taxes 
for the following two years, we do moft gracioufly forgive, that the 
fubje&s of islam, and all other religions, as likewife the Indians 
• c and others, who for fome years have been fubjeft to every kind of 
torture and oppreflion, may enjoy an uninterrupted fafety and tran- 
quillity, and follicit the most high for our welfare. 

" What concerns the fupport of poft-horfes *, thofe to whom this of- 
" fice belougs £hall take proper care ; and for the future double the num- 
ber of horfes (hall be kept at each ftage, as was lately ordered ; and 
the money for maintaining of them fhall be taken out of the treafury 
of the province. In cafe of any deficiency, a reprefentation being 
made to us, it fhall be fupplicd froth other treafuries. 

c< For fettling the accounts of this year, two or three writers and ca- 
lentars (hall be fent to our high court. And concerning the eftates, 
which in the late reign were taken from numbers of the people, we 
u (hall order an infpedtion to be made, and a circumftantial account 
" thereof to be fent to us. And that every one may be fatisfied in this 
" particular, we fhall without delay appoint a proper perfon for that pur- 
<c pofe. Given in the month of dschemadielsam, 1160V ' 

Ali having made fome difpofitions for fettling his government, he came 
with a body of forces to fpend the remainder of the year at the palace of 
ashreff w , near the midft of the fouth-coaft of the Caspian sea. In 
that fituation he hoped to fupprefs any infurredtion that might arife in the 
northern provinces, presuming that his brother ibrahim myrza would 
prated the fouth, whilft in cafe of neceffity he might again dired his 

march 

* Moh a si ls. * The term is, Entered in the oih-baok. * The reader will ob- 
ferve in feveral paflages of thefe volume*, that the bad conclude of couriers wot one. of g the grievtis 
oppreffions under which pbrsia groaned. * n About the beginning of jut* »747* 

* See Vol. I. page 293. 
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1747. march eaftward. In the mean while Amur aslan khan acknow- 
ledged the fovereignty of this new king, and commanded in the weft 
This perfon was an officer of great experience, and had been a favourite of 
nadir ; he was now in shirvan at the head of thirty thoufand men. 

In order to confirm the peate which nadir had made with the Turks, 
adil shah fent an envoy- extraordinary to the port, to fignify his exal- 
tation to the throne of Persia, and his inclination to live in harmony 
with the grand fignior : this minifter accordingly arrived there in april 
1748. It is eafy to conceive how ill the turks would relifh the advance- 
ment of a nephew of nadir. That Providence had thus removed him, 
who had been fo great an object of their terror, afforded great fatisfac- 
tion; but their ambition was to fee that army crufhed, which had been 
fo often the instrument of (bedding fuch ftreams of their blood, and 
making their fovereign tremble in his very capital. The refult of this 
embafly was, that the two courts fhould mutually fend embafladors with 
the uiual pomp and formalities : in the mean while, we are left to ima- 
gine that the Turkish partisans would not be idle in fomenting that civil 
difcord in Persia, which they had found fo advantageous; fince with- 
out the expence of blood and treafure, without danger or inconvenience, 
they cou^d thus look on and fee their natural enemy tearing out her 
own bowels. 

Adil shah was not lefs afliduous to cultivate the mod perfeft amity 
with the Russians. The retreat of the embaflador knez gallitzen 
from ghilan, had given the Persian minifters fome alarms. Koulifa, 
who had been formerly embaflador in Russia, wrote to the Russian 
embaflador in September : the following extract contains the moft mate- 
rial part of the letter : 

" May your eminence's blefledJiealth, by the grace of the Almighty, 
•* endure to the end of the world. . I have had the honour to write to 
" you feveral friendly letters, fent through the hands of the moft noble 
" and moft honourable of the religion of Messiah, the refident of the 
^ high imperial court of russia i but I have not received any anfwer. 

" I 
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" I long with inp patience for your arrival j God grant it may be foon, 1747* 
<( that we may once more happily fee each other. 

" I now acquaint you, as I have already done, that his majefty, equal 
" in dignity to Alexander, and in fervants to darius, protestor of the 
" whole world, adil shah, whofe reign may the Mod High preferve 
<( for ever, and my foul ferve him as a facrifice, has been gracioufljr 
" pleafed to mount the throne of iran. Thus by the help of God, the 
" government of the whole empire is in the high power of his majefty, 
(( the moil gracious and juft monarch. The fort kjelat, with all the 
" treafures and riches therein contained, is in his majefty 9 s pofleffion^ 
" and the enemies of his everlafting court, thus cftaWifhed by the Al- 
cc mighty, afe utterly extirpated. 

cc It will appear to you by the copy of the mandate inclofed, that the 
" mod gracious monarch did imagine you yet redded at reshd, there* 
" fore he commanded me to wait on your eminency ; and ordered the 
" moft noble achmed khan to convoy you to mazanderan, where 
" the moft worthy mahommed ali beg, khajar, of noble defcent, 
cc will meet and condudt you with ali due honour to the shah's high 
" court To conclude, I wifh the days of blifs may laft for ever." 

This letter was accompanied with long inftru&ions from the shah 
to koulifa, to (hew all poffible honour to the embafiador. Achmed 
khan had alfo commands to the fame piirpofe, all demonftrative of his 
defire of fupporting the beft correfpondence with his neighbours the Rus- 
sians, Within very few weeks after nadir's death, and before he came 
' to the palace of ashreff, the shah himfelf fent a letter to the em- 
baflador galitzen. Like others, it was marked with his feal at the 

head, viz. 

" Wherein stands 

<c The kingdom of GOD, 

<c Sovereign of. the empire, 

" A servant of ALL 
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1747. « xhe moft eminent, high appointed, noble and high intruded em- 
" baflador, from the moft exalted imperial court of Russia, knez ga- 
litzen, (hall be aflured of our fovereign favour, and know, that 
the vile difpofition and corrupted nature of the late monarch furpafTed 
all bounds. How cruel his proceedings have been, you will be cir- 
cumstantially informed in due time. 

At prefent you are acquainted that our fovereign oujefty, by the 

grace and afliftaaee of Goo, has been highly pleafed to take the throne 

©f the Persian empire; at which time it has been reprefented to us, 

that your eminence has been fcnt here as an cmbafikbr, from the 

tnoft puiflant and imperial court of Russia ; and that the moft emi- 

" nent serdar z , amur aslan khan, nebschbff beg, add other com* 

cc manders did receive your eminence on the borders of Persia, but 

u made fuch bad preparations for your journey through shir van, as 

* created a difguft, for which they fhall be accountable, 

" And whereas it has been reprefented to our majefty, that your emi- 

li nencc is endowed with good underftanding, a quick infight, and a 

c< decent behaviour in all things * > and fent expreflly with fo great a 

4€ power \o our high court, to eftablifli amity ; therefore we hope you will 

" not be offended on account of thefe accidents. And as we are inclined 

to fupport the friendship and harmony between our fovereign majefty 

and her imperial majefty of Russia 5 and like wife to fliew you all 

honour, we define you will proceed with the utmoft confidence to oar 

high court. Given in the month of redshebel 1160*." 

This new king was too much inclined to peace, to negled: the cul- 
tivation of a good underftanding with his neighbours; and to be wanting 
in nothing tfrat could be agreeable to Russia, he prepared an e in b a fly 
with a view to make a defenfive and offenfive alliance with that court, 
and alfo a treaty of commerce, which might be beneficial to the fub- 
je&s of both empires. Emiffaries from the Persian court were actu- 
ally 

1 General. r This is the common fluttering ilile of the Persians. * The 

beginning of july 1747, fent from mesched. The new shah was yet at mbsched, and ap- 
pointed convoys for the embaifedor, to conduft fcun from astrabad to dshadshirim and 

BSFEAAIM. 
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ally fent to astrachan ». The Russians proceed with great caution 1747. 
in their oriental treaties, and generally divert the Persians in the laft 
mentioned city for feveral months, before they conduct them to court. 
Under the precarious circumftances of the Persian king, doubtlefs 
many reafons occurred for adting with referve. 

The beginning of this year opened a new fcene, not lefs fatal or bloody I7 a8. 
than any of the preceding. Amur aslan khan, who commanded in 
the weftcrn provinces, and redded at tavris, already gave indications 
of his defign to revolt The shah being arrived at ashreff, fent fe- 
veral meflages to him, deiiring him to come to court : he feigned va- 
rious excufes, and at length threw off the mafk by killing the couriers 
whom the king had appointed to conduct him. This event was foon 
followed by an ad of hoftility, not only in violation of his duty as a 
fubjed, but alfo of the laws of juftice and hofpitality. To what extre- 
mities will not a falfe ambition hurry its votaries I This khan, who was 
the exa& copy of his tutor and late matter nadir shah, began to be 
fenfible of the impoflibility of fupporting an army without money ; nor 
could he procure any considerable fupplies from aderbeitzan, shir- 
van, or any of the neighbouring provinces where his jurifdi&ion reach- 
ed : he therefore refolved to obtain by robbery, what he could not pro- 
cure by any appearance of equity. He knew that the English fa&ors 
in reshd were poflefled of a fum of money, which no doubt was re- . 
pre fen ted to him as much larger than it really was; he therefore fent 
riza kouli khan with a body of feventeen hundred Afghans, to pil- 
lage thefc unfortunate ftrangers, who had given him no offence. Thefe 
forces arrived in reshd the twentieth of January. The governor, 
achmed khan, retired to lahijan, not being in a capacity to protedt 
the city : thus they were left to follow the dictates of^their own wild 
fuggeftione ; whilft the villainy of fome of the inhabitants prompted 
them to (hare the plunder, by purchafing the ftolen goods at a very in- 
confiderable price b . The English fa&ors took the precaution to retire 
with their money; but their effects became a prey, and were totally 
pillaged, with circumftances that proved the madnefs of the times, and 

the 

• See Vol. II. f age 93. k Sec Vol II. page 90. 
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1748. the deftru&ive confequences c of civil war. The city of reshd however 
efcaped being plundered ; for it feemed to be the intention of amur as- 
jlan khan, to fupport fome reputation, in hopes of being acknowledged 
in a very (hort time as the fovereign of Persia. 

The news of this incurfion no fooner reached ashreff, than adil 
shah difpatched a body of his troops to reshd. The Afghans, loaded 
with their plunder, were marching back, but were reached no further 
than keskar, when achmed khan, at the head of the shah's troops, 
came up with them, and totally defeated them d . Their fpoil fell into 
thje hands of the shah's froces, who it was but [natural to expeft, as 
they were fent fjpr the fupport of government, and the fuccour of the 
injured, fhould have made it' their chief bufinefs to obtain restitution; 
but this was a degree of virtue which they did not even attempt. 
Amur aslan khan having met with this defeat, refolved to remain 
only on the defenfive ; he was already in correfpondency with the 
king's brother, ibrahim myrza, and if we may judge from circum* 
ftances, was the chief promoter of the rebellion of this young prince 
againft his brother 5 fecretly intending to reap the fruits of that quarrel, 
in which he hoped to fee them foon involved ; fince, by playing one 
againft the other, his expectations were in the higheft degree flattered, 
that he fhould obtain the diadem himfelf. 

Adil shah finding that he had a formidable enemy to contend with 
in the weft, fent orders to his brother ibrahim in Isfahan, to come to 
his fuccour with a large body of forces, defigning as foon as the fpring 
was a little farther advanced, to march againft amur aslan khan. 
Ibrahim, who was now only twenty-two years of age, in the vanity of 
his heart, thought it abfurd, at the head of a numerous body of forces, to 
be any thing lefs than a king: the revolt of amur aslan khan had, in 
his fond imagination, prepared fo eafy a means of obtaining the diadem, 
that he had little more to do than to receive it. But in order to bring 
about another revolution, it was neceflary to render his brother's govern- 
ment odious to the people, at leaft to fecure the inclination of the officers 

and 

c See Vol. II. page 90, 91. * See Vol. II. page 91. 
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and foldicrs under his command. Here again religion was the plea, and 1748. 
the very motive which ought to have difpofed their minds to a grateful 
fubmiflion to the difpenfation of providence, was proftituted to the pur- 
pofes of wild ambition. 

Ali kouli khan, from a certain generofity of difpofition, had ever 
fince he was appointed governor of mesched, (hewn a particular re- 
gard to the chriftians : his favourite wife was a Georgian lady of the 
religion of her country, and for whom he had an entire affedtion. Being 
now advanced to the regal dignity, he promoted her brother zorab 
khan to the office of his treafurer, and commander of his army. The 
shah feemed in this to err in judgment, as it had not been lately a prac- 
tice to commit fo high a truft to one born a, chriftian, and who, it 
might be prcfumed, ftill inclined to that perfuafion. This was the pre- 
tended caufe of Ibrahim's difaffe&ion to his brother. 

The shah had foon reafon to fear that the authority which he had 
given to ibrahim myrza to raife forces, was not employed agreeably 
to his intentions. Under this apprehenfion, he fent his brother-in-law 
zorab khan to Isfahan with the ftrongeft aflurances of his affedtion, 
and with promifes to gratify him in any thing that was reafonable; 
and that he might fee by the dignity of the meflenger r in what high 
efteem he held him. It is reafonable to prefume that the shah was 
fincere, and from thence flattered himfelf into a belief that his brother 
ibrahim might be won over to a fenfe of duty. If thefe were not his 
fentiments, it was highly impolitic to truft his brother-in-law in the 
pofiefiion of his enemy : the event proved that this young man was not 
to be brought over by intreaties, for zorab khan foon after his arrival 
was treacheroufly put to death as he was bathing. 

Ibrahim myrza having thus thrown off the mafk, wrote to meh- 
tie khan % one of the shah's generals, inviting him and the foldiers 
under his command to take part with him againft the king. He could 
not corrupt this general, but he brought over part of his forces. The 

, shah 

. • This is the man who wrote nadir's hiftory, which has never jet appeared in the world! nor 
probably never will. 
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1748. shah finding his fecurity thns endangered, wrote to his brother in very 
affcdtionate and pathetic terms, reprefenting the dreadful calamities of 
civil war, and that his revolt mud neceflarily bring on the total ruin of 
their poor country, already in an expiring condition, with the wounds 
it had received by the cruelty and ambition of their uncle : at the fame 
time he made propofals of a compofition, which might gratify his bro- 
ther's defire of a ftate in a great meafure independent, Thofc who wifhed 
well to the tranquillity of persia, flattered themfelves with fome hopes, 
that poflibly the two brothers might, by fharing the fovereignty, unite 
in one common intereft, and by quafhing amur aslan- khan, reftorc the 
kingdom to peace; but that was only a fond prefbmption : the fame dif- 
pofition which determined ibrahim to revolt, rendered a compromife of 
that kind impra&icable, were fuch union confident in the nature of things. 

In the mean while, the minds of the people were di drafted with 
anxiety, concerning the iflue of a war, which would probably affbrd 
occafion for frefh competitions, and involve their unhappy country in 
inextricable miferies. No recourfe now remained but that of arms. 
In the month of may, adil shah marched with a great body of 
forces from m azanderan, through a narrow pafs in mount taurus, to- 
wards the plains of casbin, where he had appointed his rendezvous. 
Achmed khan, with a ftrong reinforcement from ghilan x was ordered 
to march through the ftreights of that province to meet him. Ibrahim 
myrza at the head of his army, had already left Isfahan, and having 
notice of the intended jundtion of his brother's armies, made forced 
marches in order to intercept achmed khan, which he accomplifhed 
without the lofs of any blood. This unhappy general fell in with the 
enemy's camp early in the morning, miftaking it for a body of forces 
belonging to the shah his mafter, and was taken prifoner by ibrahim 
myrza* We have already mentioned, that achmed khan gave the firft 
check to the arms of amur aslan khan. Ibrahim therefore thought 
he could not make his court more agreeably to hit confederate, than by 
fending this general to be facrificed. Amur aslan was too much a 
copy of nadir, to have any mercy $ and ordered achmed as foon 

as 
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as he armed, to be brought to the entrance of bis tent, wfyerc bj: grati- 1748, 
£ed his revenge, by feeing him cut to pieces. 



Adil shah advancing towardsfcis rebellious brother, who feigned a 
retreat, was drawn into a fnare. Being attacked in flank by a great body 
of Afghans, he was deferted by his army in fo ihameful a manner, that 
he loft the day without putting it to the iflue of a battle. He behaved 
with great pfirfonal yrfojir a^d intrepidity, killing feveral with his .own 
hands j till at length Xeeing hi? forge? fettered, he left the field, and 
retired fo t^IMRAN. Tbore £ndU$ Wwfeif fibmfanpd, and utterly in- 
capable of cplkftinghis ^rmy, #fter three days he went to Ibrahim's 
camp, and Surrendered bun/elf* the only proof of mercy he received 
from this unnatural brother, was ip being fufFered tp live a fhort time ; 

I • * 

ibuttin that interval it was pot p^rmijtted him to fee his brother, nor 
r even to enjoy, the light, for his eyes \ve«,cut out immediately. 

Thus ended the fhort and unhappy reign of.ADiL shah. He was a 

man jof an «afy placid temper, and n^igh* fa tiw 6 °f WS» corruption, have 

jnade a/gppd Jking; hut he does apt .appear to have, had a genius^equ^l to 

ib weighty. a talk, asjthe government of fo impious a people. All we cap 

iayof him is, that he has been ^he .only prince fince nadir, who has 

been conildered as a fovergign by any foreign ftate : that he meant to 

fupport his government upon ^principles die rcverfe qf nadir's ; and, had 

he lived, that he would, to all appearance, have done juftice to thofc f , 

who fuffered by the yiUajpy of ^mur.aslan khan. 

Notwithstanding his fuceefs, ibrahim -retained the name of mYrza, 
declining that of shah. It is probable he was the more induced to this 
referve, by the tokens which aaiur aslan khan immediately gave of a 
defign of ufurping the fovereigpty. This khan was turned of fixty years 
of age, and could not but confider ibrahim as a boy by no means en- 
titled to the diadem, compared with himfelf. He was at. the head of 
thirty thouiand men enured to .war .under the command of nadir, and 

had 

f The ^r it mh merchants mentioned already. 
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J748. had acquired a great proficiency in the fcience of arms, as well as polt* 
tical intrigue. In the laft he had already fucceeded, by having been one 
great inftrument in the defeat of adil shah. He was too much o£ the 
genius of his old matter, to promife Persia that repofc for which (he 
languished, but which never could be found by means fo apparently dc T 
flru(Slive of the end. 

ijaq. After refting his troops, and dividing the fpoil taken from his brother^ 
Ibrahim prepared for a vifit to amur aslan khan, and" for that pur- 
pofe directed his march towards shir van. Youthful as he was, he atted 
the politician, preferring the removal of his competitor by aflaffination, , 
rather than to put his fortune to the ifTue of a battle. Art and contri- 
vance not founded in juftice, often betray their own caufe. The crafty 
amur aslan was thus taken in the fnare he had laid for others, and fell. 
a facrifice to his ambition. What became of his army is not faid, we. 
may prefume it was difperfed. 

In the mean while the eaftern parts of the empire being left unawecl 
by th6 prefence of an army, the inhabitants efpoufed the caufe of the 
young shahrokh already mentioned; and he was declared king, at 
MESCHEf). The officers and perfons of diftin&ion in that quarter were 
the more difpofed to take this ftep, as it gave them an opportunity, under 
the name of a regal authority, to poflefs themfelves of the great riches 
which yet .remained ajt k^lat. In fuch a confulion of affairs, Per- 
sia might be eafily impofed on with regard to the identity of this per- 
fon : happy were it for that diftra&ed country, if fuch impofition could 
have reftored it to tranquillity. 

Ibrahim myrza was now informed concerning his new adverfary. 
Flufhed with conqueft, he had extended his liberality beyond the pru- 
dence of a general, or the experience of more advanced years. At length 
he found himfelf grown poor and incapable of gratifying the demands of 
his army, which was chiefly compofed of Afghans, not difpofed to fol- 
low their leader, without either pay, or provision. There was no pofii- 
bility of exalting contributions in a country already drained, not of money 
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only, but of almofc every thing neceffary to the fupport of life. Many 17 , q 
of his foldiers knowing where to find another matter, who was reputed 
rich, deferted. What conftancy could he expeft from men who had juft 
turned their arms againft a prince whom they acknowledged a few months 
before as the deliverer of their country from the yoke of infupportablc 
tyranny! Thus circumftanced, ibrahim was induced to haflen his march 
eaftward, as well to obtain a frefh fupply of money, as to quafh his enemy. 
He had not advanced far, when he met with fome partifaps of shah- 
rokh. His van-guard having reached t^ehiran, were refufed a fupply 
of prOvifions: ibrahim immediately fent emir khan, the general of 
his artillery, with his cannon and a ftrong detachment, to compel the 
inhabitants to a compliance. It appears that emir khan had no opi- 
nion of his matter's caufe, or was fecretly diffatisfied j in fhort, he took 
the opportunity to abandon ibrahim, and join his opponents: for as 
foon as this prince came under the walla of the town, emir khan turned 
the cannon upon him, and fallying out at the fame time, by this unex- 
pected attack difperfed his army. It is probable that ibrahim ended 
his life upon this occafion, as we hear nothing more of him from that 
time. Thus did Providence bring to confufion this rafh youth, who 
with, lefs vanity, and a little more underftanding, might have operated 
with his brother, and inilead of involving his country in mifery, reftored 
it to a profperous condition. 

Shahrokh shah was now without a competitor. During thefe com* 1750. 
motions, the Afghan^ of kandahar, or fome other fubjedts in the 
eaftern frontier g , revolted : shahrokh having formed a confiderable 
army, marched againft them. What the fuccefs of this enterprize was, 
my authorities are filent : but in his abfence from khorasan, appeared 
a fifth competitor. There was an uncle of shah t,£HMas\ named su- 
liman, who, during the reign of nadir, having given no marks of 
ambition, and taken the habit of a mullah, lived' quiet and unmoleft- 
ed. This man was now dragged to the throne as it were on purpofe tq 
be flaughtered : his adherents had prevailed on him to affume the dia- 
dem 5 but his reign was very fhort, for upon shahrokh's return he be- 

^. : \ Pp. a . .canjQ 

* This particular I never Jieard with any exadnefs. 
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came a facrifice. It is faid that one ismael then f(t up againft shah* 
rokh. We have great reafon to believe, that the latter, for fome time, 
promifed fair to maintain himfelf in the throne, till at length he was 
obliged to yield to shah doub, of whofe family I have no information. 

Heraclius, a Georgian prince, then appeared on the ftage, whofe 
fortune is yet faid to prevail over all competition. This prince's being a 
chriftian, feems to render his eftablifhment very difficult $ nor is it eafy to 
imagine that the turks will be idle fpedators of a chriftian king of per- 
si a. They have already had the fatisfa&ion to fee the deepeft humiliation 
of their hereditary enemy/ Nadir, who died their fields with blood, 
and whofe Very name fo often made them tremble, has, by the confe- 
quences of his tyranny, reduced Persia more effectually, than could 
have been performed by any foreign enemy. Though the fword is not 
the juft inftrument of propagating the faith of the true Messiah, yet k 
is a circumftance worthy of atteation, that the Georgians are a very 
brave people, and may, by the countenance of the Russians, be capa- 
ble of carrying greater defighs into execution than the world is at pre* 
fent aware of. 

When we confider the fate of kingdoms, We ought to obfcrve, how 
men are led aftray by their padions, againft the light t>f their own ttiinds. 
How infatuated were the Persians, or ho# loft to all fenfe of virtue, 
after a fertes of bitter calamities, to depofe their true4eing, when the 'ex- 
perience of ages had taught -them there could 'be no fecurity under an 
ufurper. But what were they to oxped from fcch a king as nadir 
KO0LI, whofe hands were fo deeply imbrued in blood ? What could be 
expeded, but that a man of his gefiibs and principles, bred up to murder 
and rapine from his earlieft life, would bring all things irtto confiiifion ? 
Yet even in the politer rfegittns of the World, fuch are tbk impttflions 
which mankind ordinarily Ycceive fcom military atchieftfmeilts, that 
events which ought to drftw tears for the diftreflbs of hattaaa natuit* 
ire made the fubjedt of joy ami exultation, till a teverfe of fortune givoa 
a quick fenfe of the fatal tftds of fuch fkfte gldfy. Ktfw fettecraibiy 
pernicious are the fond notion* tff "happinefs, arifing from the fuccefs- 
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fill invafion of another's right ! Crimes, for which every law, divine 1750. 
and human, condemn a private man to death, become warrantable by 
the laws of arms. What wifdom and integrity ought to wield the fword, 
which at bed is but the inftrument of divine juftice for the correction of 
national crimes and- offences ! 

It cannot be from the original conftitution of things, that the Almighty 
has ordained war as eflential to the well-being of mankind. The ftate 
of nature is a ftate of peace ; but the fhedding of human blood becomes 
familiar by habit, and a continued courfe of foreign wars prepares the 
minds of a people for every defperate enterprize, of which the worft is 
inteftine broils; and thefe have at length extinguifhed the glory of Per- 
sia. What the fate of that wretched country will be, heaven only knows : 
but this is evident, that the fplendor of their monarchy, all their mo- 
numents of art and labour, with all the induftry of part ages, are fwal- 
lowed up by the ravages of war. What numbers of their towns, their 
cities, their fruitful plains and delicious mountains, are become a dreary 
wafte, and the habitation of wolves ! 

The fate of empires is a fubje& the moft interefting. Reafon and re- 
ligion teach us to implore the almighty difpofer of events, to fuccour 
mankind in general -, we ought then to fend up our prayers, that his 
mercy may extend to the Persians, and reftore them to a juft fenfe of 
virtue, that their nation may again become great and happy. 
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To Vol. III. and IV! 



Note, The numerals refer to the volumes, and the figures to the pages. 



A. 



ABAS the great, a cruel prince, iii. 19. 
came into the world with his hands 
bloody, ibid, inftances of* his cruelty, ibid, 
had not a proper education, iii. 20. orders 
his Ton to be blinded, ibid, builds a mofque 
at Mefched to difcourage the Perfians pil- 
grimage to Mecca or Medina, iv. 21. 
Abas II. one of the beft kings of the Seffies, 

iii. 20, 21. his reign and death, iii. 21. 
Abas III. an infant* preferred to his father, 
iv. 73. the fovereignty in the hands of 
Kouli Khan, ibid, the young Shah dies, iv. 
123. 
Abdallah basha, a Turkish general, Caf- 
bin furrendered to him, iii. 241. defeats 
Taehmas's troops before ArdevUle, iii. 242. 
retreats to Cars, iv. 120. 
Abdallah kouproli gives battle to Kouli 
Khan in the valley of Arpakavi, iv. 119. is 
(lain with many thoufand Turks, iv. 120. 
Abdallah kouproli, fon of the Serafkier 
Kouproli, (lain at the battle of Cars, iv. 253. 
Abdollees, apply to Abas king of Perfia for 
relief againft the Oufbeg Tartars, iii. 25. 
a nation divided into tribes, iii. 63. diflatif- 
- fied with their fubjeftion to Perfia, ibid. 
Abdul aziz khan, formerly a mule-driver, 
'" 233- commandant of Julfa, ibid, is fent 
byAfhreffembaflador to the Ottoman court, 
ibid, admitted to an audience of the Grand 
Vizir, iii. 236. his conferences with the 
Turkifh minifters, iii. 236, 237. takes his 
leave, iii. 240. is arretted on the road 
by order of the Grand Signior, ibid. 

Vol. IV. 



Abdul baki khan, Nadir's embafladoj to 
Turkey, iv. 133. concludes a peace, iv. 135. 

Achmed, Grand Signior, dethroned, and fuc- 
ceeded by his nephew Mahommed, iv. 51. 

Achmed aga, governor of Isfahan, iii. 123. 
drives the Afghans from the bridge of Shi- 
rafs, iii, 123. makes a fally to open apaf- 
fage for provifions,, iii. 138. is defeated by 
the treachery of the Vali of Arabia, ibid, 
his condu£t unjuftly blamed by Shah Huf- 
fein, ibid, his death, iii. 139. 

Achmed, bafha of Bagdad, takes pofleflion 
of Loriftan, iii. 231. gives the Afghans bat- 
tle, iii. 247. is defeated, iii. 248. negotiates 
a peace with the Perfians, iv. 63, 64. his 
vigilance, iv. 8r, 83 his letter to the Grand 
Signior upon the defeat of the Perfians, iv. 
70, &c. prepares to ftand another fiege, iv. 
109, 1 10. his orders from the Ottoman court 
concerning a treaty with Nadir Shah, iv. 
133. his conduct towards the Arabians, iv. 
222, 223. fufpe&ed of a correfpondence with 
the Perfian king, iv. 223. his critical circum- 
ftances, iv. 234. his parts and generofity, 
ibid, the Turks difquieted at the friendship 
between him and Nadir, iv. 235. eftabliihed 
by the Ottoman court in his government, 
iv. 236. an embafTador fent to him by Na- 
dir, iv. 237. 

Achmed khan, a Perfian general, flies from 
the tyranny of Nadir to Constantinople, iv, 
249. diftrufted, afterwards received into the 
confidence of the Turks, ibid, defeats a bo- 
dy of Afghans returning with the plunder of 
the BritiSi factors at Refhd, iv. 294. taken 
by Ibrahim Myrza, and fent to Amur Aflan 
Khan, who deftroys him, iv. 298, 299* 

Q^q AF- 
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Afghans, the authors of the cataftrophc in 

- Perfia, iii. 22. derive their genealogy, iii. 
23. inhabit mountains near the mog^hol's 
empire, ibid, a colony of this family em- 
braces theMahommedan religion, ibid, their 
various fituation by contelf between the 
king of Perfia and the Moghol, iii. 25, 26. 
a long time faithful to the king of Perfia, 
iii. 27. difpofed to revolt, iii. 27. cruelly, 
tifed f>y the Perfian troops, iii. 28, 29. com- 
plain of Gurghin-Khan, *iii. 29. the Af- 
ghans and Perfians treat one another as he- 
retics, iii. 35. they revolt, iii. 43, 44. no- 
minate a fucceflbr to Mir-vais, iii. 59. their 
.defeat at Kherman, iii. 7i. their pacific 
difpofitton, iii. 88, 96. obtain a great vic- 
tory at Gulnabad* iii. 108. take Farabtd 
and Julfc, iii. 114, u8. their barbarities to 
the Armenians, ibid, put the diftrift of Is- 
fahan to the fwonl* iii. 126. defeat the 
, troops going to relieve Isfahan, iiL 129. 
their barbarity to the Perfians, iii. 143. 
afcend the throne of Perfia, iii. 145 anew 
colony of Afghans arrive at Isfahan, iii. 
167. oblige Maghmud to declare AfhrefF 
his fucceflbr, iii 205, their confpiracy in fa- 
vour of Aflueff, iiL 21 1. totally routed by 
Tachmas* iii. 223. defeated at Mourtchak- 
hor, iv. 31. defeated at Shirafs* iv. 38. eat 
horfe-flefh* iv. 147. oppofe Nadir's pafiage 
through the defiles*, iv. 200. plunder the firi- 
ti(h fadors* iv. 293. are defeated, iv. 294. 

jAkbar, emperor of India* his character fet in 
contraft with Nadir's, iv. 219, &c. this em- 
peror's letter to the long of Portugal, ibid* 

Alexander the great, marches into Afia, 
iii. 11. pafles the Granicus* ibid* obtains a 
vt&ory over the Perfians, iii* 12. many 
princes fubmit to him,, ibid, his army in- 
creases, ibid, died eight years after bis con- 
queft*ibid. his aoquifitions divided anions the 
partners of his victories, ibid, he and Nadir 
SHah, both made an expedition into India, iv. 

143. a comparifon of their charaders*iv. 143, 

144. their defire of feme and glory, iv. 143. 
few countries that have not had their Alex- 
anders and -Nadirs, iv. 144. confounded the 
rules of religion and morality, ibid, moral 
reflexions on falfe glory, iv. 144, 145. the 
motives of thek invading India, iv, 145. how 



long fince Alexander made his expedition, 
ibid, his coming into India, and fubduiiigking 
Poms, iv. 162, 163. a comparifon between 
Alexander's and l^Jadir's reftoring the con- 
quered kingdoms 1o the Indian lungs, iv. 
194. 

An kouli khan, (on of Ibrahim Khan, Na- 
dir's brother, confidered as fucceflbr to Na- 
dir, iv. 246. his revolt from Nadir, iv. 259. 
comes to Mefched on his uncle's death, iv. 
285. ele&ed king of Perfia, ibid, takes 
the name of Adil Shah, ibid, his clemency, 
ibid, kills his neareft relation), ibid, his 
cruelty to his uncle's women, iv. 206. a- 
bandons himfelf to Women and wine, ibid, 
fends his brother Ibrahim Myrza for recruits 
at Isfahan* ibid* confefits having a (hart in 
the murder of his uncle* ibid* his decree 
lent to Redid after his uncle's death, iv. 
287. marches to Aihieff* iv. 289. Culti- 
vates an amity with the Turks and Ruffians, 
iv. 29a Us letter with pacific infeu&ons 
to the fiii&ao embafiador* ibid, deftrous of 
making an alliance with that court* iv. 292* 
his favourite wife of the christian religion, 
iv. 293. marches with his troops ag?uftft 
his brother, iv* 298 defeated by his bro- 
ther, iv. 207* fturrenders himfelf* is put to 
death, ibid, his fhort and unhappy reign*. 
ibid, his character, ibid. 

Aman ola defeats die troops going to the 
relief of Isfahan* iii. 129. his great cruelty, 
iii. 153. enters Csdbm, ibid.- treats the in- 
habitants with great rigour, iii. 157. wound- 
ed in the ktfurredion at Cafbin* and makes- 
his efcape* iii. 138* his pretentions to a lhare 
of the treafure and fovereignty* iii. 183. 
compromifed, iii. 1 84. affronted by Maghmud, 
iiL 21 1* put to death by order of Aflireff, 
iii. 218. 

Amu a. aslan khan acquaints Shah Taeh- 
mas of AfhrcfPs defign to feize his peifon* 
iii. 224. faves himfelf by flight, iii. 225* ac- 
knowledges the fbvereignty of Adil Shah* iv* 
290. an officer of great experience, ibid* a 
favourite and copy of Nadir* iv, 290* 293. 
revolts from Add Shah, iv. 293. fends a 
body of Afghans to, pillage, the. Englifh fac- 
tors in Relhd, iv. 293- promotes the rebel- 
lion of Ibrahim Myrza* ibid, expeds the 
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titecfel* <fefchfc!f, ibid. &xt 6ff »y IbfcSwh 
Myfaa, iv. 298. 

All AiKA, Vaii of, life condti» at thfe baffle of 
Glilnabad* Hi. io6,tb?, td&. Ms $eech at 
tteDiv^hftftMrt^Mtt^S fii. in. made 
gbvfcfftor df IsfaMfen-, Hi. 1 ii. his treachery, 
Hi.- 11^, 123* 1*4, *2«fc 131. his artifices 
and evafidnsj Hi. 1^7. cdiidemne# by Mftgh- 
ntedf 6 perpetual imjfrifbriment, Hi. 151. 

AftABiAfta, rebel againft the Perfian govern- 
iftent* to. i#f. t*rt> tribes revolt from the 
'fuffe, Iv. l%i. are defeated bySuliman, 
ibid, turbulent and inconftaftt, ibid, pover- 
ty fbg beft expedient to keep them htimble, 
ibid. 

Afcifcgn iAj tiife. -adventtfres of the pretended 
fucceflbr to that kingdom, iii. 40. great bait 
df fliis country brought under the TurkHh 
yoke* Hi. 195. 

ARfcEKiAN patriarch, Nadirs extraordinary 
cofrftift td*rards hint, hr. 2 16. 

Armenians, a colony feWed- at Jidfo, iii. 
1 15. in a fhrivirtg cohdithftT, ibid, dl fl r u ft- 
ed by the Perfians, iii 117. taxed by'Magh- 
mud, iii. 165. heads' of three of them cut off, 
ibid, badly ufed by Taehmas Shah, iii. 191. 
priefts read the red gofpel over Maghmud. 

* Hi. 209. gain viclofry over the Turks, iii. 
252. diftreffed by Nadir's taxes, leave their 
habitations, iv. 230. 

Arnaud, of Marfeilles, ranfoms Topal Of- 
man frotfn flavery^ iv. 102. vifftsOfnran, then 
the grand vizir, iv. 105. 

Arsaces fucceeds his' father Darius, iii. 10. 
takes the rfairfe of Artaxerxes II. ibid, from 
Ms* great melnory called Mnemon, ibid, in 
his reign the famous retreat of Xenbphon, 
ibid, he dies, ibid. 

Arses, advanced to the throne by Bagoas, iii. 
11. aflaffinated. ibid. 

Arsites difputes the crown with Darius, iii. 
16. gains tw6 victories, ibid, his foldiers cor- 
rupted, he is put to death, ibid. 

Artaxerxes^ the fon of Xerxes, afcendsr the 

• throne, iii. 8. 

Artemisicm, the Grecians obtain a vi&6ry 

• over the Perfians at fea, iir. 7. 
A^HftFFF, his father deprived of his life and 

throne by Maghriiud, iif. 134: behaves with 
prudence and valour, ibid, is condemned 'by 
Maghrfiud, iii. 135. is acquitted, iii. 135, 



I J6. otfife t»t± army, hi. 148. rtfarfts from 
Kandanar much beloved, iii. 165. chofeh ful- 
tanof Perfia, iii. 211. his character, iii. 215. 
caufes the guards and confidents of Magh- 
mud to be put to death, iii. 215. his artful 
tefcavUftir to Shah HufflSnjin. 2i£. puhiftfes 
the coh$iratoft wh6 placed him on the 
throne-," in. 218. his cruelty to his brother, 
iii. 221. endeavours to render himfeff popu- 
lar by the hiildnefe of his adminrftratioh, 
ibid, and to haire his fovereignty ackrtow- 
ledged in Kandahar, iii. 242. forms a de- 
ften of fetelng Shah Taelinias, ibid, takes 
Koofrt, ill. 225. niaflacres the Peffidfi lords 
who had difclofed hisdefigns uporiTsehmas,. 
lit 226; terrified by the Ottoman, arms, 
fehcb an embaflador to the Port, iii. 235, 
fortifies Isfahan, iii. 244* marches an army 
td meet Achfftfed Bafha, iii. 245. his flrata- 
gem to avoid a battle with the Turks, iii. 
246. gains a victory over the Turks,- iii.. 
2^48. his artful behaviour to thfcm. iii. 250. 
his prudent administration; iii. 253. con- 
cludes a treaty of peace with the port, iii.. 
254. fends an embaffador to Constantinople, 
iv. 2fc. marches- to Damgoon, and is de- 
feased, hr. 28; 29. retreats to Isfahan*, and 
incamps at Mourtchakhor, iv. 29.. defeated 
at that place, iv. 31. murders Shah Huflein,, 
and flies from Isfahan, iv. 32. marches to 
Shirafsi rv. 37- is defeated there, iv. 38. his 
flight, diftrefs, and death, iv 39, 40. uftirpation » 
of the Afghans ended, iv. 40. 
Assyrian empire, the firft monarchy, iii. 1.. 
AsTABAT,the Turks defert the Perfians here,, 

iv. 42. 
Astrabad, rebellion in this province, iv. 
244. Mahommed Haflan choftn for their 
leader, ibid, takes the capital, feizes Nadir's . 
treafure, and plunders the Britifh caravan, , 
iv. 245, defeated by the Shah's troops, ibid. . 
the province ruined by this rebellion, ibid. . 
the amount of the lofs by the plunder of the 
Britifh caravan paid by Nadir's order to the- 
factors, ibid. 
Athemat dqulet, prime.minifter, confin- 
ed, and his eyes put out, iii. 73. articles of 
accufarlort againft hirti, iii. j$, his anlwer. 
and defence, iii. 76, &c> his death and cha- 
racter,. in. 82, &a 
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Avarice, its efFe&s, iv. 233: aninftance of 
it in the Turkiih Bafhas, iv. 253. 

B. 

Babulu khan, governor of Khorafan, re- 
ceives Nadir in the ftation of a gentleman- 
ufher, iv. 5. negledls Nadir, iv. 7. difgraces 
him, iv. 8. 

Babylon revolts from the king of Periia, iii. 
5. is .befieged, and taken by a ftratagem of 
Zopyrus, ibid. 

Bactiarians, their country invaded by the 
Turks, iii. 231. a divifion between the Bac- 
tiariansf and Lorians, iii. 231. fpirit of diflen- 
fion brings on the difgrace of both nations, 
ibid, the Ba&iarians and Balouchees revolt 
from Nadir, iv. 239, 240. 

Bagdat, its fituation on the Tigris, iv. 78. 
its antiquity, fortification, and inhabitants, 
iv. 79, 80. befieged by Kouli Khan, iv. 81. 
a great Turkiih army affemble here in de- 
fiance againft Nadir, iv. 131. 

Bagoas kills Ochus, king of Periia, iii. n. 
places Arfes on the throne, ibid, caufes him 
and his family to be ailaffinated, ibid, is 
compelled to drink the poifon he had pre- 
pared for the king Darius Codomanus, ibid. 

Bassora, under alarm from the Arabs, iv. 
222. threatened with a fiege from the Per- 
fians, iv. 223: the fwelling of the Euphra- 
tes occafions an inundation and an epide- 
mical diforder, iv. 253. befieged by the 
Perfians, iv. 237. plunder, ilaughter, and 
other confequences, ibid. 

Bender abassi, the Afghans repulfed, iii. 
♦ 189. 

Bengal, the Vakeel, his farcafm, iv. 186. 
kills himfelf and family with poifon, ibid. 

Ben-isfahan, the gallant behaviour of its 
inhabitants, iii. 189. defeat the Afghans, iii. 
167. furrenders by capitulation, iii. 166, 
J67. 



C. 



Cabul, befieged by Nadir, iv. 151. taken 
by ftorra, ibid, puts Nadir in poffeffion of 
great treafure, jv. 152. the key of the 
northern parts of India, iv. 155. 

Cameyses fends Cyrus to afliil Cyaxares, 
iii. 2. 



Cambysbs, fon of Cyrus, afcendt the throne 
of Periia, iii. 3. fubdues the Egyptians, ibid, 
invades Ethiopia, iii. 4* his troops destroy- 
ed by famine, ibid, caufes his brother 
Smerdis to be murdered, ibid, deflroys 
Thebes, ibid, caufes his fitter Meroe to be 
murdered, iii. 4. hi* great cruelty, ibid, 
many of his great officers buried alive, 
ibid, ihoots his cup-bearer through the 
heart, ibid, an impoftor ufurps his crown, 
ibid, dies of an accidental wound by his 
own fword, iii. 5. fuppofed to be Aha- 
fuerus mentioned in fcripture, ibid. 

Cara achmed, made general of the Tur- 
kiih army, iv. 120. 

Cars, the Turks, defeated by the Perfians, 
iv. 253. 

Casbin, ceded to Aman Ola, iii.. 153. it 
furrenders to him, ibid, the inhabitants 
drive away the Afghans, iii. 157. furrenders 
to the Turkiih general, iii. 241. declares for 
AihrefF, iii. 244. 

Cashan, furrendered to Zeberdeft Khan, iii. 
184. 

Chantrou, Nadir's paffage obftru&ed for 
want of a bridge, iv. 200. 

Cimon, his fuccefs againft the Perfians, iii. 
8. carries the plunder to Athens, ibid, com- 
pels the Perfians to accept of peace, iii. 9. 
' Cligi, a tribe of the Afghans, almoft de- 
ftroyed by Mahommed. iii. 23. 

Cohkilan, Khan of, in full march to relieve 
Isfahan, iii. 132. is attacked by the Af- 
ghans, ibid, returns to his province, ibid. 
Maghmud lofes a great part of his army in 
attempting to reduce this province, iii. 190. 

Constantinople, great rejoicings on the 
victory of the Turks' over the Perfians, iii. 

197- 
Crjescjs, taken prifoner by Cyrus, iii. 2. re- 

ftored to his throne, ibid. 
Cyrus the great, the Perftan empire found- 
ed by him, iii. 1. his defcent, iii. 2. gains a 
vi&ory over the Babylonians, ibid, a fecond 
time victorious, ibid, takes Sardis, and makes 
Crsefus king of Lydia prifoner, ibid, fub- 
dues the Lefler Afia, and other countries, 
ibid, puts Balihazar and his courtiers to the 
fword, ibid, fulfils the pfophefy of Daniel, 
ibid, is the fole monarch of the empire of 
Periia, iii. 3. publiihes an edi& for the 

building 
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building the temple of Jerusalem, ibid, his 
character and death, ibid. 
Cyrus, Darius's fon, his father leaves him 
the dominion* of the Lefler Afia, iii. 10. 



D. 



Dacistan, the Ruffian general arrives here, 
iv. 226. the Lefgees apply to him, ibid. 
Nadir meets with a repulfe here, iv. 236, 
238. 

Damgoon, die Afghans defeated here by the 
Perfians, iv. 30. 

Darius, fon of Hyftafpes, eleded king, iii. 
5. marries two of the daughters of Cyrus, 
ibid, orders the temple of Jerufalem to be 
built, ibid, requires the Jewifh priefts to 
pray for him, ibid, takes Babylon, ibid, 
caufes 3000 citizens to be impaled, and their 
walls to be demolifhed, iii. 6. invades 
Scythia, iii. 6. refreats, ibid, invades In- 
dia, and fubdues the Ionians, ibid, fends 
Mardonius againft the Athenians, ibid, in- 
vades Greece, and becomes mailer of the 
iflands in the JEgesm fea, ibid, his death, iii. 7. 

Darius furnamed Codomanus, king of Per- 
fia, iii. 11. compels Bagoas tp drink the 
poifon he had prepared lor him, ibid, an 
accomplifhed prince, ibid, the Grecians 
unite againft him, ibid, marches to meet 
Alexander, iii. 12. defeated, and his wife, 
mother and children made prifoners, ibid. 

Dehlie, the Indian army pitch their tents in 
this neighbourhood, iv. 158. die caftle and 
city in Nadir's hands, iv. 172. a mob kills 
Perfian horfemen, iv. 176. maflacre in this 
city, iv. 176. 

Derbend, the inhabitants fuffer by famine, 
iv. 226. Nadir marches from hence to 
Mogan, iv. 236. the Lefgees alarm the 
garrifon, iv. 241. and diftrefs the city, iv. 
242. 

Devran khan, prime minifter of India, en- 
mity between him and Nizam Al Muluck, 
iv. 140. they command the Indian army, 
iv. 158. he is wounded and dies, iv. 166, 
167. 

E. 

Elephants, at the head of the Indian army, 
iv. 166. the ftratagem ufed by Nadir to op- 
pofe thefe animals, ibid. 
Vol. IV. 



Emir remse, comes to the throne of Pelfia, 
iii. 17. murdered by the contrivance of his 
brother, ibid. 

Emir khan, general of Ibrahim's artillery, 
joins his opponents, iv. 299. turns the can- 
non upon him at Tarihiram, and difperies 
his army, ibid. 

Erjetria, deftroyed by Darius, iii. 6. 

Erivan, the capital of Armenia, befieged 
by the Turks, iii. 192, 193. furrenders by 
capitulation, iii. 194. taken by Kouli Khan, 
iv. 121. a great battle fought near it between 
the Perfians and Turks, iv. 252. the latter 
defeated, ibid. 

Erzeroum, the Turks alarmed at Nadir's 
demands, aflemble an army near this place, 
iv. 230. 

Ethiopians, invaded by Cambyfes, iii. 4. 

Evangelists, Nadir orders a translation to 
be made into Perfic, iv. 217. 

European traders, at Isfahan, heavy contri- 
butions laid upon them by Maghmud, iii. 
164. 

Ezadallah, kills his father, and is acknow- 
ledged chief of the tribe, iii. 62. defeats 
the Perfian army, and takes Herat, ibid, 
obtains a great vt&ory over the Perfians, iii* 
66. 

F. 

False glory, reflexions on its bad confe- 
quences, iv. 266. 

Farabad, a country palace near Isfahan, iii. 
114. a defcription of it, ibid, the Afg- 
hans take pofleffion of it, ibid. 

Fendoun, khan of the Kourds, commands 
Shah Taehmas's troops, iii. 171. his cru- 
elty, ibid, defeated by the Afghans, ibid* 

G. 

Galitzen knez, Ruffian embaffador, a let- 
ter from Koulifa to him, on Adil Shah's ac- 
ceffion to the throne, iv. 290. 

Georgians, their famous retreat from Kan- 
dahar, iii. 49, 50. no affiftance given by 
them to Shah Huflet?, iii. 133. the Turks 
have a view to Georgia, iii. 175. it is 
brought under their dominion, iii. 178. 
courage of a woman of this country, iii. 
186. dependents' of the ancient Iberians, 
iv. 113. a defcription of them, iv. 113, 
Rr 114. 
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1 14. rcfufe fending the Tons of their nobi- 
lity to Nadir's camp, iv. I58. a brsue ~ 
people, and capable of great defigns, iv. 300. 

Ghiez, its fituation, iii. 165, 106. befieged 
and taken, iii. 166. of great fervice to the 
Afghans, ibid. 

Ghilan, fubdued by Peter the Great, iii. 
178. this and other towns on the Cafpiaft 
yielded to the Czar by treaty, 181. iii. 

Ghulp^igan, a town attached to Taehmas, 
iii. 170. befieged by Maghmud, ibid, ob- 
liged to fubmit to him, iii. 172. 

Grecians obtain a victory over the Perfian 
fleet, iii. 7. 

Gurghin-khan, prince of Georgia, his 
chara&er, iii. 27, 28. made governor of 
Kandahar, and oppreffes that province, iii. 
28. fends Mir-vafs to Isfahan, iii. 30 his 
condud on the return of Mir- v a is, iii. 42. 
demands the daughter of Mir-vais, iii. 43. 
Mir-vais gains his confidence, iii. 45. maf- 
facred with all his retinue, iii. 47. 

Gulnabad, an account of the battle be- 
twixt the Perfians and Afghans, iii. 106. 
the Vali of Arabia's condud cenfured, iii. 
•107, 108 the caufe of the fuccefs of the 
Afghans, iii. 108. 

H. 

Ham ad an, befieged by the Turks, iii. 196. 
a treaty of peace concluded here between 
the Turks and Afghans, iii. 254. taken by 
Kouli Khan, iv. 41. a battle here, where- 
in the Turks are victorious over the Perfi- 
ans, iv. 43. this town again in the hands of 
die Turks, ibid. 

Heeaclius, a Georgian prince, prevails in 
Perfia, iv. 300. improbability of eftablifh- 
ing him as king, ibid. 

Herat, independent of Perfia, iii. 63. go- 
verned by Ezadallah, ibid. 

Hussein, Icing of Perfia, his chara&er, iii. 
30. willing to quit all pretenfions to Kan- 
dahar, iii. 58. prepares to attack the Ab- 
dollees and Oufbegs, iii. 64. prefides at the 
Divan, at the trial of the A thereat Doulet, 
iii. 75. convinced of the innocence of this 
xninifter, yet pardons his accufers, iy. 84. 
grants a peace to the Lefgees, iii. 87. ar- 
rival of the Turkifli embaffador, iii. 89. 
fends an embaflador to Conftantinople, iii. 



92. frightened by various prefages, returns 
to Isfahan, iir. 92. calls a council after the 
battle df Gulnabad, iii. no. rejeflb the 
propofals fent by Maghmud, iii. 124. beha- 
viour during the fiee;e of Isfahan, iii. 137. 
infatuated by the artifice of the Vali of A- 
rabia, iii. 138. his defigned negotiation 
refufed by Maghmud, iii. 140. refigns the 
empire to the conqueror, iii. 144. the ce- 
remony of his abdication, iii. 145. re- 
duced to the number of five women, iii. 152. 
ratifies his abdication, ibid, the bloody mur- 
der of his children by Maghmud, iii. 407. 
his numerous offspring and unbounded vo- 
luptuoufnefs, iii. 208. gi^esan abdication to 
Afhreff, iii. 217. murdered by him, iv. 32. 
Hussein khan, brother of Maghmud, com- 
mands at Kandahar, iv. 147 the town is 
blockaded by Nadir, iv. 149. offers to ac- 
knowledge Nadir's Sovereignty, ibid, is con- 
firmed in his government, iv. 148. 



I. 



Ibrahim basha, grand vizir, put to death, 
iv. 48. leaves immenfe riches, iv. 48. his 
body dragged at a horfe's tail, iv. 49. 

Ibrahim khan, Nadir's brother, engages 
the Lefgees and is killed, iv. 148. 

Ibrahim myrza, fent by his brother Adil 
Shah to Isfahan to raife recruits, iv. 387. 
revolts, iv. 294, 295, 296. defeats his bro- 
ther, and puts him to death, iv. 297. in 
difficulties for want of money and provifions» 
iv. 298. fends Emir Khan to. Taehiran, 
who joins Ibrahim's opponents, iv. 199. his 
army difperfed and himfelf cut off, iv. 299. 

Jews return to their own country, iii. 3. 

Imam, or head of the Mahommedans, the 
Grand Signtor the only one, iii. 238. que- 
ries to the Mufti concealing it, iii, 239^ an- 
fwers of the Mufti, iii. 239, 240. 

Indian of Cabul, his prudence and great ge- 
nius, iii. 219. ufed in a refpedful manner 
by Maghmud, ibid, his eftate confiscated 
byA(hreff,ibid. 

India, meafures taken by that court to op- 
pofe the Perfian army, iv. 153. difcord a- 
mong the Indian chiefs, iv. 154. the pomp 
and number of the Indian army, iv. 158. 
it incamps in the plains of Karnal, iv. 159. 
defeated by Nadir, iv. 167. the lofs of the 

Indians, 
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Indians* iv. 167. diftrefs of their camp, iv. 
167, 168. number flain by the Perfians in 
marauding, iv. 172. die oarbarous treat- 
ment of the Indians by the Perfians in 
collecting the contributions, iv. 187. the 
treafiire amafled on this occafion, iv. 188. 
value of the damage done by Nadir to 
the Indians, iv. 197, 198. Indian and Ar- 
menian merchants burnt alive by Nadir, iv. 

258. 

Indus, the mod considerable river in Afia, 
except die Ganges, iv. 161. its courfe of 
great extent, ibid. 

Ionians, fubdued by Darius, iv. 6> 

Ispahan, ftate of it after the battle of Gul- 
nahad, iii. 111. the fituation and extent of 
this city, iii. 121. its river and bridges, ibid. 
its magnificence, and great number of in- 
habitants, iii. 222.fuSers by famine, iii. 137, 
139. great defertion, iii. 139. its dreadful cir- 
cumftances by famine, iii. 142. the people 
eat human flefli, iii. 143. furrender of the ' 
city, iii. 145. barbarities of the Afghans, 
Hi. 159, 160, 161, 162. a new colony of 
Afghans arrive from Kandahar, iii. 167. 
retaken by the Periian army, iv. 33. cruel- 
ties committed here by Nadir, i. 258. 

Ismabl pofiefles the Perftan throne, iii. .15. 
one of the greateft kings of the eaft, ibid. 

Ism a el H. comes to the crown of Perfia, iii. 
16. (but up in prifon, ibid, puts his brother 
to death, ibid, dies by poifon, iii- 17. 

Ismail HI. pofiefles the crown of Perfia, iii. 
18. his throat cut by a barber, ibid. 

Ismael beg, fent embaflador to Ruffia, iii. 
180. concludes a treaty, iii. 181. the par- 
ticulars of that treaty, ibid. 

Ispiri zade, the Grand Signior's chaplain, 
his character, iv. 50. affifts the rebels in the 
confpiracy, ibid. 

Julfa; taken by the Afghans, iii. 114, when 
built and inhabited, iii. 115. 



Kalat, the great repofitory of treafure fur- 
rendered to Adil Shah, iv. 286. 

Kandahar, that province fubmirs to Akbar, 
iii. 25. recovered by Shah Abas, ibid, falls 
again into the hands of the Indians, ibid, a 



ftrong barrier between Perfia and India, iii- 
26. taken by Shah Abas, ibid, befieged by 
the Moghol, ibid, reftitution demanded* 
iii. 27. the rebellion here extinguifhed, iii; 
28. a caravan arrives from hence to Magh - 
mud, iii. 203. 

Ksrkoud, the Turks defeat Kouli Khan 
here, iv. 86, 87. 

Khalbelli khan, a relation of Nadir 
Shah, the mutual confidence between him- 
and the governor of Farfiftan, iv. 240. 

Kherman, Nadir's great barbarities here, 
iv. 259. . . 

Khieva. and Bokhara taken by Nadir, i<v 
206. he takes from thence many thoufand 
Perfians and Oufbegs, iv. 207. 

Khorasan, once favoured by Nadir, iv. 258. 
in the fame mifery as other parts of Perfia, 
iv. 258. 

Khosroff khan, fent againft the Afghans,, 
hi. 53. obtains a vi&ory over them, iii. 54. 
lays nege to Kandahar, iii. 55, 56. his de- 
feat and death, iii 56. his hiftory and cha- 
racter, ibid. 

Khudayar khan, governor of Pekier, re- 
fufes to acknowledge Nadir's fovereignty, 
iv. 202. capitulates, and gives up his riches, 
iv. 204. 

Kislar, fubjefl: to the Ruffians, iv. 226. 
built on the Perfian territories, ibid, the 
Ruffians order troops hither, ibid. 

Koom, Shah Hufiein's children buried here, 
iii. 218. furrenders to AfhrefF by capitula- 
tion, iii. 225. 

Koular agassi, named Almas, endeavours 
to fave himfelf by flight, iii. 216. is over- 
taken, and put to the rack, ibid, he flays 
his wife, and ftabs himfelf, ibid, his charac- 
ter, ibid. 

Koulifa, embaflador in Ruffia, his letter to- 
Knez Galitzen, the Ruffian embaflador, iv. 
290. 

Kourds, a feftlefs people, iii. 63. commit 
robberies under the walls of Isfahan, iii. 63. 

Kummer o'din khan, the Indian vizir, 
treated with feverrty, iv. 186. obliged to pay 
a great contribution, ibid, his fecretary poi- 
fons himfelf, ibid, remarkable ftory of hi&> 
ion, iv. 190, 191. 

Lahor, 
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1^AH01L> a fertile province in India, iv. 161. 
the town of Lahor taken by Nadir, iv. 162. 
he refreflies his army, iv. 163. its contri- 
bution to Nadir, iv. 199. 

X/AR, the capital of Lariltan, taken and plun- 
dered, iii. 189. 

TtEilam, the two battles here between the 
Perfians and Turks, iv. 97, 98. 

Xeonidas, kins of Sparta, defends the ftrait 
at Thermopylae, ibid. 

Lesgees, a ixout, hardy people, iv. 224* put 
Nadir's army in confufion, ibid, attack his 
tent, and take away fome of his treafure and 
women, ibid, make great havock among 
the Perfians, afterwards repulfed, iv. 225. 
their letter to the Ruffian general, iv, 226. 
the number of their troops, iv. 227. oblige 
'Nadir to return into Perfia, iv. 227, 228. 
fend two embafladors to Constantinople, iv. 
249'. offer to ferve as the Swifs ferve the 
French, iv. 250. See Tartars. 

Loristan, VaJi of, his conduit at the bat- 
tle of Gulnabad, iii. 107. is declared genc- 
raliffimo by Shah Hufiein, iii. 113. his 
love to his country, iii. 128. makes an in- 
curfion into the territory of Bagdat, iii. 232. 
his two daughters attend him m this expe- 
dition, ibid. 
Lutf ali khan, the Perflan general, beats 
the rebels, iii. 71. lays contributions <Jn the 
inhabitants of Kherman, ibid, fent prifoner 
Co court, and his army difperfed, iii. 72. his 
domeftic enemies cabal againft him, iii. 73. 
refolves to ferve Taehmas, iii. 170. barba- 
roufly murdered, iii. 173. 

. M. 

Macon, taken by furprife, iii. 172. 

Maharrattas, make incufions into the 
MoghoPs dominions, iv. 130. 

Mahommed Shah, the great Moghol at the 
head of his army, in perfon, iv. 158. de- 
feated by the Perfians, iv. 167. gives power 
to treat with the Perfian monarch, iv. 168. 
his interview with Nadir, iv. 170, 171. his 
treafure and military cheft brought to Na- 
dir, iv. 171. delivers himfelf and his efFe&s 
£nto Nadir's hands, iv, 172. he marches from 



Karnal, iv. 173. enters the city of Defalie, 
iv. 174. receives prefents from Nadir, iv. 
191. his ceffion to Nadir of all the country 
on the weft of the Indus, iv. 192, &c. aa- 
vice given by Nadir to die Moghol, iv. 195. 

Mahommed, founder of the dynafty of die 
Gaznavids, defeats the Cligi, iii. 23. defeat- 
ed by them, iii. 24. are almoft extirpated by 
him, iii. 24. 

Mahommed, nephew of Achmed, declared 
ful tan of Turkey, iv. 51. his behaviour to 
Patrona, who raifed him to the throne, ibid. 

Mahommed bash a, general of the Turkifh 
army, advances to Cars, iv. 251. joins Ab- 
dallah Kouproli, ibid, marches to Erivan, 
ibid, defeated by the Perfians, iv. 252* 
flain in a fecond engagement, iv. 253; 

Mahommed furrukhsir, the great Mog- 
hol, his minifters acquire an unlimited au- 
thority, iii. 68. they feize his perfon, and 
deprive him of his fight, ibid. 

Mahommed hassan, heads the rebellion 
at Aftrabad, iv. 244. 

Mahommed khan balouche declares for 
Taehmas Shah at Shirafs, iv. no. defeated 
by Kouli Khan, iv. in. hangs himfelf, ibid. 

Mahommed khoda-bende, accepts of the 
crown of Perfia, iii. 17. puts three of his 
brothers to death, ibid, his character and 
reign, ibid. 

Mahommed kouli khan, attacked by the 
Turks in patting a river, iii. 197. 

Mahommed zamon khan, governor of the 
Abdollees, iii. 62. routed at Herat, ibid. 

Mahommedans, two feds among them, iii. 
35. their different tenets, ibid. 

Marathon, the Perfians defeated in that 
battle, iii. 6. 

Mardonius, fent by Darius againft the A- 
thenians, iii. T>. retreats over the Helles- 
pont, ibid, is killed in the battle of Plate*, 
iii. 8. 

Ma scats, take pofieiEon of Baharain, iii. 
68. attack the Portuguefe fleet, ibid. 

Mecca and Medina, in the former Mahom- 
med was born, and in the latter buried, iiL 
238. 

Megabysus, makes the Macedonians tribu- 
tary to Perfia, iii. 6. 

Meluck-maghmud, governor of Segeftan, 
marches to the relief of Isfahan, iii. 146. is 
corrupted by prefents, iii. 141. concludes a 

treaty, 
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- treaty, and makes himfelf matter of Khora- 
fan, ibid. 

Me roe, murdered by order of her brother 
Cambyfes, iii. 4. 

Me scat, the Imam depofed, flies with his 
family and treafure, iv. 229. the Perfians 
enter this city, ibid, are lurprized by the 

* Arabs, and put to the fword, ibid, the Mef- 
. cats vi&orious at fea, ibid. 

Mesched, Shah Taehmas, enters in triumph, 
iv. 19.- his devotion in this city, iv. 20. 
great barbarities committed here by Nadir, 
iv. 259, 260. 

Military exploits, reflexions on their vanity, 
iv. 212, &c. the confequences of fuch ex- 
ploits, iv. 238. 

Milti ades, defeats the Perfians in the battle 
of Marathon, iii. 6. 

Mim bashi, a certain perfon,,his fkill in the 
ufe of the fabre, extraordinary, iv. 277. 
made a Khan, ibid. Nadir's way of trying 
his virtue, ibid, his pretence for ftrangling 
the Khan, ibid, attacks the Shah with a 
fabre, iv. 278. 

Mir-ab d all ah, brother to Mir-vais, fuc- 
ceeds to the government of the Afghans, 
iii. 59. defigns to fubje& Kandahar to Per- 
fia, iii. 6a 

MiR-MAGHMuD, Mir-vais's fon, murders 
his uncle, and is chofen king of Kandahar, 
iii. 61. enters Kherman with his army, iii. 
71. is defeated by Lutf Ali Khan, ibid, 
raifes an army, iii. 97. matches to Kher- 
man, and takes that city, iii. 98. lays fiege 

. to Yezd, but is obliged to retire, iii. 100. 
arrives at Gulnabad, iii. 10 1, 102. defeats the 
Perfians there, iii. 108. incamps atCheereftan, 
iii. 114. attacks Isfahan, iii. 122, 123. re- 
pulfed at the bridge of Shirafs, iii. 123. fends 
propofals of peace, iii. 124, 125. pillages 
the diftrift of Isfahan, iii. 125, 126. his an- 
fwer to the propofal of a negotiation, iii. 
140. the empire of Perfia refigned to him, 
iii. 144. receives the diadem, and takes 
pofleflion of Isfahan, iii. 145, 146. his ce- 
, remony of proceffion on afcending the 
throne, iii 148, 149. receives homage from 
Shall HtuTein, and the grandees of Perfia, 
ibid, regulates the civil policy, iii. 150, 
confirms the Perfians in their employments, 
' ibid, punifhes thofe who had been unfaith- 
ful to Shah Huflein, iii, 151. his behaviour 
Vol. IV. 



after the inhabitants of Caftrin revolt, iii. 
158. murders the Perfian lords and their 
children, iii. 159, 160, 161. more -maiTacres 

« and barbarities committed by him, iii. 161; 
takes Ghulpaigan, iii. 160, 172. lofes a 
great part of his army in Cohkilan, iii. 190* 
raifes new troops, and beficges Yezd, iii. 
203. is obliged to raife the fiege, iii. 204. 
jealous of AlhrefF, iii. 205. undergoes a re- 
ligious penance, iii. 206. murders Huf- 
fcin's children, iii. 207. falls into a delirium, 
.the Armenian priefts read the gofpel over 
him, iii. 208, 209. ' his frightful condition, 
iii. 209. his miferable death and character, 

. iii. 212, &c. 

Mir-vais, his power among the Afghans, 
iii. 129. his character, ibid, fent to Isfahan, 
iii. 30. the ftate of Perfia when he came to 
court, iii. 23. his intrigues, iii. 33, 34: he 

foes to Mecca, iii. 35. propofes political 
oubts to the Mullahs, iii. 36. returns to 
Isfahan, ibid, his arts to alarm the court, iiL 
37, 38. raifes a fufpicion againft Gurghin 
Khan, is fent back to his own country, iii. 
41, 42. engages the Afghans to revolt, iii. 
44. maflacres Gurghin Khan, takes poffef- 
fion of Kandahar, iii. 47. deputies fent to 
him from the Perfian court, iii. 51, 52. de- 
feats the Khans of Herat and Tavris, iiL 
53. the province of Kandahar intirely re- 
duced, iii. 57. his death and character, iii. 

.57- 

Moghol, the ftate of his dominions before 

Nadir's expedition into India, iv. 138, &c 

See Mahomed shah. 
Mosul, befiged by the Perfians, iv. 139. they 

raife the fiege, ibid. 
Mourtchakhor, the Afghans defeated by 

the Perfians here, iv. 31. 
Mullah bashi, high-prieft in Perfia, his 

fpeech at the election of Kouli Khan as king, 

iv. 126. is put to death, iv. 127. 
Muntisiks, a tribe of Arabians, throw off 

the Turkifh. yokq, iv. 221. their character, 

iv. 221, 222. 
Mustapha effendi, the Grand Signior's 

embaflador, concludes the peace with Na- 
dir, iv. 256. the conditions of die peace, 

ibid, the pompous titles a/Turned by thefe 

two potentates, ibid. 
Mustapha khan, and Coffim Khan, of z 

virtuous character, favoured by Nadir, iv. 
S f • 276* 
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4*6, fj*j. Muftaoha Khan diftinguifhei for 
bts honefty, iv. 284. at Nadir's death on an 
embafly to Conftantmople, ibid. 
Myrza mehtje, the affair of tranflating the 
evangelifts put under his dire&ion, iv. 217. 
fummons Armenian bifhops, Romifh miF- 
iionaries, and Perfian mullahs, to meet him 
at Isfahan, ibid, the manner this tranflation 
Was made, iv. 218. fintfhed in fix months, 
ibid, prefented to. Nadir, his reflexions upon 
ky ibid. 
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Nachivan, the Armenians here invite (he 
Turks into their country, iii. 194. brought 
under the Turkifh yoke, iii. 198. 

Nadir kouli, the meaning of his name, iv. 
2. where born, iv. 3. his father's fttuation, 
ibid, bred a fhepherd, ibid, obliged to gather 
flicks for a fupport, ibid, is carried into captir 
vity by the Oufbegs, iv. a. returns to Khora- 
fen,ibid. a companion of robbers, ibid, enters 
into the fervice of a Beg, ibid, murders his 
fellow-courier, ibid, alfo his mafter the Beg, 
and marries his daughter, iv. 5. retires with 
Her into the mountains, ibid, enters hito the 
fervice of Babul u Khan, ibid, noted for cou- 
rage, addrefs, and perfonal ftrength, ibid, 
commands an expedition againft the OuP> 
begs, iv. 7. acquires honour, and is dif- 
graced, iv. 7, 8. retises to Kaelat, iv. 9. re- 
treats to the mountains for the third time,, 
ibid, robs for feveral years, ibid, join- 
ed by the troops of Sef O Dia Beg, iv. 10*. 
a pardon obtained fo^ Nadir, iv. 11. goes 
to Kadat, murders his. uncle, and takes the 
fortrefs of Kadat, ibid, wages war againft - 
the Afghans, iv. 12, 13* takes Nichabur, 
and reinforces his army, , ibid, obtain* the. 
Shah's pardon at Farabad, iv. 14. ' joins his 
forces with thofe under- Fatey Ali Khan' 
Khajar, iv. 15, 16. Nadir kills this Khan,, 
and acquires die fole command, iv. 17, 18. 
conducts Shah Tsehmas to Nichabur and 
Mefohed, iv. 18, 19.. increafes his armyj. 
iv. 19. is named Taehmas by the Shah, iv. 
20. reduces Khorafan and Herat, iv. 22, 23. - 
returns in triumph to Mefched, iv. 23. en- 
gages Shah Taehmas to remain at Tsehiran, 
iv. 30. defeats the Afghans, and enters If- 
lihan, iv. 31, 36. obtains a vi&?ry over- 
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them at Shirsfe, iv $8. takes Hamadan imd 
Tavris, iv. 41. grants a truce to the Tuifc^ 
ibid, augments fits army in Khorafan, iv» 
64. difapproves of the peace the Shah made 
with the Turks, iv. 65, 66. makes his (bit 
governor of Khorafan, iv. 67. arrives at If- 
fahan, iv. 67. endeavours to vindicate his 
condu£t to the Shah, iv. 68. delivers letters 
accufing fome of his courtiers, iv. 69. in- 
trigues to depofe the Shah, hr. 70, 71. takes 
an oath to the infant king Abas, iv. 73. ad- 
vances his fons and brothers to the principal 
governments, iv. 74. his manifefto difclaim- 
mg the pfeace witn the Turks, ibid, fends 
an embaffador to RufHa, notifying the accef- 
fion of Abas to the throne of Perfia, iv. 76* 
marches with an army to Bagdat, iv. 77.* 
befieges this city, iv. 80, Sec. defeated by 
the Turks in the batde of Keikoud, hr. 8o,-, 
87. retires to Hamadan, iv. 93. recruits his 
army, iv. 94. his ftratagem, iv. 97. roots . 
the Turkifli army, iv. 98, 99. acquaints 
the Ruffian court of his-fuccefs, iv. "109. . 
defeats Mahommed Khan Balouche,iv. ni, 
marches into Georgia, and takes Teflis, iv.- 
112. takes Garrja and Shamakie, hr. 115,. 
116. the Ruffians make a treaty with him,, 
iv. 207. his foeech to an affembly of the 
chiefs of Perna, iv. 124. is declared king, 
iv. 125, 127.. the conditions of his accept- 
ing the diadem, iv. 127. coins money, atid« 
feizes the lands of the church, iv. 128, 129. 
takes the ufual oath at Cafbin,iv. 132. fends 
an embaffador to Turkey, iv. 132. marches * 
to Isfahan, iv. 135. makes preparations for. 
an expedition againft Kandahar, iv. 137. . 
how his chara&cr differs from that of Alex- 
ander the Great, iv. 143, &c. leaves Isfa- 
han, iv. 146. arrives at Kandahar* ibid, be* 
fieges the town, iv. 147. cauied a number 
of noufes to be built, ibid, correfponds with . 
difcontented lords in India, iv. 149. takes 
Cabul, iv. 151. his fcvere difcipHne by rip- 
ping open eighty foHiers, iv. 152. takes 
Cabul by ftorm, ibid, fends an embafly, and 
writes to die Indian emperor* iv. 154. cor- 
rupts the Indians with the plunder of Ca- 
bul, iv. 155. meets with difficulties in his. 
way to the river Indus, ibid, enters into 
a treaty with the mountaineers, iv. 156*. 
fends another embafly to the great Moghol, 
ibid, his pomp when 4rc enters, the Indian 
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territories, iv. 160. paflcs the river Indus* 
i*. 161. takes Jeminabad and Lahor, iv. 
162. arrives on the plains of Karnal, iv. 163. 
die number of his army in India, iv. 164. 
defeats the Indian army at Karnal, iv. 166. 
has an interview with the Indian minifters, 
iv. 168. his fpeech- to the Indian em- 
peror, iv. 170* gives* a gratuity to every 
foldier, iv. 173. marches from Karnal to 
Delhie, iv. 173, &c orders Delhie to be 
maflacred, iv. 176. his conduft after the 
maflacrc, hr. 178. large funis brought into 
his treafury, iv. 179. is diflatisfied with his 
fon's government in Perfia, iv. 180. fends a 
decree, confirming all governors and mad* 
flrates in their pofts till bis return, iv. 181. 
fends an embaffador to Turkey, iv. 182. the 
conditions his ernbafiador requires, ibid: 
pays his foldiers their arrears, with a gra- 
tuity, in his own coin ffcruck upon this~oc- 
oafion, ibid, makes prefents to the great 
Moghol and Indian lords, iv. 190, 191. his 
advice to the great Moghol, iv. 193* mar- 
ches from Dehlie, «r. 196.. puniihes de- 
ferters, ibid. an. inftance of his vanity and 
avarice, tv. 198, 199. feixes the plunder be- 
longing to his «wn -foldier*, iv. 201 . marches., 
to reunor, iv. 202. fends his treafures to 
Kaelat, iv. 205. reduces Khieva and Bok- 
hara, iv. 206,-207. his condu& to his hn r 
who makes an attempt on his life, iv 210, 
£11. arrives in the neighbourhood of Isfa- 
han, iv. 21 1, the aifii&ton for his darling 
fen, iv. 212. fends an embaflador to Ruflia, 
and another to Turkey, iv. 214, 215. re- 
news his claim to the provinces and cities 
formerly belonging to Perfia, hr. 215. re- 
duces the Arabian rebels and Oufbegs, ibid, 
orders a maufoleum to be built at Mefched, . 
iv. 216. aims at introducing a new religion 
into Perfia, iv. 216, 217. caufes a tranflation . 
of the four evangelifts to be made into Per- 
fie, iv. 217. marches againft the Lefgees, . 
and enters Dagiftan, iv. 224. difgufted with 
the Ruffian court, iv. 228. his cruelty ' to 
the people, Ibid, his avarice and cruelty . 
to the Persians by his exorbitant taxes, iv. . 
229, 230. demands from the Ottoman court 
the reftitution of the provinces in Armenia*. 
Afia Minor, and Georgia, iv. 231. writes a 
fetter to. the Grand Signior, and another to 
the Baflia a^Bagdat, iv. 232. . the. Turks 



dread his defignr againft diem, Jv # **£ 
declares himfelf a Sunni, ibid* his {dan of ^ 
campaign againft the Turks, iv. 238. pu- 
niihes the rebels in Farfiftan, iv. 243. orders 
the amount of the lofi of the Britifti caravan . 
to be paid, ibid, returns from Turkey into 
Perfia, iv. 245. marches hit army into the - 
Turkifh dominions, iv. 248. defeats the 
Turks in two battles, iv, 252, 253. makes 
a peace with them, iv. 254, &c. an embaf- 
fador fent from the Ruffian court to Nadir, , 
iv. 259. orders the fons of the nobles of 
Georgia to attend his camp,iv. 257. his pee-? 
vifhnefs and cruehy at Isfahan, iv. 258. fe- 
veral Indian and Armenian merchants burnt 
alive, iv. 258. intends to maffacre part of his 
own army, but is himfelf afiaffinated, iv. 
260, 261, 262. flaughter by the Tartars af- 
ter his death, .ibid, motives of Nadir's fup- 
pofed intention of a maffacre, ibid, reflexions 
upon his death and chara£ter; iv. 263* 266. 
age and reign, ibid, a great composition in 
his chara&er* iv. 266. his perfbn, ibid, his 
voice ftrong and fonorous, iv. 267. his cor- 
poral ftrength great, ibid, dexterity in the 
battle-ax, ibid, his memory andiuMwledge * 
of the genius of the Persians, . ibid, his fkiH l 
in the finances, ibid far advanced in life be- 
fore he learned to read, ir. 268. his diet and * 
dfeft, ibid, his 16 v e of women* ibid, hiede- 
teftation of fodomy, iv. 269. puniihed thofe 
that were fatirical upon him, iv. 270. 111- 
ftances of his avarice, i v. 27 1. it increased 
with his years, iv. 274. his jealoufy and dif- 
truft, ibid, his artful way of gaining the af- 
fe&ion of his army, iv. 278. his prudence, . 
refolution, and pretence in a£tion, . iv. 279. 
preferred • ftratagem to force, iv. 280. . 
made an ejaculatory prayer before a battle, . 
ibid, indefatigable in perfonal application, 
and the duty of a commander, ibid, pundual 
in paying hia army, -v. 281. the fcfo vender -" 
of cloth, and fome other commodities, to * 
them, ibid, capricious fometimes, pardoned . 
great offenders, ibid, his behaviour to his 
minifters, iv. 282. his conduct in the be- 
ginning of his reign, iv. 283. delivered Per- 
fia from the yoke of the Afghans, ibid, the ? 
motives that influenced his a&ions, ibid, 
reflexions on his tyranny by his nephew 
Adil Shah, iv. 287, 288. tyrannical go— 
Yerianentl^ reduced. Perfia, jv. 300 - 
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.Nazi, ull ah, defeats the Khan of Hama- 

: dan, iii. 162, 163. pillages feveral parts of 
Perfia, ibid, fent to Farfiftan, iii. 170. makes 
himfelf mafter of the towns of that pro- 
vince, iii. 185. is killed at the fiege of Shi- 
rals, ibid, his death and character, ibid, his 
monument ereded by Maghmud, iii. 186. 

Nesr aju myrza, Nadir's fecond fon, mar- 
ries the great Moghol's neice, iv. 188. de- 

. feats the. pretender Saun, iv. 242. falls a fa-, 
orifice to Adil Shah, iv. 285. 

Nisli mahommed aga envoy from the 
Grand Signior to Peter the Great, Hi. 173, 
his public egtry at Mofco, iii. 174. 

:Nizam al mjjluck, a chief in India, ac- 

. quaints Nadir of the affairs at the Mog- 
hol's court, iv. 142. an interview between 
him and Nadir, iv. 168. obliged to raife a 

. large contribution, iv. 185. 

O 

Dchus, called Darius Nothus, afcends the 
throne of Perfia, iii. 10. puts Arfites, and 
others, to death, ibid, reduces Egypt and 
Media, ibid, his death, ibid. 

Ochus, ton of Artaxerxes II. conceals his 
father's death, iii. 10. governs ten months 
in his father's name, iii. 1 1. makes a de- 

. cree for declaring himfelf king, ibid go- 
verns in his own name, ibid, a cruel, but a 
valiant prince, ibid, recovers Egypt, ibid, 
fubdues Syria and Cyprus, ibid, flain by 
Bagoas, ibid. 

O.USBEGS. See TARTARS. 
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T.atrona kalil, ajaniflary, brines about 
a revolution in Turkey, iv. 44. dethrones 
the Sultan, iv. 51. advances Mahommed, 
the Sultan's nephew, to the throne, ibid, 
his behaviour to the new Sultan, iv. 51, 52. 
his extraordinary adventures, iv. 55, &c. 
he and other reocls put to death in the Se- 
raglio, iv. 59. 

Peishor, a city in India, taken by Nadir, jv. 
,157. the governor won to his intereft, ibid. 
Jsadir advances thence to the Indus, iv. 
160. 

J?enance, religious, Maghmud undertakes 
one, iii. 206, moft furprifing and fuperfti- 
lious; ibid. 
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Persia, its empire founded by Cyrus die 
Great, iii. 1. the fecond of the four mo- 

. narchies, ibid, what occafioned their being 

. an eafy cohqueft to "the Grecians, iii. 12. 
the monarchy becomes a part of the Grecian 
empire, ibid, this kingdom reftored by Ar- 

■ taxerxes, iii. 13. when conquered by the 
Saracens, ibid, its tranquillity in the begin- 
ning of this eighteenth century, iii. 22. the 
Afghans the authors of its cataftrophe, ibid, 
the corruptions of the court - under Shah. 
Huflejn, iii. 30, 31. the diiifions and par- 
ties in Perfia, iii. 31, 32. the indifcreet talk 
of the Ruffian embaflador made way for the 
invafion of Perfia, iii 42. a rebellion raifed 

. by Mir Vais at Kandahar, ibid, a vi&ory ob- 
tained by the Perfians over the Afghans, iii. 
54. the Afghans defeat the Perfians, iii. 56. 

• are defeated by Ezadallah, iii. 66. the Per- 
fian army marches to fight the Afghans, iii. 
103. number of the Perfian army, iii. 104. 
their conduct towards the Armenians of 
Julfa, iii. 116, 117. the empire refigned by 
Shah HufTein, iii. 144. the northern pro- 
vinces in Perfia invaded by the Ruffians, iii. 
155. maffacres by Maghmud, iii. 159, 160, 
161. the advantages the Czar and the Grand 
Signior made by the troubles of Perfia, iii. 
176, 179, 227. a partition of the Perfian 
dominions, iii. 199. Perfian lords mailacred 
by AfhrefF, iii. 226. the deplorable ftate of 
the Perfian monarchy, iii. 227. the Perfians 
enter Isfahan, and take revenge of the Af- 
ghans, iv. 33. make peace with the Turks, 
iv. 64. the great change in the Perfian af- 
fairs by Kouli Khan, iv. 121. the Perfians 
defeat the Indians, iv. 166. the mafiacre at 
Delhie, iv. 176. groan under Nadir's tyran- 
ny, iv. 229. abandon their country, iv. 230. 
buy horfes from the Turks for the ufe of 
their army, iv. 232. the diftrefled fituatipn 
of Perfia Dy Nadir's avarice, iv. 247. they 
defeat the Turks in two battles, iv. 252, 
253. the Perfian army difperfed, iv. 262. 
the Perfians polite, cunning, and deceitful, 
iv. 275. their great confufion and calamities 
by Nadir's ufurpation, iv. 300. dreadful de- 
flation by the ravages of war, iv. 301. 
Peter the great, pefigns to open a com- 
munication between the Cafpian and Euxine 
feas, iii. 154. fends an embaflador to Perfia 
to complain of the Oufbegs, iii. 154, 155. 

invades 
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. invades the northern parts of Periia, iii. ^55, 

. operations of bis army* iii. 155, 156. aflem- 
bles an army near Dagiftan, iii. 176. bis 
condud in relation to Per Ga not agreeable to 
the Port, iii. 198. conferences renewed with 
him, iii. 190. a treaty concluded between 
the Czar and the Port, iii. 200. the articles 

. pi that treaty* iii. 200, 20X. bis death, & 
226. 

(hedyma, difcovers the impoftor Spaerdis 
by thelofsof hisiarsi iii, 5. 

Philip -of Macedon, chofen general a^ainft 
thePerfians, iii. 11. murdered, and fucceed- 
•ed by his fan Alexander, ibid. 

pL A t e My the Perfian army defeated here, iii. 
& Themiftocles baniflbed by the Athenians^, 
ibid, choofes to poifon bimfelf rather tfcan 
fight agaiuft bis country, ibid. 

Por u $, conquered by Alexander the Gxeat, iv. 

162, 163. 

Pouiahbasha fent by tbe Spraikier to Jcecp 
tbe jpoft of TabaJaJ^ iv. 95. abandons .that 
pafs to tbe enemy, ibid. 

fit 1 n c e, reflexion on .not paying tbe debts of 
one decealed, iv. 274. 

R. 

JtoLKMOV, Nadir's projefi 0/ introducing a 
n*w religion into fierfia, iv. 2ii6. 

JLeshjd, the English faSors {plundered here 
by order pf Amur Allan Khafy .iv. 293. 

Rivers, Nadir's maimer of thawing .bridges 
over them, iv. 161. 

Riza kouli myrza, Nadir?* fi>n, ap- 

. pointed by Ms father reaeqt of Pcrfa, 
iv. 142. his chara&gr, ibid, defeats the 
Oufbeg Tartars, iv. 147. returns vic- 
torious toMefcbecJ, ibid, bis oppreffivejgo- 
V/ernraent, iv. 149* bis bad adminiftration 
difplcafes his father, iv. 181. .makes aa at- 
tempt on his Other's life, iv. 009. behaves 
very obftinately, iv. 211. his eyes .put out, 

~ ibid, falls a faCrifice to tbe jealoufy of Adil 
Shah, iv. 285. 

Roman congueft, 270 years after the Gre- 
cian empire, iii. 13. its duration, ibid. 

Russia, an smbaflador jent from that, court 
>to Isfahan, iii. 37. grange alarms raifed in 
PerAa^t his coming, iii. 37, 38. r his charac- 
ter, iii. 29. the RiU&ans ypeafy at,the.<pn~ 
quefts made by the Tur Jss in fierfi% .iii. 233. 
Vol. IV. 



the fuccefc of the Ruffiaq arms there,. HI ^j> 
234. mifunderftanding between the Ruffian's 
and Turks, iii. 241. an embaflador fent by 
Kouli Khan to this court, i v. 117. conqueft 
on tbe Cafpiao coaft delivered up to Perfia, 
iv. 117. Kouli Khan'£ conduct towards Ruf- 
£a, iv. 122. the Ruffians reftore .the domi- 
nions that belonged to the Perfian empire, iv. 
j 24. 'an embaflador .fent to Ruffia by Nadir* 
iv. 183. one fent with prefects after his re- 
turn from India, iv. 214. alarmed at Nadir** 

being on their frontiers, iv. %%§< fend a* 

embaffador to Nadir, iv. 257. proceed with 
great caution in oriental treaties, iv. ^9 J. 

Saadit khan, taken prifoner, iv, 1.66. 
Jbas the charge of the .city of DpbUe jfoj JNar 
dir, iv. 172. deftroys hi/nfelf, iy. 175. 

Saiid achmedkhan, governor of ICber- 
man, treacberpufly destroyed byAfcreff^iii. 

Salem beg, aflaffinates-NadirShab, iv. #6r. 

Sa u tf , a jtfeteoder feat into Perfia. Jv. ,244. 
hi? hifto/y and appearance in Perfia, iv. 
241. joined by An army of Lefgees, ibid, 
marches into bhiryan, iv. 242. defeated by 
Nezr Aii Myrz4, ibid. .pne,of hjs eye*, cut 
out, ibid, (ent by Nadir with a n^efege tp 
the Ottoman court, ibid. 

6 a la mis, the Perfian flpet defeated here, 
111. 8. 

BcH^iCH.UPA^Xete.^pa.newjceJigiQn, iij. 
14. murdpred byRiUtan, ibjcl. .leave? bej^inci 
himlfmael and two othgribne, ibid. 

Schias and sunn is, two fe#s apigng thp 
Mahommedans, iv. 129. divide thePerfians 
and Turks, the former being Schja^ and the 
latter Sunnis, ibid. a.decree,bjy Nadir to uni^c 
tbefe two fe4b* ibid. 

Scythians, invade Xhtace and plopd* the 
country, iii. 6, . 

Seffie m,yrza, Shab Huflein's Ton, a re- 
port that he efcaped and reared to Turkey, 
iii. 206. 

S*# f 1 e. kouli £HAtf » XW&e general by the 
.court of Perfia, iii. .65. defeated and cuf off 
by the Abdqllees, iji. .(}6. another of that 
name taken prisoner by the Turks, a|)d $ru<- 
jclty^put #> deafo iy. 43. 
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SEFrrss, the time this family poflefled the 

throne, iii. 14. it ended in the perfon of 

ShabHuflein, iii. 146. 
Shahrokh, grand Ton to Nadir, uncertain 

whether be was a facrifice to Adil Shah's jea- 

loufy, iv. 286. declared king of Perfia, iv. 

298. marches againft the Afghans, iv. 299. 

obliged to yield to Shah Doub, iv. 300. 
"Shalimar, Nadir mutters his army here, 

iv. 196. marches thence to Kama!, iv. 

198. 
Ships, Nadir attempts to get a fleet of (hips, 

iv. 228. 
Shis. ass, befieged by the Afghans, iii. 185. 

a fuppry intercepted, iii. 188. diftrefled by 

famine, iii. 188. taken and facked, ibid. 

.again doomed to diftrefc and {laughter, iv. 

"Sir b u llindkhan, an Indian lord of good 
reputation, iv. 177. obtains the ceflation of 
the flaughter at Dehlie, ibid, appointed chief 
colle&or of . the Indian contributions, i v. 
184., his declaration to Nizam Al Muluck, 
iv. 185. 

Smerdis, the Artaxerxes of the fcripture, 
ufurps the throne, i. 5. ftikd the magian, 
ibid, endeavours to gain the affedions of the 
people, ibid, difcovered as an impoftor, ibid, 
aflaifinated by the nobility, ibid. 

"Son put, Paniput, and feveral Indian villages 
plundered by thePerfians, iv. 174. 

"Sogdianus ufurps the throne ot Perfia, iii. 
9. furrenderstoOchus, ibid. 

Suliman, king of Perfia, iii. 21. his health 
impaired by drunkennefs and women, ibid, 
under him Perfia began to decline, ibid. 

.Su L i.man, uncle to Shah Taehmas, affumes 
the diadem, iv. 299. foon becomes a facri^ 
fice, iv. 300. 

"Suliman effendi, fcnt by theTurks into 
Perfia, iv. 23. acquaints his court of an ap- 
proaching change in Perfia, ibid. 

Suliman, the lieutenant of Achmed Bafha, 
defeats the Arabians, iv. 232. returns home 
with a rich txx>ty, ibid, 

;St/LTAN meydan, plains where Nadir calls 
before him the chiefs of the Tartars, iv. 261. 
difclofed a defign of maffacring a great part of 
iiis army, ibid, the conference overheard by 
a Georgian /hve, iv. 261. 

$unnis, the Grand Signior claims authority 
.oyer this idSt of Mabommcdans, iv. 25. 



Swedes, at war with the Ruffian*, iv. 232. 
defire die Turks to break with their ene- 
mies, ibid. 

Syria, fubjed to Sdeucus, iii. 13. 

T. 

Tjehmas, afcends the Perfian throne, iii. 15. 
his wars with Suliman the Grand Signior, 
ibid. 

Tjehmas m,yrsa, declared fucceflbr to his 
father HufTein, iii. 133. efcapes from Isfa- 
han, iii. 136. takes the title of kinr iii. 
152. endeavours to recover rib dominions, 
iii. 168. fends an embaflador to the Port, iii. 
179. yields Ghilan and other towns to the 
Czar, iii. 181. his conduft towards the Ar- 
menians, iii. 191. routs a body of Afghans, 
iii. 223. efcapes from AihrefF, iii. 225. en- 
deavours to negotiate a treaty with the Ruf- 
fians and Turks, iii. 242, 243. lives obfcure- 
ly at Farabad in Mazanderan, iv. 10. fends 
an embaflador to the Port, iv. 23. defeats 
AfhrefF, iv. 29. enters Isfahan, iv. 34. gives 
his general, Kouli Khan, the power of rai- 
ling money, iv. 36. marches to Erivan, and 
obtains fome advantages over the Turks, iv. 
42. afterwards defeated at Aftabat, and a- 
gain at Hamadan, iv. 42,' 43. makes peace 
with the Turks, iv. 64. gives up Armenia, 
Erivan and Georgia, ibid, his pacific mea- 
fures not agreeable to Kouli Khan, iv. 65. 
put to death by the contrivance of Riza Kouli 
Myrza, iv. 208,209. thelaft of the Seffie 
family, iv. 209; 

Taghi khan, governor of Farfiftan, a Beg- 
lerbeg, iv. 240. the honours allowed * him, 
ibid, his revolt and character, iv. 243. Shirafs 
taken by ftorm, ibid, carried to Isfahan with 
his favourite wife and relations, ibid, their 
punifhment, ibid. 

Tamaras khan, a general of great expe- 
rience, iv. 259. revolts from Nadir, ibid. 

Tamerlane conquers Bajazet, iii. 13. fub- 
dues Perfia, ibid, his death, ibid. 

Taniseer, an Indian town, plundered,. and 
put to the fword by Nadir, iv. 199. 

Tartars, Ousbeg, invade the province of 
Herat, iii. 24. are obliged by Abas, king of 
Perfia, to retire, iii. 25. make incurfions in- 
to Khorafan, iii. 63. Nadir's manner of treat- 
ing them, iv. 278* 

Tar- 
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Tartars* Lefgees, their natural difpofition, 
iti. 63. their motives to invade Perfia, iii. 
64. obtain a vidory over the Perfians, iii 85. 
fue for a reconciliation, ibid, invade Shir- 
van, and take Shamakie, iii. 93, 94. commit 
great cruelties here, iii. 94. occafion great 
confternation at the Perfian court, iii. 95. 
take poffefnon of the reft of Shirvan, iii 95. 
beat the Khan of Erivan, ibid, and lay fiege 
to Ganja, iii. 96. See Lesgees, 

Tavris, one of the fineft cities in the eaft, 
iii. 195. befieged by the Turks, ibid, the 
inhabitants defeat them, ibid, befieged by 
a great army of Turks, iii. 228. taken after 
a bloody conteft, Lv. 229, 230. 

Thebes, plundered and demolifhed by Cam- 
byfes, iii. 4* 

Tkemistocles, defeats die Perfian fleet at 
Salamis, iii. 8. 

Tirins, Mir-vais concerts a confpiracy with 
that tribe, iii. 46. 

ToPAi osman basha, appointed generalif- 
fimo of the Turkifh army, iy. 75. his ftra- 
tagem, iv. 84. defeats the rerfians* near 
Bagdat, iv. 86, 87. fends his army into 
quarters, iv. 93. killed, and the Turks 
routed, iv. 98. his body fent to Bagdat, iv. 
99. his education in the Seraglio, iv. 100. 
fent by the Sultan to the bafha of Cairo, iv. 
1 01. taken by a Spanifh privateer, ibid, 
ranfomed from ilavery by a native of Mar- 
feilles, iv. 1 01, 1 02. hi? gratitude to his 
benefador, iy. 102, 103. made ferafkier, 
iv. 103. made governor of Romania, ibid, 
his benefaftor and his fon kindly received 
there, iv. 104, made grand vizir, ibid, re- 
ceives his deliverer at Conftantinople, ibid. 
is difplaced, and made bafha of Trebifonde, 
iv. 107. ordered to command the Otto- 
man armies, ibid, his fon promoted by the 
Grand Signior, iv. 108. his good character, 
ibid. 

Turkey, a furprifing revolution here, iv. 44, 
&c. the grand vizir, and other officers, put 
to death, iv. 48. the Sultan dethroned, and 
his nephew Mahommed declared emperor 
of the Ottomans, iv. 51. a rebellion breaks 
out a fecond time, iv. 61. the rebels dif- 
perfed, iv. 62. 

Turkish embaflador, fent to the court of 
Perfia, iii. 89. the ceremony of admiffion 



* to audience, iii. 90. a Turkifh. envoy ar- 
rives at Isfahan, iii. r6i. watched by the 
Afghans, ibid, foon ordered to depart, iii. 

• 162. 

Turks, extend their conquefls in Perfia, iii. 
157. an envoy fent to the .Czar from *he 
emperor of the Turks, iii. 177. he requires 
the Czar to withdraw his troops frontr Der- 
bend, iii, 175. their conduct during the 
troubles in Perfia, iii. 177. the Port dif- 
fatisfied with the Czar's conduit, iii. 198. 

- take Tavris and Ganja, iii. 229, 230. their 
army advance within four and twenty 
leagues of Isfahan, iii. 232. evade fettling 
the limits of their conquefls in. Perfia with 
the Ruffian refident, iii. 234. difpute be- 

• tween two Turkifh generals, iii. 241. are 

- defeated by the Afghans, iii. 248. the filia- 
tion of the Port in regard to other powers, 
iii. 250, 251. the Turks make great prepa- 
rations againft the Afghans, iii. 252. un- 

* fuccefsrul againft the Armenians, ibid, fend 
. commiffiotiers into Perfia to treat -with 

Afhreff, iii. 253. a treaty concluded be 
tween the Turks and Afghans, iii.- 254. at- 
tack the Perfian camp, iv. 42. cruelly ufe a 
Perfian officer, iv. 43. make an advanta- 
geous peace with the Perfians, iv. 64. de- 
clare war againft the Perfians, iv. 75. de- 
feat the Perfians at Kerkoud and Leilam, iv* 
86, 87, 97. are routed by the Perfians, iv. 
98, 99. defirous of peace with Perfia, iv. 
116. prepare for war with Riiffia, iv« 122* 
an embaflador fent by Nadir with prefents 
after his return from India, iv. 214, 215. 
conclude a peace with the Ruffians and Im- 
perialifts, iy. 214. their dangerous fituation 
on account of Nadir's demands, iv. 230. the 
conduct of this court imprudent with regard 
to the governor of Bagdat, iv. 235. intrigues 
of the Ottoman court, iv. 236. they make 
great preparations for war, iv. 248. defeat- 
ed by the Perfians in two battles, iv. 252, 
253. the European Turks enervated on en- 
tering Afia, iv. 255. a peace concluded 
with the Perfians, iv. 256, 257. 

V. 

Vachtanga, declared Vali of Georgia, iiL 
86. preparations made by him againft the 

Lefgees, 



N D E X. 



Lefgees, ibid, mho a*e faved by a co*rt- 
intngue,iii. 87. takes an oath never Co appear 
in arms in favour of Perfia, ibid, his affiftance 
is defired by Shah Huflein, but refufed, iii. 
132, 133. depofed, and takes refuge at the 
Ruffian court, iii 169, 170* 



W. 



War, the instrument of divine juftice, iv. 
301. not from the original conftitution of 
thii^s, ibid, the dreadful deflations by war 
in Perfia* ibid. 



X, 



Xs&xss* ftceeefe his father Dtrhis, iii. 7. 
reduces Egypt, ibid, prepares to conquer 
Greece, ibid, lofcs twenty thoufand men at 
Thermopylae, ibid* plunders the temple at 
Detohos, iii, 7. plunders, and burns Athens, 
ui. ». Us vaft army defeated at Plates*, 4ii. 
8. abandons himfetf" to pleafurei, ibid* mur- 
dered while fleeing, il 



Xexxes IT. murdered forty-five r days after hU 
acceffion, iii. 9. 



Z. 



Zebbrbest khan, formerly taken prifoner 
by the Afghans, iii. 165. Ghiez taken by 
him, iii. 165, 166. Ben-Isfahan furrenders to 
him, iii. 166, 167. returns to Isfahan with 
booty and proviftons, iii. 167. takes Shirafs, 
iii. 187. his eftate feized by Afhreff, nil 
219. 

Zekariah khan, governor of Labor, meets 
Nadir with a large contribution, iv. 199. 
ordered by Nadir to furnifli his army with 
provisions, iv. 203. 

Zopyrus, his furpriftng ftratagem in betray- 
ing Babylon to Datius, aiL 5. 

Zorab khan, a Georgian, promoted to the 
•offices of tveafurer and general by Adil Shah, 
iv. 295. fent by the Shah to Ibrahim Myrza 
his brother at Isfahan, ibid, taeacheroufly 
killed there, ibid. 

Zorubabel, the Jews return under his coo- 
dud, iii. 3. 



AN 



A N 



E X P LANATIO N 



O F 



Several foreign words in the four volumes. 



Note, p. denotes Perfia. T. Turkey, r. Ruffia. i. India*, a. Afghans, t. Tartars 

fig. fignifies» 

Note, The numerals refer to the volumes, and the figures to the pages. 



A. 

Abubeiker, Omar, Ofmanand Ali, iii. 240. 
iv. 130. fucceffors of Mahommed and 
Caliphs, T. 
Adeliah, iii. 35. feft of Ali 9 fig. fett of the 

JHft* P- 
Aeyfli Mahl, iv. 174. fig. place of py, i. 

Afshars, i. 252. tribe of Tartars-. 

Aivan, commonly called Divan, i. 189. an 

apartment, p. 
Ali, Gherbellai, Mahallade, Mouza, and Huf- 

fein, iv. 74. prophets, p. 
Ati, i. 338. the immediate fucceffor of Mahom* 

med r according to the Per/tans, p. 
Allah kerim, iv. 105. the providence of God, 

T. 
Allah akbah, iv. 131. God is greateft, p. 
Allah, iv. 217. God, T. p. t, &c. 
Arris begi, iv. 160. prefenter of petitions , p* 
Afhreff, iii. 134. fig. noble, a. 
x Azof jah, iv. 141. fig. Solomons vizir, k 
Affotra, i. 125. afijh in tht Volga, r. 
Athemat doulet, iii. 41. prime minifler y p. 

B. 

Ba&rians, i. 302. See Khafars.. 
Bakthiar, iii. 127. fig. happy, p. 
Balfcs, i. 180. fir trees, r. 
Balouches, i. 253. a tribe of Afghans. 
Bannians, iv. 72. trading people,' i. 
Barranni, iv. 164. riding coats, i. 
Bater, i. 348. abcroy U 
Vol. IV.. 



Bayots, iv. 10." inhabitants of Bay ad in Kou* 

hejlan, p. 
Bayram, iv. 107. a feflival, T. 
Bazar, i. 234, market place, p. 
Bazoubund, iv. 191. repajf, i. 
Bevra, iv. 184. forced contribution, i. 
Bechik, iv. 82. a Utter or cradle, T. 
Beg, ii. 195. a rank anfwering to our knights, p; 
Beglerbeg, iv. 5. lord of lords, p. 
Beluga, i. 25. a fijh in the Volga, r. 
Bocalls, i. 127. Certain cups, r. 
Boftangis, iv. 46. guards of theferaglio. T. 
Bourlacks, i. 103. watermen. 
Bui, iii. 78. afeal in Psrfia, pr. 

C. 

Caalleans, i. 17L machines to fmoke tobacco, p#. 

Cafcan, iv. 59. a coat of honour, T. 

Calentar, i. 197. iii. 29. colleftor of taxes, p. 

Caliphs, See Abubeikar, &c. 

Carack, iii. 84. a poll tax, p. 

Cas-Oda, iv. 51. the part in theferaglio where 

princes are kept confined, T. 
Caviar, Sclera. 

Chamatavoi yerlique, i. 87, a clearance, r, 
Charka, ii. 9. a cup for brandy, r. 
Cheik, iii. 95. a name given to the kings of Per- 
fia. 
Cheik Eidar, iv. 26. father of Ifmael, founder 

of the Seffie dynafly, p. 
Cheriffs, iii. 29. defcendants of Mahommed, a. 



U : a 



Chiaux, 



EXPLANATION OF FOREIGN WORDS. 



Cbttttix, i. 251. Crieriy an order of fildiers in 

Perfidy p. 
Chopars, i. 262. couriers, p< 
Chot, iv. 139. a tribute, i. 
Copeachnicks* i. 83.4*0/! horfis, r. 
Coplek, i. 96. money = \pemy^ r. 
Cbraich, iii. 238. thetribe of Mahommed, t 
Croop, ii. 136. a ferenacious food, r. 
Crore,ii.26.iv. 157. = 10 lacks, or 1250000/.1. 
Cattari, iv. 191. dagger, i. 

D. 

Dagh, iii. 93. a mountain. 

Damfcoots, i. in. vejfels, r. 

Dara, iii. 26. Darius, or fiver eign, p. 

Darougas, iv. 230. lieutenant of the police, p. 

Defterchane, i. 336. chancery, p: 

Dch-baflii, iv. 195. corporal, p. 

Denfhiks, iL 150. pages, r. 

Der Tokchi, iii. 108. the eajl gate of Isfa- 
han. 

Devlet kane, iii. 149. habitation of greatnefs, 
viz. palace, p. 

Dikababa, i. 127. wild woman, r. 

Divan beghi, iii. 56, 64. lord chief jujl ice, p. 

Dufliab, i. 144. juice of grapes, p. 

E. 

Fffendi, iv. 55. /killed in law, T. 
Eid zoha, iv. 176. a feaft offacrifice. 
Efik agaffi, iv. 5. gentleman ujher, p. 
Elik agaffi baflii, iii. 91. grand majler of the 
ceremony in p* 

F. 

Farfang, i. 227. iii. 77. four miles Englijh, p. 
Fattaha and tokbir, iv. 140* a prayer for the 

king. 
Feleuk, iii. 32. a certain party or feci, p. 

Fctfa, iii. 36. decifion of the Mufti. 

G. 

Gaz, i. 1 86. meafure of 40 inches, p* 

Gazi, iii. 90* conqueror, T. 

Geanghir, iii. 25. fin of Abkar, i.j 

Gebers, iii. 36.$*/ Perfees. 

Gemal beg, ii. 45. fig, knight of the good coun- 
tenance, p. 

Giamfchid, iii. 91. See Jumlhid. 

Giga, iii. 145. a plume of black heron* s fea- 
thers, the enfign of fiver etgnty, p. 

GolUnadwore, i. 88. public wareboufes, r. 



Goubcrnie, i. 120. chancery, r. 
Ghofnavids, iii. 23. a dynajly from the city 
Gboxnavi [not in Khorazan] in Kandahar. 
Graff, ii. 132. count, r. 

H. 

Hahdgee, i. 166. a title of dijlinclion totht 

vifiters of Mahommed' s tomb, p. 
Hajan, iii. 108. the wefiern gate of Isfahan: 
Hakem bachi, iii. 72. jirjl phyftcian, p. 
Hani fa, iv. 13a a Turki/b expounder of the 

Mahommedan law, T. 
Haram, i. 229. fig. prohibited to men, the 

women's apartment in Afsa. 
Hard, iv. 159. van-guard, i. 
Hazarri, iv. 195. commander of a thoufand* 
Hindoftand, iii. 25* India hindos fig. fwarthy, i. 
Horda, i. 347. iii. 29. a tribe of Tartars, t. 
Houles, iv. 45. a tribe of Arabians. 
Huflein and Haflan, ii. 32. the fins of AIL 

L 

Jaffer, iv. 130. one of the prophets of the Sum's. 

Jaguirs, iv. 195. lands ajfigned to governors, i* 

Iecra, i. 140. roe of flurgion, r. 

Jeziah, iv. 170. tax paid by the Pagans, i. 

Iman, iii. 67. 175, 238. chief, a Ifi defender of 
the law, alfi prieft. 

Imam, iv. 181. name of the chiefs of the A* 
rabians. 

Imam Huflein, iv. 190. a fin cfAli. 

Imam Riza or Kouli Riza, iv. 20. the Per fan 
prophet buried at Mefihed. 

Iflam, iv. 154. Rg'fifety, and denotes the Ma- 
hommedan religion, p. 

Iftamboul Effendi, iv. 53. lieutenant of the 
police in Conftantinople, T. 

Hwoflieiks, i. 86. carriers, r. 

Jumfliid, iii. 91. an antient king in Perfia* 
See Giamfhid. 

Jurghin, iv. 193. alludes to the family of Ta- 
merlane* 

Jib. 

Kabitkas, i. 345. ii. 7. Tartar tents, t» 
Kadileikier, iv. 55. chief juftice, T. 
Kaimakan, iv. 45. great ujher of the houfhola\ 

T. 
Kapu orafi, iv. 48. the apartment in the ferag* . 

Ho for execution, T. 
Karboy, i. 154. a meafure, p. 
Kazzi, i. 266. judgt, p. 

Kcflii- 



EXPLANATION OF FOREIGN WOTtDS. 



Kefhikehi, i, 249. watch guards p. 

Khajars, i. 193. antient B a fir tans, p. 

Khalaet, iii. 41. ivi 190. a robe of honour, p. 

Khan, i. 193, 200. iii. 53. lord or noble. 

Khotbah, iii. 57, 254. a prayer for the health 
of the king j p. 

Kiaya, iv. 45, 332. deputy or lieutenant, T. 

Kior fill tan, iii. 185. one ey/d lord,*\. 

Kirjims, i. ig^fmall boats, p. 

Kiflar aga, iii. 91. iv. 164. chief of the eu- 
nuchs, T. 

Kifveran, iii. 208. year of virgins, p. 

Kizil, i. 161. red, p. 

Kouch kaleffi, iv. 80. bird tower. T. 

Koul, iv. 2. a flave, T. 

Koule. i. 120. a meafure, r. 

Kouller agafli, '1. .251. iii. 84, 216. chief of the 
/laves, T. 

Kouruck, iv. 173. attendance who clear the 
way, p. 

Kourrol, iv. 164. vanguard, p. 

Kulams, iii. 103. bg.Jlaves, an order of foU 
diers, p. 

Kumees, i. 347. mares milk fermented, t. 

Kurchi bachi, iii. 73. general of the houjbold 
troops, p. 

Kurumfack, i. 234. a rafial, p. 

Kuzzlebafli, iii. 90, 224. an order offoldieryft. 

L. 
Lack, iv. 155. a hundred tboufand rupees, i. 
Lats, iv. 62. inhabitants of the coajl of the 

black fea. 
Loobkas, i. 57. boats, r. 
Lotkas, i. 18. matts, r. 

M. 

Magi, iii. 23. See Perfees. 
Maimoundgi, iv. 141. a quack doclor, i. 
Malek, Shaft, Hanbal, and Abul Hani fa, iv. 

126. Turkijb doclor s. 
Malika al Zumani, iv. 172. fig. queen of the 

times, i. 
Manfubdars, iv, 184. public officers, u 
Manna, i. 129. a feed, r. 
Matim, iv. 100. death, p. 
Meidan, iii. 65. afquare, p. 
Mimbalhis, iv. 7. commander of a thoufand, p. 
See Hazarri. 

Mir Bukhflii, iii. 68. general paymajler, p. 
Mir-chekar bachi, Yu. 33. grand veneur,anfwers 
to our majler of the buck founds, p. 



Moczins, iii. 247. taller s to prayers* T^ 

Moghol poura, iv. 179. Tartar Moghols, i. 

Mortifa ali, iv. 130. See Ali. 

Mourcha, iv. 159. an entrenchment, i. 

Mourn- feundurain, i. 384. extinguijbers of 
candles, a feci, p. 

Mufti, iii. 148. iv, 45. the firft ec cleft ajlic, T. 

Muhaffils, iv. 137. collectors of taxes, p. 

Muhofiz, iv. 236. governor of a citadel, T. 

Mullah, i. 266. iii. 35, 72. iig. a guide or di- 
rector ; a prie/l, p. 

Mullah bafhi, iv. 126. high'prieft, or firfl tc- 
clefiaflic, p, 

Muftaphi, i. 23. a writer* p. 

Muftafi Miemalek, i. 336. general overfeer of 
the empire, p. 

Myrza, iii. 31. a writer, after a name, iig. alji 

prince, p. 

N. 
Nachlathcma, iii. 210. afolemn deed on oath, p, 
Naptha, i. 133. a bituminous matter. 
Naemets, i. 226. felts of hair, p. 
Naeffakhchi, iii. 104. forlorn hope of the Afg+ 
bans ; alfo an order of foldiers in the Perjian 

army. 
Nxflakhchi baflii, iv. 172. the officer who 

makes feizures, p. 
Nevrouz, i. 343. new years day, p: 

Oufmai, iii. 227. chief of the Lefgees, t. 
Ordou cadi, iv. 99. intendant of the army, T. 
Omra, iv. 139. a prince or lord, i. 

P. 

Padifha, iii. 243. iv. 120. emperor,, T. 
Pahr gunjh, iv. 176. graneries, i. 
Peifcuih, iv. 171, 184. free gift, i. 
Piefhkhanna, iv. 153, royal tents, i. 
Peleuk, iii. 32. a feci, p. 
Perfees, iii. 98, worjhippers of fire* See Magi 

and Gebres. 
Poderatchick, i. 87. majler carrier, r. 
Poderofnoi. i. 85. order for horfes, r» 
Pood, i. 57. 36 lbs. Englijh, r. 

Quafh, ii. 9. a liquor, r. 

R. 
Ragam, i. 215. a royal decree, p. 
Rahdar, i, 226. iv, 230. toll gatherers, p 
U u 2 Rey 



EXPLANATION OF FOREIGN WORDS. 



Reys efiendi, i*. 45. fecretary of ftate % T. 
Riadhiat, Hi. 206. religious penance, i. 
Ruble, ii, 128. coin, r. 
Rupee, money of India. 

S. 
Saigon, 1. 215. a [pedes of antelopes , r. 
Sandals, i. 1 30. vejfels, p. 
Sarafs, or fcrafs, iii, 78. money changers in p. 
JSardar, or ferdar, i. 197. a general, p. 
Scheithan, iii. 90. the devil*. T- 
5chias, iii. 67. iv. 126, feci of the Perfeans. 
Schipound, u 77. a' weight, r. 
Sedr, iv. 129. fuperintendant of the revenues 

of the churchy p. 
Secfr ali feberiah, iii. 152, chief jujlice, a. 
JSelam akiocom, iii. 145, all hail, a compli* 

ment, p. 
Serafkier, iv. 81. general in chief T. 
Shah gemja, iii. 91. See Jumfliid. 
Shah feven, iii. 1 36. antient militia, p. 
Shatirs, i. 249. running footmen, p. 
fiheich, iii, 90. See Cheik. 
Shemlcall, i. 386. a title of one of the chiefs of 

the Lefgees. 
jShoobe, 11.140. a great coat lined with fur, r. 
Sinofkas, i. 57. ajpecies of matts, r. 
Sirpeach, iv. 191. a girdle or fillet, i. 
Sopha, i. 246. a large cufhion, p. 
Soubahs, iv. 157, a province or government, p. 
Spahis, iii. 245. iv. 60. Afiatic cavalry. 
§takan, ii. 128. a meafure, r. 
Step, i. 14. adefert, r. 
Struzes, i. 77. harks, r. 
Sudival, iv. 195. captain. 
Sunnet odafli, iv. 58. the apartment where 

the Ottoman princes are circumcifed. 
Sunni, iii. 77. iv. 126. fed of the Turks* 

T. 
Tabal, iv. 131. afmalldruntf p« 



Takht reran, iir. 169. moving throne, i. 
Tarranquins, iv. 181. Vejfels on the Perftan 

Tazia, iv. 199. fig. mourning, p. 

Teknes, iv. 80. covered vejfels on the Ti- 
grts, 1. 

Temurbeg, iii. 24. Tamerlane. 

Topal, iv. 82. lame, T. 

Topchi ba(hi, iii. 103. grand majier of the ar- 
tillery, p. 

Turcan, iv. 193. See Temurbeg. 

V. 

Vali, iii. 28. ///// of the feudatory princes of 

Georgia. 
Vekil, or Vakeel, iv. 146, 186. a lieutenant, 

P- ' 
Vifnofki, i. 128. Cherry brandy, r. 

Vizir, i. 23. iii. 89. afecretary dlfo and officer 

under a governor. 

Vizir Azem, grand vhir, T. 

W. 
Werft, i. 16. f of a mile Englijb, r. 
Wefbcs, i. 96. huts or common houfes, r: 
Weywode, i. 18. chief magiflrate, r. 
Wilocks, i. 139. a thick felt of hair, r. 
Wipi«, i. 87. a certain cujlom houfe permit^ 
t. 

Y. 

Yabous, iv. I.64. a fpecies of horfe in the 

mountains of Kandahar, 
Yaktan, i. 278. a leather pannier, p. 
Yamfheeks, i. 85. a kind of poji borfes, *j 
Yetim, i. 253. an orphan, p. ' 

Z. 

Zapis, i. 88* a certain regiftered bond, r. 
Zemidar, iv. 198. pojfejfor of land, i. 
Zulkarnein, iii. 90. two horns, T* 






